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GROUP A. FRAGMENT 1. 

§ 1. GEfTEEAL PEOLOGUE. 
LANSBOWlfE MS. 851. 

[Note: after very many final c, e, f, g, k, r, s, t, there is a stroke or a tag. 
The number is so great, sometimes 6 or 7 in 1 line, that I am obliged to 
disregard all.] 




Incipit prologus fabularwwi C2cntTi2iiciensium. [leaf 2] 

Han ]?at Aprille wyfe his schoures soote. 

J»e drought of Marche haj?e perced to pe roote . 

And bajjes euery veyne in suche lycoure . 

Of whiche vertue engender is fe floure . 4 

"WTian ^ephirus eke with his swete hreje . 

Inspired hafe in euerj holte and hethe . 

The tendre croppes and ]je 3onge sonne . 

Hafe in ]?e Eamme his half cours ronne . 8 
And Smal forties maken melodye . 
fat slepen al nyht wij) open . yhe . 
So prikke]) hem nature in her corages . 
Than longen folke to gone one pilgrimages . 12 

And palmeres for to seeke straungere strondes . 
To feme halowes cowfe in snndre londes . 
And specialy from euery schyres ende . 
Of Ingelonde to Canterburi fei wende 16 

The holy blisful Martir^ for to seke * 
That hem ha]? holpen whan fei were seke 
It be-fel pan in ]?at sesone \rpon a daie 
In Suthewerke att pe tabard as .1. laie 20 

Eedi to wende on my pilgremage . 
To Canterburie wijj ful deuoute Corage . 
At nyhte was come in-to pat hostellerie 
Wei J^yne and twente on a companye 24 

Of sondre folke be auenture yfalle 
In felauschipe and Pilgrimes were pei alle 
To-warde Canterburi pat wolde ride 
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2 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE, Lansdowiie MB. 

Tbe Cliambres and staples weren wyde 28 

And wele weren esede at ]je b^ste 

An sdiortly whan ]je son was to reste 

So liad .1. spoken with hem euerychone 

fat .1. was of her* felawschep anone 32 

And maade forwarde erly for to rise 

To Lake owre waie fare as J. 3 owe denise 

Bot najjeles while .1, haue time and space 

Er jjat .1. former in jn.s tale pace . 36 

Me fenke]) it accordant to resone 

To tell: jowe alle fe condicioiie 

Of iche of hem so as it semed me 

And whiche fei were and of whate degre 40 

And eke in whatte araie fat f ei were inne 

And att a knyhte fan wold .1. furst be-ginne . 

A Knyght fere was and fat a worf i manne [leaf 2, backj 

That fro f e time fat he first be-ganne 44 

To ryden owte he loned cheualrie 

Treuf e and honoure fredome and curtesie 

fful worf i was he in his lordes werre 

And f ar-to had he riden no man so ferre 48 

As wele in Cristendom as in heyf ennesse 

And enere honoured for his worf inesse . 

Att Alisander he was whan it was wonne 

ifiil oft time he had f e borde be-gonne 52 

Aboue al nacions in Pruce 

In Lettowe had he reysed and in Euce 

"Eo Cristeneman so oft of his degre 

In Gernade att f e sege eke had he be 56 

Of Algezire and riden had in Belmarye 

Att Leyes was he and att Satilye 

Whan f ei were wonne . and in f e grete see 

Att mony a noble Arme had he bee 60 

Att Mortel Batailles had he be fiftene 

And fowhten for owre feif e att Tramessene . 

In listes fries and ay sleyne his foo 
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GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Laiisdowne MS. 3 

This ilke worpi knyMe hade bene also 64 

Some tim wife fe lorde of Palatye 

A^eine anofer heifen in Tnrkye 

And euer more lie had a sonereine prise 

And Jjoughe fat he was worfi he was wise 68 

And of his porte as meke as is a maide 

He neuer 3it no velany seide 

In al his life til no maner wyght 

He was a Yerrey -perRte gentil knyht 72 

ffor to tel 30we of his araye 

His hors was goode hot he was nouhte gaye 

Off ffustion he werede a Gepon 

Aft be-smoterde wif his habnrgen . 76 

ffor he was late come fro his viage 

And went for to done his Pilgrimage 

Wip hime fare was his soTzne a 3onge swiere 

A louyer and a lusti bachellere 80 

Wif lokkes crulle as fei were leide in presse 

Of .XX. 3eres of age he was .1. gesse . 

Of his stature he was of euen lengefe 

And wonderly deliuer . and grete of strenkefe 84 

And he had be sume time in cheualrie fieaf 33 

In fflandres in Artoys and in Pykardie 

And borne him wele as of so litel space 

In hope to stonden in his lady grace 88 

Embrowded was he as it were a mede 

Al ful of frissche flowres white and rede 

Singeinge he was or ilowteinge al f e daie 

He was al so fresche as is fe monef of maie . 92 

Schort was his gonne -with slenes longe and wide 

Wele coufe he sitte on an horse and faire ride 

He couf e songes make and wele endite 

Inste and eke daunce a7id wele purtreie and write 96 

So hote he loued fat be nyghter tale 

He slepete no more fan dof e f e nyhtegale 

Corteis he was lowly ajid seriiisable 

LANSDOWNE 3 



4: ©^ROUF A. § 1. GEi^RAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowiie M.3, 

And karf to-for his fader att fe table lOO 

A 3 Oman had he and semantes no moo 

Att fat time for him liste ride soo 

And he was cladde in cote and hoode of grene 

A scheef of pokoke arwes briht and kene 1 04 

Ynder his belte he bare ful Jreftelie 

Wele coujje he drese his takel ^emonlie 

His arwes drouped nouht wij? fej^eres lowe 

And in his honde he bare a mybti bowe 108 

A notte hede had he wij a bronne visage 

Of wodecraft weie confe he al fe vsage- 

Vpon his arme he bare a gaie brasere 

And be his side a swerde and a bokelere 112 

And on Jiat ofere side a gaie daggere . 

Herneyste wele and scharpe as fe pointe of a spere . 

A christofui on his breste of siluer schene . 

An home he bare ]je bawdrik was of grene 116 

A forster was he soj?elye as .1. gesse. 

^ Thare was also a !N"onne a Prioresse 

That of hir smyleynge was ful simple and coye 

Her^ grettest oJ3e was bot be seint Loye . 120 

And sche was cleped Madame Englentyne 

fPul wele sche songe fe sernise denine 

Entuned in hir nose ful semely . 

And franche sche spake ful faire and fetisly 124 

After ]?e scole att Stretford att Bowe 

jffor frenche of Paris was to hire vnknowe 

Att mete wele ytauhte was sche with-aiSL Eieaf3,iback] 

Sche lete no morsel fro hir lippes faft 128 

!N"e wete hir fingeres in hir sauce depe 

Wele coujje sche cary a morsel and wel kepe 

fat no drope ne fel ypon hir breste 

In curtesie wa& sette ful muchel her leste 132 

Hii^ ouere-lippe sche wyped so clene 

That in hir coppe fer was no fat J>inge sene 

Of greo^ whan sche had dronken hir' drawht© 
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GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Laiisdo.wne MS. 5 

fful semelye after hif mete sche rawhte . 136 

And sekerly sche was of grete disporte . 

And fill plesant and ful amyable of porte 

And peyned Mr to counterfet ckere 

Of Courte and to be stalych^ of Manere 140 

And to be holden digne of reuerence 

Bot for to speke of bire Conscience 

Scbe was so cbaritable and so pytous* 

Scbe wolde wepe 3if ]?at scbe sawe a mouse 144 

Kaubt in a trape if it ware dede or bledde 

Of smale boundes bad scbe J)at scbe fedde 

WiJ) rostede flescbe or melke or wastel brede 

Bot sore wepped scbe if one of bem were dede 14S 

Or if men smote it wi]j a ^erde smart 

And al was conscience and tendur berte 

fful semely bif wympnl pincbed was 

Hire nose was streibte ber^ yben was grei as glas 152 

Hire moufe ful smal . and fere-to soft and rede 

Bot sekurly scbe bad a faire forbede 

It was al-moste a spanne brode .1. trowe 

Ifor bardely scbe was noubte vnder growe 156 

fful fetis was bii^ cloke as .1. was war^ 

Of smale coral aboute bir barme scbe bai^ 

A peire of Bedes gauded al wijj grene 

And ])ere-one bonge a brocbe of golde ful scbene 160 

On wbicbe jjaro was firste wreten wi]? a crowned .A. 

And After Amor vincit omnia , 

% A nojjer nonne wyf bii^ bad sck'e 

fat was bir Cbapeleyne and prestes fre 164 

A monke fere was a faire for fe maistre 

An owte-rider fat loued v^n-ere 

A manly man to bene an Abbot Able 

fful mony a daynte bors bade be in stable 168 

And wbanne be rode men mybt bis bridele bere [leaf 43 

Oyngelinge-in a wbistelinge wynde al so clere 

And eke as lowde as dofe fe cbapel beUe 
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6 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Laiisdowne MS. 

Ihcre as jjis lorde was keper of J?e selle 172 

Tlie rewle of seint Maure or of seint Beneyte 

Be cause jjat it was olde and, somdele streyte 

This ilke monke lete olde ]>inges pace 

And helde after fe newe werde Jje pace 176 

He 3af nouht of Jje text a pulled lieniie 

Jiat seij?e J?at liunteres bejje nouht holy menne 

!N'e that a monke whan he is recheles 

Is likkened til a fische J?at is waterles . 180 

That is to seie A monke onte of his cloistre 

Bot ]?ilke text held he nouht worfe an hoistre 

And .1. seide his opinione was goode 

Whatt scholde he stodie and make him selfe wode .184 

Vpon a boke in cloister al-weie to powre 

Or swynke wi]j his hondes and labonre 

As Austine bite howe schal fe werld be serued 

Latte Anstine haue his swynke to him rese[r]ued 188 

Thare-for he was a prikasoure a right 

GrehoTindes he had as swift as fonles in flyht 

Of Prikinge and of hnntynge for fe hare . 

Was al his lust for no cost wolde he spare . 192 

J. seighe his sleues purfiled att fe honde 

WiJ? Gryse and fat fe fynest of a londe 

And for to festen ))e hode vnder his chynne 

He had of golde wrought a fulcoriouse pinne 196 

A loue knotte on Jje gretter hende fere was 

His hede was balled fat schone as any glas 

And eke his face as he had be anoynte 

He was a lorde ful fatte and in goode pointe* 200 

His yhen stepe and rollinge in his hede 

That stemed as a furneis of a lede 

His botes souple his hors in grete astate 

!N"owe certeynely he was a faire prelate . 204 

He nas nouht pale as a forpyned goste 

A fatte swanne-loued he best- of any roste 

His Palfrei was as broune as is a burye 
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GROUP A. § 1. GENEBAL PROLOGUE. Laiisdowiie MS. 7 

^ A frere jjare was a wanton and murye, 203 

A lymitur a ful solempne manne 

In ait fe orderes foure is none j?at canne, 

So muche of daliance and faire langage [leaf 4, back] 

He had maade ful mony a mariage , 212 

Of 9onge wemmen att Ms owen cost 

Vn-to Ms order lie was a nobel post 

fPal wele be-loued and famulier was he , 

With frankeleyns oner al in Ms centre. 216 

And wij) worJ?e wemmen of Jje tonne 

ffor he had power of confessione 

As seide him selfe more fan a curate 

ffor [of] his order he was liceneiate 22(1 

fful swetely herde he confession 

And plesant was his ahsolucion • 

He was an hesy man to ^ef penance 

Ther as he wiste to haue a goode petance 224 

ffor vn-to a poure order for to 3eue 

Is singne ]?at a man is wel yschriue 

ffor if he ^af he dorst make avaunt 

He wist Jat a man was repentaunt 228 

ffor mony a man so harde is of his herte 

He maie nouht wepe al fouhe he sore smerte 

There-for in stede of wepeynge and preyeres 

Men mote ^iue siluer to pe poure freres 232 

His tepet was ay farset ful of knyues 

And pinnes for to ^eue faire wyues 

And certeinli he had a mery note 

Wele couj?.e he singen and pleine on a rot^ 236 

Of 3eddinges he bare witterli fe pris 

His neke white was as ]?e iloure delis 

Ther-to he was also stronge as a champioz/ne 

He knewe fe tauernes wele in euery towne . MO 

And eueryche hosteler or a tapestere 

Better jjan a la3ar or a Begger 

ffor vn-to suche a worfi man as he 
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8 GRovF A. § I. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdownc MS. 

Accorded nonht as be his faculte 544 

To haue wij? suclie seke lazerz acqnayntance 

Tt is nouM honest it maie nouht avaunce 

ffor to dele wip suche poraile 

Bot al wij? riche and seller of vitaile 248 

And ouere al fare as profet schold arise 

Curteise he was and lowly of serujse 

J?er nas no man noghwere so vertuous 

He was j)e best begger in his hons 252 

[ 

no gap in tJie MB.] 

ffor fouhe a widowe had nonht a scho [leaf 53 

So plesande was his in principio . 

5it wolde he haue a ferfinge ar he wente 

His pnrchas was wel better fan his rent 2^^ 

And rage he coufe riht as it were a whelpe 

In louedaies fare couf e he muchel helpe 

for fere he was not liche a cloistrere 

Wif a f rede-bare cope as a pouer scolere 260 

Bot he was lyke a Maistre or a Pope 

Of dowble worstede was his semy-cope 

J)at rounde as a belt out f e presse 

Somwhat he lisped for his wantonesse 264 

To make his yugelische swete ypon his tonge 

And in his harpeinge whan he had songe 

His yhen twynkeled in his hened ariht 

As dof e f e sterres in f e froste nyht 268 

This worf e Limetowr was cleped Huberd 

^ A marchant was fere with a forked berde 

In motteley . and hye on hors he satte 

Ypon his heued a fflaiindrisshe beuere hatte 272 

His botes clasped faire and fetislye 

His resons he spake ful solemplye 

Scheweynge al wey f encres of his wynynge 

He wolde f e se were keppede for any f inge 276 

Be-twyx Middelburgh . and Orewefte 
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Wele coupe lie in eschaimge scheldes sefte 

This worpi man ful wel Hs wit be-sette 

Thare wist no wMte pat lie was in dette 280 

So estately was lie of his Goiiemance 

"Wip his Bargeynes and wip his chenisance 

ifor sope he was a worpi man wip aft 

Bot sothely to seine .1. note ho we men him caft 284 

IF A clerke pere was of Oxenforde also 

)?at vnto JaOgiquG had longe ygo 

As lene was his hors as was a leikB 

And he was nouht riht fat .1. vndertake 288 

Bot loked holwhe and pei-to sobnrly 

fful predehare was his oner coiixtehy 

ffor he had geten him no benefice 

I^e was so werdly to hane office * 292 

ffor him was leuer hane att his bed hede 

Twenty bokes cladde in blak and rede . 

Of Aristotle and his philo[so]phi lieaf 5, back] 

Jpan Eobes Eiche or Phepel or gay Santry 296 

Bot al by pat he was a Philosophre 

3it had he bot litel golde in Cophre 

Bot al pat he myht on his frendes hente 

On bokes and on lerenynge he it spente 300 

And besily gan for po sowles preye 

Of hem pat ^af him where-wip for to scoleye 

Of stndye toke he most cure and moste hede 

iN"ot a worde more spak he pan was nede 304 

And pat was seide in forme and reuerence 

And schorte and whike and ful of hihe sentence 

Sownynge in morafi" vertne was his speche 

And gladely wolde he leren . and gladly teche 308 

A Seriant of pe lawe war* and wyse 

J^at often had bene att pe paruise 

J)at was also ful riche of excellence 

Discrete he was and of grete reuerence 312 

Him semed swyche his wordes weren so wyse 
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Justice lie was ful often in assise 

Be Patent and be pleine commissiown 

ffor his science and his hihe renown 316 

Of fees and robes had he manyone 

So grete a purchasour was nowhere none 

Al was fe sjmple to him in effecte 

His pnrchasinge miht nouht be enfecte 320 

Il^o-wher so besy a man as he jjare nas 

And ^itte he semed bisier ]?an he was 

In termes had he cas and domes aft - 

Jiat fro ]je time of Kynge Willmm were fait 324 

Thare-to he conjje endite and make a Jinge 

There coujje no whight pinche att his writeinge 

And euery statut confe he pleine be rote 

He rode Eode -hot homely in Medle cote 328 

Gerde wijj a seint of silke withe wM barres smale 

Of his aray tel .1. no longer tale 

% A frankelein was in his companye" 

White was his berde as is ]?e dayse 332 

Of his complexion he was sangwyne 

Wele loned he be J?e morwe a soppe in wyne 

To leuen in delit euer was his wonne 

ffor he was Opiournes owne sonne 336 

That helde opinione J?at pleine delite [leaf 6] 

Was verrey felicite perfite 

An howse-halder and fat a grete was he 

Seint Inlian he was in his countre 340 

His brede his ale was alwey after one 

A better envined man was nener none 

Wij? owte bakemete was neuer his howse 

Of ffissche of flessche and ]3at so plentiuouse 344 

It snewide in his house of mete and drinke 

Of al Deynte]?es Jat men cou]?e fenke 

After fe sondri sesons of fe 3ere 

So chaunged he his mete and his soper 348 

fful many a fat pa?'triche had he in Me we 
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And mony a breme and mony a luce in stewe 

Woo was Hs coke bot liis sauce were 

Punyant and scharpe and redy al bis gere 352 

His table dormant in bis bail alweie 

Stode redy couered al J?e longe deie. 

Att Sessions J?ere was be lorde and sire 

fful oft time be was knigbt of fe scbire 356 

An Anelas and a gisper al of silke 

Honge att bis gerdel wbite as morne melke 

A Scbirrif bad be bene and a comptoure 

Was nowber sucbe a worJ?i vavisoure . 360 

An Haberdassber and a Carpentere 

A webbe a dyere . and a tapecere 

And Jei were clojjed att in o liuere 

Of a solempne and a grete ffraternite 364 

fful friscbe and newe bire gere a-pyked was 

Her^e knyues ware cbaped noubt wij? bras 

Eot al wij) siluer wrowbt ful clene and wele 

Here girdeles and ber poucbes euerydele 368 

Wele semed icbe of bem a faire burgeise 

To sit ten in a 3elde batt on ]je bibe dese 

Euerycbe for ]?e wisdom Jat be kanne 

Was scbapely for to bene an Alderman 372 

ffor catel bad ]jei ynowbe and rente 

And eke bere wyves it wolde wele assente 

And elles certein fei were to blame 

It is ful faire to be cleped ma dame 376 

And gone to yigiles al to-fore 

And baue a mantil ryalicbe ybore 

^ A Cooke ]?ei bad wij) bem for ]?e nones [leaf 6, back] 

To Boile ]je Cbikenes wi]? fe mery bones 380 

And pouder Marcbant tarte and Galingale 

Wele cou]?e be knowe a drawbt of londen ale 

He coufe roste and setbe and broile and frye 

Maken Mortreux and wele bake a pye 384 

Bot grete barme was it as it ]joubt me 
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Jpat on his sdiinne a mormal had lie 

ffor blankemangere fat inaade he wip f e beste 

IT A Schipman was fere wonnynge fer be weste 388 

ffor owht .1. wote he was of dertemonjje 

He rode vpon a rounse as he coufe 

In a goune of foldeynge to fe kne 

A dagger hongeynge on a lace had he 392 

Abowte his neke vnder his Arme downe 

j)G Hote somere had made his hiew al browne 

An certeinly he was a goode felawe . 

fful mony a drauht of wyne had he draw 396 

ffrome Bnrdeux-warde whan fe chapman slepe 

Of nice conscience toke he no kepe 

If fat he fanhte and had fe hiher honde 

jBe water he sent him home be euery londe 400 

Bot of his crafte to rekken wele his tides 

His stremes and his dawnger him be-sides 

His herberwe . and his mone . and his lodemannage 

Thare was none swyche fro Hulle to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was and wyse to vndertake 

Wif mony a tempest had his berde be schake 

He knewe al f e hauenes as J?ei were 

ffro Gotelonde to fe cape Defynystre 408 

And enery Cryke in Breteine and in Spayne 

His barge y-cleped was fe Maudeleyne 

^ Wip vs fere was a doctur of Phesike 

In al fis werlde ne was Ipere none him like 412 

To speke of Phisike and of Surgerie 

jBEbr he was grounded in Astronomye 

He kepet his pacient a ful grete dele 

In houres be his Magike naturele 416 

Wele conf e he fortune f e Ascendent 

Of his ymages for his pacient 

He knewe f e cause of euer-yche maledie 

Were it of colde of hote or moist e or drie 420 

And where-of engenderde it . and of what humere [leaf 71 
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He was a verrey perfite practisere 
The cause .I.-knewe and of Ms harme J?e rote 
A-none lie 3aue seke man his bote 424 

fful redy had he his Apotecaries 
To sende him'drugges and his letuaries 
ffoT iche of hem made ofer for to winne 
Here ffrindeschipe nas not newe to begynne 428 

Wele knewe he Je olde Escalapins 
. And discorides and eke Eusus 
Olde ypocras Haly and Galiene 

Serapion. Eazie and Auizene 432 

Auerois Damascien and Constantino 
Bernard and Gatisdene . and Gilbertine 
Of his Dyete Mesurable was he 

ffor it was of no superflnite ' 436 

Bot of grete norsschinge and digestible 
His study was bot litel on ]je bible 
In sangwyne and in pers he clad was aft 
Lyned wij) Tafeta and wi]? sendatt 440 

And 3it he was bot esy of dispense 
He keped fat he wanne in fe pestilense 
ffor gold in phesik is accordial 

There-fore he loued golde in speciale 444 

U A goode wif fer was of be-side bafe 
Bot sche was sumdele defe and J>at was skafe 
Of clojje makeynge sche had swyche an haunte 
Sche passed hem of. Ipres and of Gaunte 448 

In aft fe parische wif ne was fere none 
That to f e offringe to-forne hir scholde gone 
And if fere dide certeyne wrof e was sche 
Jpat sche was owte of al charite 452 

Hire couerchiefs ful fine were of grounde 
J. dorste swere f ei weiden ten pounde 
)?at on a sonday weren on hire hede 

Here hosen weren of fine scarlet rede 456 

fiul streite tyed . and schoes ful moiste and newe 
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Bolde was hir* face and faire and rede of hewe 

Schc was a worjje womman al liir lyue 

Hoslbondes att fe clierclie dore sclie had five . 460 

Wi]) owten ojjer company in liir 3ou]je 

Bot fere-of nedej? nonM to speke as nonfe 

An jjries had sche be att Jerusalem [leaf?, back] 

Sche had passed many a strange streme 464 

Att Eome sche had bene att Boloyne 

In Galis att seinte lame and att Coloyngne 

Sche confe muche on wandrynge be ]?e weie 

Gate tojede was sche sothely for to seye 468 

Ypon an Amblere ful esely sche satte 

. Y-wymplede wele and one hir heued an hatte 

As brode as is a bokelere or elles a targe 

A fotmantil a-boute hir hippes large 472 

And on hir feet a paire of spores scharpe 

In felauschepe wele coujje sche lawghe and carpe 

Of remedies of lone sche coufe parchannce 

jffbr sche couthe of J?at arte fe colde dannce 476 

^ A goode man was Jere of reKgione 

And was a ponre persone of a tonne 

Bot riche he was of holy f ouht and werke 

He was also a lernede man and a clerke 480 

]5at crist gospeft trewly wolde preche 

His parisshins deuowtely wolde he teche 

Benygne he was and wonder diligente 

And in aduersite ful paciente 484 

And suche he was preuede oft sithes 

fful lofe were him to cursen for his tijjes 

Bot rajjer wolde he 3euen owte of doute 

Ynto his pouer perisshens aboute 488 

Of his Offi?inge and of his substance 

He couJ>e in litel ]?inge haue suffisance 

Wyde was his parisshe and houses fer in sondcre 

Bot he ne left nowtht for reyne ne for Jjondere 492 

In sekenes nor in^Meschef to visite 
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The fFerrest in Ms parisclie moste and lite 

Ypoii his fete and in Ms honde a staf 

This nohle ensample to his schepe he 3af 496 

]pat ferst he wronhte and afterwarde he tawht 

Owte of fe gospel he ]jo wordes kanht 

And J?is figure eke he hadded fer-to 

Jpat if gold rust what schold yren do 500 

fior if a preste be foule of whome we truste 

iN'o wonder is a lewde man to ruste 

And schame it is if a preste take kepe 

A schiten schiperd to se andj a cleyne schepe 504 

Wei owhte a preste ensample for to 3iue [leaf 8] 

33e his clennes how his schepe scholde Hue 

He sett nouht his benefice to hire 

And lete his schepe acumbrede in ]?e mire 508 

And Ean to Londen vn-to seint poules 

To seke him a chauntery to singe for sowles 

Or wij) a brejjerhede to be wiJ3-holde 

Bot dwelte att home and keped wel nis foide 512 

So fat fe wolfe ne maade it nouhte myscarie 

He was a scheparde and nou3t a mercenarie 

And Jouhe he holy were and yertuous 

He was nouht to sinful men dispitous 516 

!N'e of his speche daungerouse ne digne 

Bot in his techinge discrete and benigne 

To drawen folke to heuen be feirenesse 

Be goode ensample Jis was his besinesse 520 

Bot it were any persone obstinate 

What so he were of hihe or lowe a-state 

TTim wolde he snybbe sharpely for Je nones 

A better preste .1 trowe Jat nowhere none es 524 

He waited after no pompe and reuerence . 

!N"e maked him a spised conscience 

Bot cristes lore and his aposteles twelue 

He tauht bot first he folowed in him selue 528 

IT Wi]) him fare was a plouheman was his brofjer 
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]?at had lad of donge ful mony a fofere 

And a trew swinker and a goode was he 

Lyueinge in pes and in periit charite 532 

God loued he best wij) al his herte 

Att al times Jjouhe he gamed or smerte 

And Jjan his neighehore riht as him selue 

He wolde fresshe and ]?er-to dike and delue 536 

ffor cristes sake for eiierj pouer white 

"With owte hire if it leie in his miht 

His tyfes paide he ful faire and wele 

Bothe of his proper swynke and of his catel 540 

In a tabarde he rode vpon a mere 

% Ther was al so a reue and a Mellere 

A sompnowr and pardonere al so 

A manciple and my selfe fere nare no mo 544 

The Meller was a stowte carle for fe nones 

fful big he was of braune and eke of bones . 

That proued wele for oner al per he cam [leaf 8, back] 

Att wrasteHnge he wolde haue awaie J?e ramme 548 

He was schort-scholdred a ]?ike gnarre 

There was no dore fat he ne wolde heue of harre 

Or breke it wij? a renynge w^t^ his hede 

His herd as any sowe or fox was rede 552 ' 

And ])e?'-to brode as Jjouhe it were a spade 

Ypon pe cop riht of his nose he had 

A werte and j)ere on stode a tofte of heres 

Eede as pe bresteles of a sowes Eres 666 

His nos-Jjrelles blake were a7id wide 

A swerde and a bokeler bar he be his side 

His moTipe as grete was as grete furneys 

He was a langeler a7id a goliardeys 560 

And pat was most of sinne and of Harlotries 

Wele coupe he stele corne and tolle pries 

And 3itte he had a thombe of golde parde 

A white cote and a blewe hode wered he 564 

A Baggepipe wele coupe he blawe and sowne 
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And ^ere wij) aft he browlit vs owte of tpwne 

A gentift Maunciple was pere of a temple 

Of whiche acatonrs miht take goode ensample 568 

fPor to he wise in byynge of vitaile 

ffor wefer pat lie paiede or toke be taile 

Algate lie waited so in his achate 

J5at he was al be-forne and in goode astate ' 572 

!N"ow es "noTiht pat of god a ful faire grace . 

J)at suche a lewde mannes witt schal pace 

j)e wisdom of an hepe of lerned men 

Of Maistres had he mo pan pries ten 576 

Jjat weren of lawe expert and cnrious 

Of wiche per was a doseine in pat hotis 

Worpe to be stewardes of rent and londe 

Of any lordes pat is in yngelonde 580 

To make him lene be his -pro-pie goode 

In honoure detteles bot if he were wode 

Or lyne as scarsely as him lust desire 

And able for to helpen al a schire 584 

In any cas pat niyht fal or happe 

And 3it pis manciple sette here alpere cappe 

IT The rene was a sclender Colerik man 

His berde was schane as nyhe as euere he can . 588- 

His here was be his eres ronnde y-schorne [leaf 9] 

His tope was dokked like a preste to forne 

fpiil longe was [his] legges and ful lene 

.I.-like a staf par was no calfe y-sene 592 

Wele coupe he kepe a gernar or a bynne 

Ther was.non auditoure coupe on him wynne 

Wele wiste he be drowhte and be pe reyne 

The 3eldeynge of his sede and of his greyne 596 

His lordes schepe his nete his dayre 

His swyne his hors his store and his pultre 

Was holy in pis reues gouernynge 

And be his couenant 3af pe rekenynge 600 

Sen pat his lord was twenty 3ere of age 
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Jpare cou]?e no man "bringe him in arerage 

Thare nas Baillif ne herde ne opere hyne 

That he ne knewe his sleyht and his Couyne 604 

Thei were adrad of him as of ]?e defe 

His wonynge was fill faire vpon an hej>e 

Wij) grene trees schadowed was his place 

He coujje better ]jan his lorde pnrchace 608 

iful riche he was astored pmiely 

His lord he confe wele plese suhtily 

To 3iue and lenne him of his owen goode 

And haiie a |fonke and ^it a cote and an hoode 6 1 2 

In 30w]?e he had lerned a good mistere 

He was a wel goode wriht a carpentere 

This satt vpon a fol goode stot 

That was a pomely greye a7id hihte Scot 616 

A longe snrcote of peers vpon he hadde 

And he his side he bare a riisti blade 

Of iJirorfefolk was Jis rene whiche .IT telt 

Be-siden a towne men clepen it baldeswelt 620 

Tukked he was as is a frere abowte 

And euere he rode hinderest of owre Eowte 

IF A Somjnour was fer wi]) vs in fat place 

^at had a iiry Cherubynnes face 624 

lor sausefieme he was with yhen narowe 

Als bote he was and licherous as a sparowe 

Wip scalled browes blake and a pilled berde 

Of his vesage childerne were aferde /628 

Ther nas whike-silner litarge or bremstone 

Boras orsnre ne oyle of tartre none 

"Ne oyment fat wolde dense and bite [leaf 9 back] 

That him myht helpe of his whelkes white 632 

'NeiQ of fe knobbes sittinge in his chekes 

Wele loned he garlike onyons and ^ite lekes 

And for to drinke stronge wyne rede as blode 

Than wold he speke and crie as he ware wode 636 

And whan J>at he wele drongen had jje wyne 
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fan wold lie speke no worde tot latyne 

A fewe terems had he two or thre 

That he had lerned owte of sum decre 640 

'No wonder is he herd it al pe daie 

And eke ^e knowen it wele howe fat a laie 

Kan clepe watt as wele as kan fe pope 

Bot who so couf e in ofer jjinge him grope 644 

pan had he spent al his philosophie 

Ay Questio quid luris wold he crie 

He was a gentil harlot and a kynde 

A better felawe seholde men nouht finde 648 

He wolde suffer for a whart of wyne 

A good felaw to haue his concubyne 

A twelmoujje a7id excuse him att fulle 

And pn'uely eke a finche coufe he pulle 652 

And . if he fonde owhere a goode felawe 

He wolde teehen him to haue none awe 

In suche cas of fe Archedekenes Curse 

Bot if [a] mannes soule were in his purse ^56 

ffor in his purs he seholde punyschede be 

The purse es fe Archedekenes heft seide he 

Bot wele .1. wote he lyede riht in dede 

Of curssinge owht yche gilty man him drede 660 

ffor curs wil sle riht as a-soyleynge sauyfe 

And also war him of a significauit 

In dawngere had he att his owen gise 

The 9onge girles of Je diocise 664 

And knewe her consel and what was al here rede 

A garland had he sett vpon his hede 

As grete as it were for an Alestake 

A bokelere had he made him of a kake 66S 

IT Wife him fere rode a gentil pa^'donere 

Of Eouncyual his frende a7id his comper 

fat streyhte was comme fro f e courte of Eome 

fful loude he songe come hider loue to me . 672 

This Somenoure bare to him a stif burdoune [leaf lo] 
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Was iieuer trompe of lialfe so grete a soune 

This pardonere liad here as 3alowe as wax . 

Bot smothe it henge as do]? a strike of flax . 676 

Bi ounces henge his lokkes fat he hadde 

And per wij> he his scholdrerS oner spradde 

But finne it leie be culpones one and one 

But hode for lolyte wered he none 680 

ifor it was trussed vp in his walet 

Him ]?ouht he rode al of Jje newe get 

Discheuele saue his cape he rode al bare 

Buche glayringe yhen had he as it were an hare 684 

A vernicle had he sewe vpon his cape 

His walet [lay] to fome him in his lappe 

Bret ful of pardon comen from Eome al hote 

A voyce he had also smale as it were a gote 688 

1(0 berde had he ne neuer schuld haue 

As smojje it was as it were late schaue 

.1. trowe he were a geldinge or a mare 

Bot of his craft fro Berwike in to ware 69'2 

JJ^Te was fere suche anofer pardonere 

ffor in his male he hadde a pylowbere 

Whiche that he seide was owre lady veyle 

He seide he had a gobet of fe seile 696 

That seint Peter had whan fat he wente 

Ypon f e see till: ihesu crist him hente 

He had a croyce of Laton ful of stones 

And in a glasse he hadde Pygges bones^ 700 

Bot wife f es relikes whan fat he fonde 

A pouer person dwellynge ypon londe 

Vppon a dale he gat him more moneye 

Than fat f e person gatte in f e Monethes tweye 704 

And f us wif feyned flaterynge and Tapes 

He Maade f e persone and f e peple his Apes 

Bot trewly to tellen att f e laste 

He was in f e cherche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

"Wele couf e he rede a lesson or a story 
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Bot al])er Lest lie songe a offertory 

fful "wele he wist whan Jat songe was songe 

He moste preche and wele affile his tonge 712. 

To Wynne siluer as he wele cowde 

J^ere-fore he songe so merely and londe 

IT ^owe hane .1. tolde 30we solely in a clause [leaf lo, back] 

The estate, fe arraye. Je E"onibre and eke Jje cause 716. 

Whi fat assembled was fis companye 

In Suthewerke att Jjis gentil Hosterie 

pat hiht pe taherd fast be pe belle 

Bot nowe is time to 30we for to telle 720 

Howe pat we beren vs pat ilke nyhte 

Whan we were in pat Osterye alyhte 

And after wil .1. teft of owre viage 

And al pe remenant of owre pilgrenage 724 

Bot first .1. preye 30we of 3onre curtesie 

That 30 ne ret it nowht my velenye 

Thoughe pat .1. pleinly speke in pis matier 

To telle 3owe her woa^des and eke her chore 728. 

JSfe ponhe .1. speke here wordes propnrly 

jBTor pis 30 knowen as wele as .L 

"Who so sal tellen a tale after a man 

He mote reherce as nyhe as euer he can 732 

Eueryche a worde if it be in his charge 

Al speke he neuer so rndeli and so large . 

Or elles he most tel his tale vntrewe 

Or feyne pinges . or fjnade wordes I^ewe 736 

He may nouht spare al-ponhe he ware his broper 

He mot also wele seie worde as a-nother 

Criste spak him self ful brode in holy writte 

And wele 30 wote no velany is itte 740 

Eke plato seipe who so kan him rede 

The wordes most be Cosin to pe dede 

5r Also .1. preie 3 owe for-3if it me 

Al haue .1. not sett folke in her degre 744 

Here in pis tale as pat pei scholde stonde 
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My witte is schorte ^e male wele vnderstonde 

Grete cliere maade owre oste vs enerychone 

And to ]?e soper sett he ys anone 748 

He senied vs wi]?e vitailles att fe beste 

Stronge was pe wyne and wele drinke vs leste 

A semely man owre ost was wi]j att 

ffor to bene a marscbal in a lordes baft 752 

A large man be was wi]> ey^en stepe 

A fairer bnrgeis is none none in cbepe 

Bolde of bis specbe and wyse and wele y-tawbt 

And of manbode bim lakked ribt noubt 756 

Eke j>ere-to be was ribt a mery man Ueaf 113 

And after soper pley3en be be-gan 

And spak of Mirfe amonge ojpere jjinges 

Wban Jat we bad maade owre rekenynges 760 

And seide f us !N"ow lordeynges trewly 

3e bene to me welcome ribt bertly 

ffor be my tronjje if fat .1. scbal notte lye 

.1. sawe noubt J?is ^ere so mery a companye 764 

Att ones in ])is berburbe as is nowe 

ffayne wolde J. done ^owe merje wist .1. bo we 

And of a merj?e .1. am ribt nowe be-]?oubte 

To done 30we ese and it scbal cost nowbte 768 

^ 3e gone to Canterbury god 30we spede 

Tbe bbsful Martir wbite 30W 30wre mede 

And wele .1. wote as 30 gone be jje weye 

Scbe scbapen 30we to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor trewly comforj^e and merjje is none 

To riden be Je waie dom as any stone 

And ]?er-for wil .1. maken 30 we disporte 

As .1. seide arst and do 30 w som comforte 776 

And if 30we likej? att be on assente 

ffor to stonden at My luggemente 

And for to werken as .1. scbal 3 owe seie 

To morwen wban we riden be fe weie 780 

'Nowe be Mi fader sow[l]e fat is dede 
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But 36 bue Merie .1. 3eue 30we Mine liede 

Holde vpe 3owre hondes "wip-owte more speche 

^ Owre consett was not longe for to seche 784 

Yb Jjouhte it was not worjje to make it wise 

And graunted Mm wif-oute more avise 

And bad him seie Ms verdite as liim liste 

Lordynges quod lie now Lerkenef for ])e beste 788 

Bot tak it nowbte .1. pray 3owe in disdeyne 
TMs is fe pointe to speke scbort and pleine 
That icbe of 3 owe to scbort wi]? owre weie 
In j)is viage schal tel tales tweye 792 

To Kanterbury warde .1. mene it so 
And bom ward he schal tellen ofere two 
Of aventures wMlome fat bane be-fatt 
And wMcbe of 3 owe fat berej? him best of aft 706 

That is to seyne fat tellef in f is cas 
Tales of best sentence . and most solas 
Schaft haue a soper at owre aller cost [ieafii,baeici 

Here in fis place sittinge be fe post 800 

Whan fat we comen a-geine fro Canturbnry 
And for to make 30W f e more mery 
.1. wil my selnen goodely wif 30W ride 
Eiht att myne oune coste and be 30wre gide 804 

And who so wil my luggement* wif -seie 
Schal paie al fat we spende be f e weie 
And if 30 vouche sane fat it be so 

Tel me anone wif-owten wordes mo 808 

And J. wil erly schape me fere-fore 
^ This f inge was gravoited. and owre ofes swore 
With ful glad hert and praieyng him also 
fat he wolde vouche saue for to do so 812 

And fat he wolde be owre gouernowre 
And of owre tales lugge and reporture 
And sett a soper att a serteine pris 

And we wil rewled bene att his deuis 81 G 

In Mhe and in lowhe and f us be one assent 
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"We licne accorded to fe luggement 

And fer-vpon J?e wyne was fett anone 

"We dronken and to rest went iclione 820 

Wi]?-owten any longer^ taryinge 

An morwe whan fe daie gan to springe 

Yp roos owre ost and was owre alder cok 

And gederd vs to-geder in a fLoke 824 

And forf e we reden a litel mor Jjan pas 

Ynto [fe] wateringe of seint Thomas 

And jjere owre oste gan Ms hors areste 

And seide lordes herkenej? if 3owe leste 828 

3e wote 3owre forward . and .1. it ^owe recorde 

If ]7at Euynsonge . and Morwsonge accorde ^ 

Lat se nowe who sehal tel Je first tale 

As euer mot J. drinke wine or ale 832 

"Who so be rebel to my luggement 

Schal paie for al Jat be Je waie is spent 

ISTow drawejj cnt or fat we ferjjer wynne 

Whiche ])at hafe fe schortest schal be-ginne 836^ 

IT Sii^ knyht qwod he my maister and my lorde 

iN'ow drawe]? Cut for Jat is Myne accorde 

Co?7^meJ) nere qwod he Mi ladi prioresse 

And 3e sire clerke lat be 3owre schamefastnesse 840 

IN"e studiethe nowht leie honde to euery man aeaf 12] 

Anone to drawe euery wight began 

And schortly for to tellen riht as it was 

Were it be aventure or sort or cas 844 

The sofe is ]}is Jie Cut fel on ]?e knyht 

Of whiche ful blif e and glad was euery whit 

And tellen he most his tale as it was reson 

Bi forward and be composicion . 848 

As 3e haue herde what nedejj wordes moo 

And whan fis good man sawhe fat it was so 

As he fat wise was and obedient 

To kepon his forward be his fre assent 852 

He seide sef f e fat J. schal beginne f e game 
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What welcome'^be ]?e cut one goddes name 
Ij^Tow lat vs ride and herkenej? wliat .1. seie 
And wi]j fat worde we riden forfe owre weie 856 

And lie be-gan wi]j riht a mery cliere 
His tale anone and seide as 36 mai here 
• \No gap in the MB.'\ 



[Notes referred to in the references to the Knightes Tale.'] 

II. Boccaccio calls Teseo 'duca di Atene' (1. 13), and says that his father 
JEgeo was 're d' Atene' (L 6). 

2. '— in giubba iscalza' [en deshabille). III. 8, 
8. ' Co' biondi crini avvolti alia sua testa.' III. 10. 

4. The whole debate in prison is an imitation of the longer debate (in the 
Teseide) when they meet in the grove. 

5. * Love cannot be given up as thou deemest : and he loves but little, who 
ceases loving in order to keep a promise.' V. 51. 

6. Comp. Troilus and Cressida, IV. st. 136 : 

— Por some men sain, that God seeth allTDeforne, 

Than mote it fallen, though men had it sworne. 
That purveiaunce hath scene beforne to be— - 

7. Videvi storie per tutto dipinte 

E'l grand Ercole vide tra costoro. VII. 62. 

8. 'Richezza' is Porter in the Teseide, VII. 64 : the Roman de la Rose is 
followed here. 

9. See H. of Fame, 198 ; and Albricus Philosophus in Staveren's Auctores 
Mythographi, 1702, vol. ii. p. 903. 

10. Boccaccio makes the temple lighted by altar-fires, kindled from the 
flames of plundered cities. VII. 35. 

11. ' Amyddes of the* place sat 'la virtii tristissima.' VII. 34. 

12. 'La Morte armata vide e lo stupore.' VII. 35. 

13. 'Le navi bellatrici.' VII. 37. Neither Boccaccio, nor yet his prototype 
Statins, speaks of any ships as burnt, but merely as trophies. 

14. The points marked VI. 21, 22, are taken from the description of ^ Aga- 
memnone.' 

15. The points here are from the descriptions of 'Ippodamo' (VI., 29), of 
*Peleo' (VI. 17, 16), and of 'Peritoo' (VI. 41). 

16. Compare also stanza 42, ' eon vittime piatose." 

17. ' lo il diletto, e tu ii' abbia 1' onore.' VII. 27. 

18. i^cita (in Boccaccio) comes from the quarter of 'Euro' (VII. 114) : Pale- 
mone comes 'Ball' altra parte' (VII. 118). No mention is made by Boccaccio 
of their banners being red and white. 

19. Bocc. makes many of them slain : 'Artifllio,' 'Cornisso' (VIII. 15), 'Rifeo,' 

* Arione' (36), 'Narizio' (39), and others, and describes their funerals (X. 4—8). 

20. Boccaccio makes only a general mention of the care and comfort bestowed 
on the wounded (X. 10). 

21. 'But [of the wounded] Arcita alone could not be cured; so much was 
he shattered inwardly by his fall ' (X. 11). 

22. Point from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. 13). 

23. Points from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. 13, 12). 

24. 'I await the last kisses from thee, oh dear spouse' (X. 65). 
25... . . 'egli h gentile' (X. 62). 

26. ^Niun potea racconsolar Teseo,' says Boccaccio (XL 9), not excepting 

* Egeo ; ' but he immediately goes on to speak of the old man's attempt to con- 
sole ' Palemone,' and the rest, — ^without the slightest success (XI. 11). — (See 
also XI. 33.) 

27. ' Non men dolonte, Emilia pur piangea. 



I circostanti piii pianger facea' (XI. 31). 

28. Right and left of Palemone (XL 40). 

29. In the hands of the noblest of the Greeks (XL 37).] 
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lam que domos patrias scitice "gost aspe^a gentis 
Prelia Laurigero, &c. Incipit fabula Milit/s 

liilome was as liolde stories tellen vs 859 

There was a Duke * fat higlit Theseus [* see p. 25, n. 1.] 

Of Athenes lie was lorde and gouernoure 

And in Ms time snclie a conqueronre 

That gretter was none vndere Jje sonne 

fful Mony a riche Contre had he wonne ► 864 

What wij) wisdome and his Chiualrie 

He conquered al fe Eegne of ffemynye . 

That whilom cleped was Scithia 

And wedded fe qwene ypoKta , , 868 

An hrowht hire home wife him in to his contre 

Yiip muche glprie and grete solempnite 

And eke hire 3onge sustere Emelye 

And ]?us wiJ) victori and melodie 872 

Latt .1. pis nobul Due to Athenes ride 

And aft his hoste in aremes be his side 

And certes if it nere to longe to here 

J. wold haue told fully ]?e manere 876 

How wonnen was ]?e Keigne of ffemynye 

By Theus and be his Chiualrrye 

And of pe grete Bataile for Ipe nones 

Be-twixen Athenes and Ama3ones 

And how asseged was ypolyta 

The faire hardie queue of Scithia 

And of pe fest pat was att hir weddeynge 

And of pe tempest at hire home comynge . 

Bot al pat pinge .1. mot at nowe for-bere 

J. haue gode wote a large felde to ere 

And weike bene pe Oxen in my plouhe 

The remenant of pe tale is longe y-nouhe 

T. wil not letten eke none of pis route 
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Latt Query felawe tel Ms tale aboute 

And latt see nowe wlio schal Jje soper winne 

And fere J. laft J. wil a3eine beginne 892 

^ This Due of wliome J. make mensiowne 

Wlian lie was comen al-most to fe toune 

In aft ills wele and Ms most pride 

He was ware as lie kast Ms yhe a side 896 

Where fat fere kneled in f e Mhe waie 

A company of ladyes twey . and twaie 

Iche after of er cladde in clof es Make 

Bot suche a crye and suche a woo f ei make 900 

That in f is werlde is creature lyueynge 

fat herd suche a nof er weymentynge 

And of f is crie f ei nolde neuer stonten 

Tilt f ei f e reynes of Ms bridel henten 904 

What folke bene ^q fat att myn.e home comynge 

Pertwrhe so my fest -with cryinge 

Q?/(?d Theus haue 30 so grete envie . 

Of myne honour fat f us compleigne and crie 

Or who haf 30W myshoden or offended 

And tellef me if it maie bene amended 

And wM fat 3e bene clof ed f us in blake 

The eldest lady of hem al spake 

Wban sche had swowned wif a dedely chere 

That it was rewf e for to seen and here 

IF Sche seide lorde to wbome ffortune haf 3iuen 

Yictorie and as a conqueroure to lyuen 

l^Sit greuef ys 30wre honoure and 3owre glorie 

Bot we beseke 30we of socoure and of mercye 

And haue merci on owre woo and owre distrisse 

Some drope of Pyte f urgh f i gentilHsse 920 

Ypon vs wricchede wemmen latt 3e faflr 

ffor certes lorde fare is none of vs att 

That sche ne haf e b[e]ne a docbes or a quene 

l^owQ bene we Cayteues as it is wele sene 924 

Thonked be fortune and hire false whele Qeaf is] 
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Thate none astate ensure]) for to bene wele ^ • 

I^ow certes lorde to abide 30wre presence 

Here in ]?is temple of goddes clemence 

We bane b[e]ne waiteinge al Jjis fourtenybte 

Helpe vs lorde sep it is in fi mybte 

.1. wricbe wbicbe jjat wepe]) and weylejj Jus 

Was wbilom wif of Kinge Cappaneus 

Tbat starfe att Tbebes cursed be fat dai 

And alle we ]?at bene in ]?is array 

And Maken aft Jjis lamentacioz^ne 

We losten al oure bosbondes att fat towne . 

Wbile jjat a sege fare abowte laie 

And 3it nowe f e olde Creon weilowaie 

fat lord is nowe of Tbebes Citee 

fulfilled of ire and iniquite 

He for dispite and for bis Tirannye 

To done tbe dede bodies velanye 

Of aft oure lordes wbicbe fat ban be slawe 

Haf e al f e bodies on an bepe ydrawe 

And wil not suffre bem be none assent 

!N"eyf ere to be beride neif er be to brent 

Bot makef boundes ete bem in despite 

And wif fat word wM-oute more respite 

f ei ffellen groffe and criden-pytouslye 

Haue on vs wreccbed wemmen sum Mercie 

And latt owre sorwe sinken in fin berte 

IT Tbis gentil Due downe fro bis courser sterte 

With bert pitous wban be berd bem speke 

Him f oubte fat bis berte wolde breke 

Wban be sawbe bem so pitee and so mate 

Tbat wbilome weren of so grete astate 

And in bis armes be bem al vp bent 

And bem comfortef in ful goode entent 

And swore bis bof e as be was trewe knybt 

He wolde done so ferforf elie bis mibt * 

Yppon f e Tirant Creon bem al wreke 
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That al fe peple of grece scKolde speke 

How creon was of Theseus seruede 

As he fat had his defe ful wele deseruede 964 

And riht anone wif-owten more abode 

His Baner he displeide and forfe rode . 

To febes-warde and al his hoste be-side [leaf is, back] 

!N"o nerre Athenes wolde he go ne ride 968 

l!^e take 'his ese falli halfe a daie 

Bot onward on his waie fat niht he laie 

And sent a-none ypolita fe c[ueene 

And Emely hir 3onge suster schene . 972 

Yn to fe tonne of Athenes to dwelle 

And forf he ridef fer is no more to telle 

^ The reede Statue of Marce w^tT^ spere and targe 

So schinef in his whigte baner large 976 

That al J»e felde gleteren vp on a doune 

And by his baner borne is his pynoune 

Of gold ful riche whiche was ybete 

The Mynataure whiche fat he wanne in Crete 980 

Thus riht f is Due f us ride fide f is conqueroure 

And in his host of cheuallerie f e floure 

Til fat he cam to Thebes and a-liht 

flaire in a felde f er as he f ouht to fiht 984 

Bot schortely for to speken of f is f inge 

Wif Creon whiche fat was of Thebes kinge 

He fawht and slowhe him manly as a knyht 

In pleine Bateile and put f e folke to iiyht 988 

And be assent he wan f e Cite after 

And rent adowne bof e wall: and sparre and rafter 

And to f e ladies he restored a-3eine 

The bones of ^feire frendes fat were sleyne 992 

To done f e obsequies as was f o f e gise 

Bot it were al to longe for to do-vise 

The grete clamor and f e weymentynge 

fat f e ladies maade att f e berneynge 996 

Of f e bodies and f e grete honoure 
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That Tlieus fe nobul conqueroure 

DopQ to fe bodies whan j>ei from him went 

Bot schortely to tellen is myne entente 1000 

Whan Jat fis worjji Due J? is Theseus 

Hafe Creon sleine and wonne Thebes J)us 

Stil in fat felde he toke al nyhte his rest 

And dide wi]j al Jje Countre riht as him lest 1004 

To ransake in fe caas of jje bodies dede 

Hem for to strepe of herneis a7id of wede 

The piloures deden fe besines and Cure 

After Jje bataile and ]>e discomfetoure 1008 

And so be-fel fat in fe caas fei founde [leaf i4i 

Thorghe girt mony a greuous blody wounde 

Two 3onge knyhtes liggeynge .by and by. 

Eofen in armes samen wrouht ful richely 1012 

Of whiche two Arcita hiht f e tone 

And fat of er knyhte hihte Palamone 

I^ot fully whikke ne fulli dede f ei were 

Bot be her cote armwres a7id by hire gere 1016 

The heraudes knew hem selfe in special 

As f ei fat weren of f e blode roial 

Of Thebes and of sustren two yborne 

Owte of fe caas peloures haf e hem tome 1020 

And haue hem caried softe vnto f e tente 

Of Theus a7id he .ful sone hem sente 

Tho Athenes to dwellen in prisone 

Perpetuely hem nold nouht raunson 1024 

^ And whan f is worf i Due had f us ydone 

He toke his hoste and home he ridef anone 

Wif Laurer Coroned as a conqueroure 

And fere he leuef in joy and in honoure 1028 

Terme of his lif what nedef wordes moo 

And in a toure in Angwysse and in woo 

Dwellen f is Palomon and eke Arcite 

ffor euer more fer maie no golde hem qwyte J 032 

This passef 3ere be 3 ere and daie be daie 
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Til it fel ones in a Morneinge of male Tesetde. 

bat Emelye bat fairer was to sene 

r^^ . /, -...•., ^^^^ , [See XII. 68.] 

Tnan is jje lylye vpo his stalke grene lUob 

And fressclier jjan J^e maie wij? floures newe 

ffor wi]) ])e rose coloure s-trofe hir hewe 

.1. note whiche was feireste of hem two 

Er it were daie as was hire wo?^ne to do 1040 • ni. lo. 

Sche was aresen and al redi diht 

ffor Maij wil haue no sloggardye on nyght 

The seson Prikke]) enery gentil hert 

And make]) it owte of his slepe to sterte . 1044 

And si]?en arise an done may ohseruannce 

This Hake]) Emelye to haue remembrance 

To done honoure to maie and for to rise 

Iclo])ed was sche ffresche for to devise* c* See p. 25, w. 2.] 1048 | ni.8. 

^ Here 3elowe here was browded in a tressef c+see p. 25,w.s.] | in. 10. 

Be-hinde hire bake a 3erde longe .1. gesse 

And in fe Gardine att fe Sonne vpriste [ieafi4,backi Tii.8-10. 

Sche walked vpe and downe and as hir liste 1052 

Sche gederef flowres partie white and rede 

To make a sotil garland for hire heuede • ni. 10. 

And as an Angel heuenyssly sche songe 

^ The grete toure ]?at was fo fike and stronge 1056 in. 11. 

Whiche of fe Castel was fe chef dongeone 

There as fe knyhtes weren in prison 

Of whiche :I. tolde 3owe and telle schatt 

Was enen loynant to pe Gardeine watt 1060 

There as pis Emely had hire pleyinge 

Brihte was pat sonTze and clere in pat Morneynge 

And Palamon pis woful prisonere . ['^m-«asiievo 

As was his wonne be leue of his gaylere 1064 

Was resen and romed in a chambre an hihe 

In whiche he aft pe nobel Cite sihe 

An eke pe Gardeine ful of braunches grene 

Ther as pe frissche Emely pe schene 1068 

Was in hir waike and romede vpe and doune 
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Tliis sorweM pnsonere " J?is Palamon Teseide. 

Gojje in his chambre romeynge to and froo 
* And to him selfe compleinynge of his woo 1072 

]?at he was borne ful oft seide alas 
And so be-fel be aventnre or cas 

That forghe a window fikke of mony a barre • in. n. 

Of yren grete and sware as any sparre 1076 • 

He kest his Eyen vpon Emelya 
And J? ere wib al he bleynte and criede A ... tuttostordit 

^ 1^ J Grid6, Om^J 

As Jjouhe he stongen were vn to J»e herte ^^' ^'^' 

And wi]) fat crie Arcite anone vp sterte 1080 

And seide Cosine myne what eylej? fe 

]3at ert so pale and dedely on to see 

Whi cridest fon who ha]? fe done offence 

ffor goddes lone tak al in pacience 1084 

Owre prisonynge for it maie none ofere be 

ffortune hafe 3ene vs fis adnersite 

Som wikked aspect or dispo5^c^one 

Of Satnrne be snm constillacione 1088 

Hajje 3euen vs Jis al-]?owhe we had it sworne 

So stode ]je heuen whan fat we were borne 

We most endure it fis is fe schorte and pleine 

5F This Palamon Ansewarde and seide a-gayne. 1092 

Cosine for sofe of fis Opinione [leafis] 

Thou hast a veine ymaginacione 

This prisonment caused not me to crie 

Bot .1. was hurte riht no we foruhe-oute myn eye 1096 | in. w. 

In to myne hert fat wil my bane be | in. 20. 

The fairnesse of fat ladi fat .1. se 

3onde in f e Gardeine Eomeynge to and froo 

Is cause of al my cryinge and woo 1100 

.1. note where sche be womman or goddes 

Bot venus is it sof eli as .1. ges in. 11 

And f erewif al on knes downe he fylle 

And seide venus if it be fi wille 1104 

J)ou in f is Gardine f us to transfigure 
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Be-for me sorweful wriclied creature 

Owte of Jis prison helpe fat we male scape 

And if so be my destanye be scbape 

Bi eterne werlde to dy3en in prisone 

Of owre linage bane some compassione 

Jjat is so lowe y-bronbt be tirannye 

% And -wip fat worde Arcite gan aspie 

Wbere fat f is ladi romede to and fro 

And wif fat sibt bire beante burte bim so 

Tbat if .palamon was wounded sore 

Arcite is burte as mucbe as be or more 

And wif a sike be seide Pitously 

Tbe friscbe bewte slef e me sodeynly 

Of bir fat romef in fat 3onder place 

And bot .1. baue bir merci and bir grace 

Tbat .1. maie seen bire att f e lest weie 

.1. ne am bot dede f er nys no more to seie 

Tbis Palamon wban be f es wordes berde 

Dispitusli be loked and and Answerde 

Wbef er seistowe f ou f is in ernest or in pleye 

E"aie quod Arcite in ernest be my feye 

Grod belpe me so me list fu yuel pleie 

Tbis Palamon gan knyte bis browes tweie 

Itt weere to f e quod, be no grete honour^ 

ffor to be false or for to be traitowr 

To me fat am f i cosin and f i brof ere 

.I.-sworne fill depe and icbe of vs to of ere 

fat neuer for to di^en in f e peyne 

Til def e baf e departe v« tweyne 

IsTeyf er in loue to binder of er 

ITe in none of ere case my leue brof er 

Bot fat f ou scboldest trewly forf er more 

In euery case and ,1. scbal forf er f e fore 

Tbis was fine of e ajid myne certeine 

J. wote ribt wele f ou darste it noubt wif -seine 

Tbus art f ou of my counsel owte of dowte 
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And I^owe Jou woldest falsely bene abowte 

To lone my ladi whome .1. lone and s^rne 

And Quer schal til fat myne hert sterne 1144 

"EowQ certes false Arcite Jou schalte not so 

I loned Lir first and tolde J)e my woo 

As to my Cosin and my brof er sworne 

To ferjjer me as .1. haue tolde to forne 1148 

ffor wliiclie Jjou art bownden as a knyht 

To helpe if it laie in fi myht 

Or elles ert fou fals .1. dare wele seine 

H This Arcite ful prowdeli spake a3eine 1152 

Thowe scbalt quodi lie [be] rafer false fan .1. 

Bot fowe ert false .1. tel fe witerly . 

ffor paramonre .1. loued here first ar foue 

Wbat wiltow seine fow wist it not 3it nowe 1156 

Wbefer sebe be a womman or a goddesse 

Tbine es affecione of bolynesse 

And myne is lone as to a creatur 

ffor wbicbe .1. tolde pe myn aventur 1160 

As to my cosine and to my bropere sworne 

IT .1. pose pat pon louest bad . hir to forne 

Wost powe nonbt wele pe olde clerkes sawe 1163 

rr^i > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Q^is legem dat amantib«t.<} 

That who scbal 3eue a loner any lawe . 

Lone is a gretter lawe be my panne 

Than maie be 3ene to ani erpeli manne 

And pere positif lawe and swycbe decree 

Is broke al dale for lone in ycbe degree 1168 

A man most nedes lone maugrif bis bede | [See v. si.] 

He maie not fli3en it poube be scbolde be dede I 

Al be scbe maide or wydow or elles wif 

And eke it is nonbt likely al pi lif 1172 | [See v. 45, 49.1 

To stonde in bir grace na more scbal .1. 

ffor wele pon wost pi self verrely 

That pon and .1. bene dampne to pnsoii 

Perpetnely . vs geynep no Eaunson 1176 

We striuen as bonndes for pe bone [leaf le] 
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They fonliten al dale mid 3it Jjeire parte was none 

There come a kite whil fat J?ei were so wrofe 

That bare awaie fe bone be-twex hem bojje 1180 

Ac J?ere-fore att f e kinges courte my brofer 

Eche mon for him self fere is none ofer 

Lone if fou list for .1. lone and ay schaft 

And sofeli leue broker J?is is ait 1184 

Here in fis prison most we endure 

And eneryche of vs tak his aventnre 

IT Grete was fe strif and longe be-twex hem tweie 

If fat J. had leiser for to seie 1188 

Eot to fis effecte it happened on a daye 

To tellen it 30W as schortly as .1. maye 

A worthi Due fat hiht . Perotheus 

That felowe was vn-to Due Theseus 1192 

Sen f ilke daie fat f ei weren childern lite 

Was co??2men to Athenes his felawe to visite 

And for to pleie as he was wont to do 

ifor in fis werlde he louede no man so 1196 

And he loue him also as tendrely a-3eine 

So wele fey loued as olde bokes seine 

That whanne fat one was dede sothely to telt 

His felaw went and sowht him downe in hett 1200 

Bot of fat stori leste me nouht to write 

Due Perotheus louede wel Arcite 

And him knowe att Thebes 3ere be 3ere 

And ffinally . att request . and prayere 1204 

Of Perotheus wif -owten any Eaunsoii . 

Due Theseus him lete owte of prison 

ffrely to gone where fat him list oner aft 

In suche a gise as .1. 3owe telle schatt 1208 

This was f e forward pleinly to endite 

Be-twex Theseus and him Arcite 

That if so were fat Arcite was fownde 

Euere in his lif be daie or nyht or stownde 1212 

In any Contre of fis Theseus 
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And war Gaulit it was accorded fus 

That wijje a swerde lie scholde lese his hede 

Ther nas none o'jpere remedye ne rede 

Bot takejje his leue and homwarde he him spedde 

Lat him be war his nek li]?e to wedde 

How grete a sorwe suffiirfe nowe arcite 

The de]?e he felej? fornhe his hert smite 

He wepe])e he weylef atid crief pitously 

To slene him self he waitef priuely 

He seide alas Jat .1. was borne 

nSTowe is my pnson werse pan be-forne 

ISTowe is me schape etemalie to dwelle 

!N"onht in purgatorie Bot in helle 

Alas Jat euer .1. knewe Perotheus 

ffor elles had .1. dwelled wi]? Theseus 

Ifetterd in his prison euer mo 

Than had .1. bene in blisse and nowht in woo 

Onely pe siht of hire whome pat .1. serue . 

Thouhe pat .1. neuere hii' grace miht deserue 

IVhiolde haue ysufi&sed riht .I.-nowhe for me 

If dere Cosine Palamon quod, he 

Thine is pe victorie of pis auenture 

fful blisfully in pnson mayght pou dure 

In pnson sertes naye bot Paradise 

Wele hap fortune turned pe dise 

That hape pe siht of hire and J. pe absence 

jGfor possible is seppe pou hast hir presence 

And art a kny[ght] a worpi and an able 

That be som caas fortune is chaungeable 

Thou maiste to pi desire somtime ateigne 

Bot .1. pat am exiled and bareigne 

Of al grace and in so grete dispeire 

That per nys erpe water j&re ne ayre 

]N"e creature pat of hem Maked is 

That may me helpe ne do me comford in pis 

Wele owht .1. sterue In wanhope and distris 
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[ line out : no gap in the MB.^ Teai 

Alas why pleine men so in Comiine 

On purueance of god or of fortune 1252 

]3at 3eue]?e hem ful of in many a gise 

"Wele bet ]?an fei can hem self deuise 

Som man desire]? for to haue richesse 

Jjat cause is of his mordre or grete sekenesse 1256 

And som man wolde owte of his pn'son fayne 

That in his house is of his meine sleyne . 

Infinite harmes bene in f is matiere 

We wote nowht what J?inge we praien Mere 1260 

We faren as he fat dronken is as a mouse 

A dronken man wote wele he hafe an house 

Bot he note whiche fe riht waie is federe [leaf i7] 

And to a dronken man fe waie is sclefere 1264 

And certes in fis werlde so fare7^ we 

We seken fast after felicite . 

Bot we gone wronge oft ful trewli 

Thus male we seine aft and namelyche J. 1268 

That wende and had a grete opinione 

That if .1. myht scippe fro prisone 

Than had .1. b[e]ne in loye and parfit hele 

There no we .1. am exiled fro my wele 1272 

Sen fat .1. may not sene 30 we Emelye • ni rs. 

J. am bot dede fer^ nyse no remedie 

% Ypon fat of ere side Palamon 

Whan fat he wiste fat Arcite was agone 1276 

Suche sorwe he makef fat f e grete toure 

Besounef of his ^ellinge and clamour 

The pore fettres on his schinnes grete 

Were of his bitter salte teres wete 1280 

Alas quodi he Arcita Cosyn myne 

Of al oure strif god wote f e fruyt is f ine- 

Thow walkes now in Thebes att f i large 

And of my woo f ou 3euest litel charge 1284 

Thou maiste sinne f ou hast wisdome and manhede 
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Assemble al fe folke of 30ure kinrede 

And Maake a werre so scharpe on f is Cite 

That be som auenture or sum trete 1288 

Thou maiste haue to lady and to wife 

ffor whome Jat .1. most nedes lese my life 

ffor as be weie of Possibilite 

Sethe ]jou art att J?i large of pnson fre 1292 

An art a lorde grete is Jine avantage 

More ])an is myne fat steruefe here in a cage 

IF ffor .1. mote wepe and waile wil fat .1. leue 

Wit A al fe wo fat pn'son maie me ^ene 1296 

Ande eke wife peine fat loue me 3eueth also 

That dowblef al my turment and my wo 

Thare-wif e f e fire of lelonsie vp sterte 

Wit^-inne his breste and hente him be f e herte 1 300 

So woodly fat he like was to be-holde 

The box tree or f e asshen dede or colde . 

^ Than seide he cruel goddes fat gouern 

This werlde wif byndeinge of 30wre worde eterne 1304 

And wreten in f e table of Atthamaunt Deaf 17, back] 

3owre parlement and 3owre eterne graunt 

What is Mankinde More vn-to 30 holde 

Than is f e schepe fat rowkef in f e folde 1308 

ffor sleine is man riht as anof ere beste 

And duellef e eke in pr/son and in areste 

And haf e sekenesse and grete aduersite 

And ofte time giltles parde 1312 

IT What gouernance is in f is prescience 

That giltles tormentef Innocence 

And encresef f us al my penaunce 

That man is bounde to his obserua«^nce 1316 

ffor goddes saake to letten of his witt 

fere as a beste maie al his lust fulfill: 

And whan a beste is dede it haf e no peine 

Bot after his def e man moste wepe and pleyne . 1320 

Thouhe in f is werlde he haue care and woo 
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"Wif-owten doute it maie stonden soo 

The ansewere of fis lette .1. to dyuines 

Bot wele J. wote Jat in Jjis werlde gTete peine es 

Alas .1. see a serpent or a J?ef 

That mony a trewman haf done meschief 

Gone att his large and where him list maie tnrne 

Bot .1. most be in prison foruhe Saturne 

An eke foruhe luno lalous and eke wode 

That hafe destruyde nyhe al fe blode 

Of Thebes wif his waste walles wide 

And venus fliej) me on fat ojjere side 

ffor lalousie and fere of him Arcite 

IF iNowe wil .L stinte of Palamon a lite 

And lat him in his; prisone stille dwelle 

And of Arcite forJ?e .1. will: 3owe telle 

The somer passej) and ])e nihtes longe 

Encreseth dowble wise ]?e peynes stronge 

Boje of fe louere and ]}e prisonere 

J. note wiche hajje ]7e wofuUer myster 

ffor schortelye for to seine Jis Palamon 

Perpetnely is dampned to prison 

In chynes and fettres to Jje dede 

And Arcit is ercilede vpon his hede 

ffor enere more as onte of Jjat Cuntre 

E'e nenere ne schal his lady see . 

% 3owe louiers .1. aske Jis qnestione 

"Who ha]j ]je wers Arcite or Palamone 

The one maie se his lady . daie be dale 

Bot in prison he most dwel alweie 

The toj?ere where him liste Maie ride or goo 

Bote sene his lady schal he nener moo 

iN'owe demej? as ^owe liste fat ^e caime 

ffor .1. wil tel forfe as .1. be-ganne 
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% Wlian fat Arcite to Thebes commen was 

fful often adaie he swelte and seide alas 1356 

ffor seen his ladi schal h.e neuer moo 

And Bchortly to concluden al his woo 

So muche sorwe had nener creature 

That is or schaft whil fat fe werde mai dure 1360 

His slepe his mete his drinke is be-raft I iv. 26, 27. 

fat lene he wex and drie as is a schaft j 

His yhe hollowe and grisely to be-holde • iv. 28. 

His hiew falowe and pale as asshe colde 1364 . iv. ?r. 

And solitarie he was . and euer a lone 

And weyleynge al fe nyht makinge his mone . 

And if he herde songe or instrument 

Than wolde he wepe he myht nouht be stent 1368 

So feble eke were his spretes and he lowe iv. 29. 

And Chaungede so fat noman couf e knowe 

His speche nor his voice f ouhe men hit herde 

And in his gere for al f e werlde he ferde 1372 

'Not comly lyke to louers maledye 

Of heres bot rafer like manye 

Engenderd of humor malancolike 

Be-forne his celle ffantastike 1376 

And scortly torned was al vp and downe 

Bofe Abite and disposicioz^ne 

Of him fis woful louer dame Arcite 

^ Wat schold .1. al daie of his wo endite 1380 

Whan he endured had a 3ere or two 

This cruel torment and fis peine and woo 

As Thebes in his Centre as .1. seide 

Ypon a nyhte on slepe as he him leide. 1384: 

Him fouht howe fat venged god Mercuric 

Be-forne him stode and bad him to be merie 

His slepi 3erde in honde he bar vp riht 

An hatte he werede vpon his heres briht 1388 
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Arraide was fis god as as lie toke kepe 

As lie was whan fat Argus toke his slepe 

And seide him ])us to Athenes ]JOw schalt wende [leaf is, back] 

Where is fe schapen of fi woo an ende 1 392 

•|[ And wif fat worde Arcite woke and sterte 

"Now trewli how sore fat me smerte 

Quod he to Athenes riht no we wil .1. fare 

He for fe drede of defe schal .1. nouht spare 1396 

To se my lady fat .1. loue and serue 

In hire presence .1. reche not to sterue 

And wif fat worde he canht a grete Mirronre 

And sauhe fat channged was al his coloure 1400 

And sanhe his vesage al in anof er kinde 

And riht anone it ran him in his mynde 

That sef his face was so disfigurede 

Of f e Maledy whiche he had endnrede 1404 

He myht wele if fat he bare him lowe 

Leue in Athenes euer more vnknowe 

An seen his lady wel ny day be daye 

And riht anone he chaunged his Araye 1408 

And clad him as poure laborere 

An al alone sane onely o swiere 

That knewe his priuete and al his case 

Whiche was disgised pouerly as he was 1412 

To Athenes is gone f e next waye 

And to f e conrte he went vpon a daye 

And att f e gate he proferd his seruyse 

To drugge and drawe what so men wil denise 1416 

And schortly of f is mater for to seine 

He fel in office wif a chamburleine 

The whiche fat was dwellinge wif Emelye 

ffor he was wise and sone conf e aspye 1420 

ffor euery seruant whiche f at seruef here 

Wele conf e he hewen wode and water here' 

fPor he was 3onge and myhti for f e nones 

And f er-to he was stronge and briht of bones 1424 
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To done fat any whit him can devise 

A ^ere or two he was in Jis seruise 

Page of fe chambere of Emely J?e briht 

And Philostrat he seide ]?at he hiht 

Eot halfe so wele be-loued a man as he 

ISTe was Jere neuer in Courte of his degre 

He was so gentil of condiczowne 

That j7oruhe-owte al ]?e courte was his renonne 

Thei seide ]?at it were a charite 

That Theseus wolde en-hannse his degre 

And putten him in worschip-ful seruise 

There as he myht his vertue exercise 

And ])us wijj-inne a while his name is spronge 

Bofe of his dede and his good tonge 

That Theseus haj^e taken him so nere 

That of his chambre he maade him a swiere 

And jaue him gold to mainteigne his degre 

And eke men brouht him oute of his contre 

ffro 3ere to ^ere so pn'uely his rente 

But onestly and sleyhtly . he it spente 

J3at noman wondred howe fat he it hadde 

4nd frei 3ere in J?is wise his lif he ladde 

And bare him so in pees and eke in werre 

There was no man fat Theseus hathe derre 

And in fis blisse let .1. no we Arcite 

And speke J. wiit of Palamon a lite 

% In derkenes and horrible and stronge pn'sone 

]?is seuen 3ere haf e siten Palamone 

ffor-pined whate for wo and for destresse 

Who felef double sore and heuinesse 

Bot Palamon fat loue destreynef so 

That woode owte of his witte he gof for wo 

And eke f ere-to he is a prisoner 

Perpetuelly not onely for a 3ere 

Who couf e rime in Englisshe propurly 

His martirdome for sof e it am not .1. 
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There-fore .1. passe al so lilitly as .1. uaaye Tesdoe. 

IT It fel fat in fe seuent 3ere of maie 

Tlie ]?ridde nylite as holde bokes seine 

That aft ]?is story telle]? more pleine 1464 

"Were it be aventure or destanye 

As whan a finge is schape it schal bye 

Jpat sone after ]?e mydenyht Palamon 

Be helpinge of a frende brake prison 1468 

And fleeth fe Cite fast as he mai goo 

ffor he had gif his Gailer drinke soo 

Of a clarre maade of a certein wyne 

Wip nercotiks and opie of Thebes fyne 1472 

That al fat nyht fonlie fat men wold him schake 

The Gaillere slepe he myht nouht awake . 

And fns he flief as fast as euere he maie [leaf i9, back] 

The nyht was schort and fast be f e daie 1476 

That nedes coste he most him self hiden 

And til a groue faste fast fere be-siden 

Wif dredful fote fan stalkef Palamon 

ffor schort fis was his opinion 1480 

That in fat groue he wolde him hide aldaie 

And in f e nyht fan wolde he take his waie 

To Thebes-warde his frendes for to praye 

On Theseus to helpe him to werreie 1484 

Or schortly he wolde lese his lif 

Ore wynnen Emely to his louely wif 

This is f efecte and his entente pleine 

IT E"ow whiles turne we to Arcite a3eine 1488 

That litel wiste how nihe fat was his care 

Til fat fortone hadde cauht him in his snare 

The besi larke messagiere of daie 

Saluef in hir songe f e morwe greie 1492 

And iiry phebus risef vp so bright 

jDat al f e orient lawhef . of f e sight 

Aid wif his streme drief in f e greues 

The siluer dropes hangeinge on f e leues 1496 
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And Arcita fat in fe courte roial Teseide. 

Wi]? Thesens his swier p7incipal 

Is resen and lokejp on fe mery daie 

And for to done his obseruance to maie 1500 

Eememhringe on ]?e pointe of his desire 

He on his conrsere stertynge as fire 

Is reden to fe feldes him to pleie 

Owte of Jje Court were it a meyle or tweye 1504 

And to ]?e groue of whiche as [I] 30W tolde 

Be aventur his weie he gan to holde 

To Maken him a garlonde of 'fe greues | iv. 62. 

Were it of wodebinde or of heiforne leues 1508 

And loude he songe a-3ein fe sonne schene 

Maie wij? al fi floures and fi grene 

Welcom be J?ou feire fresche Maie 

I. hop fat .1. sume grene get maie 1512 

And from his coursur wif a lusti herte 

In to fe groue ful hastely he sterte 

And in a paf e he romej? vp and doune 

Thar as be aventur of fis Palamon 1516 

Was in a busshe fat no man miht him see [leaf 20] 

ffor sore aferde of his def e was he 
1^0 f inge knewe he fat it was Arcite 

God wote he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 1520 

Bot sof e is seide gon sif e many ^eres 

That felde haf e y3en . and wode haf e eres 

It [is] ful faire a man to here him euen 

ffor aldaie metef men att vn-sette steuen 1524 

fful litel wote arcite of his felawe 

Jpat was so nyhe to herken of his sawe 

ffor in f e busche he sittef now ful stitt 

Whan fat Arcite had romede al his filt 1528 

And songen al f e roundel lustely 

In to a stody he fel sodanly 

As done f es loners in hir queynte geres 

ISTowe in f e crope no we downe in f e breres 1532 
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"Nowe vp nowe downe as a boket in a welle 

Eiht as f e fridaie so]?eli for to tell6 

I^owe it scMnef e nowe it reinej? fast 

Biht so gan geri venns ouer cast 1536 

TKe hertes of hir folke riht as hir daie 

Is gerful riht so channgef sche arraie 

Seld is Ipe fridaie al fe weke ylike 

^ Whan fat Arcite had songe he gan to sike 1540 

And set him donne wif-owten any more 

Alas quod, he fat daie fat .1. was hore 

Howe longe luno foruhe fi crueltee 

Wiltow werien Thebes f e Citee 1544 

Alas brouht it is to confusione 

The blode Eoial of Cadine and Amphione 

Of Cadiniis whiche fat was f e first man 

That Thebes bulet or first fe tonne be-gan 1548 

And of f e Cite first was Cronned kinge 

Of his linage am .1. and of his ospringe 

Be verrei . ligne as of f e stok Eoialle . 

And IN'ow .1. am so caitif and so fralle . 1552 

That he fat is my mortal ennemye 

.1. serue him as his swier ponerelye 

And 3it dof e me luno wel more schame 

ffor .1. dar .1. not be-knowe myne owne name 1556 

Bot fere as .1. was. wonte hiht Arcite 

N"ow .hiht. Philostrate not worf e a niyte 

Alias f on fel mars Alias f on luno . ; 

Thus haf e 30wer ire owre lignage al for-do . 1560 ; 

Saue only me and wreched palamon [leaf 20, back] I 

That Theseus Martiref in pn'son I 

And ouer al f is to slene me vtterly 

Loue haf faire his darte so brinyngly 1564 

Istiked f oruhe my trewe careful herte 

That schapen was my def arst fan my scherte 

3e slene me wife ^owere yhen Emelye 

The be fe cause were-for fat .1. die 1568 
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Of al J?e remenan of myne oJ>ere care Teseioe. 

ISTe sette .1. noulit pe moimtance of a tare 

So pat .1. conpe do onhte to 3owre plesance 

And wip pat worde he fel doime in a trance 1572 

A longe tim and Jie afterwarde vpstert 

IT This Palamon pat pouht pat poruhe his her^e- 

He felde a colde swerde sodeinly ghde 

ffore ire he whoke no lenger wolde he bide 1576 

And whan pat he had herde Arcites tale 

As he were wode wipe face dede and pale 

He stert him vpe onte of pe boskes pikke 

And seide Arcite. false treitoiire wikke 1580 

jN'owe art pow hent pat louest mi ladie so 

ffor whome pat .1. haue al pis peine and woo 

And art my blode and to my consel sworne 

As .1. ful oft haue tolde pe here be-forne 1584 

And hast be-japed here Due Theseus 

And falsely haste pou chaunged . pi name pus 

.1. wil be dede or elles pou schalt di3e 

Thou schalt nouht loue my ladie Emelye 1588 

Bot .1. wift louere onely . and no mo 

ffor .1. am Palamon pi mortal fo 

And poughe pat .1. no wepen haue in pis place . 

Bot owte of prisons am asterte be grace 1592 

.1. drede nouht pat ouper pu schal dije I see v. si. 

Or pou ne schat not louen Emelye \ 

Ches whiche pou wilte or pou schalt nouht asterte 

^ This Arcite wip ful dispitouse herte 1596 

Whan he him knewe and had his tale herde 

As fers a[s] lion he pulled owte a swerde 

And seid pus be god pat sittep aboue 

iN'ere it were pat pou art seke and woode for loue 1600 

And eke pat pou no wepen hast in pis place 

Thou scholdest neuer oute of pis groue pace . 

That pou ne scholdest dei3en of myne honde [leaf 21] 

fibr .1. defie pe suyrte and pe bonde * C* See p. 25, ».5.] 1604 | v. 51. 
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WMclie fat Jjou seist .1. haue maade to fe | Teseioe. 

V. 61. 

Whatt verreie foole f inke wele fat loue is fre 

And .1. wil loue hir Maugre al fi mylit 

Bot for al so muclie as fou ert a worfi knyht 1608 

And "wilneste to darreine Hr^ be Bataile 

Haue here my trowfe to morne wil .1. noukt faile 

"Wifouten weteinge of any oJ?ere wight 

That here .1. wil be founden as a knyht 1612 

And bringen hemeys riht . ynowhe fox fe 

And chese fe beste and leiie fe werst for me 

And mete and drinke fis nyht wil .1. bringe 

.Y.-nowghe for fe and clones for J?i bedynge 1616 

And . if so be pat pou my lady wynne 

And sle me in pis wode pare .1. am inne 

Jpou maiste wele haue my lady as for me 

This Palamon ansewerd .1. graunt it pe 1620 

And pus pei bene departid til on morwe 

Whan iche of hem had leide his feipe to borwe 

Occupiede owte of al charite 

*f regne pat wolde no felawe haue wip pe 1624 

fful sope is seide pat loue ne lordeschipe V. is. 

Wil not his ponkes haue no felauschipe 

We iinde pat of arcite and of Palamone 

Arcite is Eeden anone in to pe toune 1628 

And on pe morwe ar it were dales liht 

fful pn'uely tuo herneys hape he diht 

Bope suf&sant and mete to darreine 

The Bataile in pe felde be-tuex hem tweyne 1632 

And on his hors alone as he was borne 

He cariep al his herneyce him be-forne 

And in pe groue att pe time and place y-sette 

Jois Arcite and Palamon ben mette 1636 

To chaungen gan pe coloure in her face 

Eiht as pe hunters in pe Eeigne of Trace vn. io6. 

J?at stondep atf a gappe wip a spere 

Whan huntide is pe lyon or pe here 1640 
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Teseide. 



Til. 119. 



And liere]? Mm come rosslieinge in pe greues 

And brekefe bope bowes and pe leues 

And pinke]? here come]? my mortale enmye 

Wijjpe-owte faile he most be dede or J. 1644 

ffor eijjer .i. mote slene bim att pe gappe Deaf 21, back] 

Or [te] most sle me . if pat me mys bappe 

So ferden [pey] in cbaungeinge of hire bewe 

As fer as icbe of bem oper knewe 1648 

Tbar nas no good daye ne no salueynge 

Bot streite wipouten worde or reberseinge 

Euerycbe of bem belpe to arme opere 

As frendely as be were bis owen bropere 1652 

And after pat wip scbarpe speres stronge 

Tbei foynen ecbe att opere wonder longe 

Tbou mibtest wene pat tbis palamon 

In bis feibtinge were a wode lyon * 1656 

And as a cruel tigre was Arcite 

As wilde bores gonne pei to smyte 

J^at fropen wbite as fome . for ire wode 

Yp to pe Ancle fonbt pei in peire blode 1660 

And in pis wise .1. lete bem feibtinge dwells 

And forp .1. wil of Tbesens 3owe telle 

Tbe destanye Ministre general • ^^' 1. 

Tbat executep in pe werld oueral 1664 

Tbe Purueance pat . god bap seie be-fore * . i* see p. 25, %, e.i 

So stronge it is pat peibe pe werlde bad it swore 

Tbe contrarie of a pinge be 3e or naye 

3it some time it scbal fal on a daye . 1^^^ »Y,ii. 

J^at fallep noubt eft wip-inne a ponsande 3ere 

ffor certeinly onre appetites bere 

Be it of werre of pese . or bate or lone 

Att is pis rewled be pe sibt aboue 1672 

Tbis Mene J. nowe be mybty Tbeseus | v. 17, 

Tbat for to bnnf is so desirus 

And namely att pe grete bert in male 

Tbat in bis bed pere dawep bim no daie 1676 
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V. irr. 

v.rs. 



j)SLt he na es clad and redi for to ride 

Wip hunte and liorne and Jiundes Iiim biside 

fibr in his huntynge haje he swyche delite 

That it is al is hope . loy and appetite 1680 

To bene him self ]je grete hertes bane 

ffor after mars . he seme]) now Diane 

Clere was fe daie as .1. hane told ar fis 

And Theseus wij? al loy and blisse 1684 

WiJ) his ypolita fe faire quene 

And Emely clojjed al in Grene 1 [geexii.65.] 

On huntyn bene fe reden Eoially 

And to fe Groue fat stod ful fast by 

In whiche J>er was an herte as men him tolde 

IF Due Theseus fe streiht waie haf holde 

And to ]?e lauTzde he ride]? him ful riht 

ffor feder was fe hert wonte to haue his fliht 

And ouer a broke and so forfe on his weie 

Tliis Due wil haue a cours att him or tweie 

Wi]j houndes suche as him lust commaunde 

And whan J)is Due wa[s] come vn to Jje launde 

Ynder fe sonne he loked And a-none 

He was war of Arcite and Palamone . 

]?at fowhten breme as it wer boly two 

The briht swerdes wenten to and foo . [? ms. fro] 1700 

So hydously fat wif fe lest stroke 

It seme]) ])at it wald fel an oke 

Bot whate fei were nofinge he wote 

This Due his Coursur wif his spores smote 1704 | v. 82. 

And att a sterte he was be-twix hem two 

And pulled owte a swerde And cride ho 

IN'o more vpon peine of leseynge of 3oure hede 

Be myhti Mars he schal a-none be dede 1708 

That smyte]) any stroke . fat .1. male seen 

Bot telle me what mester men ^e been | v. sa 

That bene so hardy to feihten here 

Wif-owten lugge or ofer ofificere 1712 

4 LANSDOWNE 49 



[leaf 22] 

1688 



1692 



1696 



See V. 91. 



50 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

As it were in a litel list roiallie Tesem. 

% This Palamon ansewerd hastelye 
' And seide sire wliat nedef wordes mo 
"We haue fe dej) deserued bo])e tno 1716 

Two wofuft wreches be we tuo Caytyues 
That "bene encumberde of owre owen lines 
And as Jon art a riht-fnl lorde and Inge 
IsTe 3if vs neyfer mercy ne refnge 1720 

Bot sle me first for seinte Charite 
And sle my felaw eke as wele as me 
Or sle him for fonbe thon knowest it lite 
]?is is ])i mortal fo ]jis is Arcite 1724 

That fro Ji londo is banysshed on his hed 
ffor whiche he hajje desemed to be dede 
ffor ]jis is he whiche come vn to j^i gate 
And seide fat he hiht Philostrate . 1728 

Thns hafe he laped pe fnl mony a 3ere [leaf 22, back] 

And Jjon hast maade him ]?i chef swyere 
And fis is he pat lone]? Emelye 

ffor sej) pat daie is come pat .1. schal di3e 1732 

.1. make pleinely my confessione 
Jpat .1. am pilke wofnl palamone 

Jjat hape pi pnsone broken wikkedly . , gee v. 91. 

.1. am pi mortale foo and it am .1. 1736 

Jpat lonepe so bote Emelye pe bribte 
That wil di^e present in hire sihte 

Wbere-fore .1. ax depe and my Inyse | y. 90. 

Bot sle my felawe in pe same wise 1 740 

ffor bope we bane deserned to be sleine 
IT This worpi Dnc ansewerd anone a3eine 
And seide this is a schort conclnsione 
Jowre owren monpe be 30wre confessione 1744 

Hape dampne 30W and it wil recorde 
It nedep nonht to pyne 3owe wip corde 
3e schal be ded be myhti Mars pe rede 
The qweene anone for yerrei wommanhede 1748 
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Gan for to wepe and so dide Emelie 

And al pe ladies in ]?e companye 

Grete pite was as hem Jjouht alle 

That euer suche a chaunce shold falle 1752 

ffor gentilmen Jjei were of grete astate 

And nopinge hot for lone was pis dehate 

And sanhe hire blody woundes wide and sore 

And al criden hope lasse and more 1756 

Haue merci lorde vpon vs wemmen alle 

And on her bare knees downe pei falle 

And wolde haue kist his fote Ipere as he stode , 

Til att laste a-slaked was his moode 1760 

ffor pite rennej) sone in gentil hei?te 

And ponhe he firste fore Ire quoke and sterte 

He considered schortly in a clause 

The trespas of hem hope and eke pe cause 1764 

And al-pouhe pat his Ire hir gilte accusede 

Jit in his reson he hem bop excusede 

And pus he pouht wele pat euery man 

Wil helpe him selfe in loue if pat he can 1768 

And eke deliuere him self owte of prisone 

And eke his herte had compassione 

Of wemmen for pei wepen euer in one [leaf 28] 

And in his gentift hert . he pouht anone 1 772 

And soft vn to him self he seide ^e 

Ypon a lorde pat wille haue no mercye 

Bot he be lyone hope in worde and in dede 

To hem pat bene in repentance and drede 1776 

Al so wele as to a proude dispitous man 

That wil Maiten pat he first be-gan 

That lorde hap litel of discrecioft 

That in suche cas can no deuisioii 1780 

And weiepe pride and humblenesse after one 

And whan his Ire is pus a-gone 

He gan to Loken vpe wip yhe liht 

And spake pis same wordes al on hiht 1784 
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ff The god of lone A Benedicite Teseide. 

Howe myliti and howe grete a lorde is lie 
A3eiiies Hs myhtes fere gayne]? none obstacles 
He maie be cleped a god for his miracles 1788 

;.ffor he can maken att his owen gise 
Of eueryche hert as fat him list denise 
Loo here fis Arcite and Palamon 

That quytly weere owte my pnson 1792 

And myht haue leued in Thebes roialye 
And weten .1. am here mortale enemye 
And fat hire def e life in my myht also 
And hafe lone Mangre here eyen two 1796 

Brouht hem hider bof for to die 
]^owe lokef is nouht fat an hihe folye 
Who maye be a foole bot if he lone 

Be-holde for goddes sake fat sittef aboue 1800 

Se howe f ei blede be f ei nouht wele araide 
Thus hafe hire lorde f e god of loue ypaide 
Hire wages and her fees for hire seruise 
And 3ut fei wenen for to be fulwise 1804 

That seruen loue for ouht fat maie be-falle 
Bot f is is 3ete f e beste game of alle 
That sche for wham fei haue f is lolite 
Kan hem f erfore as muche f onke as me 1808 

Sche woote no more of alt f is hote fare 
Bi god fan wote a cokkowe or an hare 
Bot al mot bene assaide hote and colde 

A man most be a foole or 3onge or olde 1812 y 92. 

.1. wote it be my selfe ful 3ore a-gone '[leaf 22, back] 

ffor in my time a seruant was .1. one 
And fare-fore sef .1. knowe of loues peine 
.1. woote howe sore it kan a man distreine 1816 

As he fat hafe bue cauht oft in his lace 

.1. 30we for-3ef al holely f is trespace 1 y. 92.3. 

At f e request of f e queue fat knelef here 
And Eke of Emely my suster dere 1820 
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And 36 schali; Bofe anone vn to me swere- Teseide. 

. Jat neuer 36 sclial my coroiine dere 
!N"e make werre vpon me nyht ne dale- 
Bot bene my frendes in al fat 36 male 1824 

.1. 3 owe for-3eue pis trispaas euery dele 

And J>ei him sworne his axen faire and wele | v. 93. 

And him of lordeschipe and of Mercie preide 
And- hem grauntepe grace and fns he seide 1828 

IF To speke of Eoial lignage and richesse v. m. 

Thonlie pat sche weere a queene or a Princesse- 
Eche of 3owe hope is worpi doutelesse 
To wedden whan time is bot napelesse 1832 

.1. speke as for [my] suster Emelye 
ffor whom .1. hatie. pis strif and lalowsie 

Je wit 30ure selfe sche maie nouht wedden twoo . v. 95. 

Att ones pouhe 36 feihten ener moo 1836 

Bot one of ^owe al be him lope or leue 
He mote go pipen in an yny lene 
This to sei sche maye nouht haue bope 
Al be 36 neuer so lelouse ne so wrope 1840 

And for-pi .1. 3owe pute in pis degre 
That iche of 30W schal haue his destanye 
As him is schape and herkenepe in whatt wise 
Lo here 3owre ende of pat .1. schal deuise 1844 

^ Mi will: is [this ^] for plate conclusione [' ms. rubbed] 

Wip-owten any replicacione 
If pat 3 owe likep takep it for pe beste 
That eueryche of 30we schal gone where him leste 1848 
ffrely wip-owten Eaunson or daungere 

And . pis daie fifty wekes fer ne nere ' un anno intero,' 

Eueryche of 3owe schal bringe an .C. knyhtes v. 9?. 

Armed for lystes vp al Eihtes 1852 'neUeafronostrov 

Al redi to darreine hir by Bataile 
And pis behet .1. 30W wip-owte faile . 
Ypon my troupe and as .1. am knyht [leaf 24] 

That wheper of ^owe bope pat hape miht 1856.. 
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This is to seine whefer he or Jjou 

Maie wij? his hundrej? as .1. spak of nowe 

Sle his contrarie or owte of listes drine 

That schal .1, 3eue Emelia to wif 1860 

To whome ]?at fortone jeue]) so faire a grace 

The listes schal .1. maken in ]?is place 

And god so wisly on my soule rewe 

As .1. schal Euen luge be and trewe 1864 

3e schol none ofer ende wi]) me makene 

Jpat one of 30we ne schatt be dede or takene 

And 3if 3owe finkef fis is wele .I.-seide 

Seife 3owre avise a?2c?holde 30we wele apaide 1868 

This es 30ure ende and 3oure conclusione 

Who loke]) lihtly nowe bot palamone 

Who springe]? vp for ioie bot arcite 

Who coufe telle or who coufe it endite 187P 

The ioye ]?at is maked in Je place 

Whan Theseus hajje done so faire a grace 

But downe one knees went . eue/y manere wiht 

And fonked him wij? al here hert and myht 1876 

And namely f e Thebanes oft sij?e 

And Jus wi]) good hope and wijjfe herte blije 

Thei taken here leue and homward gan f ei ride 

To Thebes wi]x olde walles wide 1880 



Teseide. 

V. 98. 

[no slaying men 
tioued.] 



[' tanta grazia,' 
y. 100,] 



{PART IIL No gap in the MS.I 



.1. trowe men wolde it deme !N*ecligence 
3if .1. for-3ate to tellen Je dispence 
Of Theseus fat go]je so besily 
To Maken yp Jje listes roially 
J?at suche a noble theatre as it was 
.1. dare wele sale in fe werlde Ipere nas 
The circuite a Mile was aboute 
Walled of stone and diche aft wi]j-oute 
Eou?^de was ]?e schappe maner of compas 
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fful of degrees fe heigRte of sexti pas 

That whan a man. was sette on o degree 

He let-it nonhte his felow for to see 1892 , 

Estwarde Jere stoode a gate of marble white 

Westward riht stoode a-nofer in fe opposite . 

And schortly to conclude snche a place 

Was none in erfe and in so litel a space . 1896 

ffor in ]?e londe Jjere nas no crafti man [leaf 24, back] 

That Geomatrie or arce metrik can 

iN'e Purtreoure ne keruer of ymages , 

Thas Theseus ne 3afe mete and wages 1900 

The Theatre to make and to deuise 

And for to done his riht and sacrifice 

He Estwarde ha]) vpon Jje gate aboue 

In worschipe of venus goddes of loue 1904 

Done maken an Auter and an Oratorie 

And in f e westwarde in Memorie 

Of Marce he Maked haf e riht suche anofer ^ 

Jpat cost largeli of gold a fojjer 1908 

And JSTorthwarde in a toret on* fe walle 

Of Alabastre white and rede Coralle 

An oratorie riche for to se 

In worschipe of Dyane of chastite , 1912 

Ha])e Theseus don wrouht in noble wise 

Bot 3ite had .1. forgeten to deuise 

\)Q noble painteynge and f e purtres 

The schappe ])e countenance and fe figures 1916 

That weren in pese oratories fre 

jfferst in ]je temple of venus maist Jou see 

Wrouhte in fe walle fu[l] pitouse to be-holde 

The broken slepes. and fe sikes colde 1920 

The sacrede teres and\Q weymenynge 

The firy strokes of desireinge 1 vii. 59. 

That loues seruant3 in ]?is life enduren 

The ofes fat here couenantz ensuren 1924 

Plesant and hope desire foolhardinesse { gee vii.'ss-c. &c. 
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Beaute and ^oufe . bauderie Eichesse [ Tesetde. 

Charmes and force leseinges fiaterie gee vn. 55^, 59." 

Dispense Besinesse and lelowsie 1928 

That "wered of 3alowe gowldes a garlonde 

And a kokkowe sittinge on Lis lionde 

ifestes Instrnmentes karoles dannces | see vii. 53, & 57. 

Luste and arraie a7id al fe Circumstaunces 1932 

Of loue whiclie fat rekened and reken schaft 

Be order were peinted on ]je waft 

And mo fan .1. can make of Mencione 

ffor sofeli al fe mounte of Gitlierone 1936 vii. so. 

There venns haf hir prmcipal dwellinge 

Was scliewede on fe waft in purtreinge* [* see p. 25, n. 7.] 

WiJ) al the Gardyne and fe lustinesse [leaf 25] 

ISTat was for-3ete fe porter ydelnesse f [t see p. 25, n. sj 1 940 

!N"e ]N"arcisus fe faire of 3 ore agone 

"Ne ]je foly of kinge salamon 

ITe 3itte f e grete strenke of hercules Ij. ix see p. 25, n. 7.] 

Thenchannteifientez of Medea and Circes 1944 

!N'e of Turnns wif J?e hardy fiers corage 

The Eiche Crisus Caitif in seruage 

Thus maie 3e seen fat wisdome ne richesse 

Beute ne strengefe ne sleiht ne hardinesse 1948 

]^e maie wij? venus halde Champartie 

ffor as sche liste fe werlde fan maie sche gje . 

Lo al f is folke so kanht were in hire lace 

Til fei fill woo ful oft seide Alace 1952 

Snffisef e here ensamples one or two 

And f ouhe .1. couf e rekken a f ousand mo 

The Statue of venus glorious for to see § [§ See p. 25, n. 9.] 

Was made fleteynge in fe large see 1956 

And fro f e nauel doune al couerd was 

Wif wawes grene and briht as any glas 

A Citole in hire Eihte honde had sche 

And on hir hede ful semely for to see 1960 

A rose garland frische and wele smeUinge 
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A-bone liire hede here doufes flikeringe 

Be-forne liir stode liir so?zne Cnpido 

Ypon liis scliolderes wenges had he tuo 1964 

And blinde he was as it is oft sene 

A bowe he bare and arwes briht and kene 

IF Whi schold J. nouht also wele eke tel fe haft 

The purtratoTire fat was vpon Jje watt 1968 

"Wif-inne fe temple of myhti mars ]?e rede 

Al peinted was fe wal in lengethe and brede 

Like to fe estres of fe grisely place 

That hihte fe grete temple of mars in trace 1972 

In filke colde frosti Eegiofi 

Ther as Marce hafe his sonereine Mansion 

ffirste on fe wal was peinted a forest 

In whiche fere dwelled neyfer man ne beste 

W^t7^ knotty knarry baran tres olde 

Of stubbes scharpe and hidouse to be-holde 

In whiche fer ran a rombel in a swouhe . 

As Jjonhe a storme scholde berste euery boufie 

And dounewarde from an hitt vnder a bent 

Ther stode fe temple of Mars armipotent 

Wrowht al of Burnede stele of wyche fentre 

"Was longe and streite and gastly for to see 1984 . 

And fere owte come a rage and snche a veze 

That maade al fe gates for to rese 

The ]^orthern liht in att fat dore schone* 

ffor windowe on f e [walle] was fere none . 

Thoruhe whiche men myht any liht discerne 

The dores waren att of Attemant ete[r]ne 

Ychenchede oneref wart and enlonge 

Wif yren toughe and for to make it stronge 

Euery peler f e temple to susteine 

Was tune grete of yren briht and schene 

There sawe .1. first f e derke ymaginynge 

Of felony an al f e compassinge 1996 

The Gruele Ire as rede as any glede 
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Tlie Pike-purs and eke Jje pale drede . ■Tese'i^e. 

Tlie smyler wijje fe knyf vnder fe cloke . mckpurse.] 

The Shepen birneinge w^t^ ])e Hake smoke 2000 

The Treson of ])e Morjjeringe in fe bedde 
The Open werre wi]) wondes aft be-bledde 

Contek wij? blody knyfe and scharpe manace • vii. 34. 

Aft fful of schrikeinge was fat sor place 2004 . 

The sleere of himself 3it sawe .1. fere 
. His herte haf bafed al his here 
The naile y-dryue in fe schode on nyht 
The colde def e wif monfe gapeand vpriht 2008 

A mides of fe temple satte Mischaunce * c* Seo p. 25, n. 11.] 

.'W^t7^ discomford and sori countenaii?2ce 

3it sauhe .1. wodenes lawheynge in his rage yii. 35. 

Armed compleinte ontehees and fires outrage f [f see p. 25, n. 12.] 
The karoigne in pe buske wiJ? prote. ycorue 
A. pousand ysleine and not of qualme ystorue 
The terant wipe preie be for prafte 

The towne destroiede . per was no pinge laft 2016 | viLse. 

3ete sawe .1. bernte pe schippes hoppestersj [jseep.25,%.is.] 
The hunte strangeld wip pe wilde beres 
The sowe freteynge pe childe riht in pe Cradeif 
The Coke . Iscalded for al his longe ladeft 2020 

!N"ouht was for3eten be penfortune of Marte 

The Carte ouerriden wip his Carte j vn. sr. 

Ynder pe whele ful lowe he laie a doune [leaf 26j 

There were also of Mart/s diuisiowne 2024 

The barboure and pe bocher and pe smithe 
That forgep scharpe swerdes on his stipe 
And al aboue depeinted in a toure 

Sauhe .1. conqueste sit in grete honoure 2028 

Wip pe scharpe swerde ouere his hede 
Hangeinge be a subtile twine prede 
Depeinted was pe slawhter of lulius 

Of grete l^ero and of Anthonius 2032 

Al be pat ilke time pei weren vnborne 
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3ite was Jeire depe depainted fere be-forne 

Ee Manassinge of Mars riht be figure 

So was it schewde in ]}at purtrature . 2036 

As is depeinted in J3e sertres a-boue 

Who scbal be sleine or elles dede for lone 

Suffisetb oone ensample in stories oolde 

.1. maie nonbt reken hem al foube Jat .1. wolde 2040 

^ The statue of Mars vppon a Carte stode 

Armed and loked grime as be war wode 

And ouere bis beuede ]>ere scbines two figures 

Of sterre jjat bene closed in scriptures 2044 

l^at on puella fat ofer Eubeus 

This god of armes was arraide fus 

A wolfe Ipere stode be-for bim att bis fete 

WiJ? y3en reede and of a man be ete 2048 

Wiffe sotel pensel was depeinted fis stone 

In redouteinge of Mars and of bis glorie . 

^ 'No'we to fe temple of Diane fe cbast 

As scbortb as .1. can .1. wil me baste 2052 

To telle 3owe al fe descripciowne 

Depeinted bene J?e walles vp and doune 

Of buntynge and of ^ebamfast cbastite 

Tbere saube .1. bo we woful Caliste 2056 

Wban fat Diane was agreued wife bere 

Was turne fro a womman to a bere Vrsa Maior 

And after was scbe maade f e lode-sterre 

Tbus was scbe pointed .1. can sei 30we no ferre . 2060 

Hir sone is eke a sterre as men Maie see 

Tbar sawbe [IJ Dane turned til a tree 

.1. mene noiibt f e goddes Diane 

Bot Penneus doubter wbicbe fat bibt Dane . 2064 

IF Tber sawbe .1. Accbeon an berte ymaked [ieaf26,back] 

ffor yeniaunce fat be sawbe Diane al nakede 

.1. sawbe bowe fat bis bondes baf bim caubt 

And freten bim for fat f ei knewe bim naubt 2068 

3ite y-peinted was a litel forf ermore 
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Howe Atlialance limited fe mlde bore i 

And Meliagre and monj an oj?er moo 

ffbr whiclie Diane wrouht care and woo 2072 

There sawhe .1. many a nofer wondere storie 

The wMche me luste nonht drawe to memorie 

IT TMs Goddes on an hert ful Mlie sclie seete 

WiJ? smalle honndes al abonte Iter* feete . 2076 

And vnder-nefe Mre feete sche had a mone 

Waxinge it was and scholde wany sone 

In gaude grene hire statue clofed was 

Wi]) bowe in honde and arwes in a kas 2080 

Hir* yhen kest sche ful lowe adoune 

Thare pluto ha]? his derke Eegione 

A womman trauaillinge was hire beforne 

Bot for hire childe was so longe vnborne 2084 

fful pitously Lucina gan sche calle 

And seide helpe for pou maiste best of alle 

"Wele couf e he peinte lifly fat it wrouht 

Wi]) many a floren he ])e hewes bouht 2088 

iNowe bene fes listes maade and Theseus 

That att his grete cost arraide pus 

The temples and pe Teatre euery dele 

Whan it was done it liked him wondere wele 2092 

Bot stinte J. witt of Theseus a lite 

And speke of Palamon and of Arcite 

The daie approchep of hire retournynge 

That eueryche schold an .C. knyhtes bringe . 2096 

The Bataile to darraine as .1. 3 owe tolde 

And til Athenes here couenant for to holde 

Hape eueryche of hem brouht an .0. knyhtes 

Wele armed for pe werre att al rihtes 2100 

An sekurly pere trowed mony a man 

That neuer sippe pat pe werlde be-gan yi ^^ 

As for to speke of knyhthode of hire honde 

As fer as god hap maked see and londe 2104 

Was of so fewe so noble a compaignye i yi ^^ 
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ffor Guery wMlit fat loued cheualrie . 

And wold Ill's Jjonkes and liane a passant name 

UapG preide fat lie myhte be of fat game . 

And wel was liim fat f ere-to chosen was 

ffor if fere fell to morwe suclie a cas 

3e knewe wele fat eue^y lusty knyM 

Jpat louef paramoures . And haf Ms myht 

Were it in Ingelonde or elles where 

Tliei wolde here f onkes willen to be fere 

To fighte for a lady benedicite 

It were a lusti siht for to see 

And riht so ferden f ei wif Palamon 

Wife him fere went knyhtes manyon 

Some wol ben armed in an haburgeon 

And in a breste plate . And in a liht lepon 

And some wil haue a paire plates large 

And some wil haue a pruce schelde or a targe 

Some wel bene armed on his legges wele 

And haue an ax arid some a mace of stele 

Thar is no new gise fat it nas holde 

Armed were f ei as .1. haue 3owe tolde 

Eueryche after his opinione 

Thare maistowe see comynge wif palamon 

Ligurge him selfe f e grete kinge of trace 

Blake was his berde and manly was his face 

The cercles of his yhen in his hede 

Thei glowde be-twix 3alowe a7id rede 

And like a griffon loked he a-boute 

W^'ty^ kempe heres on his browes stoute 

His Kmes grete . his braune harde and stronge 

His scholdres brod . his armes rounde and longe 

And as f e gise was in his centre 

fful hihe vpon a chare of gold stode he 

Wif f e foure white boles in f e trays 

In stede of cote armoure ouer his hernays 

Wif naille ^elow and briht as any golde 
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He liad a berskinne cole-blake for olde • Teseide. 

His longe liere was kemlbed be-hinde Ms bak ^" ^^ 

As any Eauenes fefer it scbane for blak 2144 

A wre]?e of golde arme grete of huge wigbte 

Ypon his bede sette ful of stones briht 

Of fine Eubies and of diamantz 

A-boute bis cbare }?er went wbite alantz 2148 

Twenty and moo as grete as any stere [leaf 27, back] 

To bunten att fe lyon or fe dere 

And folowed bim wif mosel fast bounde 

Colers of golde and turettes filed rounde 2152 

An .C. lordes bad be in bis Eoute 

Armed ful wele wi]) bertes sterene and stonte 

^ Wi]? Arcita in Stories as men finde 

The grete Emetrius fe kingq of Inde 2156 

Ypon a stede baie trapped in stele 

Conerd wij? clofe of gold diapred wele . vi. 29. (Seep.i 

71. 15.) 

Cam rideinge like f e god of Acmes mars 
His cote armur was of clofe of tars 2160 

Concbed wij? perles wbite and rounde and grete 
His sadep] was of brent gold new ybette | yi. ir. 

A mantelet vpon bis scboldere bongeynge yi. is. 

Breteful of Eubies rede as fire sparklinge 2164 

, His crispe bere like ringes was jnronne 
And fat was ^alowe and gleteringe as ]?e sone 
His nose was bibe bis y3en bribt Citrine 
His lippes rounde . bis colour was sanguyne 2168 

A fewe fraknes in bis face y-sprined 
Be-twix 3alowe and somdel blak ymeyned 
And as Hon be bis lokeynge cast • 

Of ^YQ and twenti 3 ere bis age .1. cast 2172 

His berd was wele be-gunne for to springe 
His vois was as a trompe tbundringe 

Ypon bis bede be wered of laurer grene . yj ^^ 

A garland frescbe and lusti for to scene 2176 

Ypon bis bonde be bare for bis deduyte 
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An Egle tame as any lely white , ^^''^' 

An .C. lordes had he wi]) him fere 

Al armed saue hire hedes in al her gere 2180 

fful richely in al maner finges 

fPor truste]? wele fat Dukes Erles and kinges vi. 65. 

Weren gaderd in fis noble compaignie 

ffor loue and for encres of chiualrie 2184 

A-bonte f is kinge far ranne on enery parte- 

fful mony a tame lion and lepart 

^ And in f is wise f es lordes al and some 

Bene on f e sondaie to f e Cite come 2188 

Abonte prime and in f e towne a-lihte 

This thesens f is due f is worf i knyht ^ vi. 65. 

Whan he had brouht hem in to his Citee [leaf 28] 

And Inned hem enmche att his degree 2192 

He festef hem and dof e so grete la-boure 

To esen hem and done hem al honoure 

That ^it men wenef fat nomannes witte 

Of none astate ne couf e amende it 2196 

The minstralcie f e seruice att f e feste vi. eno. 

The grete 3eftes to f e most and leste 

The Eiche arraie of Theseus Paleis 

!N"e who satt first ne last vppon f e deis 2200 

What ladies fairest bene or best daunceinge 

Or whiche of hem can best daunsen or singe vi. ro. 

!N"e who moste feleingelike spekef of loue 

What haukes sitten in f e perche aboue 2204 vi. 8. 

What houndes iiggen on f e flore adoune 

Of aft f is make .1. no we no mencioune 

Bot al f effect fat f enkef me beste 

!N"ow comef f e pointe and herken if 30W leste 2208 

^ The sondaye att nyht ar day be-gan to springe 

Whan Palamon f e larke herde singe 

Al f ouhe it nar nouht daie be houres tuo 

Jete songe fe larke An Palamon riht fo 2212 

Wif holy herte and wif an hihe corage 
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He rose to wende on Ms pilgrenage Tm 

Ynto Jje blisful Citharea benigne 

.1. mene venus honurable and digne 2216 

And in bire bonre be walkej) forjje apace 

Ynto fe listes fer bir temple wace 

An doune be kneled and wi]? bumble cbere 

And bert sore be seide as 3e scbal bere 2220 

^ ffairest of faire ladi myne Yenns 

Doubter to loue and spouse to vulcanus • vii. 43. 

Tbou glader of ])e mounte of Citber5n 

jBPor filke loue J?ou baddest to Adofi 2224 . 

Haue pite of jrj bitter teres smarte . 

And take myne bumble preier att fine berte 

Alias .1. ne baue no langage to telle • vii. 45. 

Tbe effectes ne fe torment on myn belle 222S , 

Mine berte male myne barmes noubt bi-wreie 

.1. am so confuse ]jat .1. can noubt seie • vii. 45. 

Bot Merci ladi bribt fat knowest wele 

Mi ]joulite and seest wbat barmes fat .1. fele . 2232 . 

Considere al fis and rewe vpon my sore 

As wisly as .1. scbal for euer More 

Enforfe my mybt fi trewe seruant be 

And balden were alwaie wif cbastite 2236 

Tbat .1. make myne avowe so 30 me belpe 

.1. kepe noubt of armes for to 3elpe , vii. 46. 

!N"e .1. ne axe not to morne to baue victorie 

lN"e renoune in fis caas ne yeine glorie 2240 

Of pns of armes blowen Yp and doune. 

Eot .1. wolde baue fully possessione 

Of Emelye and die in bis seruise 

£&nde 3owe fe manere bo we and in wbatt wise 2244 . yii. 4r. 

.1. recbe nou^t bot it better male bue 

To baue victorie of bem or fei of me 

So fat .1. maie my lady in myne armes 

ffor f oube so be fat mars is god of Armes 2248 

Joure vertue is so grete in beuene aboue 
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fat . if fou liste .1. schal wel hane my loue Teseide. 

^ Thi temple wil .1. worscliipe euere mo • vii. 48. 

And on ]?ine autere where .1. ride or go 2252 ^ 

.1. wil d5n sacrifise and fires bete 

And if 3e wil non3t so my lady swete 

fan praie .1. fe to-morne wif a spere 

)pat Arcite [me] f ourlie fe herte bere 2256 

Than reke .1. nouht whan .1. haue lost my lif 

Thouht fat Arcite winne hire to his wif 

This is f effect and ende of my prayere 

3ef me my loue f on blisseful ladi dere 2260 

IT Whan f e orison was done of Palamon vn. e 

His sacrifice he dide and fat a-none 

fful pitonsly wif al circumstances * [* See p. 25, n. le.] 

Alt tel .1. not as no we his obsemances 2264 

Bot att f e laste f e Statue of venus schooke 

And Maade a signe where-bi fat he toke 

That his praier was accept fat dale 

ffor f oughe f e signe schewed a delaie 2268 

^it wist he wele fat graunted was his bone 

And wif glad herte he went him hom ful sone 

The f rede houre inequale fat Palamon 

Be-gan to venus temple for to gone 2272 

Yp rose f e sonne and vpe roos Emelye 

And to f e temple of Diane gan hye 

The Maidens fat federe wif hire ladde Deaf 29] 

fful redely wif hem f e fire f ei hadde 2276 

The encens f e clof es and f e remenant ail: 

That to f e sacrifice longen schatt ' 

The homes ful of Mef e as was f e gise 1 vn. n. 

There lakked nouht to done hir^ sacrifise 2280 

Smokeinge f e temple ful of clof es faire [ vii. rs. 

This Emely wif hert debonaire 

Hir body [wessh] wife water of a weft I vii. 72. 

Bot how sche did hir^ riht .1. ^dar not tett 2284 

Bot it be any f inge in gene?^aft 
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And jit it were a game to here it aft Tese i oe, 

Til Mm ])at menefe wele it ner no charge 

Bot it is goode a man be att his large 2288 

Her brihte here vn-kembed vntrussed al 

A coron of a grene oke serial • vii. n. 

Ypon hire hed sett ful feire and mete 

Two fires on J?e auter gan sche bete 2292 . 

And dide hir j?inges as men mai be-holde 

In Stace of Thebes as fes bokes olde 

Whan kindeled was fe fire wij pitous chere • vii. re. 

Vn to Diane sche spak as je maye here 2296 • 

IT chaste goddes of fe wodes grene • vii. 79. 

To whom bofe heuen and erjje and see is sene • vii. rr. 

Queene of j>e regno of Pluto derke and lawe 

Goddes of maydenes ]}at myn hert haste knowe 2300 

fird mony a jere and woste what .1. desire 

As kepe me fro Ji veniance and J?ine ire ' vii. 79. 

psit Attheon abouht cruely 

Chaste goddes wel woste fou fat .1. 2304 

Desire to be a maiden al my lif 

'Ne neuer wil .1. be no lone ne wi 

.1. am foil woste jit of fi compaignie . vii. si. 

A mayden a7id lone hnntynge a7id venerye 2308 . 

And for to walken in fe wodes wilde 

And nouht to bene a wif and be wi]j childe 

Note wil J. knowe company of man | vii. si. 

ISTow he[re] me ladi seffe 30 male and can 2312 

ffor free formes Jjat fu haste in fe 

And palamon pat hajj suche a lone to me 

And eke Arcite fat lonef me so sore 

J)is grace .1. pray, jowe wif-owten more 2316 • vii. 84. 

And sende lone and pees be-twene hem two 

And fro me torne awaie her hertes soo 

That al her hote lone and desire [leaf 29, back] 

And al her bysy torment and hire fire 2320 . 

Be qveynte or tornede in a nofef er place 
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And if so be J?ou wilt nouM do me grace 
Or if my destany be scbapede so 
That J. schal nedes bane one of f em tno 
As sende me bim ])at most desire]> me 
Be-bolde goddes of clene cbastite 
Tbe bitter teres fat on my cbeke falle 
Sen j>OM art Maiden and keper of vs alle 
My maidenbede Jjon.kepe and wele conserue 
And wile ,1. leue a maide .1. wil 30 we seme 
Tbe fires berne vpon fe anter clere 
Wbile emely was fus in bir preiere 
Eot sodanly scbe sawe a sibt queynte 
ffor ribte a-none on of fe fires queynte 
An qnyked a3eine and after fat anone 
Tbat ofer fire was qneynte and al agone 
And as it queynte it maad a wbistelynge 
As done fes wete brondes in her brenynge 
And att fe brondes ende oute ran anone 
As it were blodi dropes many one 
ffor whiche so sore agaste was Emelye 
That scbe was nyhe mad and gan to crie 
ffor scbe ne wist what it signified 
Bot onely for fe fere Jjus haf scbe cried 
And wepe fat Pite was to here 
And fere wif att Diane gan a-pere 
Wif bowe in bonde ribt as an hunteresse 
And seide doubter stinte fine heuinesse 
Amonge f e goddes on hibe it is affermede 
And be eterne worde wreten and confermede 
Thou schalt be wedded vn to one of f 00 
That baue for f e so muche care and woo 
Bot vnto whiche of hem .1. maie noubt telle 
fiare wele for .1. ne maie no longer dwells 
The fires whiche fat on myn auter berne 
Schole 36 declaren arr fat 30 gon henne 
% Thyne auentur of loue as in f is caas 
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And wij) fat worde pe Arwes in pe caas 

Of pe goddes claterne fast a7id ringe 

And forpe sclie wente and made a vanyssinge 2360 • 

ffor wliiclie pi[ng] emely astoned was [leaf so] 

And seide what a-moiintep pis alas 

-.1. pute me in pi proteetione 

Diane and in pine dispocic^n 2364 

And liome sclie gope a-none pe next weye • vn. 93. 

])is is peffecte pere is nomore to seie 

^ The next honre of Mars folwynge pis 

Arcite vnto pe temple walke is 2368 

Of fires Mars to don his sacrifice 

Wip aft pe rihtes of his pay en wise 

Wipe pitous hert and hihe deuocione • vn. 23. 

Eiht pus to mars he sent his orison 2372 • 

^ stronge good pat in pe regne colde * vil 24. 

Of Trace honoured erte and lorde .I.-holde 

And hast in enery regne and in euerj londe 

Of armes al pe bridel in pin honde 2376 

And hem fortnnest as pe liste deuyse 

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise 

If so be pat my 3onpe mai deseriie • vii. 25. 

And pat .1. myht be worpi for to serue 2380 ^ 

Thi godhede pat .1. maie bene one of pine 

];at praie .1. to pe to re we vpon my pine 

ffor pilke pine and pilke bote fire 

In whiche pou whilome berneste for desire 2384 

Whan pat pou vsedest pi beaute • vii. 25. 

Of faire 3onge fressche veniis fre 

And haddest hir in armes att pi wift 

Al-ponhe 3e ones on a time mysfeft 2388 

Whane vulcanus hadde canht pe in his laas • vii. 25. 

And fonde pe liggynge be his wif alaas 

ffor pilke sorwe pat was in pin herte 

Hane reupe as wele vpon my peines smerte 2392 

.1. am 3onge and vnkunynge as pon woste • vn. 26. 
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And as J. trowe wib lone offendnde mosta • Teseide. 

pat ener was any lines creatnre 

ifor sche fat dofe me al Jiis woo endnre 2"39'6 

He recclie]? nener whefer .1. sinke or flete 

And wele .1. wote ar' sche me merci liete 

.1. moste wij) strenke]) winne Lir' in Jje place 

And wele .1. wote wif-owten lielpe or grace 2400 ' vii. 26. 

Of fe f ne male my strenke]? nouht aveile 

Than lielpe me lorde to-morne in my bataile . • vii 2t. 

ifor filke fire fat wMlom Lrente fe [leaf so, back] 

As wele as filke fire no we brennef me 2404 

An do fat .1. to-morne haue f e victorie 

Myne be fe trauayle and fine be fe glorie* c*Seep. 25,^.17.] 

Thi sonereyne temple wele most .1 hononren 

Of any place and al-wey moste labouren . 2408 

In f i pesauntez and in f i craftes stronge 

And in f i temple J. will: Mi baner bonge , vii. 28. 

And al f e armes of my compaignye 

And euer more vntil fat .1. dye 2412 

Eterne fire .1. wilt be-for f e finde • vii. 28, 

And eke to f is a-vowe .1. wil me binde 

Mine Mine here fat bongef longe a doune • vii. 28. 

That nener ^ite ne felte offensione 2416 • 

Of Easonre ne of schere .1. wil f e 3eue 

And bene f i tren seruant while .1. lene . 

iJ^ow lorde haue renf e vpon my sorons sore 

3if me f e victorie .1. ax f e no more 2420^ 

^ The preier stinte of Arcita f e stronge 

The ringe on f e temple dore fat honge . 

And eke f e dores claterden fnl fast • vii. 39. 

Of whiche arcita snmwhat him a-gaste 2424 • 

The fires brenten vpon f e anteres brihte . yu. 40. 

That it gan al f e temple for to lihte 

And swete smelle f e gronde anone vp 3afe 

And Arcita a-none his hand vp hafe 2428 gee vii. 40. 

And More encence in to f e fire he caste ; 

LANSDOWNE 69^ 



7Q GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



Wi]) ofere rihtes moo and at f e laste 

The Statue of Marc3 began his hauberk linge 

And wij) ]?e sou^zde he herde a memorynge 

fcl lowe and dimme fat seide fus victorie 

ffor whiche he 3afe to mars honoz^r and glorie 

And fus wif loy a?2<i hope wele to fare 

Arcite a-none vn to his Inne he is fare 

As feine as fowle is of fe briht sonne 

And riht anone ffrissche strife is be-guwne 

ffor Jjilke grauntynge in ]je heuen a-boue 

Ee-twix venus fe goddes of loue 

And marce J>e steren god Armipotentent 

That lubiter was besie it to stent 

Til fat fe pale Saturnus fe colde 

fat knewe so mony of aventures olde 

ffond in his olde experiens an arte 

That ful sone haf e pleside euery parte 

A sof e is seide Elde haf grete auantage 

In Elde is bof e wisdome and vsage 

Men Maie f e olde att-renne and nouhf atrede 

Saturne a-none to stint strif and drede 

Al be it fat it is a3eines his kinde 

Of Al f is st[r]if he gan remedi finde 

Mi dere Doubter venus qz^od Saturne 

Mi course fat haf e so wide for to turne 

Haf more powere fan haf any manne 

Mine is f e drynchinge in f e see so wanne 

Mine is f e pr^'sone in f e derke cote 

Mine is f e strangle and hongeinge by f e f rote 

The murmure and f e cheles rebellinge 

The groneynge and f e pnue enprisoneinge 

.1. do vengeance and pleine correctione 

Wil .1. dwelle in f e signe of f e leone 

Myne is f e ruyne of f e hihe halles 

The fallynge of f e toures and of f e walles 

Vpon f e minor and f e Carpenter 
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I slowhe Sampson scb.akinge ]je piler Tcsdde. 

And myne bene fe Maladies colde 

The derke tresoures and fe Costes olde 2468- 

My lokeynge is ]je feder of pestelence 

IsTowe wepe nomore .1. sclial do diligence 

Jpat palamon Jat is Jjine owen knyht 

Sclial liane liis lady as f on him hihte 2472 

Mars schal helpe his knyht nafeles 

Ee-twix 3 owe J^eie mot be sum time pes 

Al be nonht bojje of on complexione 

J^at cause]? al dale suche diuisione 2476 

.1. am ]jin ay ell rede att ]?i wift 

Wepe nowe no more pi lust .1. wil fulfift 

'Nowe will .1. stente of pe goddes alboue 

Of Mars and of venus goddes of loue • 2480 

And tell 3owe also pleinely as .1. can 

j^e gret effecte of whiche that .1. be-gan 

[PART IV. No gap in the MS.] 

*|f Grete was J»e feste in Athenes pat dale 

And eke pat lusti seson of pat maye 2484 

Maade euery knyht to bene in suche plesauTzce 

That al pat monday lousten pei and daunce . 

And spende it in hihe venus seruise [leaf si, back] 

Bot be pe cause pat pei scholde rise 2488 

Erly for to seen pe grete fighte 

Ynto her reste went pei att nihte 

And on pe morwe whan pe dai gan springe 

Of hors and herneys noyse a7id clateringe 2492 

There was in hostries al a-boute 

And to pe Paleys rode pei^ mony a route 

Of lordes vpon stedes and palfreis 

There maist pou seen diuiseinge of barneys 2496 

So vnkoupe and so riche and wrouhte so wele 

Of gold smyperie of brondeinge and of stele 
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The Scheldes briht testeres and trappures 

Gold hewen helmes hawberkes cote armures 2500 

Lordes in paramentes on liir^ courseres 

Knyhtes of Eetenn and eke swieres 

]Sraillinge f e speres and helmes bokelynge 

Gideinge of scheldes wij? layners lasinge 2504 

There as nede is ]?ei were no J>inge ydel 

The fomy stedes on Jje golden bridel • viL or. 

Gnawen and faste fe armnreres also 

Wi]) file and hamur prikinge to and fro 2508 

Jonien on fote and comune mony one 

Wijj schort staues riht as ]jei niai gone 

Pipes trompes nakers clarions 

pat in pe retaile blewe blodi sownes 2512 

The Paleis ful of peple vp and doune | vii. 99. 

Here pre per ten holdeinge her qnestioune • yn. 98. 

Deuyneinge of pis thebane knyhtes tuo 

Som seide pus sum seide it schal be so 2516 | 

Some holden wip him wip pe blake berde 

Some wip pe baile some wip pe pikke herede 

Some seide he loked grimme and he wolde fihte 

He hap a sparpe of .xx. pounde of wihte 2520 

Thus was pe hal ful of diuineinge 

Longe after pat pe so^zne gan to springe 

The grete Theseus pat of his slepe awaked . yji gg^ 

Wip mynstralcye and noys pat was maked 2524 

Held 3ite pe Chambres of his palays riche 

Til pat pe Thebanes knyhtes bopen yliche 

Honorable weren in to pe Palays iFette 

Due Theseus is att pe window sette - 2528 

Arraide riht as he were a god in Throne [leaf 32] 

The peple presed pederwarde ful sone 

Him for to seyn and done hihe reuerence 

And eke to herken his heste and his sentence 2532 

An heraude on a scafold maad an hoo 

Til att pe noys of pe peple was . y-doo 
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And whan lie sawe fe peple of noyse al stilt 

Thus schewed he fe myhty dukes witt 2536 

^ The lorde haj? of his hihe discrecione 

Considered fat it were destructione 

To gentil Mode to fihten in ]?is gise 

Of Mortaile bataile no we in fis emprise 2540 • vn. r. 

Whare-for to schapen fat fei schal not deye 

He wilt his first purpos modefye 

"No man far-fore vpon peine on his lif 

No manere schotte ne polax ne schorte knyfe 

In to f e listes sende ne f eder bringe 

'Ne schort swerde for to stoke wif pointe Mteinge . 

No man ne drauhe ne here it be his side 

l!^oman schal vn to his felawe ride 

Bot 00 cours wif a scharpe ygrounde spere 

ffoyne if him list on fote him self to were 

And [he] fat is att Meschef schal be take 

And nouht sleine bot be brouht vnto f e stake 

That schal bene ordeined on eyf er side 

But f ider he schal be force and fare abide 

And if so fal f e Cheftaigne be take 

On eyf er side or elles sleine his make 

!No longer schal f e tornynge last 

God sped 30W go forf e and laie on fast 

Wif longe swerdes and wif maces fihten 30ure fitt 

Go nowe ^oure weie f is is f e lordes wilt 

The voice of f e peple touched heuen 

So loude cried f ei wif mery steuene 

God saue suche a lorde fat is so goode 

He wilnef no destruction of mannes blode 2564 • 

Yp gof e f e trompes and f e melodie 

And to f e listes rydef f e compaignie 

Be ordinance f oruhe oute f e Cite large 

Honged wif clof e of golde and nouht wif sarge 2568 

fful like a lorde f is noble Due gan ride 

The tuo Thebanes vpon eyf ei side . 
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VII. 113-4. 



vn. 114. 



VII. 118. 



VIL 19. 



And aftere rode f e qneene and Emely [leaf 82, back] 

And after fat an ofer compaignie 2572 

Of one and ofer after here degre 

And jjus fei passen JnirgS onte ]je Citee 

And to ]je listes come fei be time 

It was nonht of f e dale jit fnlliclie pnme 2576 

IT Wlian sette was Theseus ful riche and hihe 

Ipolita fe queene and Emelye 

And ofer ladyes in degres a-boute 

Yn-to fe setes presej? aft j?e route . 2580 

And westwa foruhe Je gates vnder Marte* [*Seep.25,n.i8.] 

Arcite and eke ]?e hundre]? of his parte 

Wi]) baner rede is entred riht anone 

And in fat seKe moment Palamon . 2584 

Is vnder venus est-warde in fe place 

WiJ? banere white and hardy chere and face 

In al fe werlde to seken vpe and doune 

So euen vnjj-oute variaciowne 2588 

]?er ner suche companies tweye 

ffor fere was none so wise fat couf e seye 

Jjat any had of of ere auantage 

Of worf inesse ne of state of age f 2592 

So euen were f ei Chosen for to gesse 

And in to Eynges faire f ei hem dresse 

^ Whan fat here names were rad euerychone 

That in hir nombre gile were fere none 2596 

Tho was f e gates schette and cried was lowde 

Do nowe jowre deuere jonge knyhtes prowde 

The herawdes left he prikinge vpe and downe 

I^owe ringen trompes loude and clarioune " 2600 | viii. 5. 

The[r] is no more to seine west or est 

In gof e f e speres ful sadly in a rest 

In gof e f e scharpe spere in to f e side | viii. r. 

Ther seen men who kan lusten and who can ride 2604 

Ther schyueren schaftes vp on scheldes f ikke 

He filef f oruhe f e hert spone f e prike 
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Yp springe]) speres . twenty fote on hiht 

Cute gone J>e swerdes as fe siluer brilit 2608 

The helme fei to-hewen and to-sclirede 

Oute brestej) fe blode . wij) steren stremes rede 

Wij? myhty Maces ]je bones fei to-breste 

He forube ]?e fikkest on ]je jjronge gan ]?reste 2612 

Tber stumbles stedes stronge and downe gone al 

He rollej? vnder fote as dojje a bal 

He foyne]) on bis fote wij? bis troncbon aeaf 33] 

And be bim buxte]? wi]) bis bors adoune 2616 

He forube fe body is burte and sitben take 

Maugre bis bede and broubte vnto ]je stake 

As forward was ribt fere be must abide 

An ojjer is lad on ])at ofer side 2620 

And som time doj^e bem Tbeseus to reste 

Hem to refrescbe and dringen if bem lest 

% fful oft a day baue fese Tbebanes two 

To-gedere ymet and wrowbt bis felaw woo 2624 

Vnborsede bafe ycbe ofere of bem tweie 

]?ere nas no tigre in ]?e vale of golgopbeie 

Wban ]?at bir wbelpe is stole wbawne it is lite | viii. 20. 

So cruel on J?e bunt as is Arcite 2628 

ffor lalouse berte vpon jjis Palamon 

Ke in Belmary ne is so fel lyon 

Tbat buntid is or for bis bunger wode 

1:^6 of bis preie desire]? so ]?e blode 2632 

As Palamon is to sle is fo Arcite 

Tbe lelous strokes on bire belmes bite 

Oute renne]? fe blode on bojie bir sides rede 

Some time an ende fere is of euery dede 2636 

ffor or fe sonne vnto f e rest wente 

Tbe stronge kinge Emetrius gan bente 

Tbis palamon as be^faubt wif Arcite 

And made bis swerde depe in bis iiescbe bite 264-0 

And be fe for[ce] of twenty is be take 

Yn-^olden and drawen to fe stake 
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And in f e rescous of J?is Palamon Teseu 

The stronge kinge Ligurge is borne a doune 2644 

And kenge Emetrius for al his strenkej) 

Is borne owte of his sadel a swerdes lengej) 

So it him Palamon ar he were take 

Bote al for nouht brouht he was to Jje stake 2648 

His hardy herde myht him helpe nouht 

He moste abide whan jjat he was cauht 

Be force and eke be composicione 

Who sorewfe nowe Bot woful palamone 2652 | nii. 123. 

That moote no more gone a^eine to fiht 

And whan fat Theseus had seen fis siht 

He criede ho no more for it is done 

JSTe none schal longer to his felowe gone . 265 & 

.1. wift be trewe lugge and not partie [leaf 33, back] 

ArCite Of Thebes Schal hane Emelye 

That be his fortune hafe hire faire ywonne 

Anone fer is a noise of peple be-gunne 2660 

ffor loy of fis so lowde and lihte wij? al 

It semed fat J?e listes scholde fal 

IT Whan kan nowe faire venus done aboue 

What seif e sche nowe what dofe fis queene of loue 2664 

Bot wepef so for wantynge of hire wille 

Til fat hire teres in f e listes fille 

Sche seide .1. am aschamede dowteles 

Saturnus seide doubter holde f i pes 2668 

Mars haf his wil his knyht haf e al his bone 

And be my hede f ou schalte bene esed sone 

^ The trompoures wif f e loude menstralcie 

The heraudes fat ful loude 3elle and crie 2672 

Ben in here wele for ioye of dann Arcite 

Bot herkenef me and stinte noy a lite 

Whiche a miracle fere be-fel anone 

This fers Arcite haf e of his helme . y-done 2676 viii. isi. 

And on a koursoz^r for to schewe his face 

He Prikkef e endlonge f e large place 
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Lokeynge vpward vpon fis Emely 

And sclie a-3eirLe Mm kest a frendeliclie eye 

ffor wemmen as to speken in comnne 

The folowen al fe fauoure of fortune 

And was al his chere as in his herte 

Owte of f e grounde a fire infernale sterte 

ffrom Pluto sent att fe request of saturne 

ffor whiche his hors for fere gan to torne 

And leped on side and foundrede as he leppe 

And ar Jjat Arcite mai taken kepe 

He Piht him on fe Pomel of his hede 

That in fe place he leie as he were dede 

His breste to-brusten wi]? his sadel bowe 

As blake he laye as any cole or crowe 

So was Je blode ronne in his face 

Anone he was borne owte of Jje place 

Wife hert sore to Theseus paleys 

Tho was he coruen oute of his herneys 

And in a bede ybrouht ful faire and blyue 

ffor he was 3it in memorie and a lyue 

And alweie cryeinge After Emelye 

Due Theseus whij?e att his companye 

Is comen to Athenes his Citee 

Wij) alle blisse and grete solempnite 

Al be it fat fis a-ventur was faft 

He nolde nouht discomford hem att 

Men seinden eke fat Arcite schal not deye 

He schal bene heled of his maladie 

And of anof ere [f ing] f ei were as feine 

That of hem alle was fere none sleine* [* See p. 25,71.19.1 2708 

Al were f ei sore hurte and namely one 

fat wife a spere was f relied his breste bone 

To of ere woundes . and to broken armes 

Some hadden salue and somme hadden charmesf ctSeep. 25,«?.2o.] 

fPermacies of herbes and eke saue 2713 

Thei dronke for f ei wolden hir Hues haue 
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ffor whiche ])is noble due as lie wele canne Teseide. 

ConiforteJ?e and lioiioure]?e euerj man . 2716 

And makef reuel al f e hole nyht | rx. ei. 

Ynto fe strannge lordes as it was riht 

IN*e fer was liolden no descomfytinge 

Eot as a lustenes or a torneyinge 2720 

ffor Sothely )?ere was none disconfiture 

ffor fallinge nys bot aventure 

'Ne to [be] ladde be force to J?e stake 

Yn-^olden and wi]? twenty knybtes take 2724 

A persone al a-lone wijj-owten mo 

And haried for]? by arme fote and to 

And eke his stede dreuen forjje wi]) staue 

Wij? foote men boje 3emen and knaves 2728 

It was aritted him no velanie 

Tber male no man clepe it cowardie 

ffor wbiche a-none Due Theseus lete crie 

To stinte al rancor and envie 2732 

The gree as wele of jje o side as of J?e oj^ere ix. 64. 

And eyfer side ylike as o]?ere brofere 

And 3af hem 3eftes after here degree xii. so, 

And fully helde he feste dales free 2736 M/teen days. 

And Conveiede pe kynges wor]?elye 

Oute of his toune a lourney largely 

And home went euery man Je riht weye i xii. ss. 

There was no more bot fare wele and haue good dale 2740 

Of fis bataile .1. wil no more endite [leaf 34, back] 

Bot speke of Palamon and of Areite 

^ Swellepe pe breste of Areite and Ipe sore* [« see p. 25,^.21.] ; See x. 11. 

Eneresep att his hert more and more 2744 

The clotred blode for any leehe-erafte 

Corrupted and is in his bouke . ylef te 

J)at neyper veinblode ne ventusinge 

I^e drinke of herbes male be his helpinge f if see p. 25, n. 22.] 

The vertue expulsif or anymal 2749 

ffro pilke vertue cleped natural 
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"Ne maie fe venime voide ne expelle 

The pipes of his longes gan to swelle * [*seep. 25,to.2s.] 2752 

And Querj laceit in his hreste adowne 

Is schent vnp venim and corrupcione 

Him gaynej) neyjjer for [to] gete his life 

vomet vpwarde ne done war de laxatif 2756 

Att is to-bruston filke Eegion 

IN'ature hajje no dommacioii . f [t See p. 25, n. 23.1 

And"certeinly. ]?er nature wil nou3t wirche 

ffare wele Phisike go here ]?e man to chirche 2760 

This aft and some fat Arcita most deye | 

ffor whiche he sendej? after Emelye 

And Palamon ]}at was his cosine dere 

^ Than seide he fus as ^e schal after here 2764 

]^ouht may fe woful speret in myne herte 

Declare a pointe of al my sorwes smarte 

To 30W my lady pat .1. lone moste 

Bot .1. be-quepe pe seruise of my goste 2768 

To 30we a-boue enery creature 

Sen pat my life may no longer dure 

Alas pe woo alas pe peynes stronge 

That .1. for 3owe haue suffred . and so longe 2772 

Alas pe* dep alas myne Emelye 

Alas departyinge of owre compaignie 

Alas myn hertes queene Alas my lif 

Mine hert-is lady endere of my lif 2776 

Wliat is pis werlde what axed men to haue 

jN'owe wip his loue nowe in his colde graue 

Alon wip-owten any compaignie 

ffare wele my swete foo myne Emylye 2780 

And soft take me in 30ure armes tweye J ct see p. 25, w. 24.] 

ffor pe loue of god and herken what .1. seye 

.1. haue here my Cosin Palamon [leaf ss] 

Had strif and rancoure mony a day agone 2784 

ffor loue of ^owe and for my lelousye 

And Tubiter so wisse my sowle gjQ 
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To speken of a semant propurlye I 

Wij) circtunstance al trewlye 2788 \ '^^ 

That is to seine treiijje honour knyhthede ; 

Wisdome humblesse estat and hihe kinrede * 

ffredom and al fat longef to fat arte I 

So lupiter liaue of my soule parte 2792 

As in fis werlde riht nowe knowe .1. none ; x. es. 

So worjji to be loued as Palamone • ; 

That seruejj 30U and wele done al his lyue 

And ^ef fat euer ^e schatt be a wine 2796 

ffor-3ete not Palamon f e gentilman * [* see p. 25, n. 25.] 

And wif fat worde his speche faile gan 

ffor frome his fete vn to his breste was come • x. 111, 112. 

The colde of def e fat had him ouercome 2800 • 

And 3ite more oner for in his armes tuo 

The vital strengef is loste and al a-go 

Onely f e intellecte wif the-owten more 

That dwelled in his hert sik and sore 2804 . 

Gan faylen whan f e hert felte f e def e 

Busked his yen two and failed bref e 

But on his lady 9it kaste he his eye 

His laste worde was mercy Emelye 2808 . 

His sprete chaungede house and wente fere * ; see xi. 1-3, and 

As .1. cam neuer .1. can nouht tel where « *^ cressida. 

There-fore .1. stint e .1. am no diuinistre 

Of soules fynde :I. nouht in fis registre 2812 

!N"e me ne liste f ilke opinions to telle 

Of hem . f ouhe fat f ei wreten where f ei dwelle 

Arcite is colde lat mars his soule guye 

IT ]N"owe wil .1. speken forf e of Emelye 2816 

Shrighte. Emelye and houlef Palamone 1 xi. 6. 

And Theseus his suster he toke anone 

Swonynge and bare hire fro f e cors awaie 

What helpef it to tarien forf e f e dale 2820 

To telle howe sche wepe bof e eue and morwe 

ffor in suche caas wemmen han suche sorwe 
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Whan fat her husbondes bene fro hein a-go 

That for J)e more part Jjei sorwen so 2824 

Or elles fallen in suche a maladie [leaf 35, back] 

)pat att last certeinly'fei deye 

Infinite bene ]je so[r]wes and J>e teres 

Of olde folke . and folke of tendnr 3eres 2828 

In att jje toune for dejje of Jjis Theba?2ne 

fibr him fere wepej? bofe ehilde a?ic? manne 

So grete wepeynge was fere none certeine . xi. r. 

Whan Ector was brouhte a?2c? frissche y-sleine 2832 , 

To troye Alas fe pite fat was fere 

Craccheinge of chekes rendinge eke of here 

Whi woldest f ou be dede fiswemmen crye 

And haddest golde y-nouhe ar^c? faire Emelye 2836 

^0 man myht glad Theseus * [* see p. 25, w.-26.] . xi. 9. 

Saueynge his olde fader Egens 

That knewe f is werlde transmntacione 

As he had seine it vp a^zc? donne -2840 

loy after woo and woo after gladnesse 

And schewef hem ensample and likkenesse 

Eiht as fere dide neuer man qz^od he 

That he ne lenede in Erthe in sum degre 2844 

Eiht so fere leued neuer man he seide 

In Al f is werlde fat sum time he ne deide 

This werlde is nouht bot a f oruhe-faire ful of woo 

And we bene Pelgremes passinge to and fro 2848 

Def e is an ende of euery werldly sore 

And ouer al fis 3itte seide he muche niore 

To fis effect ful wisly to enhofte 

The peple fat f ei scholde him reeomforte 2852 

IF Due Theseus wif al his besi cure . xi. 13. 

Cast nowe where fat f e sepulture 

Of goode Arcite y best ymakede be 

And eke moste honurable in his degre 2856 . 

And att f e laste he toke conclusione 

That fere as first Arcite and Palamone 

6 LANSDOWNE 81 



XII G. 



82 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



Deaf 363 

2868 



2872 



XI. 15. 



Had for lone Je bataile hem be-twene Teseide. 

That in j?e selfe groue swete and greue 2860 ^^* ^^* 

Thare as he had his amorous desires 

His compleinte and for loue his hote fires 

He wolde make a fire in whiche fe office 

jBTuneral he myht hem al complice 2864 • 

He lete anone command to hakke a7id hewe xi. u. 

The okes olde and leine hem on a rewe 

In culpons wele arraide for to berne 

His officers wij? swift foote fei renne 

And ride a-none att his commanndement 

And aftere fis Thesens haf J. -sent 

After a here a here and it al onere spradde 

WiJ) clo]?e of golde f e richest fat he hadde 

And of fe same suyte he cladde Arcite 

Ypon his hondes his gloues white 

Eke on his hede a coroune of Laurel grene 

And in his honde a swerde brihte and kene 2876 

He laide him bare / fe visage on fe here 

There-wiJ?e he weppe fat pite was to here 

And for J>e peple schold seen him att 

"Wlian it was dale he brouhte hem in to fe halt 2880 • 

That roref of ]?e crie and fe sonne 

^ Tho come fis wofnl Palamone 

Wi]} flotery berde and ruggy asshi heres 

In clones blakke dropped al wij? teres 2884 - 

And passinge olpere of wepeinge Emelye * [* see p. 25, n. 27.] 

The reufulleste of al fis compaignie 

In as mulche fat fe seruise schold be . 

The more noble and riche in his degre- 2888 

Due Theseus lete forfe f rei stedes bringe 

psit trappede were in stele al gleteringe 

And couerde wif f e armes of Dan Arcite 

Ypon fese stedes grete and white 2892 

There sitten folke of whiche on bai^ his schelde 

Anof ere his spere vppon his hondes helde 
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The frede bare him wij? his bowe turkeys [ 'Tes 

Of brente golde was fe caas and eke ])e herneys 2896 

And riden forJ?e a pas wi]) sorweful chere 

To-warde ]}e groue as 36 schol after here 

The noblest of ]?e grekes J?at fere were ^ xt. ss. 

Ypon her scholdres Cariden ]je here 2900 • 

WiJ) slake paas and y3en rede and wete 

Jporuhe-oute J?e Cite be J?e maistre strete 

J)at sprad l^as al wi]? blake and wonder hihe 

Eiht of Jje same is fe strete y-wrye 2904 

Ypon ]?e rihte honde went olde Egeus ^ [* See p. 25/w. 28.] • xi. 40. 

And on fat ofer side Due Theseus 

Wif vesseles in hir honde of gold ful finef [f see p. 25, w. 29.] • xr. sr. 

Al ful of hony melke and hlodiQ and wyne . 2908 • xi. 40. 

Eke Palamon wij) fuft grete compaignye [leaf se, back] 

And efter fat cam woofutt Emelye 

With fire in honde as was fat time f e gise 

ffor to done f e Office of funerale seruise 2912 . 

Hihe Laboure and fuft apparaillinge . xi. is. 

Whas att f e seruise and att f e fire makeinge | 

That whif e his grene top f e heuen rauhte | xi. 26. 

And twenty fafome on brede fe armes strauhte 2916 

This to seine f e bowes were so brode 

Of stre first f er was leide mony a lode I xi. 2?. 

Eot howe f e fire was maked vp on hihte xi. 22-2^ 

!N"e eke f e names howe f e trees hihte 2920 

As oke. fir. beche. aspe. alder holme popelere 

"Wylowe. elme. plane, asshe. Box. chasteine Binde Laurere 

Mapul. f orne. berche. hasul. ewe. whipiltre 

Howe fei were felde schal nouht be tolde for me 2924 

IN'e howe f e goddes ronnen yp and doune . 

Disherited of here habitaciowne 

In whiche f e wonden in rest and pes 

JSTimphes faunes and amadries 2928 

]^e howe f e bestes and f e birdes alt . xi. 21. 

fdedden for.ferde whan f e [wood] was fatt . 
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^e ho we fe grounde agast was for. fa liht 

That was nouht -wonte to se f e sonne briht 

'Ne howe fe fire was cowched first wij? stree 

And fan wif drye stikkes clouen a three 

And fan wif grene wode . and spicerie 

And fan wif clof e of golde. and. of Perry.e 

And garlondes hongeinge wif ful mony a floure 

The mirre Thensens wif also sweteodoure 

'Ne howe Arcite lay amonge al.fis 

iNe- what riches abowte his body is 

Ne howe- fat Emelye as. was f e_ gyse 

Putte in f e fire of funeral. seruise 

ISTefhowe sche swownedexwhan roaade wasfe fire 

ISTewhat sche spak ne what was hir. desire 

Ne , what Juels men in f e fire cast 

Whan fat fe fire was grete anc?- brende fast 

Ne howe som kast hir schelde a7id soni.hir spere- 

And .of her vestementea which f atif ei were- 

And coppes ful of melke.wyne and blode 

In to f e fire fat brente as it were wode - 

Ne howe fe Grekes.wif anhiuge rout^ [ieafs73 

Thries riden aLfB. fire aboute - 

Yppon fe lefte hand, wif a bowe scheteinge 

And fries wif here speres Clateringe- 

And f rie howe f e ladies gan crye" 

Ne howe fat ladde was homward' Emelye 

Ne howe Arcite is^bernte to asshe colde- 

Ne. ihowe :f at .lidbtB wake was yholde- 

Al filke nyht . ne. howe fe grekes pleie 

the wake playes ne kepe .1. nouht to seie^ 

Who werstelef beste nakedewif oile anoynte 

!N'e who fat bar him best in no -disioynte 

.1. wil nouht tellen al howe f ei gone 

Home til Athenes whan f e pleie.was done 

Bot schortly to fe point fan wil -.1. wende 

And maken of myne longe tale an ende. 
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IF Be proces and be lengthe of certein 3eres 

Al stinte is fe morneynge and ]?e teres 

Of Greges be one general assent 

Than semede fare was A parlement 

Att Atlienes vppon a certeine pointe and caas 

A-monge fe wbiclie poyntes spoken was 

To bane wij? certein crontres alliauwae 

And bane fully of Tbebane obeisau?2ce 

if or wbicbe J»is noble Tbesensa-none 

Letesende after gentil Palamone. 

Ynwiste of bim wbatt was J?e cause. a/zc? wbie 

Bot in bis blake clofes sorwfully 

He came att bis commandement in bye . 

Tbo sente Tbeseus for faire Emelye 

Wban fei were sett.awc? buystwas in ]3e place 

And Tbeseus abiden bajj a space 

Or any worde cam fro bis wise breste 

His ey^en sett be jjere as was bis leste 

And wij) a sadde visage be siked stille 

And af[t]erward ribt Jjus bis wille 

•|[ Tbe firste mouere of fe cause aboue 

Wban be first maade fe faire cbeine of loue 

Grete was ]) effect . and bibe was bis entente 

Wele wiste be wbi . and wbat J>ere-of be mente 

ffor wij) jjat faire cbeine of loue be bonde 

Tbe fire fe Aire . Jie watere and Jie londe- 

In certeine boundes ]?at ])ei male noubt ^o, 

That same prince and Jat meuer qw6>d be 

HaJ? stabled in fis wrecbede werlde a-doun 

Certeine daies and d[om^]naciown 

To al J7at ben engrendred injjis place 

Ouere jje wbicbe dale ]jei maie noubt pace 

Aft" mowe j?ei 3ute f o daies a-brugge 

Tbere nedejj none auctorite to lugge . 

ffor it is pruned be experience 

Bot J?at me lust declaren my sentence 
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Than male men wele by J?is order discerne Tesdde. 

That jjilke moiiere stable is avd eterne 3004 

Wele male men knowe bot it be foole 

That euery partie darrained fromme his hoole 

ffor nature hafe nou3t take his begynnynge 

Of no partie nor of cantel of a thinge 3008 

Bot of a thinge fat parfite is and stable 

Descendeinge so to it be corrumpable 

And pere-for for . his wise purueance 

He ha]) so wele be-sette his ordenance 3012 

That specie of jjinges and progressions 

Schullen endure be successions 

And nouht eterne wiJ?-oute any lye 

j)is maystowe vnderstonden and seen att eye 3016 

Lo j)e oke fat hafe so longe a norissheynge • xii. r. 

ffro jje time fat it first biginnef to springe 

And haf so longe a lif as 30 maye see 

Jut att f e laste wasted is fe tree 3020 | 

Consideref eke howe fat f e harde stone 

Ynde[r] owre fote on whiche we trede and gone 

3it wastef it as it life be f e weie | 

The brode riuer som time waxef dreie 3024 • 

The grete townes see we wane and wende 

Than 3e see fat al f is f inge haf ende 

Of man and womman see we wele also • xii. s. 

]pat nedef in oone of fe teremes tuo 3028 . 

J)is is to seine in 30uf e or elles age 

He mote be dede f e kinge as schal a page 

Som in his bede some in f e depe see . . xn. 10. 

Some in f e large felde as 30 male see . 3032 • 

There helpef nouht al gof e fat ilke weie 

pan may .1. seie fat al fis finge mote deie 

What makef fis bot lubiter f e kinge [leaf ss] 

That is prince . and cause of al finge 3036 

Conuertynge aft vn-to his propre wille 

fEro whiche it is darreyned sof e to tylle 
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And here a-geynes non creature on lyiie 

Of no degre aveilef for to striue 3040 

Than is it wisdome as fenkes me • xii. ii. 

To make vertue of necessitee 

And take it wele fat we maye nouht eschewe 

And name fat to vs al is dewe 3044 

And who grucche]? ou3t he dofe folye | xii is. 

And rebel is to him J?at al maie gnye 

And serteinly a man ha]? most honoure , xii. 9, 12. 

To deyen in his excellence and iionre 3048 

Whan he is seker of his good name 

Than hafe he done his frendes ne him no schame 

And gladder ouhte his frendes bene of his defe 

Whan wife honoure is 3olden vp f e brefe 3052 

Than whanne his name apalled is for age 

ifor al for3eten is his vessellage 

Than is fe best as for a worfi fame - 

To dey3en whan he is best of name 3056 I 

The contrarie of al fis is wilfulnes I xii. 13. 

Whi grucchen we whi haue we heuynes ; xii. 14-ir. 

That good Arcite of chiualrye f e fl,oure 

Departed is wif dewte and wif honoure 3060 

Owte of fis foule Prisone of fis life 

Whi grucchef here his cosine and his wife 

Of his welfare fat louef him so wele 

Kannef he hem f onke nay . god wote neuer a dele 306 i 

That bof en his soule and eke him offende 

And 3it f ei mowe her lustes nou3t amende 

What . may .1. conclude of f is longe serie 

Bot after woo .1. rede vs to be merie 3068 | xii. 19. 

And f anke lubiter al his grace 

And er we departen frome f is place 

.1. rede we make of sorwes two 

parfite loye lasteinge euermo 3072 

And lokef e nowe whe[r] moste sorwe is inne 

Ther wil .1. iirste amenden and be-gynne . 
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^ S aster quod he fis is my ful assent e :teseid€. 

Wip al fau-ys here of my parlemente , 3076 

That gentift Palamon 3oure owen knyht [leaf 38' back] 

That seruelp ^owe wij? witt and herte and myht 

And ener hajje do se]? firste je him knewe 

That 36 schatt of 3owere grace vpon him rewe 3080 

And taken him for husbonde and foiloide 

Lene me 3Gwre honde for ]?is is oure accorde 

Lat see nowe of 30wre wommanly pyte 

He is a kinges broker sonne parde 3084 

And fouhe he weere a pouer bachellere 

Sen he haf e serued 3owe so mony a 3ere 

And had for 3 owe so grete aduersite 

It moste be considered leue]? me 3088 

ffor gentil mercy e oute to passen riht 

)5an seide he fus to Palamon Jje knyht 

.1. trowe j)ere nedejie litul sermonynge 

To make 30we assente to Jis jjinge 3092 

ComeJ) nere and take]? 3owre lady be fe honde 

Be-twexen hem anone was maade J?e bonde 

]pat hiht Matrimoigne or mariage 

Be al pe counsel and fe Baronage 3096 

And wi]? al blis and melodye 

HaJ?e Palamon ywedded Emelye 

An god fat hafe al fis werlde wrouht 

Sende'him his lone fat haj) it dere bonht 3100 

ffor nowe is Palamon in al his wele 

Leueinge in blis richesse and hele. 

And Emely him louef so tenterly 

And he hir se[r]uith so gentilly 3104 

That J»ere no worde was hem be-twene i^^ 

Of lolousy or any ofer tene 

Thus Endejj Palamon and Emelye] 

And god saue al J>is faire compaignye 3108 P 

Explicit fabula mylitz5. ^■^- 
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Incipit prologus Melendenarij 

TTTlian fat fe knylit had Jjus . his tale y-tolde 
* * In al fe company nas fere ^onge ne holde 
That he ne seide it was noble storye 

And worfi for to drawen in memorie 3112 

And nameliche f e gentils eue?ychone 
Owre oste louhe and swore so mot .1. gone 
This gofe ariht vnboklede is fe male 

Lat see nowe who schal tel anofer tale 3116 

ffor trewly fe game is wele be-gunne [leaf S9] 

;N'ow telle]) 3e sire monke if 30 kunne 
Somewhat to white wij? J>e knyhtes tale 
IT The Mellere fat for-dronken was al pale 3120 

So fat vnnef vpon his hors he sat 
He nolde a-valen neyf e hode ne hat 
N'e abide noman for his curtasie 

Bot in Pilates voice he gan to crie 3124 

And swore be armes and be blode and bones 
.1. can a noble tale for f e nones 
Wif whiche .1. wil nowe qvite f e knyhtes tale 
Owre oste sauhe fat he was dronken of ale 3128 

And seide abide Eobin leue brof ere 
Som better man schal tel us firste a-nof er 
Abide and late vs werken f reftely 

Be goddes sowle qwod he fat wil nonht .1. 3132 

ffor .1. wil speken'or elles go my weye 
Oure Oste ansewerd . teft on fan a deuelweye 
Thowe ert a fole fi witte.is oner come 
Kowe herken qwod fe Mellere al and some 3136 

Bot first J. make a protestaciown 
JOat J. am dronken .1. knowe it *be my so\\Tie 
And fere if .1. speke or mys saie 
"Wiyte it fe ale of Soufewerk I. 3owe praie 3140 
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ffor .1. witt teft a legende and a lif 

Bofen of a carpenter and his wif 

Howe fat a clerke hajje sette fe wrilites cappe 

The reue ansewerde stinte \i clappe 3144 

Latt bne \\ lewed dronken harlotrie 

It is a sinne and eke grete folye 

To appeiren any man or him defame 

And eke to bringe wines in snche fame 3148 

Jpon maist ynonhe of ojjere finges saine 

This dronken Meller spak ful sone a3eine 

And seid leue brofer oswolde 

Who hafe no wif he is no cokewolde 3152 

But .1, seie nou3t fere-fore fat Jjou art oon 

Ther bene ful gode wives Many on 

[ 

no gap in the MSJ] 3156 

Whi ert f ou angri wif my tale nowe 

I. haue a wife perde as wele as f owe 

3ete nolde .1. note for f e oxen in my plouhe 

Tak vpon me more fan .1. nowhe 3160 

As demen of my self fat .1. were oone [leaf 39, back] 

.1. wift beleue fat .1. am none 

An husbonde schal nouht be inquisitif 

Of goddes pnuetees ne of his wif 3164 

So he may finde goddes foyson fere 

Of f e remenant nedef nouht to enquere 

What schold .1. more seie f Bot f is Mellere 

He nolde his wordes for noman forbere 3168 

Bot [sayde] his cherles tale in his manere 

Me af enkef fat .1. schal reherce hem here 

And f er-for euery . gentil whight .1, preie 

Demef nouht for goddes loue fat .1. seie 3172 

Of yuel enten bot fat .1. mot reherce 

Her tales al be f ei better or werse 

Or elles falsen somme of my matiere 

And fere-fore who so list nouht to here 3176 
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Tome ouere pe leue and cliese a-nof er tale 

ffor je schal finde . y-nowe grete and smale 

Of storial f inge fat touchej) gentillesse 

And eke moralite and holynesse 3180 

Blamejj noujt me if fat 36 chesen a-mys 

The meller is a cherle je knowe wele fis 

So was jje reue eke and ofer mo 

And harlotrye Jjei tolden bo]? tuo 3184 

Anise]) 3owe and putte me owte of blame 

And eke men scbal nou3te make ernest of game 

Explicit prologus. 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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Incipit fabula 

Silom fere was dwellyng att Oxenford 

A riche gnof pat gestis lielde to bord 3188 

And of his craft lie was a Carpentier 

With him fere was dwellinge a pouer scolier 

Hadde lerne arte hot al his fantasie 

Was torned for to leren astrologie 3192 

And confe a certeine of conclusions 

To denien be interrogaciones 

If fat men axed him in certeine houres 

Whan men schold haue dronht or elles schonres 3196 

Or if men axed him what schal be-falle 

Of euerj f inge .1. may nouht reken aUe 

This clerke was cleped hende Nicholas 

Of derne lone he couf e and of solas 3200 

And f 6re-to he was sleight and wele pnue 

And like a maide meke for to see 

A chambre had he in fat hostellerie tieaf4o] 

Alone wif-oute any compaignie 3204 

fPul fetisly diht wif herbes swote 

And he him selfe as swete as is f e rote 

Of lycoris or of any settewale 

His almagiste and bokes grete and smale 3208 

His Astrelabre longeinge to his arte 

His augrim stones leyen faire a parte 

On schelues chowched as his beddes hede 

His prisse . yconerid wif a foldeynge rede 3212 

And al aboue fere leie a gaie sawtrie 

On whiche he made a nyht melodic 

So swetely fat al f e chambre ronge 

And Angelus ad virginem he songe 3216 

And after he songe f e kinges note 

fPul oft blissed was his mery f rote 
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And ]?Tis fe swete clerke his time spente 

Affeter Ms frendes findeynge and his rente 3220 

Tliis Carpenter had wedded newe a wif 

Whiche fat he loued more fan his lif 

Of .xviij. 3ere sche was of age 

lelous he was and helde hire narwe in cage 3224 

ffor sche was wilde and 3onge and he was holde 

And demed him self bene like a cokewolde 

He knewe nou3t Caton for his witte was rude 

That bad men wedde his similitude 3228 

Men scholde wedde after hire astate 

ffor ^oufe and elde is often att debate 

Bot sejjen fat he was fallen in fe snare 

He moste endure as ofere folke his kare 3232 

ffaire was fis 3onge wif and fe?^to wij? al 

As any weseP hir bodi gente and smal 

A seinte sche wered barred al of silke 

A barmeclofe as white as any morwes mylke 3236 

Yppon hire lendes fol of mony a gore 

White was hire smoke and broude al be-fore 

And eke be-hinde on hire colere aboute 

Of cole blak silke w^t7^in and eke w^t7^-oute . 3240 

The tapes of hir white volupere 

Were of fe same sute of hire colere 

Hire felet broode of silke and sitt ful ' hihe u i .- iater-\ 

And sekurly sche had a lykuruse eye 3244 

fful smatt y-pulled was hire browes two . 

And fo were bente . and blake as any . slo . 

Sche was ful more bhsfufl' for to see [leaf 40, back] 

Thane is fe newe perionet tree 3248 

And softer fan wolle is of a wef er 

And be hir gyrdeP hinge a purs of lef ere C2 gyrdei : later] 

Tassilde wif selke a[n]d pe/'lid wif laton 

In al fis werlde to seken vpe and downe 3252 

J;ere is noman so wise fat couf e f enche 

So Gaye a popelote or swiche a wenche 
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fful briliter was ]je scliineiiige of liir liewe 

Than in fe toure f e noble forgode newe 3256 

Bott of Mr songe it was so lowde and 3erne 

As any swalowe CMterynge on a berne 

Tbere-to scbe coujje skippe and make a game 

As any kide or calfe foloweynge Ms dame 3260 

Hir moiife was swete as braket or Jje mefe 

Or borde of appeles layde in baye or befe 

Wynsinge scbe was as a loli colte 

Longe as a maste and vpriht as a bolte 3264 

A brocbe scbe bare on bire lone colere 

As brode as is fe boos of a bokelere 

Hir scboes were laced on Mr legges bibe 

Scbe was a pnmerol a pigges nye 3268 

ffor any lorde to liggen in bis bedde 

Or 3it for any good 3oman to wedde 

% ]^owe sire a,nd eft sire so be-feft fe cas 

That on .a. dale ]jis bende Nicholas 3272 

ffil wij> fis 3onge wif to rage and to pleie 

While fat hire bnsbond was att Osenaye 

As clerkes ben ful sotel and ful wheinte 

And prmelye be canht hire be fe qneynte 3276 

And seide . ywis bot if J. bane my . will . 

IFor derne lone of fe lemman .1. spill 

And held hire harde be fe bannche bones 

And seide lemman lone me wele att ones 3280 

Or .1. wille deyen also god me sane 

And scbe spronge as a colte do]? in fe trane 

And wi]) Mre hede scbe wried fast a-waie 

Scbe seide .1. wil nonht kisse fe be my. faie 3284 

Whi labbe q^^od iche lat be nycholas 

Or .1 will crie ont barrowe and alas 

Do weie ^onre hondes for 3owre cnrtesie 

This Mcholas gan mercie for to crie . 3288 

And spake so faire and proferd Mm so fast [leaf 41] 

That scbe hire lone granntide him att last 
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And swore an lie-ofe Ibe seinte Thomas of Kent 

That sche wolde be att is commandement 3292 

Whan fat sche male hir leisere wele aspie 

Mine hushonde is so ful of lelonsye 

That hot .1. weite wele and be prme 

.1. whote riht wele .1. name but dede qwod sche 3296 

Je motte be ful derne as in bis cas 

« 
iNTay Jere-of care fe nouht qz^od Nicholas 

A clerke hadde lijjerli be-sette his while 

Eot if he couf e a carpenter begile 3300 

And fus fei attorden and . y-sworne 

To wayte a tyme as .1. haue tolde be-forne 

Whan Mcholas hadde fis euery dele 

And fakked hire aboute Jie lendes wele 3304 

He kiste hire swete and takef his sautrie 

And plaiej? fast and make]) melodie 

^ Than fel it fus J?at to pe Panssche cherche 

Cristes owen werke for to werche 3308 

This good wife went on an haly dale 

Hire forhed schone as briht as any dale 

So was it whassche whan sche lete hir werke 

1^0 we was fere of J?at chirche a parische clerke 3312 

The whiche pat was ycleped Absolon 

Crutt was his here and as f e gold it schone 

And strouted as a ffan large and brode 

fful streighte and euen lay his loly schode 3316 

His rud was rede his yen grei as goos 

WiJ) ponies wyndowe coruen on his schoos 

In hoses rede he went fetisly 

Y-cladde he was ful smal and propurly 3320 

Al in a kertett of a liht wachett 

fful faire and ful pike be pe pointes sett 

And pere vpon he hadd a gaie surplise 

As white as is pe blossome on pe Eise 3324 

A mery childe he was as god me saue 

And wele coupe he laten blode or clippe or schaue 
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And make a charter of londe or on qnitance 

In twenti manere quod, he trip a7id dannce 3328 

After Ipe scole of Oxenforde J>o 

And wij? his legges casten to and fro 

And plejen songes in a smaft rebibe peaf 4i, back] 

Ther-to he songe some time a loude quynyble 3332 

And also wele confe he pleie on a geterne 

In aft fe tonne nas brewes ne tauerne 

That he ne viset it wij? his solas 

There any gailerd tapstere was 3336 

Bot sofe to seine he was sumdele sqnaymous 

Of fartinge and of speche daungerous 

IT This absolon Jiat loly was and gaie 

Goj?e wi]3 a censer on fe haly daie 3340 

Sensynge fe wyues of fe parische faste 

And many a lonely loke on hem caste 

And nameli on fis Carpenteres wif 

To loken on hire him fonhte a mery lyf 3344 

Sche was so propre and swete and licorous 

I dar wele seie if sche hade bue a mons 

And he a cat he wolde her hinte anone 

This Pariche clerce . fis loly Absolone 3348 

Hafe in his herte suche a lone longeinge 

That of no wif toke he none offringe 

For cnrtesye he seide he wolde none 

The mone whan it was nyht ful briht schone 3352 

And absolon his geterne haf e ytake 

ffor paramonres he ponhte for to wake 

And for he go]? lolif and amorons 

Til he came to pe Carpenters hous 3356 

A litel after cokkes had . ycrowe 

And drissed him vp be a schot windowe 

That was vp on fe carpente?'es watt 

He singes in his voice gentitt and smaft 3360 

^owe dere lady if ]?i willes be 

.1. preie 30we fat ^e wil rewe on me 
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fful wele accordant to liis getemeynge 
This Carpenter awoke and herd Mm singe 3364 

And spake vnto his Td.f and seide anone 
What Alison heres J»ou not Absolone 
That chaimte]) fus vnder oure boures wal 
And sche ansewerde hir hnsbonde fer-wif-al 3368 

Jis god wote lohen .1. wote it enery . dele 
}pis passe]? forfe what wil 3e bet J?an wele 
ffro daie to daie' f is loli Absolon 

So wowe]) hire fat him is woo be-goon 3372 

He wake]) all J)e nyght and al ]3e daie [leaf 42] 

He kembed his lokkes brode and maade hem gaie 
He wowe]) hire be menes and brocage 
And swore he wolde bene hir owen page 3376 

He singe]) brokkinge as a nyhtingale 
He sente hir Mejie and Piment and spyced ale 
And weifres pipeinge Hote vnder ])e glede 3379 

And for sche was of towne he proferd mede JJ^e^gt^f ""' ^"^^'^^ 
For some folke wil be wonne wz'tA richesse 
And sum for strokes and somme for gentilnesse 
Somtime to schewe his lyhtnesse and Maistre 
He plaie]? Heraude vpon a scafolde hihe 3384 

Bot what aveile]) him as in fis caas 
Sche loue]) soo ]}is hende Mcholas 
That absolon male blowe fe bokkes home 
He ne haf e for his laboure bot a scorene 3388 

And fus sche Makef Absolon hire Ape 
And al his erneste tornep tilt a lape 
Eor sofe is fis prouerbe it is no lye 

Men sein right ]?us Alweie fe neighe Sley3e 3392 

Make]) fe fer lene to be lofe 
For Jjonhe fat Absolon be woode or wrofe 
Be cause ]3at he fer was from hir^ siht 
This nyhe Mcholas stode in his liht 3396 

IF ^NTowe here 3 owe wele hende Mcholas 
ffor Absolon may waile and singe Alas 
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And so be-fett it on a setnrdaie 

This Carpentier was gone to Oseneye 3400 

And hende Mcholas and Alison 

Accorded bue to fis conclusione 

That Mcholas schapen hem a wile 

Jpese sely Mouse husbonde to be-giiyle 3404 

And if so be f e game went ariht 

Scbe scbolde slepen in his arnie al nyht 

fPor fis was his desire and hire also 

And riht anone wijj-oiite wordes moo 3408 

This Mcholas no langere wolde tarye 

Bot doJ>e soft vn to his chambre Carye 

Bofe mete and drinke for a dale or tweye 

And to hir^ husbonde bad hire for to seie 3412 

If fat he axede after Mcholas 

Sche scholde seie sche nyst where he was 

Of al fat dale sche seihe him noii3t w^'t/z Eye .[leaf 42, back] 

Sche trowed J?at he was in sum Maledye 3416 

ffor for no crye hire maide coufe him calle 

He wolde ansewere for nofinge fat myht falle 

This passef forf e al filke Saturdaie 

)pat Mcholas stil in his chambur leye 3420 

And ete or slepede or dide what him liste 

Til fe sonday fat f e sonday gof to riste 

This sely Carpentier haf e grete Merveile 

Of Mcholas or what f inge miht him aile 3424 

And seide .1. am adrede be seint Thomas 

It stondef nouht a-riht wif Nicholas 

God schelde fat he deyede sodanly 

This werlde' is no we ful tekel sikurly 3428 

.1. sihe to daie a corps borne to cherche 

That no we on Monondaie last .1. sawhe him werche 

Go vp qziod he vn to [his] knaue anone 

Clepe att his dore or knoke wif a stone 3432 

Looke howe it is and tel me boldely . 

This knaue gof him vp ful studely 
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And att Jje chambre dore while fat lie stode 

He criede and knokked as fat lie were wode 3436 

What howe what do ^% Maister Kicholaj 

Howe male 3e slepen al fe longe dale 

Bot al for nonht he herde nouht a worde 

An hole he fonde ful longe vpon a horde 3440 

There as fe catte was wonte inne for to crepe 

And att fat hole he loke in ful dex)e 

And att f e last he had of him a siht 

This Mcholas satt euer gapinge vpriht 3444 

As he had keked on f e newe mone 

And doune he gof e and tolde his meister sone 

In what araie he sauhe f is ilke man 

This Carpenter to blissen him be-gan 3448 

And seide helpe vs seint ffritheswide 

A man whote litel what him schal be-tide 

This man is fait wif his Arstromye 

In some wodenes or somme Agony e 3452 

.1. thonht ay wele howe it scholde be 

Men scholde nonht knowe of goddes pmiete 

3e blissed be alwey a lewed man . 

J)at nonht bot onely his belene can . 3456 

So ferd anof er clerke wif Astronomye [leaf 43] 

He walked in to f e feldes for to prye 

vppon f e sterres what fere scholde befalle 

Til he was in a marie pitte y-falle 3460 

He sawhe nonht fat Bot 3it be seint Thomas 

Me rewf e sore of hende Mcholas 

He schal be rated of his stodiynge 

If fat .1. male be lesus heuen kinge 3464 

Gete me a staf fat .1. maie vnder spore 

While fat f ou Eobin heneste vpe f e dore 

He schal onte of his stodiinge as .1. gesse 

And to fe Chambre dore he gan him dresse 3468 

His knaue was a stronge karle for f e nones 

And be f e hespe he heue it vp att ones 
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In to J?e flore pe dore fel a-none 

This Nicholas satt ay as stilt as any stone 3472 

And euer gaped vp in to pe aire 
This Carpenter wende he were in despeire 
And hent him be fe scholdres myhtely 
And schoke him harde and cried spitonsly 3476 

What Il^icholas what howe loke a downe 
Awake and ])enke on cristes passion 
J. crouche fe from elues and from whihtes 
There-wijje J?e nyhtes spel seide he anone rihtes . 3480 

Of foure halues . fe hoiis ahoute 
And on fe fresshewolde on fe dore wiJ>-onte 
Ihesu criste and seint bendight 

Blisse fe house frome euerj wikke whight 3484 

ffor j>e nyghte very fe white Pater noster 
"Where wentestowe pou seinte petur . soster 
And att fe last pis hende Mcholas 

Gan for to sike and seide Alas 3488 

SchaH: att pe werlde be loste ef sones nowe 
This Carpenter ansewerd what seistow 
What pinke on god as we done men pat swynke 
This ^NTicholas ansewerd ffeche me drynke 3492 

And after witt .1. speke in pnnete 
Of certeine pinge pat touchep pe and me 
.1. witt tel it it none oper man serteine 
This Carpentier gope donne and comep a3eine 3496 

And broTiht of myhty ale a large quarte 
And whan pat iche of hem had dronken here parte 
This Mcholas his dore fast schette deaf 43, back] 

And doune pe Carpentier be him he sette 3500 

And seide lohn myne Ostee leue and dere 
Thowe schalt vpon pi troupe swere me here 
That to whight pou schal pis consel wriee 
Ifor it is cristees cou?zsett pat .L seiee 3504 

And if pou tett it man pou art for-lore 
ffor pis venieance pou schalt haue pere fore 
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That if fou wreye me fou schalt be woode 

IF N'ay crist for-beede it for his holy blode 3508 

Quod poo ])is sely man .1. nam no labbe 

And jjouhe .1. seie .1. ne am not leue to gabbe ^ 

Saie whatt ]jon wolte .1. schal it neuer telle 

To childe ne wife be him pat haried helle 3512 

'NowG lohii quod Mcholas .1. wil nou3t lye 

,1. haue .I.-foTinde in myne astrolpgie 

As .1. haue loked in pe mone brihte 

)?at nowe a mononday next a quarter nyhte 3516 

Schal fal a rayne and pat so wilde and wode 

))at halfe so grete was neuer noes flode ' 

This werlde he seide in lesse pan in an houre 

Schal be al dreinte so hydous is pe schoure 3520 

Thus schal mankinde drenche and lese hir lyf 

This carpentier ansewerd alas my wif 

And schal sche drenche alas myn Alisowne 

ffor sorwe of pis he fel almoste a-doune 3524 

And seide is no remedie in pis caas 

Whi 3is for god quod hende Mcholas 

If pou wolte worchen after lore and rede 

Thou maiste nou3t werchen after pine owen hede 3528 

ifor pus seipe Salomon pat was ful trewe 

Werke al be counsel an pu schalt nouht rewe 

And if pow worchen wilte be goode counseile 

.1 vnder-take wip-oute mast or seile 3532 

3it schal .1. saue hire and pe and me 

Haste pow nouht herde how sauede was ^oe 

Whan pat owre lorde hape warned him be-forne 

That aft pe werld wip water scholde be for-lorne 3536 

3is quod pis Carpentier ful ^ore a-go 

Hast pou nouht herde quod Mcholas also 

The sorwe of JSToe wip his felauschep 

Or pat he myht get his wif to schip 3540 

Him had leuer .1. dar wele vnder-take [leaf 44] 

Att pilke time pan ail his weperes blake 
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That sche had a schippe al his selfe alone 
And fere-fore wost Jjow whatt is best to done 3544 

This axeth haste and of an hastif f inge 
Men maie nonht preche ne maake taxiynge 
-Anone go gete vs fast in to fis inne 

A knedeynge trowhe or elles a kemelyne 3548 

ffor iche of vs bote looke fat fei bene large 
In which men mow swymme as in a barge 
And hane their vitaile snfficeant 

Bot for a day fy on fe remenant 3552 

The water schal aslake and gone his waie 
About pn'me vpon jje next daye 
Bot Eobyne maie nouht witte of f is fi knaue 
!N"e eke f e maide gilt .1. maie nouht saue 3556 

Ax nouht whi for fouhe fou axe me 
.1. wil nou3t tellen goddes priuete 
Suffisefe fe bot if fi wittes Madde 

To haue as grete a grace as noe Hadde 3560 

Thi wif schal .1. wele saue oute of doute . 
Go nowe fi weie and spede fe here abowte 
Bot whan fou hast for hire and fe \and\ me 
Y-geten vs fis knedeinge tubbes fre 3564 

fan schalt f ou honge hem in rofe fol hihe 
fat no man of owre pureance aspie 
And whan f ou fus haste done as .1. haue seide 
And hast oure vitaile faire in hem y-leide 3568 

Ande eke an ax to smyte f e corde a two 
Whan fat f e water comef fat we maie go 
An breke an hole on hihe vpon f e gable 
Vnto f e gardeine ward ouer f e stable 3572 

That we mai freli passen forf e owre weye 
Whan fat f e grete schowre is gone awaie 
Th[en schjalt f ou swywme as mery .1. vnder-take 
As dofe f e white duke after his drake 3576 

Than wil .1. clepe ho we .Alison, ho we lohn 
Be mery for f e j&ode wil passe a-none 
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And Jjou wilt seine haile Maister Mcholay 

Gode morne .1. see jje wele for it is daye 3580 

And Jan sclial we be lordes al oure lif . 

Of al fe werlde as JSToe and his wif . 

Bot fat of finge .1. warne ]?e ful riht [leaf 44, back] 

Bene wele avised vpon fat ilke nyht 3584 

fat we bene entrede in to schippes borde 

fat none of ys ne speke noiiht a worde 

E"e clepe ne crye bot bene in bis praiere 

ffor it is goddes owen beste dere 3588 

Thi wif and f on moste bonge fer a twynne 

ffor fat betwox 30W scbal be no sinne 

]S^e more in lokeinge fan fer scbali in dede 

This ordenance is seide go god fe spede 3592 

To morwe att nybt wban men bene al aslepe 

Into owre knedeinge tubbes wil we crepe 

And sitten fere a-bideinge goddes grace 

Go no we fi weie .1. bane no longer space 3596 

To make of f is no longer sermoneinge 

Men seine f us . Sende f e wise and sei no f inge 

Tbow ert so wise it nedef f e noubt fcecbe 

Go saue owre lif and ]>8it .1. f e besecbe . 3600 

IF This sely Carpentier gof forf his weie 

fful of of he seide . alas and waleweie 

And to his wif he tolde his pnaete 

And sche was warre and knewe it bet fan he 3604 

What aH f is queynte cast was for to seie 

Bot IsTatheles sche ferd as sche wold deie 

And seide alas go forf e f i weie anone 

Helpe vs to scape or we bene dede iche oon 3608 

.1. am fi trewe verrei wedded wif 

Go dere spouse and helpe to saue oure lif 

If Loo whiche a grete f inge is affection 

Men may deie of ymaginacione 3612 

So depe maye impressione be take 

This seli Carpentier beginnef qwake 
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Him Jjenkefe verraily fat lie maie see 

Noe flode come walkinge as fe see 3616 

To drenche Alison his owen dere 

He wepe]? he weilej) he make]? sori chere 

He sikkef wif ful mony a sory swoghe 

And gofe and getej? him a knedeinge troughe 3620 

And after a tuhhe and a kimlyne 

And prinely he sent hem to his inne 

And henge in J?e rofe in pnnete 

His owene honde : he made eke leddres free 3624 

To climme by pe ronges aiid fe stakes [leaf 45] 

Yn-to ]je tobbes hongeinge in f e balkes 

And hem vitailled bofe tronhe and tubbe 

Wife brede and chese and good ale in a lubbe 3628 

Snffisinge . riht ynouhe as for a daie 

Eot ar he had maade al f is araie 

He sente his knaue and eke his wenche also 

Ypon his nede to londen for to goo 3632 

And on mononday whanne it drouhe to nylite 

He schette his dore wif -outen candellyhte 

And dressed al f inge as it schold be 

And schortely clomben vpe al fre . 3636 

Thei setten stille wele a forlonge weie 

IsTowe pater noster Clum seide Nicholaie 

And clum . seide lohn . and Clum seide Alison 

This Carpentier seide his deuocion 3640 

And stille he sittef and biddef e his preier 

Awaiteinge on f e reine if he it here 

The def e slepe for wery bisinesse 

ffel on fis Carpentier riht as .1. gesse 3644 

Aboute Corfew time or litel more 

ffor traueile of his goste he gronef sore 

And eft he routef e for his hede misleie 

Doune of f e ladder stalkef Mcholeie 3648 

And Alison ful soft a-doune sche spedde 

Wif-outen wordes mo f ei gone to bedde 
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Ther as fe Carpentier is wonte to lye 

There was fe reuel and J?e melodie 3652 

And J»us life Alison and ISTicliolas 
In besines or merfie and of solas 
Til fat fe belt of lawdes be-ganne to ringe 
And freres in fe cbaimceft gonne singe 3656 

^ This Parissche clerke fis amorous absolon 
fat is for lone alwei so wo begone 
vpon f e Monondaie was att Osneye 

"Wif company him to desporte and pleye 3660 

And axed vpon caas a cloistrere 
fful priuely after lohn f e Carpentiere 
And he dronghe him a-parte out of fe cherche 
And seide .1. note .1. seihe him here nouht wirche 3664 
Sef Saturdaie .1. troue fa he be wento 
ffor timbre fere oure Abbote haf him sent 
ffor he is wonte for timebre for to go [leaf 45, back] 

And dwellen att f e grange a daie or tuo 3668 

Or elles he is at his hous certeine 
Wher fat he be .1. kann nou3t sothely seine 
This Absolon ful loly was and liht 

And f ouht . ISTow is time to wake al nyht 3672 . 

For sekurly .1. sawhe him nouht e steringe 
Abouten his dore sen dai be-gan to springe 
So mote .1. Thriue .1. schal att f e Cokkes crowe 
fful pnuely knokken att his wyndowe 3676 

That stant ful lowe vpon his bowres watt 
To Ahson E"owe wift .1. tellen att 
My loue longeinge for 3it .1. schatt nouht mys 
That att f e leste waye .1. schal hire kis 3680 

IT Som manere comforf e schal .1. haue pa/'faie 
My mouf e haf e yched att f is longe daie 
That [is] a signe of kissinge att f e leste 
Att nyght me mete eke fat .1. was att a feste 3684 

There-fore I. wil go slepe an houre or tueye 
And att the nyht fan witt .1. wake and pleye 
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Whan fat fe first cokko hath crowe anone 
Yp risejj ]?is loly louer Absolon 3688 

And him arrrayef gaye and pointe deuise 
Bot first he chewef greine and lidorise 
To smellen swote or he had kemped his here 
Ynder his tonge a trewe loue he here 3692 

ffor j?erby wende he to be gracious ' 
He romefe to j?e carpenteres house 
And stilt he stant vnder fe schotte wyndowe 
Ynto his breste it rauht . it was so lowe 3696 

An soft he couched wi]? a seme sowne 
Watt do ^e hony combe swete Alisone 
Mi faire birde mi swete Sinamome 

And wake]) lemman myne and spekej? wij?e me 3700 

Wei litel finken 36 vpon my woo 
That for ^oure loue .1. swete ar .1. go 
JSTo wonder is f ouhe J?at .1. swelt and swete 
.1 morne as dofe lome after fe tete 3704 

.I.-wis lemman .1. haue suche loue longeinge 
That ilke a turtul trewe . is my Morneinge 
.1. maye note eten no more )>an a maide 
' Go fro fe window lak fole sche seide 3708 

^r As helpe me god .1. will nouht be compaine [leaf 46] 

.1. loue a-nofer ande elles .1. war to blame 
Wele bette fan J?e be ihesu Absolone 
Go for J)i waie or .1. wil cast a stone 3712 

And lat me slepe a twenti deuel weie 
Alas qwod Absolon and walawaie 
That trewe loue was euer so yuel be-sette 
Than kisse me sen it male be no bette 3716 

ffor ihe^u^ loue . and for fe loue of me [i MSihuc] 

Wilt f ou fan go fi weie f ere-wif qt^od sche 
36 certes lemman qz^od fis Absolon 
Than make f e redy qz^od sche .1. come anone 3720 

[ 

. . . . .... no gap in the MS."] 

This Absolon downe s^ett him on his knes 
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And seide .1. am a lorde att all degres 3724 

And after J?is .1. hope fere come]? more " 

Lemman Jii grace and swete birde fine ore 

The wyndow scho vndoj)^ and fat in haste 

Hane do qwod sche come of and spede fe faste 3728 

Leste fat owre neybores f e Asspie 

This Absolone gan wipe his mouf e fal drie 

Derke was f e nyhte as pyche or as f e cole 

And att f e wyndowe owte sche put hire hole 3732 

And Absolo[n] him fel no bette ne wers 

Bott wif his moiif e he kissed hir naked ers 

fful sauorly or he was warre of f is 

A-bakke he sterte and f ouht it was a-mys 3736 

ffor wele he wiste a womman haf e no berde 

He felte a f inge al roughe and longe yherede 

And seide fie Alas what haue .1. doo 

Tehe qwod sche and clapped f e window to 3740 

And Absolon gof e forf e a sory paas 

A berde a berde seide hende Nicholas 

Be goddes corps f is gof e faire and wele 

This sely Absolon herde it euery dele 3744 

And on his lippe he gan for angur bite 

And to him selfe he seide .1, seal f e qwite 

Who rubbeth nowe who frotef nowe his lippes 

Wif duste wif sonde, wif strawe wif clof e wife chippes 

Bot Absolon fat seif e ful ofte Alas 

My sonle be-take .1. to sathenas 

Bot me were leUeire fan al fis tonne quod, he 

Of fis dispite a,wroken for to be . 3752 

Alas quodi he alas .1. ne hadde yblente [leaf 46, back] 

His bote lone is colde and al yqnente 

ffor fro fat time fat he had kissed here ers 

Of paramours he sett nouht a ores 3756 

fPor he was helede of his maladye 

ffutt oft paramours he gan defie 

And weppe as dof e a childe fat is ybete 

A soft pas he went ouere fe strete 3760 
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Ynto a smyjje Men clepen Daun geruays 
fat in his forge smyfeief . plouhe hernays . 
He scharpe]) schare and culter bisilie 

This Absolon knokkeji al eselye 3764 

And seide vn to geruais and fat anone 
What who art fou . It am .1. Ahsolone 
What Ahsolone . What cristes swete tree 
Whi rise 36 so rafe. ey henedicite 3768 

Whate eylef 3 owe some gaie gerle god it wote 
Hajje hrouht 3owe Jiiis on fe veritote 
Be seint note 3e wote wele whatt .1. mene 
This Ahsolon ne rouht nouht a bene 3772 

Of al his pleie no worde a3eine he 3affe 
He had more to we on his distaffe 
Than geruays knewe and seide frende so dere 
The hote Culter in fe chymene here 3776 

As lene it me .1. haue fer-wiffe to done 
.1 wil bringe it a3ein ful sone 
Gerueys ansewerde Certes were it golde 
Or in a poke nobles al vntolde 3780 

Thowe scholdest haue as .1. am trewe smyffe 
Ey Cristes foo what will 3e do fer-wiffe 
There-of qi^od Absolon be as be maye 
I. schal wele telne it fe to morwe daie 3784 

And cauhte fe Culter be ]?e colde stele 
fful soft owte att fe dore he gan stele 
And wente vnto fe Carpentiers wal 

He koughed first and knokked fer wif al ^ 3788 

vpon fe wyndowe riht as he dide ere 
This Alison ansewarde who his fere 
fat knokkef so .1. warant . it a f efe 

Whi naye qwod he god wote my swete lefe 3792 

.1. am fin Absolon fin derleinge 
Of golde qwod he .1. haue f e browht a ringe 
Mi modere ^afe it me so god me saue [leaf 47] 

fful fyne it is and. farto wel y-graue 3796 
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]?is wil .1 3eiien fe . if fou me kisse 

fis Mcholas was reseii for to pisse 

And f ouhte lie wolde amenden al ]?e lape 

He scholde kisse Ms ers er fat he scape 3800 

And vpe pe windowe dede he hastely. 

And oiite his ers he put pn'uelye 

Ouer fe buttok to pe haunche bone 

And per-wij? spak pis clerke pis absolone 3804 

Speke swete birde .1. note where pu ert 

This Mcholas anone lete flie a fart 

As grete as it had be a ponder dinte 

That wip pat stroke he was almost yblint 3808 

And he was rede wip his yren hote 

And Mcbolas in pe ers he smote 

Of gope pe scynne an handebrode aboute 

The bote cnlter so brent his toute 3812 

^ And for pe smerte he wende for to deie 

As he were woode for woo he ganne to creie 

Helpe water water helpe for goddes herte 

This Carpentier owte of his slomere sterte 3816 

And berde one Crie water as he was wode 

And poubt alas NoAve commep Noes flode 

And sett him vp with wordes moo 

And wipe an ax he spote pe corde a twoo 3820 

And donne gope al He fonde IlTeiper to selle 

!N"o brede JSTor ale til he cam to pe selle 

Ypon pe flore and per aswowen he laye 

Yp sterte Hire Alison and Mcholaye 3824 

And criede oute and harrowe in pe strete 

The neyhebores bope smal and grete . 

In ronnen for to ganren ypon pis man 

That on swoune laie bope pale and wan 3828 

For wip pat fal he broken hap his arme 

Eot stonde he moste yn-to his owen harme 

For when he spake he was a-none borne doune 

Wipe hende Mcholas and Alisoune 3832 
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Thei tolden euery man J?at lie was wode 

He was a-gast so of fe Il^owels flode 

Thurghe fantasie fat of his vaiiite 

He liad him houhte knedeyng tubbes ))re 3836 

And had hem hongede in Jje roofe abone [leaf 47, back] 

And fat he preide him for goddes lone 

To sitten in fe roof p(2?' compaignye 

The folke gan lawhen att his fantasie 3840 

An to fe roofe fei keken and fei gape 

And torned al bis harme vnto a lape . 

ffor what so fis Carpentier ansewerde 

It was for nonht no man his resone herde 3844 

Wife of es grete he was so sworne y-doune 

That he was holden woode in att f e toune 

ffor Querj clerke anone riht ichone helde wif of ere 

Thei seide f e man is wode my leue brof ere 3848 

And enery white gan lanhen att his strif 

Thus swyued was f e Carpentiers wif 

ffor al bis kepeinge and bis lelouseie 

And Absolon baf e keste bire bir nefer eye 3852 

And Nicholas is scalded in bis toute 

This tale is done aoid god sane al f e ronte . 

Explicit fabula Molendenam 

[No gajj in the MS.] 
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Ineipit prologus. 

WHan folke lian lawhen att fis njce caas 
Of Absolon and hende Mcliolas 3856 

Diners folke diuersely J?ei seide 
Bot for fe more parte Jjei lowhe and pleide 
"Ne att jjis tale I. saiihe no man him grene 
Bot it were onely Oswolde fe Eeue 3860 

Be cause lie was of Carpenteres craft 
A litel ire is in Ms liert laft 
He gan to gruche and blame it a lite 
So feyke quod lie ful wele couj) .1. 30W qnyte 3864 

Wi]} blerynge of a proude mellers eye 
If fat me Kste to speke of riband ie 
Bot ik am olde me list, nonbt pleie for age 
Gras time is done my foder is forage 3868 

This white toppe writes myne olde 3eres 
Myne lierte is also monlde. as myne lieres 
Bot if .1. fare as dojje an openers 

fat ilke frnyte is ener longe f e werse 3872 

Til it be roten in moUoke and in stree 
We olde men .1. drede so fare we 
Til we be roten can we nonbt be ripe 
We hopen al-weie wMle fe werld wil pipe 3876 

For in owre wille fere stikef ener a naile [leaf 48] 

To bane an hpre here and a grene taile 
As bafe a leke for fonbe onre mybt be gone 
Owre wille desiref foly enery in one 3880 

ffor wban we male nonbte done fan wil we speke 
Jit in owre basscben olde is fire y-reke 
ifonre gledes ban we wbicbe .1. scbal denise 
Auanntynge. lyeinge. Anger, and Conetise 3884 

This fonre sperlkes longef vnto elde 
Owre olde limmes Mowe wele bene vnwelde 
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Eot -wiP ne Sclial noullt fallen bat is SObe ^^ Ti and e have been - 

J y ■ scratched out to re- 

And 3it haue .1. alwei a coltes tofe ^^^^ '^' ^^^^-^ 

As mony a 9 ere as it is passed henne 
Sen fat my tap of lif beganne to renne 
jBPor sekeiiy wlian .1. was borne a-none 
Defe drowhe fe tape of lif cmd lete it gone 3892 

And euerj siffe ha])f e so pe tap .I.-ronne 
Tift fat al-nioste al empti is the tonne 
The streme of lif no we droppe]? on fe cbimbe 
The sell tonge male wele ringe and climbe 3896 

. Of wrechedenesse fat passed is fnl ^ore 
Wif olde folke saue dotage is no more 
^ Whan fat oure oste had herd fis sennonynge 
He gan to speke as lordly as a kinge 3900 

He seide what a-mountef al fis witte 
"What schal we speke al day of holy writte 
The deuel maade a reue for to preche 
Or of souter schipman or a leche 3904 

Say for|?e fi tale a7id tary nonht f e time 
Loo depford and it is halfe weie .prime 
Loo grenewiche fat mony a schrewe is inne. 
It were al time f i tale for to gynne 3908 

IF Nowe sires quod Oswalde f e reue 
.1 preie 30 we al fat 3e nouht 30we greue 
Thowhe .1. ansewere and snmdel sett his howue 
For lenefiil it is wif force force to schowue 3912 

This dronken melle haf e ,T.-tolde ns here 
Howe fat be-giled was a carpentier 
Parauentnr in scoren for .1. am one 

And be 3onre lone .1. schal him quyte anone '. 3916 

Eiht in his cherles termes wil .1. speke 
I preie to god his neke mot he breke 
He can wele in myne eye seen a stalke 
Bot in his owen he can nouht sene a balke 3920 
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fe revese tale / begyime]) here [leaf 48, back] 

At Tmmpyngton nouht fei^ fro CamLrugge 
There gofe a broke . and ouere fat a brugge 
Yppon fe whiche broke fere stant a Melle 
And Jiis is verrey sof fat .1. telle 3924 

A meller was fere duellinge mony a dale 
As any pekok he was proude and gaie 
Pipe he conf e and fisshen and nettes bete 
And torne coppes and wele wrastel and schete . 3928 

Ay be his belte he bare a longe Panade 
And of a swerde fnl trenchant was f e blade 
A loly popper bare he in his puche 

Ther was no man for perile dorst him touche 3932 

A scheffeld f witel bare he in his hose 
Eounde was his face and kamuse was his nose 
As pilled as an hape was his Senile 

He was a Market beter att f e fuUe 3936 

Ther was no whihte fat dorst honde on him ligge 
Pot if he swore he schole anone abegge 
A f efe he was for sof e of corne and mele 
And fat a sleigh . and vsand for to stele 3940 

His name was hoten deynous symkyne 
A Avife he had commen of ISToble kinne 
The parson of f e toune hir fadere was 
Wife hire he 3afe mony a panne of bras 3944 

For fat Simkin schold in his blode allye 
Sche was yfostrede in a l!To?2nerye 
ffor Simkin wold no wif as he seide 

Pot sche were wele ynorissched and a maide 3948 

To sane his astate of 3omanrye 
And sche was pronde and pert as a pye 
A fill faire siht was it vppon hem tiio 
On Halidaies be-forne hire wolde he go 3952 
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With his tepet wonden aboute his hede 

And sche cam after in a gide of rede 

And simkyn hadd hosen of pe same 

Thare dorste no whiht clepen hire hot dame 3956 

Was none so hardy fat wente be J»e weie 

That dorste with hire ones rage or pleie 

Bot if he wolde be sleine of Simkynne 

Wi]? panade or wi]? knyf or wij? Boydekynne 3960 

ffor lelons folke bene perlous euer mo 

Al-gates jjei wolde here wives wenden so 

And eke for sche was somdele smoterliche [leaf 49] 

Sche was as deyne as water in a diche 3964 

As ful of Hokere and of bismare 

Hir Jjouht fat a lady schold spare 

What for hire kinred aJid hire Nortelrie 

That sche had lerned in the ITonnerye 3968 

A donhter had fei be-twexe hem two 

Of twenty 3ere wif-onten any moo 

Saueinge a childe fat was of halfe 3 ere age 

In cradel it ley. and was a propnr page 3972 

fis wenche fikke and wele y-grone was 

wij) Camois nose and eyen . grei as glasse 

wif buttokes brode . a7id brestes rounde and hihe 

Bot rihte faire was hire here .1. wil nouht lye 3976 

The parson of fe toune for sche was so faire 

In purpos was to make hire his hayre 

Bofe of his Catel and his Mesuage 

And strange he maade it for hire Mariage 3980 

His purpos was to be-stowe hire hye 

In to somjne worfi blode of Auncestrie 

ffor holy cherche goode mot be despended 

On holy cherche blode fat is descended 3984 

Ther-fore he wolde his holy blode honoure 

f OTihe fat holy cherche scholde deuoure 

Grete soken haf e f is meller onte of doute 

Wif wete and malte of al f e lande aboute 3988 
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And namely J>er was a grete College 

Men clepen fe solier lialle att Cantabregge 

There was liir whete and eke his malte ygrou^zde 

And on a daye it happide on a stounde 3992 

Seeke laie fe Maunciple on a Maledye 

]V[en wenden wisly pat he scholde deye 

ffor whiche pis meller stale hope mele and corne 

An hnndrep time more pan he-forne 3996 

ffor pere be-forne he stale hot cnrteysly 

Bot nowe he was a pef oiitrageou[s]ly 

ffor whiche pe wardeine chidde and made fare 

Bot pjere-of sette pe Meller nonht a tare 4000 

He crakke host and swore it was nonht soo 

Than were pere 3onge scolers t.uo 

That dwelten in pe hal of whiche .1. seye 

Testif pel were and lusti for to pleie 4004 

And oonely for her mirpe and reuelrie [leaf 49; back] 

Yppon pe wardeine hesely pei crie 

To jeue hem leue hot a litel stounde 

To goone to melle and seen her corne . y-gronnde 4008 

And hardely pei dorst leine her* neke 

pe Meller schold nonht stele hem half a pekke 

Of corne ne he sleihte ne he force heme reue 

And att pe laste pe wardeine ^af hem leue 4012 

lohii hight pat one . and Aleyne hibt pat opere 

Of one towne were pei home pat hiht stropere 

ffer in pe ]!!Torpe .1. can nouht tel where 

This Aleine Makep redi all his gere 4016 

And one an hors pis sak he cast anone 

fforpe gope Aleyne pe clerk e and also lone 

Wip good swerde and wip bokeler he his side 

tohn knewe pe weie him nedep no gide 4020 

And att pe melne pe sakke adoune he laythe 

Alayn spak first . al haile Simonde in faype 

Howe farep pi faire douhter and pi wife 

Alayne welcome q?^c»d Simkin he my life 4024 
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And loliii also ho we no we what do 36 here 

Be god quod Idhn . Simond . nede haj?e no pere 

Him be-houe]j S(3rue him self J?at haj)e no sweyne 

Or elles he is a foole as clerkes seine 4028 

Oure Maunciple J. hope he wil be dede 

Swa werkes him fe -wanges in his hede 

And J?ere-fore es .1. come and alswa Aleine 

To grinde oure corne and carie it ham a3eine 4032 

.1. prei 3 owe spede vs hej?en fat 3e maye 

It schal be done quod Simkin be my faye 

IT What will 3e done while fat it is in hande 

Bed god . riht be fe hoper will .1. stande 4036 

Q^uod lohn and see howe fe corne gofe Inne 

Jit sawe .1. neiier be my fader kinne 

Howe J?at J>e hoper wagges tilt and fi-a 

Aleyne Ansewerd lohii wil-tow swa 4040 

Than wil .1. be by-nej?e be my cronne 

And see howe gates fe niele falles adowne 

In-titt fe tronghe fat schalt be my disporte 

Q,uod John in faafe .1. es al of 3owre sorte 4044 

.1. es as il a Melnere as es 3e 

This Mellere smyled of here Nicite . 

And fonht al fis nys done bot for a wyle [leaf 50] 

f ei weene fat no man may f em be-gile 4048 

Bot be my freft 3it schal .1. Were here eye 

ffor al f e sleight in hire philosophie 

f e moo qweinte crekes fat f ei make 

f e more wil .1. stele whan .1. take 4052 

In stede of flowre 3it will .1, 3ene hem branne 

The grettest clerke ne is non3t f e wiseste manne 

As whilome to f e wolfe f ns spak f e mare 

Of al hire arte counte J. nouhte a tare 4056 

Oute att f e dore he gof e ful pnaelye 

Whan fat he sawhe his time softly 

He lokef e vp and doiine til he haue founde 

The clerkes hors fere as it stode bonnde 4060 
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Be-hinde pe Mille vnder a leuesel 

And to fe liors he gof Mm feire and wel 

He strepe]) of fe bridel riht a-none 

Whan fe hor[s] was laus he ginne]? to gone 4064 

Toward ]?e fenne pere wilde mares renne 

And forjje wife wehe foruhe pikke and Jjoruh fenne 

This mellere gof e a3ein no worde he seide 

Eot doj) his note and wi]? his clerkes pleide 4068 

Til fat her corne was faire and wele ygrounde 

And whan fe mele is sakked and ybounde 

This lohii gofe owte and fmdef his hors aweie 

And gan to crie harrowe and walaweie 4072 

Oure hors is loste Aleine for goddes banes 

Steppe on f i fete man come of al att anes 

Alas oure wardeine has his palfraie lorne 

Tliis Aleine al for-jat bof e mele and corne 4076 

Al was owte of his niynde his hosbandrie 

What whilke waye es he gane he gan to crye 

The wife cam lepeinge inwarde att a renne 

Sche seide Alas 3oure hors gof e to fe fenne 4080 

Wif wilde mares as faste as he may go 

Ynfanke com on his hand fan bonde him so 

And he fat better scholde haue knet f e Reyne 

Alias q?^od lohii Aleine for cristes peine 4084 

Lay donne f i swerde . and I wil myne alswa 

.1. es ful swift god wate as is a ra 

Be goddes hert he sal not scape vs baf e 

Whi ne hadde f on putte f e capel in f e laf e 4088 

II a hayle be god aleyne f on es a grete fonne [leaf 50, bacio 

Thes sely Clerkes han ful fast ronne 

To-warde f e fen?z bothen Aleyne and eke John 

And whan f e Meller sihe fat f ei were gone 4092 

He half a busschel of her fiour haf e take 

And bad his wife go knede it in a kake 

And seide .1. trowe fe clerkes weren aferd 

^it can a meller Make a clerkes berde 4096 
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ffor al his arte 3it late liem gone hire weie 

Lo where he gofe ^e latt pe children pleie 

Thei get him nouht so lihtly be my crowne 

feis sell clerkes rennen vp aiid doune 4100 

wij? kepe kepe stande stande .lossa warderere 

Ga whistil fou and J. schal kej)e him here 

Bot schortly til it was verrei nyht 

J?ei coTife nouhte fouhe fei dide al her myht 4104 

Hir caple cache he ran alwei so faste 

Til in a diche fei cauht him att fe laste 

wery and wete as best is in fe reine 

ComeJ) sely lohii . and with him commef Aleine 4108 

IF Alas quod lohii pe daie J>at .1. was borne 

!N"owe er we dreuen til hefinge and til scoren 

Owre corne is stolle Men wil vs foles calle 

Bofe fe wardeine and owre felawes atte 4112 

And !N"amely fe Meller walewaye 

Thus pleynej? Tohn as he gaf be f e weie 

Towarde fe Melle and bayard in his honde 

The meller sittinge be fe fire he fonde 4116 

ffor it was nyht a7id ferj^er myht he noiiht 

Bot for J)e loue of god j?ei him be-sonht 

Off herboruhe aiid of ese as for her penye 

The Mellere seid ageine . if j?ere be anye 4120 

Swyche as it is 3ute schal 36 haiie 30ure part 

Myne hous is streite bot 3e haue lerned arte 

3e can be argument Make a place 

A Mile brode of twenti foote of space 4124 

Latt se nowe if ]?is place Maie suffise 

Or make it Eomer wij? speche as is 3oure gise 

IsTow Simond seid fis lohn be seint Cutberde 

Ay es J?ou Mery and fat is faire ansewerde 4128 

.1. haue herde saye Men sail taken of tua finges 

Swilke as he fint or swilke as he bringes 

Bot specialy .1. praie fe ooste dere [leaf 51] 

Gete vs sum mete and drinke and make vs chere 4132 
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And we wil payen trewly att fulle 

WiJ) empti handes men maye noulite haukes tulle 

Lo here owre siluere redy for to spende 

This Meller to fe tonne his douhter sende 4136 

ffor al and brede and rosted hem a goos 

And bonde her hors it schold no more go loos 

And in his o.wen chambre he maade hem a bede 

Wijj schetes and wiJ) chalons faire y-sprade 4140 

Nouht fro his owen bedde ten fote or tuelue 

His douhter had a bedde al be hire selue 

Eiht in fe same chambre by. and bye 

It myht be no bet and cause whie 4144 

Ther was no romer herboruhe in pe place 

Thei soup en and fei speken hem to solace 

And drenken euer stronge ale att J>e beste 

Aboute mydnyhte wente fei to reste 4148 

Wele hafe f)is Mellere vernysshed his hede 

fful pale he was for-dronken and npuht rede 

He 3exe]? and he speke]? foruhe ]?e nose 

As he war on ]7e quakke or one ]?e pose 41 §2 

To bede he go]?e and wiJ? him goje his wif 

As any lay he lyht was and lolif 

So was hir loly whistel wele y-wette 

The crade att fe bedes feete is sette 4156 

To rokken and to 3eue fe childe to souke 

And whan ]?at dronken was al in fe crouke 

To bedde wente J?e douhter riht anone 

To bedde gofe Aleine and also lolm 4160 

There nas no more f em neded no dwale 

This Meller hafe so wisly bibbed ale 

That as an hors he snowrte]) in his slepe 

i^e of his taile behinde he toke no kepe 4164 

His wif bare him a burdon a ful stronge 

Men myhten here routeynge halfe a forlonge 

The wenche routefe eke par comopaignye 

Aleyne fe clerke fat herde fis melodye 4168 
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He poukede lofeon and seide slepest fou 

Herdest fou euer slyke a sange or nowe 

Lo swilke a compline es be-tnene hem alle . 

A wilde fire on feire bodies falle 4172 

Wha herde euere slyke a ferly finge [leaf 5i, back] 

5e fei sclial haue fe floiire of il endynge 

% This lange myhte fer sal .1. haiie na reste 

Bot 3it na force al sal be for ]?e beste 4176 

ffor lohii seide he as euere mote .1. J?riue 

If fat .1. maye fe wenche wil .1. swyue 

Some esement haj fe lawe schapen vs 

ffor lohii Jjere is a lawe fat seife fus 4180 

fat if a man in o pointe be agreuede 

fat in a-nof er he sal be releiiede 

Cure corne is stoUen sof ely it is no naye 

And we haue hade an yuel iitte to daye 4184 

And seen .1. schal haue none amendement 

Ageyn my losse J. wil haue esement 

Be goddes saule it sal nane of e?'e be 

This lohii Ansewerde Aleine avise fe 4188 

The Meller is a parlous man he seide 

And if fat he oute of his slepe a-breide 

He myhte done vs baf e a velanye 

Aleyne ansewarde .1. count him nat a fiye 4192 

And vpe he reste and be f e wenche he crepte 

f is wenche lay vpriht and fast sche slepte 

Tyl he so nyhe was or sche myht spye 

That it liadde bene to late for to crie 4196 

And schortly for to seye f ei were att one 

1^0 w plaie Aleine for .1. wil speke of lohrie 

This lohii hf e still a furlonge waie or two 

And to him selfe he makef reuf e ayid woo 4200 

-Alas qzzod he fis is a wikked lape 

;Now may .1. sale fat .1. es bot an ape 

3it haf e my felawe sum what for his harme 

He haf e f e Mellers doubter in his arme 4204 
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He Auntre him and ha]) his nedes spedde 

And .1. ly as a draf sakke in my bedde 

And whan fis lape is tolde anofer daie 

.L sail be holden a daff a Cokeneye 4208 

.1. wil arise and auTztre it it be my faithe 

Ynhardy is vnsely fus men seyfe 

And vppe he ros and softly he went 

Yn to fe cradel and in his honde it hente 4212 

And bare it soft vn to his beddes fete 

Sone after ]je wife hire routeynge lete 

An gan to wake and went hir oute to pisse [leaf 52] 

And cam a-gaine and gan hir^ cradel Misse 4216 

An groped here and ]?ere bot sche fonde none 

Alias qwod sche .1. had almost mys gone 

I hadde al-moste gone to J>e clerkes bedde 

Ey benedicite fan had .1. foule .I.-spedde 4220 

And for]?e sche gofe til sche j^e cradel fonde 

Sche grope]? alwey former wi]? hire honde 

And fonde fe bedde and Jionht nouht bot goode 

Be cause fat fe cradel by it stode 4224 

And neste where sche was for it was derke 

Bot faire and wele sche crepe in to fe clerke 

And life ful still . and wolde haue canht a slepe 

Wif-in a while fis lohn fe clerke vp lepe 4228 

And on fis goode wife he leipe on sore 

So mery a fitte ne had sche not full 3ore 

He pr?35:e]3 harde and depe as he were madde 

fis loly lif haue fese tuo clerkes ladde 4232 

Til fat f e f redde koke be-gan to singe 

Aleyne wex wery in f e dawneinge 

ffor he had swonken aft f e longe nyht 

And seide faire wele Malyn swete whight 4236 

The daie is come .1. male no longer bide 

Bot euere-mo where-so .1. go or ride 

.T. am fine owen clerke so haue .1. sele 

Kowe dere lemman o^o^ sche go fare wele . 4240 
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Bot or fou go 00 jjinge .1. will fe telle 

Whan fat fou wendest homwarde be Jie melle 

Eiht att f e entre of fe dore be-liinde 

Thou schalt a cake of halfe a buscheft finde 4244 

That was ymaked of fin owen mele 

Which e fat .1. helpe my sire for to stele 

And goode lemnian and god f e saue and kepe 

And wij? fat worde almost he gan to wepe 4248 

Aleine vprist and fonht or fat. It dawe 

.1. wil go crepen inne be my felawe 

And fonde f e cradel wif his honde anone 

Be god fonht [he] al wrange J. hane mys gone 4252 

Myne hede is toty of my swynke to nyhte 

fat makef me fat .1. go nonht arihte 

.1. wote wele be fe cradel .1. hane mys go 

Here life f e mellere and his wif al so 4256 

And forfe he gofe a twenty denel weye Deaf 52, back] 

Ynto f e bedde fere as f e Meller leye 

He wende hane cropen be his felawe lohon 

And by f e Meller ine he crape a-none 4260 

And kanht him be f e nekke and soft he spakke 

He seide f on lohii f on swineshede awake 

ffor cristes sonle and. here a noble game 

If or [by] fat lorde fat called is seinte lame 4264 

As .1. hane fries in f is schorte nyhte 

Swyuede f e meller donhter bolt vpriht 

While f on hast as a cowarde bene agaste 

3e false harlot qwod Meller haste 4268 

A false traytnr false traitur qwod he 

Thon schal be dede be goddes dignite 

Who dorste be so bolde to disparage 

My donhter fat is comen of suche lignage 4272 

% And be f rote boUe he canht Aleyne 

And he hinte him dispitonsly a-3eine 

And one f e nose he smote him wif his fiste 

Donne run f e blode streme vpon his briste 4276 
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And in fe flore wij? nose and moujje to-broke 

])Q\ walowe as tuo pigges in a poke 

And vpe fei gone and doune a-3eine anone 

Til fat f e meller sporned att a stone 4280 

And doune he fel bakwarde vpon bis wif 

That wist no pinge of Jjis nice strif 

iFor scbe was fal a slepe a litel wybt 

WiJ) lobon J?e clerke fat waked bad al f e nybte 4284 

And wif f e fal onte of bere slepe scbe braide 

Helpe boly cros of bromebolme scbe saide 

In manus tuas lorde to f e .1. catt 

Awake Simonde f e fende is on me fatt 4288 

Myne berte is broken belpe .y. ne am bot dede 

Tbere one vp my wombe and vp myne bede 

Helpe Simkyn for f e false clerkes fibte 

J?is lobn stert vp al so fast as euer be mybte 4292 

And grasped be f e walles to and fro 

To finde a staf and scbe sterte vp al so 

And knewe fat estres beter fan dide fat lobii 

And by f e wal a staf scbe fande a-none 4296 

And sawbe a litel scbimeringe of a lygbt 

ffor att an bole in scbone f e mone bribt 

And be fat libt scbe seibe bem bof e two [leaf 53] 

Bot sekerly scbe nyst wbo wa[s] wbo 4300 

Eot as scbe saube a wbite f inge in bire eye 

And wban scbe gan f is wbite aspie 

Scbe wende f e clerke bad wered a volupere 

And wife f e staf scbe drowbe ay nere and nere 4304 

And wende baue bit f is Aleine att futt 

And smote f e Mellere on f e pilled scott 

Tbat downe be gof e and cried barrowe .1. deye 

Tbis Clerkes bet bim wele and lete bim lye 4308 

And greyf en f eym and toke ber bors a-none 

And eke bere mele and on f eire weie f ei gone 

And att Melle ^it f ei toke ber cake 

Of balfe a bnsscbel fiovvre ful wel y-bake 4312 
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^ Thus is j?e proude Mellere wele ybete 

And liafe yloste fe grindeinge ofe f e whete 

And paiede for fe sopere enery dele 

Of Aleyne and of lohii ]?at bet him wele 4316 

His wif is swyue and his douhte als 

Lo swyche it is a mellere to be fals 

And fer-to J>is prouerbe is seide ful sofe 

Him far note wene wele fat yuel dofe 4320 

A gylour schal him self be-giled be . 

And god fat sittef hihe in Maiestee 

Saue al f is compainye grete and smale 

Thus haue .1. quyte f e Meller in my tale 4324 

Explicit fabula 

[iVb ga;p in the If/S'.l 
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Incipit "Prologus Coce . 

rpHe coke of london wliile fe reue spakke 

-*- For loy him fonlit lie clowde him on fe bakke 

Ha ha quod, he for cristes passione 4327 

This Mellere hafe a scharpe conclusione l?e koce. 

Ypon his argument of herbegage 

Wele seide Salamon in his langage 

l^G bringe nonhte euerj man in to fine hous 

For herberwynge be nyhte is perilous 4332 

Wele ouhte a man avisede for to be 

Whome fat he brouhte in to his pn'uete 

.1. prei to god so 3eue me sorwe and care 

If euer sifen .1. hight Hogge of ware 4336 

Herd .1. meUere better sett a werke 

He had a lape of Males in fe derke 

An fere-fore if ^e wowche saue to here [leaf ss, back] 

Bot god for-bede fat we stente here 4340 

A tale of me fat am a por man 

.1. wil 3owe tel as wele as euer j can 

A litel lape fat felle in owre Citee 

IT Owre Oste ansewerde arid seide .1. graunt it f e 4344 

2!Tow teii: on Koger . loke fat it be goode 

Por mony a paste haste f ou laten blode 

And mony a lak of douere hast f ou solde 

That haf bene twis bote and twis colde 4348 

Of Mony a pilgrim hast f ou cristes curse 

For of f i percelly 3it f ei fare f e wrse 

j)a,t f ei haue eten wif f e stoble goose 

For in f i schope is mony a fiie lose 4352 

INowe tell on gentil roger' be f i name 

Bot 3it .1. prey f e be nouhte wrothe for game 

A man male seie ful lof e in game and plaie 

Thou seist ful sofe quodi Eoger be my faie 4356 
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Bot so])e pleie . quade pleie as the fiemynge seij?e 
And fer-fore herry baillif be fi feife 
Be ])ou nouht wro]?e er we departen here 
fouhe Jiat myne tale be of an Ostelere 4360 

Bot nafeles .1. wil non3t tel it 3it 
Bot or we departe .I.-wis fou schalt be t^ayt 
And ther wi]) al he lowhe and made chere 
And seide his tale as 3e schal after here 4364 

Explicit* ^Tologus. 

[No gap in the MSJ] 
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EUesmere MS, leaf 51. 
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Incipit- fabula 

APrentis whilom duelled in oure Cite 
And of a craft of vitaillers was he 
Gaillard he was as goldefinche in pe schawe 
Broune as a bery. a prt?pur schort felawe 4368 

Wi]? lokkes blake y-kempt ful fetisly 
Daunce he coujje so wele . and lolyly 
Jat he was clepede Pe?'kinne reueloure 
He was as ful of loue and paramour 4372 

As is ]3e hyve ful of hony swete 
"Wele was J>e wenche wijj him myht mete 
Att euery bridel wolde he singe and hoppe 
He loued bett Jie tauerne fan his maistier schoppe 4376 
Por whan fer any rydeinge was in chepe 
Owte of J>e schoppe peder wolde he lepe 
Til pat he hadde al pe siht yseyne 

And daunced wele wolde he nou3t come a3eine 4380 

And gaderd him a Meyne of his sorte [leaf 54] 

To hoppe and singe and maken swiche disporte 
And jjere fei setten steuen for to mete 
To pleine att pe dys in suche a strete 4384 

Por in Jie toune was pere no prentis 
])dX fairer coupe cast a paire of dis 
Than perkyn coupe and pere-to he was fre 
Of his dispense in place of p^'Riete 4388 

IF That fonde his Maister wele in his chaffare 
For oft time he fonde his box ful bare 
For sekurly a prentis reueloure 

pat hauntep dis . riot or paramoure 4392 

His Maister schal it in his schoppe a-bye 
Al haue he not part of pe menstralcye 
For peft and ryot pei bene conuertible 
Al conne he plaie on geterne or ribible 4396 
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Eeuele and treujje as in a loulie degre 

Thei bene ful wrofe aldaie as men male see 

Tliis loly jDrentis witH Ms maister bode 

Til lie weer nyhe cute of his prentishode 4400 

Al were lie snybbed bofe erly and lale 

And sum tyme ladde wif reuel to newgate 

Eot att fe last his maister him be-fought 

Ypon a daie whan he his paper souht 4404 

Of a prouerbe fat seife J?is same worde 

Wele better is rot en appel oute of horde 

Than fat it rote al fe remenant 

So fare]? it be a riotous seruant 4408 

It is full lasse harme to latt it passe 

J)an he schende al fe seruantes in fe place 

Thare-for his maister 3af him aquitance 

And bad him go wij? sorwe and wij) meschaunce 4412 

And ])us J)is lolif prentise had his leue 

iTowe lat him riote al fe nyhte or leue 

And for fere is no fef wif-owten a lowke 

])dX helpef him to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of fat he bribe can or borwe maye 

Anone he sent his bedde and his araie 

Ynto a Conper of his owen sorte 

)5at loued dis and reuel and disporte 4420 

And had a wife fat helde for countinaiice 

A schoppe and swyued for his sustenance . 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. 



[THE SPUEIOUS TALE OF GAMELYJST.] 

[Spurious Link.] 
Fye fer-one it is so foule .1. will no we tell no for]? ere [leaf 54, bk] 
For schame of fe harlotrie fat sewe]? after 
A velany it were fare-of more to speH 
Bot of a knyhte and his sonnes My tale .1. wil forjje tell 4 
[Tale.] 

And fere-fore listenef . and berkenef fis tale arilit. 1 
And 3e schuUen here of a donhte knyht 
Sir lohii of Bonndys was his name 
He coufe of nortur and muchel of game [waTzne 
Jjre sonnes fe knyht had and wij? his body he hem 
The eldest was a mnche schrewe and sone he begaraie 
His breferne loued wele here fader and of him were agast 
-The eldest desemed his fader curs a7id had it att fe last 8 
The good knyht his fadere leuede so 3 ore 
That defe was commen him to and handeled him sore 
The goode knyht cared sore seke fer he leye 
How his children schold leuen after his deye 12 

He had bue wide where bot no hnsbonde he was 
AH; fe londe fat he ^ had was verrey purchas v he later] 

Fayne he wolde it were y-dressed a-monge hem al 
That iche of hem miht have his parte as it wald fal 1 6 
Tho sente he in-to Contre after wise knyhtes 
To helpen delen his londes and drisse hem to rihtes 
He sent hem worde by lettves fei scholden hihe belyiie 
If fei wolde speke wij? him if f ei were on lyiie 20 
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The J»e kiiyhtes herden seek fat he laye 

Had ]?ei no reste neyfer nylit nor daye 

Til fei cam to liime fere he lay stitte 

On his dej? bede to abide goddes wilte 24 

Than seide fe good knyhte seke Ipere he lay 

Lordes .1. 30we warne sope wif-owten nay 

.1. may no longer leue here on fis stonde 

if or forwhe goddes witt def drauej? me to grounde. 28 

Ther nas none of hem aft fat herde him a-riht 

That f ei hadden rewfe of fat ilke knyht 

And seid sir for goddes loue ne dismay 3owe nouht 

God maye done bote of bale fat is nowe ywrouht 32 

Than spake f e good knyht seeke fere he ^ laie n he later^ 

Bote of bale god may sende .1. wote it is no naye 

Bot .1. be seke 30W knyhtes for f e loue of me 

Gof and dressef my londes amonge myne sonnes f re 36 

And for f e lone of God delef hem nouht a-mys 

And for-3ete nouht Gamelyn my yonge son fat i 

Takef hede to fat one as wele as to fe tofer [leaf 55] 

Selde 3e see any heire helpen his brof er 40 

Tho lete f ei f e knyht lyen fat was nouht in hele 

And wenten in to eounseil his londes for to dele 

ffor to deleh hem al to one fat was here f ouhte 

And for gamelin was 3ongest he schold haue nouht 44 

Alt f e londe fat fere was f ei dalten it in tuo 

And leten Gamelyn f e 3onge wif-owten lande go 

And iche of hem seide to of ere ful loude 

His bref erne mow 3euen him londe whan he goode coude 

"Whan f ei hadde deled f e lond att f eire will 49 

They comen to f e knyht f e^'e he laie ful stilt 

And tolde him a-none howe f ei had wrouht 

And f e knyht fere he laie liked it riht nouht 52 

IF Than seide f e knyht be seinte Martine 

ffor al fat 3e haue done 3it is f e londe myne 

ffor goddes loue neyboures stondef al stilt 

And .1. wilt delen my londe riht^ after my wilt 56 
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loliii myne eldest son sclial haue ploues fine 

]jat was my faders heritage while he wason lyue 

And my Meddelest son fine plowhes of londe 

That J. helpe for to geten wij> my riht honde 60 

And al myn o]?ere purchas of londes and of ledcs 

That .1. be-qnethe Gamelyne and al my goode stedes 

And .1. he-seeke 30we good men fat lawe conne of londe 

ffor Gamelyn lone fat my quest stonde 64 

% Thus dalte J>e knyht his londe be his daye 

Eiht on his defe bed seke fere he laye 

And sone afterward he laye stone stilt 

And deide whan time came as it was cristes wilt 68 

Anone as he was dede and vnder gars graue 

Sone f e alder brofer giled f e 3onge knane 

And toke in-to his honde his londe and his lede 

And Gamelin him selfe to cle and to fede 72 

He clofed him and fedde ynel . and eke wrof e 

And lete his for fare and his hoxise3 bothe 

His Parkes and his wodes and dide no finge wel 

And seffen he it abouhte on his faire fel 76 

So longe was Gamelin in his brofers halt 

ffor fe strongest of good wilt f ei douten him alt 

]S"e was fere none f er-inne 3onge ne olde 

That wold wreff e ware he nener so bolde 80 

IF Gamelyn stode vp on a daie in his brofere 3erde [if55, bk] 

And be-gan wif his honde to handel his berde 

He f ouhte on his londes fat layen vnsawe 

And his faire Okes fat donne were drawe 84 

His parkes were broken and his dere reuede 

Of alt his goode stedes was none him be-leuede 

His howses weren vnhelde and fal yuel y-diht 

Tho f ouht Gamelyn it wente nonht a-riht 88 

Afterwarde cam his brof er walkinge fere 

And seide to Gamelin is onre mete 3ere 

f him wref f ed Gamelyn and snore be goddes boke 

Thou schalt go bake ^i selfe .1. wil nou3t be f i koke 92 
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Howe broker Gamelyn liowe aiisweres J>oii nowe 

Thou spak neuer suche a worde as ]30u dost nowe 

Be my faife seide Gamelin now me jjenkejj nede 

Of al J?e harmes that .1. haiie .1. toke neuer are hede^ 96 

My parkes bene broken and myn dere be reuede 

Of myne armoure an^ my stedes nouht is me be-leued 

Al J3at my ffader me be-quathe al goJ?e to schame 

And j3er-for haue J?ou goddes curse broj?er be J?i name 100 

IF Than be-spakke his broj^er ]?at rape was of rees 

Stond stiit gedelinge and hold riht \\ pes 

Thou schalt be faine for to haue J^i mete and J?i wede 

What spekest fiou gamelin of londe or of lede 104 

Than seide Gameline fe childe ]?at was 3inge 

Cristes curs mot he haue fat clepej? m[e] gedelinge 

.1. am no wers gadelyn ne no wers whyght 

Bot borne of lady and geten of a knylit 108 

ISTe dorste he nouht to Gamelyin neere a fote go 

Bot cleped to him his men and seide to hem J?o 

Go]}e and bete Jiis boye and reuejj him his \vitte . 

And lat him leren a-noJ>er time to answere me bitte 112 

Than seide fe childe 3onge Gamelyn 

Cristes curs most ]?ou haue broker art fou myne . 

And if schal algate be beten a-none 

Cristes curs must fou haue bot fou be fat one 116 

And anon his brofer in fat grete hete 

Made his men to fet staues Gamelin for to bete 

Whan euery of hem had a staf ynome 

Gamely was war foo he sey hem comen . 120 

Tho Gamelyn seye hem com he loked ouere aft 

And was ware of a pestel stou-deinge vnder a wall 

Gamelyn was hht and f eder gan he lepe [!eaf 56] 

And droue al his bref es men riht on an hepe • 124 

He loked as wilde lyon and leide on, good wone 

Tho his brof er sawhe fat f ei be-gan to gone 

He fleyhe vpe in-til a lofte and schotte f e dore fast 

Thus Gamelyn w^ty^ his pestel made hem al a-gast 128 
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Som for for Gamelines loue and somme for his eye 

Al fei droTihe be halues whan he be-gan to pleye 

What no we seide Gamelin yeuel mot 3e ]je 

Wil je beginne contik and so sone flye 1 32 

Gamelin sonht his brofere whider he was flowe 

And sawh where fat he loked oute at a windowe 

Erofer seide Gamelyn come a htel nere 

And .1. wil teche a pleie att fe bokelere 136 

His brojjer him ansewarde and swore be seint Eichere 

While fe pestel is in \\ honde .y. come pe no nere 

Broper .1. wil make pi pees .1. swere be goddes ore 

Cast'awaie pi Pestel and wrappe pe nomore 140 

.1. mot nede seide Gamelyne wrappe me att ones 

ffor pou wolde make pi men breke my bones 

I^e had .1. had maine and miht in hope myn armes 

To fende hem from me pei wolde hane done me armes 144 

Gamelin seide his bropere be poii nouht wrope 

ffor to seen pe haue harme me were riht lope 

.1. ne dide it notiht broper but for a fondeinge 

ffor to loken if poue were stronge and art so 3ynge 148 

Come a-doune pan to me and graunt me my bone 

Of pinge .1. wiU pe axen and we schal sauhte sone 

^ Doune pan cam his broper .pat fikel was and fel 

And was riht* sore agast of pe pestel 152 

He seide broper Gameline ax me pi bone 

And loke pou me blame bot .1. it graunt pe sone 

Than seide Gamelyin brope ywis 

And we schol bene att one pou most me graunt pis 156 

Alt pat my fader me bequape while he was on lyue 

J)ou most do me it haue if we scholt nouht striue 

That schalt pou haue Gamelyn .1. swere be goddes ore 

Al pat pi fader pe be-quape pouhe pou woldest haue more 160 

Thi londe pat Hep ley wele it schal be sowe 

And pin house reised vpe pat ben leide so lowe 

Thus seide pe knyht to Gameline be mowpe 

And pouht of falsenes as he wele coupe ' 164 
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The knylit fonht on tresoii and Gamelin jjouht none [if 56, bk] 

And went and kissed his brojjer And whan ]jei weren att one 

Alas jonge Gamelyne no finge he ne wiste 

"With suche false treson his bro]?er him kyst 168 

Lysten and lythes and holde]? 30ure tonge . 

And je schal here talkeinge of Gamelin J>e ^onge 

Ther was jjere be-side cride a wrastlinge 

And fer for fere was sette a rame and a ringe 172 

And Gamelyn was in wil to wende ]jer to 

ffor to prouen his myht what he conjje do 

Brojjere seide Gameline be seint Eichere 

Thon moste lene me to nyht a litel coursere .176 

fat is frische to Jje spores on for to ride 

.1. moste on an herande a litel here be-side 

Ee god seide his br[o]]}er of stedes in my stal 

Go and cbese fe fe best and spare none of al 180 

Of stedes or of couz^?'seres fat stoden hem be-side 

And tel me good brof er wheder fou wilt ride 

Here be-side brofer is cried a warstelinge 

And fer for schal be sett a ram and 2(. rynge 184 

Meche worschipe it were brofe to ns alle 

Might .1. f e ramme and fe ringe bringe home to fis halle 

A stede fere was sadeled smerly and skete 

Gamelin dide a paire of spores faire on his fete 188 

He sete fote in f e sterep f e stede he be-strode 

And to-warde f e wrastelinge f e 3in childe rode 

Tho Gamelin f e 3onge was reden oute att f e gate 

The false knyht his brofer lokked it after fate 192 

And be-soubt Ihesu crist fat is heuen kinge 

He myht breke bis neke in fat wrestlinge 

As sone as Gamelin cam f er f is place was 

He libt donne of his stede and stode on f e gras 196 

And fere herde a frankelein walawaie singe 

And be-gan bitterly his hondes to wriDge 

Gode man seide Gamelin . whi makes f ou f is fare 

Is f er no man fat maie 30W belpen oute of f is care 200 
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Alas seide fis frankelein fat euer was .1. bore 

if or twey stalwor]? son7^es .1. weiie fat .1. liaiie lore 

A cliampion is in ]?e place fat me haf wrowht sorwe 

■ffor lie haf sleine my twey son?zes bot if god hem borwe 204 

.1. wil 3eue ten pounde be ihesu crist and. moie 

Wife f e nones .1. fand a man to balden bim sore 

Gode man seide Gamelin wilt fou wele done [leaf 57] 

Hold myn bors wbile my man drawef of my scbone 208 

And belp my man to kepe my clof es aiid m[y] stede 

And .1. wil in-to f e place gone to loke if .1. mai spede 

Be god seide f e frankelein it scbal be wele done 

.1. wil my self be fi man to drawen of fi scbone 212 

And wende fou in-to f e place ihesu crist f e spede 

And drede nou3t of f i clof es ne of f i goode stede 

Barfor and vngert Gamelin inne cam 

Ail fat were in fe place bede of bim fei name 216 

Howe be dorste auntre bim on bim to done bis mybt 

Tbat was so dowbti a cbampion in wrastelinge and in fibt 

Yp stert f e Cbampion rapely anone 

To-ward 3onge Gamelin be be-gan to gone 220 

And seide wbo bis fader and wbo is f i sire 

Tor sof e fou arte a grete fole fat fou com bire 

Gamelione ansewarde f e cbampion f oo 

Tbow knewe wele my fader wbile be couf e goo 224 

"Wbiles be was on live be seint Martine 

Sir lobon of Boundes was bis name and .1. Gamelyne 

ffelaw seide f e cbampion so mot .1. friue 

J. knewe wele fi fader wbile be was on lyue 228 

And f i selfe gamelyne .1. wil fat fou it bere 

Wbile f oue were a 3onge boye a mucbe scbrewe f u were 

Tban seide Gamelyn and swore be cristes ore 

l!^ow-.I. am alder wax fou scbalt finde me a more 232 

Be god seide f e cbampion welcom mot fou be 

Come fou ones in myne bonde scbalt fou neuer f e 

It was wele wif-inne f e nybt and f e mone scbone 

Wban Gameline and f e cbampion to-geder gonne gone 236 
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The Cliainpion kast tornes to Gamelin fat was prest 

And Gamelin stode sfcil and bad him done his best 

Than seide Gamelin to fe Champeown . 

Thou ert fast a-boute to bringe me doune 240 

J^owe haue I proiiede many tornes of fine 

Jpou mot he seide fele on or tuo of myne 

Gamelyn to fe champeon ^ed smartly anone 

Of al ]je tnrne fat he couf e he schewde him bot one 244 

And kest on fe left side fat f re ribbes to-brake 

And f ere-to his one harme fat 3af a grete crake 

Than seide Gamely smertly a-none 

Schal it be hold for cast or elles for none . 248 

Be god saide f e champion wef er fat it be [leaf 57, back] 

He fat comes ones in fine hande schal he neuer f e 

Than seide f e frankelein fat had his son fere 

Blissed be f u Gamelin fat euer f ou borne were 252 

The frankeleine seide to f e champion on him stode hi??? none eye 

This is 3onge Gamelyn fat tauht f e f is . pleie 

A3eine anseward f e champion fat liked no f inge weft 

He is alf er maister and his pleie is riht feft 256 

Sef f e .1. wrasteled first it is go 3 ore 

Bot was neuer my lif handeled so sore 

Gamelin stode in f e place alone wif -outen serk 

And seide if fere be mo let hem come to werk 260 

The Champioz^n fat payned him to wirche so sore 

It semef be his countenance fat he wil no more 

[ 

. . 264 

no gap in the M8.'\ 

ffor he handeled f e champion so wonderly sore 

Two gentil men 3emed f e place 

Cam to gamelin god 3eue him gode gracQ . 268 

And seide to him do on fin hosen and fin schone 

ffor sof e att f is time f e faire is done 

And fan seid Gamelin so mot .1. wele fare 

.1. haue nou3t 3it haluendel solde my ware 272 
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Tho seide fe Cliampioii so broiike .1. my swere 

He is a foole fat J»er-of byej? fou selles it so dere 

Tho seide j}e frankelen fat was in muclie care 

ffelawe he saide whi lakkes fou his ware 276 

Be seinte lame in Galeys fat mony man haf. souht 

3it it is to goode chepe fat f ou hast bought 

Tho fat wardeins were of f e warstehnge 

Come and brouht Gamelin f e Eam and f e ringe 280 

And seide haue Gamelin f e ringe and f e Eam 

ffor f e best warstelier fat euer here cam 

Thus whanne Gamelin f e ramme and f e Einge 

And went "wif muche loy home in f e Morneinge 284: 

IT His Brof er seyhe where he came wif f e grete route 

And bad schette f e gate and holde him wif-oute 

Te porter of his lorde was sore agast 

And stert a-none to f e gate and lokked it fast 288 

N'ow lif ef and listenef bof ^onge and olde 

And je schal her gamen of Gameline f e bolde 

Gamelin cam to f e gate for to haue cow^men in 

And fan was it schot fast wif a pin 292 

Than seide Gamelin . Portier vndo f e gate 

ffor mony goode mannes son stonden f er-ate 

Than anseward fe portier and swore be goddes herd [leaf 58] 

J^ou ne schalt Gamelin com in to fis 3erde 296 

Thou lixt said Gamelin so brouke I my chinne 

He smote f e wiket wife his fote and brak awaie f e pinne 

The portier sauhe f o it myht no beter bee 

He sette foote on erf e and gan for to flee 300 

Be my faif e seid Gamelin fat trauel is lorene 

jffor .1. am as liht on fote as f ou if fat feu haddest it sworne 

Gamely ouer toke f e portere and his teen wrake 

And girt him in f e neke fat he began to brake 304 

And tbke him be fat on arme and f rewe him in a welle 

.Yij. fafem it was depe as .1. haue herd telle 

"Whan Gamelin the 3onge f us had plaide his plaie 

Ait fat in f e 3erde were drowen hem awaie 308 
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They dreden Mm ful sore for ]je werke J?at lie wroulit 

An fe faire compaignie fat he Jieder brouht 

Gameline 3ede to fe 3ate and lete it vp wide 

He lete in al fat gone wolde or ride 312 

And seide ^e be welcom withe-onten any greue 

ffor we wilt hue Maistres here and aske noman leiie 

3isterdaie I. left seide 3onge ganielyne 

In my brofer seler . ^yq tun of wyne 316 

.1. wil nou3t Jjis company parten a twynne 

And 3e wil done after me whan any sope is fere-inne 

And if my brofer gruche or make foul chiere 319 

Othere for spence of mete and drink fat we spende here 

.1. am oure Catur and beref oure aller purse 

He schal haue for his grucheinge seint Maries curse 

Mi brofer is a negon .1. swere be cristes ore 

And we wil spende largely fat we haue spent 3ore 324 

And who fat makef grucchinge fat we here duelle 

He schal vnto f e drawe welle 

. Yij. daies and seuen nyht Gamelin helde his fest 

"Wif f e muche solas was f er and none chest 328 

In a litul ture turet his brof er steke 

And sawehe him waste his goode bot dorst he nou3t spek 

Erly on a morneynge on f e .viij. daie 

The gestes cam to Gamelin and wolde gone here waie 332 

Lorde seide Gamelin wil 3e soo hihe 

Ait f e wyne is nouht 3it dronken so brouke .1. myn eye 

Gamelin in his hert was ful woo 

Whan his gestes toke here leue fro him for to goo . 336 

He wolde f ei had duelled longer and f ei seide naye [if 58, bk] 

Bot be-tauht Gamelyn god and goode daye 

Thus made Gamelin his fest and brouht wele to ende 

And after his gestes had take leue to wende 340 

[ 



. . . no gap in the MS^ 344 
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^ And aft J?e while fat Gamelyne helde his mangeri 

His broJ)ere f ouht on him be wreke wij) his trecheri 

Whan Gamehn gestes were reden and gone 

Gamelyne stode pan alone frende had he none 348 

Tho after-warde ful sone wijj-inne a litel stoiide 

Gamelin was taken and ful harde yhounde 

ftorpe cam J? e false knyht oiite of selere 

To gamelin his broper he ^ode fal nere 352 

And seide to Gamelin who maade pe so bolde 

ifor streye my store of myn housolde 

Broper seide Gamelin wrappe pe riht nouht 

ifor it is mony day gone seppe it was bouht 356 

ffor broper pou hast had be seint Eichere 

Of .XV. plowhes of londe pis.xvj. 3ere . 

And of al pe bestes pon hast forpe bredde 

Jjat my fader me quape on his dede bedde 360 

Of al pis .xvj. 3ere .1. jeue pe prowe 

ifor pe mete and pe drinke pat we han spende nowe 

Than seide pe false knyhte pe?'e yuel mot he pe 

Herken broper Gamelin what .1. wil 3eue pe 364 

ffor of my body broper geten here hane .1. none 

.1. witt make pe my eire .1. swere be seint lohii 

Var ma faye seide Gamelin and it so be 

And pou pinke as pou seiste god ^elde it pe 368 

'Eo thinge wist Gamelin of his bropers gile - 

There-for he was be-gilede in a litel while 

Gamelyn seide he o pinge .1. pe teft 

Tho pou prewe my porter in to pe drawe weft 372 

.1. swore in pat W3;appe and in pat grete mote 

That scholdest be.bounden hope honde a.nd fote 

Ther-fore .1. pe be-seche brope Gameline 

Lat me nou^t be for-sworne broper art pou myne 376 

Lat me binde pe bop honde and foote 

ffor to holden myne avowe as .T. pe be-hote 

Brother seid^ Gamelin so mot .1. pe 

J^ou schalt not be for-sworne for pe loiie of me 380 
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The maad fei Game to sitte myht he noiilit stonde 

Til fei liadde him bowden bof e fote and honde 

The false knyht his brofer of Gamelin was a-gast [leaf 59] 

And sent affeter fetters to fetterne him fast 384 

His brofer maade lesinges on him fer he stode 

And tolden hem fat comen inne fat Gamelin was woode 

Gamelin sto' a post bounden in fe haft 

])o fat comen In . loked on him aft 388 

Euer stode Gamelin enen vp-riht 

Bot mete and drinke hadde ne none nejfer daye ne nyht 

Than seide Gameline brofer be my halse 

1^0 we .1. haue aspyede fon ert a party false 392 

Had .1. wist fat treson fat f on hast founde 

J. wolde haue 3eue strokes ar .1. hadde be bounde 

Gamelin stoode boimden stift as any stone 

Two dales and two nyhtes mete hade he none 396 

Jpan seide Gamehn fat stode y-bounde stronge 

Adam spenser me f inke .1. fast to longe 

Adam spenser now .1. be-seche fe 

ffor f e muche loue my fader loued f e 400 

If f on male come to cayes lesse me onte of bonde 

And .1. wii parte wife f e of my fre londe 

Than seide Adam fat was f e spensere 

.1. haue serued f i brof er ^ f is .xvj . 3ere \} ?boo>er] 404 

If .1. lete gone oute of his boure 

He wolde sei af[te]rward J. were a traitoure 

Adam seide Gamelin so brouke .1. myn hals 

Thou schalt finde my brof e att last riht fals 408 

There-fore Adam brof er lese oute of bondes 

And J. wift part wif f e of my fre londes 

Yp suche forwarde Adam .I.-wisse 

.1. wil do fer-to al fat me is 412 

Adam seide Gamelin as mot .1. f e 

.1. wil halde f e couenant and f ou wil me 

Anone as Adam lorde to bed was gone 

Adam toke fe kaye and lete Gamelin oute anone 416 
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He vn-lokked Gamelin bofe hondes and fete 

In hope of avaimcemeTzt fat he him be-hete 

Than seide Gamelin fonkede be goddes sonde 

]!!^ow J. am louse bofe fote and honde 420 

Had .1. nowe eten and dronken a-riht 

Jpere is none in fis hous schold binde me J?is nyht 

Adam toke Gamelin stil as any stone 

And ladde him into ]?e spence rapeli a-none 424 

And set him to soper riht in a pr^'ue stede [leaf 59, back] 

And badd him do gladly . and Gamelin so dede 

Anone as Gameline had ete wel and fine 

Therto he dronke wele of fe rede wine 428 

Adam seide Gamelia what is nowe fi rede 

Where .1. go to my brofer and gerde of his hede 

Gamelyn seide Adam it schal nonhte be so 

J. kan teche fe a rede pat is worjje tuo 432 

.1. wote wele for sofe ]}at pis is no naie 

We schal haue a maungeri riht on sonondaye 

Abbotes and pn'ours mohy her schal be 

And oper men of holy cherche as J. tell pe 436 

])on schalt stonde vp be pe post as pn were bounde fast 

And .1. schal leue peim vnloke pat awaye pon male hem cast 

Whan pat pei haue eten and wasschen her hondes 439 

Thou schalt be-seke hem al to bringe pe oute of bondes 

And if pei wilt borwe pe pat were good gamme 

Jpan were oute of prison . and .1. owte of blame 

And if iche of hem seia to vs naie 

.1. schal do anoper .1. swer be pis daie 444 

Thou schalt haue a goode staf and .1. wil haue a-noper 

And cristes curs pat on haue pat failep pe tother 

3e for god seid Gamelin .1. saie it for me 

If .1. faile on my side yuel mot .1. pe 448 

.If. we schol algate assoile hem of her sinne 

Warne me brope Adam whan we schal be-ginne 

Gamelin seide Adam be seinte charite 

.1. wil warne pe be-forne whan it schal be 452 
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Whan .1. twynke on fe loke for to gone 

And cast awaie fi fetters and com to me anone 

Adam seide Gamelin blissed be fi bones 

That is a good counsel 3iuen for ]je nones 456 

If fei werne me to bringe me oute of bendes 

.1. wil sett good strokes riht on here lendes 

Tho ]je sondaie was comen and folk to fe feste 

ffaire J>ei were welcome boJ»e lest and meste 460 

And euer as fei att fe hail dore cam inne 

Thei keste feire eye on ^onge Gameline 

The false knyht his brofer and ful of trecherie 

Al fe gestes fat fer were att fe Mangerie 464 

Of Gamelyn his brofer he tolde hem be moufe 

Al fe harme and Jje schame fat he telle coufe 

Whan fei were serued of mete iche mese after ofe [leaf eo] 

Than seid Gamelin howe serue 30 me fat am 30ure brofe 

It is nouht wele serued be god fat al maade 

Joat .1. schal sitt fastinge and of er men maak glade 

)pe false knyht his brof er f er fat he stode 

Told al his gestes fat Gamelyne was woode 472 

And Gamelin stode still and anseward nonht 

Eot Adames wordes he held in his f oiiht 

Tho Gamelin gan spek dolfoly wif aft 

To f e grete lordes fat saten in fe haft 476 

Lordes he seide for cristes passione 

Helpe to bringe Gamelin oute of pnsone 

If Than seide Abbote sorwe on his cheke 

He schatt haue cristes curse and seint Maries eke 480 

That f e oiite of pnson beggef of er borwe 

Bot ener worf e him wele fat dof f e mnche sorwe 

Affter fat Abbot fan spak a-nof er 

.1. wolde fin hede wer of f ouh f on were my brof er 484 

Al fat f e borwe foul mote f aym faft 

Thus f ei seiden al fat weren in f e aft 

Than seide A prioure yuel mote he friue 

It is muche sorwe and scaf e bof e fat f ou art a line 488 
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^ ISTowe seide Gamelin so brouke .1. my bone 

'Nowe J* liaiie aspied fat frendes.haue .1. none 

Cursed mot he worfe bofe flescbe and blode 

]?at euere dofe Pnour ox Abbot any goode 492 

Adam pe spencer toke vp Ipe dope 

And loked vpon Gamelin . and sawbe J?at lie was wro j?e 

Adam on fe Pantri litel be fouht 

Eot tuo goode staues to ball dore he bronht 496 

Adam loked on gamelin . and he was war anone 

And keste awaye fe fetteres and be-gan to gone 

Tho he cam to Adam he toke J?e toke J»e to staf 

And be-gan to wirche aiid goode strokes 3af 500 

Gameline cam into pe hall and pe spenser boJ?e 

And loked hem aboute as fei had be riht wrojie 

Gamelin sprenge]? holy water with an oken spire 

Than sum J?at stod vp right ffellen in pQ iire , 504 

Ther was no lewe man ]^at in J?e haft stode 

That wolde do GameHn any finge bot gode 

Bot stoden be side and lete boJ?e worche 

if or fei had no rewfe of men of holy cherche . 508 

Abbot or priour Monke or Chanoune [leaf eo, back} 

That Gamelin ouere toke a-none J?ei 3eden downe 

Thar was none of hem al fat wij? his staf mette 511 

J5at he ne maade hem ouer fro we. and qwite hem his dette 

Gamelin seide Adam for seint Charite 

Pay good linere for f e loue of me 

And .1. kei)e f e dore so ener her .y. masse 

Er f ei bene assoiled schal fer non passe 516 

Dowte fe nouht seide Gamelin while we ben in fere 

Kepe fou wel f.e dore and .1. wirche here 

Stere goode Adam a7id latt fere none fie 

And we schol tel largely hon mony f er be 520^ 

Gamelin seide Adam do hem bot goode 

Thei bue men of holy cherche drawe of hem no blode 

Saue wele f e cronne . and done hem none harmes 

Eot breke bof e here legges and sithen here armes 524 
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Thus Gamelin and Adam wrouht riht fast 

And pleiden wife ]?e monkes and made hem agast 

Theder fei cam rideinge loly with swaynes 527 

And home a-3eine fei weren ledde in cartes and in waynes 

Tho fei hadden al y-do fo saide a graie frere 

Alas sir Abbot what did we nowe here 

Tho fat we comen hider it was a colde rede 

Ys had be better att home wij? water and brede 532 

While Gamelin gaf ordres to monk and to frere 

Euer stod his broker and mad fonl chere 

Gamelin vp wiff e his staf fat he wel knewe 

And gerd him in fe nekke fat he oner frewe 536 

A litel abone f e gardel f e rigge bot to-brast 

And in f e fetters sette him f er he satt arst 

Sitt f er brof er brof er seide Gameline 

ffor to coly fi bodi as .1. dide myne 540 

As swyf e as f ei had wroken hem on her fone 

The asked water and wissen anone 

What som for her lone and snm for awe 

Al f e seruant3 serued ham of f e best lawe 544 

The schirreue was fen bot .v. mile 

And al f is was tolde him in a litel while 

Howe Gamelin and Adam had done a sori res 

Bounden and. wonnden men a3ein f e kinges pes 548 

Tho be-gan son striff for to wake 

And f e scherref aboute gameline for to take 

^ Nowe lyf es and listenef so god gif 30W good fine [leaf ei] 

And 3e schatt here good game of 3onge Gameline 552 

ffoure and twenty 3ongemen fat helde hem full: bolde 

Cam to f e scherreue and seide fat he wold 

Gameline arid Adam for to fette a-waye 

The scherref 3ane hem leue sof e as .1. 30 we saye 556 

Thei' hiden fast wolde f ei nouht linne 

To f ei cam to f e gate f er Gamelin was inne 

Thei knokken on f e gate f e porter was nyhe 

And loked out att an hole as a man fat was slylie : 560 
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The porter had he-liolde hem a litel while 

He loued wele Gamelin an was drad of gile : 

An lete jje wyket stonde ful stift 

And asked hem fer-ont what was here witt 564: 

ffor al fe grete Compaigny fan spak hot one 

Vndo fe gate Portier and latt vs inn goone 

Then seide fe porter so brouke .1. my chinne 

3e schal sei 3oure erant er ]?at ^e comme inne 568 

Sei to Gamelin and to Adam . if feire witt be 

We wolde speke withe hem tuo wordes or Jjre 

ffelaw saide fe portier stonde J?er stitt 

An J. wil wende to Gamelin to weten hiis witt 572 

In wente fe portier to Gamelin a-none 

And seide sire .1. warne 30 we here be commen 3oure fone 

The scherrefs men ben att gate 

if or to take ^oue hope schal ^e nouht skape 576 

Portier seide Gamelin . So mot .1. wel ]?e 

.1. witt allowe fe fi wordes whan .1. mi time see 

Go a3ein to gate and dwel wif hem a while 

And fou schal see riht sone porter a gile 580 

Adam seide Gamelin loke fe to gone 

We haue fomen att gate and frendes nener one 

It buen fe schirreues men J>a hider bue come 

joei be sworre to-geder fat we schal be nomme 584 

Gameline seide Adam hie pe riht be line 

And if .1. faile pe pis daie yuel mot .1. priue 

And we schol so wel-come pe scherreues men 

That som of hem shal make here beddes in pe fen 588 

A good Cart staf in his honde he hent 

Gamelin and att postern gate onte he wente 

Adam hent sone a-noper good staf 

ffor to helpen gamehn and goode strokes 3af 592 

Adam felde tweine and Gameline felled pre 

J9e toper sett fete on erpe and gan to fie 

What saide Adam so euer here .1. masse [leaf ei, back] 

.1. hane riht goode wyne drinke ar 3e passe 596 
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!N"aie be god seide fei J?i drinke is not goode 

Ifc wold make mannes brajne to lye in liis liode 

Gamelin stoode stilt and loked him abonte 

And sawhe ]?e sclierreue come wi]) a grete route 600 

Adam seide Gameline whate be nowe \\ redes 

Here come)? fe scberrene and wil haue oure bedes 

Adam seide to Gamelin my rede is nowe Jjis 

Abide we no longer lest we fare a mys 604 

,1 rede fat we to woode gone ar pat we be founde 

Better is J>er louse fan in tonne bounde 

Adam toke be fe bonde 3onge gamelin 

And eyfer of bem dranke a draubt of wyne 608 

And after token her cours and. wenten ber waie 

Tbo fonde fe scberref nest bot no naie 

J5e scberref lybt doune And went in to fe haft 

And fonde fe lorde fetterd fast wij? aft 612 

Tbe scberreve vnfetterd bim ribt sone anone 

And sent after a lecbe to belen his rigge bone 

Late we nowe f e false knybt lyhe in his care 

And talke we of Gamelin and loke howe he fare 616 

Gamelin in to f e wode stalkef stift 

And Adam spencer loked ribt ift 

Adam swore to Gamelin be seinte Eicbere 

ISTowe .1. se it is mery to be a spensere 620 

That me were leuer kaye to here 

Than walken in fis wilde wode my clofe. to tere 

Adam seide Gameline dismaie 3e ribt noubt 

Many good mannes childe in care is brouht 624 

As f ei stode talkinge bofe in fere 

Adam herde talkinge of men and nybe hem fouht he were 

Tho Gamelin vnder wode loked ariht 

.Yij. score of 3onge men he sawe wele a-diht 628 

Aft satt att mete compas aboute 

Adam seide Gamehn noAve haue 30 no doute 

After bale comes bote foruht goddes myht 

Me fe finkef fat of mete and drinke .1. haue a siht 632 
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Adam loked Jo vnder wode boulie 

And Jjo he sauhe mete lie was glade y-nowhe 

ffor he hope to god for to haue his dele ; 

And he was sore alonged after a goode mele 636 

As he had seide Jat word J>e Maister outelawe [leaf 62] 

Sawe Gamelin and Adam vnder wode schawe 

3onge men seide ]?e maister be ]je goode rode 

.1. am war of gestes god send vs goode 640 

Jonde bene two 3on[g]e men riht wele adiht 

And paranentur J)er bene mo who so loked ariht 

Arise]) vp 3onge men and fette hem to me 

It is good J»at we weten what men fei be 644 

Vpe ]?er sterten .vij. fro fe denere 

And Metten wij) Gamelin . and Adam spensere 

Whan fei were nyhe hem Jan seide fat one 

3elde]j vp 3onge men 30Xire bowes a?26Z 3oiire flone 648 

Than seid Gamelin Jat 3onge was of elde 

Muche sorwe mot he hane fat to 30we hem 3elde 

.1. curs none ojer hot riht my selue 

J^ough 30 fette to 30W .v. J>at be 3e tuelue 652 

Tho Jei herde be his worde fat myht was in his arme 

Ther was none of hem fat wolde do him harme 

Bot seide to Gamelin Mildely and stift 

Com a-for oure maister and seie to him f i wilt Q>5^ 

5onge men seide Gamelin be 3onre leute 

What man is 30iire Maister fat 30 wif be 

Al f ei ansewerd wif-oute lesinge 

Oure maister his crouned of owtelawes f e kenge 660 

Adam seide Gamelin go we in cristes name 

He maye neyf er mete ne drinke warne vs for sehame 

If fat he be hende and come of gentil blode 

He wift 3eue vs mete and> drinke and do vs sum goode 664 

Be seinte lame seid Adam what harme fat .1. gete 

.1. wil auentur me to f e dore fat .1. hade mete 

Gamelin and Adam wenten forf e in fere 

And f ei grete f e maister fat f ei fonde fere ^^S 
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Than seide fe maister kinge of owtelanwes 

What seke 36 jongnien vnder wodee.scliawes 

Gamelin ansewarde fe kinge wij? his croune 

He moste nedes walke in wode fat maye nouht walke iwtoune 

Sire we walke nouht here men harme to do 673 

Bot if wee mete a dere to schete J>er to 

As men _f>at bene hnngri and maie no mete iinde 

And bene harde bestade vnder wode Iinde 676 

Of Gamelyne wordes fe maister had renj^e 

He seide sche schal haue .L-nonhe hane god my treuj?e 

He bad hem sette doiine for to take rest [leaf 62, back] 

And bad ete and dringe and fat of fe best 680 

As fei eten and dronken wele and fine 

Than seide fe tone to fe tofer fis is Gameline 

Tho was fe Maister owtelawe into connseile nome 

And tolde howe it was GameHn was feder come 684 

Anone as he herde howe it was be-fal 

He maade him maister vnder him ouero, hem al 

Wif-inne fe fred weke him cam tidynge 

Tho fe maister owtlawe J»at was here kinge 688 

Jpat he scholde come home his pes was made 

And of f e goode tifinge he was ful glade 

Tho seide he to his 3onge men sofe to telt 

Me be co??zmen tifinges .1. maie no longer duel. 692 

Tho was Gameline anone wiJ?-oute taryinge 

Maade Maister owteley . and crouned here kinge 

"Tho was Gamelin crounede kinge of outelawes 

And walked a while vnder wode schawes 696 

The false knyht his broper was scherreue of f e schire 

And lete his broper endite for hate and for ire 

Tho were his bondemen sori and nouht gladde 

Whan Gamelin her lorde was cried wolueshed and maade 

And sent oute of his men wher f ei myht him finde 701 

ffor to seke Gamelin vnder wode Iinde 

To tel him tifinge fe winde was went 

And al his goode reued and his men schent 704 
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Whan Jje hadden Mm foiinde on knees Jjei hem setten 

And a-doTine wi]) here hode and here lorde gretten . 

Sir wraffe 30U nouht for fe goode rode 

ffor we hane brouhte 3owe. tijjinges hot ]}ei be non3t goode , 

IN'owe is J?i brofe scherreue and hafe J?e bailie 709 

And hafe enditede fe and wolnes-hed dojje ]3e crie 

Alias seide Gamehn fat euer .1. was so slakke 

)5at .1. ne hadde broke his nekke . ]?o .1. his rigge brakke 

Go gretef wele mjoie hnsbondes and wif 713 

.1. wil bene att fe next schire hane god my lif 

Gamelyn cam wel redy to fe next schire 

And ]?er was his brofer bofe lorde and sire 716 

Gamelin cam boldely in to ]?e mote haft 

And put adonne his hode a-monge fe lordes att 

God sane jowe lordeinges Jjat nowe here be 

Bot brokebakke scherrene yuel most fon fe 720 

Whi haste fou do me fat schame and velanye [leaf es] 

ffor to late endite me and wolnes-hede do me crye 

Tho ponht fe fals knyht for to be awreke 

And lete take Gamehne most lie nomore speke .724 

Miht fere be no grace bot Gamelin att f e last 

Was cast in to prison and fetterd fast 

Gameline hafe a brofer fat hiht S2> Ote 

A goode knyht and hende as miht gone on fote 728 

Anone ^ede a messagier to fat good knyht 

And tolde hem al togeder howe Gameline was diht 

[ no gap in the MS.l^ 

He was riht sorie was he nofinge liht .732 

[ no gap in the MS."] 

And to his tweine bref er fol sone he came . . . 

Sir seide s^V Ote to f e Scherref f 00 

We bene bot free bref ern schal we neuer be mo 736 

And f on hast pnsoned f e best of att 

Snche a-nof er Inel mot him befatt 

Sire Ote, seide f e false knyht lat be f i cnrs 

Be god for f i wordes he schal fare f e wnrs 740 
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To Je kinges pnson he his yiiomme 

And fere he schal abide vnto fe instice come 

Pardie seide sire Ote Better it schalt be 

.1. bidde him to mainprise fat fou graunt to me 744 

Til j>e next siteinge of delinerance 

And lat fat Gamelin stonde to his chaunce 

Brofe in suche a forward .1. take him to f e 

And be fi faderes' soule fat be-^ate f e and me 748 

Bot he be redi whan f e lustice sitte 

\)ou schalt bere f e luggement for all f i grete witte 

J. graunt wele quod sire ote fat it so be 

Lat do liuer him a-none cmd tak him to me 752 

Tho was Gameline deliiierde to sir Ote his brof er 

And fat nyht dwelden f e tone wif f e tof ere 

On f e morwe seide Gamelin to sir Ote f e hende 

Brof e he seide J. mot for sof e fro f e wende 756 

To loke how my 3onge men leden here lif 

Whef er fei leuen in ioye'or elles in strif 

Be gode seide sir bote fat is a colde rede 

ISTow .L see fat al f e carke schal fal oh myne hede 760 

ffor whan f e lUstice sitte and f on- be nonht yfounde 

,L schal anone be taken and in f i stede ybounde 

Brof er seide Gamelin dismaie f e nouht 

ffor be seint lame in Galeis fat mony men haf souht 764 

If fat god almyhty holde me my lif and witte . iieaf es, back] 

.1. wil be fere redy whan f e lustice sitte 

Than seide sir Ote til gamelin god schelde f e fro schame 

Com whan f ou seest time and bringe vs oute of blame 768 

[ ^ 

no gap in the MS.] 

^ Gamelin went f o vnder wode rise 

And fonde fere playinge men of prise 772 

Tho was 3onge Gamelin riht glad ynouhe 

Whawne he fonde his men ynder woode bouhe 

Gamelin and his men talken iti fere 

And fei had good Game here maistor to here 776 
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His men tolden him of aventures fat fei had founde 

And Gamelin hem tolde a3ein howe he was fast bounde 

Whan Gamelin was outelawe he hadde no cors 

Ther was no man fat for him ferde ]?e wors 780 

Bot Abbotes and prionrs and monke and chanone 

On hem left he nouht whan he myht hem nome 

While Gamelin and his men made merges rive 

The fals knyht his broker yuel most he frine 784 

ffor he was fast abotite bofe daie and ojjer 

ffor to hire fe queste for to honge his broker 

IT' Gamelin stode vpon a daie and he be-helde 

Jpe wode and fe schawes in fe wilde felde 788 

He fouht on his brofer howe him be-hette 

Jpat he wolde be redy whan fe Justice sette 

He fonht wele fat he wolde wif-oute delaie 

Com afor fe lustice to kepen his daye 792 

And seide to his 3onge men diht 30we 3are 

jffor whan fe Instice sitte we mot be fare 

ffor .1. am vnder borwe til fat .1. come 

And my brofer for me to pn'son schal be nomme 796 

Be seint lame seide his 3onge men and f on reede f erto 

Ordeigne howe it schal be and it schal be do 

While Gameline was cominge f er f e lustice satt 

The false knyht his brof e for-3ate he nou3t f att 800 

To hire men on his queste to hangen his brofer 

jpouhe f ei had nouht f e tone he wolde haue fat of ere 

Tho cam Gamelin fro vnder wode rise 

And brouht wife hem 3onge men of pnse 804 

I se wele saide Gamelin f e lustice is sette 

Go a-forne Adam and loke how it spette 

Adam went in to f e haft and loke al aboute 

He sawhe fere stand lordes grete and stoute 808 

And.szV Ote his brof ere fetterd ful faste [leafeij 

Tho went Adam oute as he were agaste 

Adam seide to Gamelin and to his felawes aft 

Sire Ote stant fetterd in fe mote haft 812 
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Jonge men seide Gamelin fis here 36 alle 

Howe sir Ote stant fetterd in fe mote halle 

If god 3ife vs grace Vele for to do 

He schal it a-bigge fat brouht it fer-to 816 

Than selde Adam J?ot lokkes had hore 

Cristes curs-mot he haue fat him bonde so sore 

And fou wilte Gamelin do after my rede 

Jpare is none in fe hait schal here awaie his hede 820 

Adam seide Gamelin we wil nonht do soo 

"We wil sle fe Giltif a7id late fe ofere goo 

.1, wil into fe hail and wif fe lustice speke 

On hem fat ben Giltif .1. wil bene awreke 824 

Lat none scape att f e dore takef 3onge men 3eme 

ffor .1. wil be lustice f is dale domes to deme 

God spede me f is daye att my newe werke 

Adam Com f ou wif me for f ou schal be my clerke 828 

His men Anseward him arid bad him done his best 

And if f ou to vs haue neie f ou schal finde vs preste 

"We wil stand wif f e while fat we male dure 

And bot we wirken manly paie vs non hire 832 

Jonge men seide Gameline so mote J. wel f e 

As trusti a maister schal 30 finde on me 

Eiht fere f e lustice satte in f e hail 

In went Gamelin a-monge hem ail 836 

Gamelin lete vn-fetter his brof er oute of bende 

Than seide sir Oke his brof er fat was hende 

Thou haddest al-most gamelin dwelled to longe 

ffor f e quest is oute for me fat .1. scholde be honge 840 

Brof er seide Gamelin so god gif me gode rest 

J^is daie f ei schal be hongede fat bene on fi queste 

And f e lustice bof e fat is f e lugge man 

And f e scherreue bof e f oruh him it be-ganne 844 

Than seide Gamelin to f e lustice 

^N'owe is fi power done f ou most nedes a-rise 

Thou hast 3eue domes fat bene yuel diht . . ^| ^. 

.1. wil sitten in fi sette and dressen hem a-riht 848 
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Tlie Iiistice satt stilt and rose noulit anone 

And Gamelin cleue his cheke bone . 

Gamelin toke him in his armes and no more spak :[if64,bk] 

Bot Jjroue him ouer jje barre and his arme to-brajs 852 

Dorst none to Gameline seie bot gode 

ffor ferde of fe compaignie Jjat wif-oute stode 

Gamelin set him doune infe Instice sete 

And sir Ote his brofer by him and Adam att his fete 856 

Herke of bourde fat Gamelin dede 

He Jjouht for to make hem riht sore adrede 

IT He lete fetter ]je Justice and his false broker 

And lete hem come to fe barre ]?e tone wif fe tofer 860 

Tho Gamelin had Jjus done he no rest 

To he had enquered who was on fe quost 

jffor to demen his broker sir Ote for to honge 

Or he wiste whiche J?ei were he Jjonht ful longe 864 

Bot as son as Gamelin wist where ]jei were 

He dide. hem euery-xjhon fetter in fere 

And bringe hem to pe barre and sett hem on rewe 

Be my faife seide Justice fe scherreue is a schrewe 868 

Than seide Gamelin to fe Justice 

Thou hast ^eue domes of fe werst assise 

And ]?e .xij. sisours fat weren on Jje queste 

Thei schal ben an-hanged J?is dale so haue .1. goode reste 

Than seide fe scherreue to ^onge Gameline 873 

Lorde .1, crie fe Mercye broJ?e art f ou myne 

Ther-fore seide Gamehn haue J?ou goddes- curs 

ffor and ]?ou were Meister 3it J. scholde haue wors 876 

ffor to make schort tale and nouht to longe 

He ordeyned him a queste of his men so stronge 

The Justice and fe scherreve boJ> hongede hihe 

To veyven wife fe ropes, and wif fe wynde drye 880 

And fe .xij. sisours sorwe haue fei fat rekke 

All f ei were hanged fast be f e nekke 

Thus endef f e false knyht wif his trecherie 

That euer hade ladde his lif in falsnes and in folye 884 
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He was hongede be fe nekke. and nouht be fe puree 

Jpat was J?e mede Jmt lie bad for bis fader curs 

Sire Ote was eldest and Gamelin was 3inge 

Wente wif bere frendes and pesed wi]? fe kinge 888 

Tbei made pes wij? fe kinge of j?e best sise 

Tbe kinge louede wele s^r Ote and maade bim lustice 

And after Jje kinge maade Gamelin bojje in est and weste 

Cbief lustice of bis fre forest . 892 

Ait bis wbigbt 3onge men fe kinke for-3aue bere gelte [leaf 65] 

And sipen in good Office be bafe bem al pelte 

Tbus wan Gamelin bis londe and bis lede 

And wrake bim of bis enemys and quyte bem bere mede 

And s^V Ote bis Bro]?er maade bim bi[s] beire 897 

And sefpe wede Gameline a wif a goode and a feire 

Tbei leueden to-geder wbile fat crist wolde 

An syfen was Gamelin Grauen vnder molde 900 

And so scbal we al maie fere none fle 

God bringe vs to J?at loye fa euer scbal be AmeJS". 

Explicif fabula Coci. 

\No gajp in the M^^ 
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Incipit prologus legis periti. ion leaf 65] 

OWre Oste sanhe wele pat f e briht sonne 
The arke of liis artificial daie had ronne 
The ferfe part & half an houre & more 
And pouhe he were nou3t expert in lore 4 

He wist it was pe .xviij. daye 
Of ApriH pat is messagiere of maie 
And sawhe wele pat pe schadow of euerj tree 
Was as in lengep in pe same qt^antite 8 

As was pe body erect pat caused it 
And pere-for he pe schadowe he toke his wit 
That phebus whiche pat schone so clere and briht 
Degres was .xlv. dome onliiht 12 

And for pat daie as in pat latitude 
It was .X. att clokke . he gan conclude 
And spdenly he piht his hors aboute 
Lordeinges quod he .1. warne 30U al pis route 16 

The ferpe party of pis daie es gone 
No we for pe loue of god and seinte lolrn 
Lesep no time as ferforp as 36 maie 

Lordeinges pe time it wastep nyht and daie 20 

And stelep from vs what p?iuely slepeinge 
And what porwhe necligence in oure wakeynge 
As dope pe streme pat turnep nener a-3eine 
Descendeinge fro pe mountaigne in to pe pleine 24 

Wele cane senec and mony a philosophre 
Be-weylein time more pan golde in Cophre 
ffor losse of cateH maie recouerd be 
Bot losse of time scliendep vs quod he 28 
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It wil noulit com a3eiii wij? cute drede 

J^e mor ]?an wil Malkins Maidenhede 

Whan sche liafe lost it in hire wantonnes [leaf 65, back] 

Lat vs non3t monlen fus in ydelnes 32 

Sir Man come^ of quod, he so haue 36 blisse p later] 

Tel vs a tale nowe as forward is 

3e be submitted forwhe 3oure fre assent 

To stonden in pis caas att my luggement 36 

Acquitefe now 30we of 3oiire beheste 

Than haue 3© done 30ure deuer att leste 

Ost Cjjjod he de par deux iche assent 

To breke forwarde is nouht myne entent 40 

Beheste is dette and .1. wil holden faine 

Al my byheste .1. can no better seine 

ffor suche lawe as a man 3eue]) anoper whihte 

He scholde him selfe vsen it be riht 44 

Thus wil oure text hot nafeles certeine 

.1. can . riht nowe no trusti tale seine 

Jpat chancer pouhe he can bot lewdly 

On metres mid in rymeinge craftely 48 

Hape saide hem in suche ynglysshe as he can 

Of Olde time as knowef mony a man 

And if he haue nouht seide hem leue broker 

In o boke he hafe seide in a noper 52 

ffor he hap tolde of louers vp aiid doune 

Moo pan Ouide Maade Mencion 

In his Episteles pat been ful olde 

What schold .1. tellen hem sen pei bu tolde oQ 

In 30upe he maade of Ceys and Alcione 

And sipen hape he spoken of eumchone 

Thes noble wifes and pes louers eke 

Who so pat wil his large veloine seke GO 

Cleped pe seintes Legent of Cupide 

There male he see pe large woundes wide 

Of Lucres and of Babilan Thisbe 

The swerde of dido for pe fals ene G4 
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The tree of pliillis for hir demefon 

Tlie pleinte of Dianyre Sind of Ermyon 

Of Adriane and of ysiphilee 

The barayn ysel stondeynge in fe see 68 

The dreynt leandre for his erro 

The teres of Eleyne and eke J?e wo 

Of brixseide and of fe ladomya 

The cruelte of qiiene Medea 72 

The litil childern hongeinge be f e hals Deaf 66] 

ffor ])i lason fat was of loue fals 

Of ypnistra Penelope Alceste 

Joure wifehode he commendejj wij) J?e beste 76 

Bot certeynly no worde write}? he 

Of filke wilke ensample of Canace 

J5at loued hir owen brofer sinfully 

Of snche cursed stories .1. saie fye 80 

Or elles of Tiro Appolonius 

How fat J?e cursed kinge Anthiochus 

Beraft his doubter of hir maydenhede 

That is so orrible a tale for to rede 84 

Whan he hire ^frewe poruhe fe pament [ipyrewe] 

And Jjer-for he of ful avisement 

Isolde neuer write in none of his s^rmones 

Of wliiche vnkinde abhominaciones 88 

]^e .1. ne wil none reherce if fat .1. male 

Bot of my tale . ho we schal .1. done f is daie 

Me were lofe be likned douteles 

To muse's fat men clepen pieriedes ' 92 

Methamorphoseos woote what .1. mene 

Bot natheles .1. recche nou3t a bene 

J^owhe .1. come after him wif halve bake 

.1. speke in prose and lat him rimes make 96 

And wif fat worde he wif a sobre chere 

Began his tale as ^e schal after here . 98 
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\No hreaks in the MS between the dcmzus.] 

Hie incipit fabula legis -peritl 

Hateful harme condicione of poiiert 99 

With Jjurst. with colde . wdth inangre so confounded 
To asken helpe fou sclianiep in j^ine liert 
If pou'^ axe with nQde ]jou art so wounded 102 
jjat verrei nede vnwrappej> al J»i wound Md 
Maugreue fin hede j?ou most for indigence 
Or Steele or begge or borwe fi despense 105 

[1 a lafe none inserted'} 

]pou blamest crist and seist ful bittirly. 

He mys departe]? richesse temporal 

J5i neiheburghe f on witest sinfully 

And seiste jjou haste to litel and he haj? al 109 

Per fey seys fou sum tyme he reken schal 

Whan ]jat his taile sehal heme in fe glede 

ffor he nou3t helpe]? nedeful in here nede 112 

Herken what is fe meneynge of fe wise 

Better is to dyen fan to haue indigence [leaf <s&, back] 

]pi self neighebore wil pe dispise 

If }jou be pore fare wele fi reueronce 116 

5it of f e Wiseman take]? fis sentence 

AH j?e dales of pormen ben wikke 

Be war far fore or fou com in fat prikke ^ 119 

IF If fou be pore f i brofer hatef fee 

And al f i frendes flye fro f e alas 

riche marchauntes ful of wel be. 30 

noble prudent folke as in fis cas 123 

Jour^ bagges bene nou3t filled wif ambes aas 

Bot wif sis sinke fat rennef for 30ure chaunce 

Att Cristes masse mery majie 30 daunce 126 
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SIX-TEXT 133 

.GROUP B, § 2. MAN OP law's TALE. TROL. Lansdowiie MS. 159 

IF 3© seken londe and see for 3oure wininges 
As wise folke fat knowen al fe astate 
Of regnes je bene faders of tifinges 

And tales bothen of pes and debate 130 

I. was riht nowe of tales desolate 
Nar fat a marchant gone is mony a ^ere 
Me tatibt a tale whiche as 3e schal here 133 



\_A$ there is no room in this print for the Latin notes in tlie 
margin of the MS, they are^ut here^ with the mmibers of the lines 
to which they refer.'] 

1. 161. Europa Oist ieram p<?rs mundi. [MS, leaf 67.] 
I. 197. IT Ceptr« pharonei iurium. discordia tliebe 
IT Flawmam plietontes deii-calionis aque 
U In stelles priami i sp^c/es audacia twrni 
If Sensus vlixeus herculeus (]ue vigor. [MS, leaf 67-] 
After 1. 301. "^nde Tholomeus. \ihro pdmo capitulo 8. Primi motus 
Cell duo suwt quorum vnus Qst qui mouet totum semper ab oriente 
in occidentem i vno modo super orbes &c. Alter vero moUcs est qtii 
mouet orbem stellarwwi cxirrmciwn contra motum primus videlicet, ab 
occidente in orientem super alios duos polos &c. Om^^es enim sunt 
co^2cordati quod, elecc/ones sint debiles nisi in diuitibws H^^ent enim 
isti lice^ debilitewti^r eoxum elecc^'ones radice^w .i. natiuitates eorwm 
que co??fortaiit omwem planetam debilem in itinere Kuc, 'Philoso- 
phxLS, [MS, leaf 68, back, a quotation in the middle of the text.] 
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160 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OP law's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 



[THE TALE.] 

In Surre some while dweled a company . 

Of chap men riclie and fer-to sadde and trewe 

That wide where senten hire spicery 

Clofes of golde and satine riche of hewe 137 

Here chaffer was so frefty and so newe 

That euery wiht hafe deynte to chaffare 

Wife h.&m and eke to sellen hem here ware - 140 

IT JSTowe felle fat fe maistres of fat sorte 

Hane schapen hem to Eome for to wende 

Were it fo chapmanhode or for disporte 

JSTone ofer Messagier wolde J?ei feder sende 144 

Eot cam hem selft to rome f is es fe ende 

And in swyche place as f ouht hem aiiantage 

ffor here intent pei take here herbergage 147 

IT Soiorne haue fese marchantes in fat tonne 

A certaine time as fell to here plesaunce 

Bot so be-fel j?at f e excellent renoune 

Of f e Emperoure douhter dame Custance 151 

Eeported was wif euery circumstance 

Yn to f is surrien Marchantez in suche wise 

ffro day to day as J. schal 3owe deuise 154 

IT This was f e comune Toyce of euery man 

Owre Emperoi^?' of Eome Gode him see [leaf 67] 

A douhter he haf e fat sen f e werlde beganne 

To rekken as wele hire goodnes as beaute 158 

Was neuer suche anof er as is sche 

.1. praie to gode in honoure hire susteigne 

And wald sche were of al Europe f e queue . ^^"^^'^^ "^^^^"^ p- H?-J 
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansddwiie MS. 161 

In hir is hihe beaute wij? oute pride 

Jowjje wij) oute greueliode or foly 

To al hire werkes vertiie is Mr gyde 

Humblesse hafe slayne in ^owe al tyranny 165 

[....,. ?zo gajp in the MS.'\ 

Hire.herte is verrai chambre of holynesse 

Hir hande Ministre of fredam for almesse 168 

% And al fis voice was sofe as god is trewe 

Bot nowe to purpos lat vs turne a3eine 

This marchantez han don franht here schippes newe 

And whan |?ei han J^is blisseful Maiden seine 172 

Home to surre be fei wente a^eine 

And done here nedes as fei han done 3ore 

And lenen in wele .1. can say 30W no more 17/> 

% JSTowe fel it fat fese marchantz stoden in grace 

Of him pat was Sonldan of Snrrye 

ffor whan pat fei cam from any strange place 

He wolde of his benigne cnrtesie 179 

Make hem good chiere and besilye aspye 

Thinges of sundre remes for to lere 

The wonderes fat fei myht se or here 182 

IT Amonges oJ>er finges specialy 

Thos Marchantz hane him tolde of danife Ciistance 

So grete noblesse in erneste curiousely 

J5at pis souldan haj) kauht so grete plesance 186 

To hane hir figure in his remembrance 

And al his lust and al his besy cure 

Was for to loue hir while his lif maie dure 189 

IT Parauenture in Jje large booke 

Whiche pat cleped pe heuen y-writen was 

Wip sterres whan pat he his birpe toke 

That he for loue schol haue his depe alas .. 193 
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162 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Laiisdowne MS. 

ffor in fe sterres clerer fan is )je glas 

Is wreten god wote who so couf e it rede 

pG defe of euerj man wijj oaten drede 196 

^ In sterres mony a winter far be-forne ^^"'^'^^ '^^^^' p- M1-^ 

Was wreten fe defe of Ector and achilles 

Oif Pompe lulius or thei were borne [leaf 67, back] 

The strif of Thebes and of Hercules 200 

Of Sampson tumus and of Socrates 

The dej? bot mennus wittes bene so duUe 

That no whiht can wel rede it att fe fulle 203 

If This Sowldan for his priue conseile sente 

And schortly of pis ma tier for to passe 

He hafe to hem declared his entent 

And seide hem certeine bot if he myht hane grace 207 

To haue Custance wijj inne a litel space 

He nas bot dede and charged hem in hihe 

To schapen for his lif som remedie 210 

IF Diners men diners finges saiden 

The Argumentz custen vp and donne 

Many a sotyl reson forfe pei leyden 

Thei speken of Magik and abusion 214 

Eot finalli as in conclusion 

Thei can nou3t seen in fat none auantage 

!N"e in none ofer waie saue Mariage 217 

IF Than sauhe fere suche difficulte 

Be way of Eeson for to speke as pleine 

Be cause fat fere was suche diuersite 

Be twene here bofe lawes as fei seine 221 

Thai trowe fat no cristen prince wold feine 

Wedden his childe vnder her lawes so swete 

That hem was tauht bue Mahoun f e prophet e 224 
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=OROup B. § 8. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Laiisdowiie MS. 163 

IT And he Ansewarde rajjer fan .1. lese 

Constance .1. wil be cristened douteles 

.1. mot bene hirs .1. male none ojjer cbese 

.1. pray 30W bolde joure argumentes in pes 228 

SaueJ) my lif and be]) nouht recheles 

To gete hir fat lia]) my lif in cure , 

ffor in pis woo .1. male nouht longe endure 231 

IT What nedej) gretter dilatacion 

J. sey be tretise and embassadrie 

And be fe popes Medeacione 

And al Jje cherche and al pe chiualrie 235 

That in destruccion of Maumetrie 

And in encrese of cristes lawe dere 

Thei bene accorded so as ^e schal here 238 

IT How pat pe Souldan and his Baronage 

And alle his leges scholde cristened be 

And he seal haue Constance in Mariage [leafes] 

And certeigne gold .1. not what quantite 242 

And herto founden sufficiant surtie 

This same accorde was swor in eyper side 

E^owe faire Constance almyhti god pe gide , 245 

IT l^Towe wolde sum man waiten as .1. gesse 

J)at .1. schol telle al pe purueance 

That pe Empero?^r of his noblesse 

Hap schapen for his doubter Dam Custance . 249 

Wele male men knowen pat so grete ordinance . 

Male no man tellen in a litel clause 

As was arraied for so hihe a cause 252 

IF Cardinals and Bischops bene schapen wip hir to wende 

Lordes and lades Q/nd knyhtes of renoune 

And oper folke .I.-nowe pis is pe ende 

And notified is poruhe oute pe toune . '^ . %^^ 
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164 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

That Query wliiglit wijje grete deuocione 

Scliold praie criste fat jjis Manage 

Resceyiie in gree and spede j?is viage 259- 

IF The dale is comen of hire departeinge 

.1. say fat woful daie fatal is come 

That fat fere maie be no longer tariynge < - 

Eot forf warde fei hem dresse alle and so??mie 263 

Constance fat wif sorwe is al ouer-come 

ffnl pale a-rist and drissef hire to wend 

ffor wele sche seefe fere is none ofe^-e ende 266 

IF Alias "what wonder is it f ouhe sche wepete 

That schali he sent to so strange nacione 

ifro frendes fat so tendiirly hir keppete 

And to be boundon vnder subiectzone 270 

^0f one sche knowef noiiht his condicion 

Husbondes bene al good and hane bu 3ore 

fat knewen wives .1. dar sei 30 w no more 273 

fFader sche seide. fi wreched childe Constance 

fi 3onge doubter fostred vp so soft 

And 3e my moder my soue^'eigne plesance 

Oner al finge onte take criste on loft 277 

Constance 3owre childe hir recommandef oft 

Vn to 3onre grace for J. schal to Surry e 

i^e schal .1. neuer seen 30 w more wif eye 280 

IT Alas vn to f e Barbaric ISTacion 

.1. most anone sef it is 3 our e will e 

Bot crist fat starf for oure redempeione [leaf es, back] 

So 3eue me grace his hestes to fulfills 284 

.1. wriched womman no force f on .1. spille 

Wemmen arne born to f raldom and penance 

And to bue vnder mannes gouernance 287 
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 165 

IF .1. trowe att troie i\^han purrus brake J?e wal 

Or. ylion fat brende Thebes fat Citee 

IsToute Eoiiie for fe harme.Jjorwli.e Hanybal 

That Eomaynes hajj venquissed tunes fre . 291 

JSTas herde swiche tender wepeinge for pite 

As in }je chambre for hire departeinge 

Bot forjje sche mote whereso sche wepe or singe 294 

IF ferst moueynge cruel firmament 

WiJ? J?i diurnale sweigh fat croudest .aie 

And hnrlist al fro est to Occident 

])a,t naturelly wold hold a-nofer waye ^98 

Thi croudeinge sett fe henen in suche arraie 

Att fe be-ginnynge of fis fers viage 

That cruel Mars hafe slayne fis mariage 301 

ILatin insertion, p. 133 of Six-Text,'] 

IT Infortunate ascendent tortuous 

Of whiche f e lorde is falle alas 

Out of his angle in to f e derkest house 

Omars o . ata3ir as in fis caas 305 

feble mone vn-happy bene fi pas 

Thou knettest fe far f ou ert nouht receyuede 

The f ou weere wele fro fens no we ert f ou weyued 308 

IF Imprudent emjperour of Eome alias 

Was fere no philosopher in al f i toune 

Is no time bet fan of er in suche cas 

Of viage is fere none elecc^ion • 31-2 

Namely to folke of hihe condicwn 

Nat whan a rote is of a burf e y-knowe 

Alas je bene to lowed or to slowe 315 

IF The schippe is brouht f is woful faire maide 
Solempnely wife euery circumstance . 

No we ihe^u criste be wif 30we al sche saide [leaf 69j 

There is no more bot fare wele faire Constance 319 
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166 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OP law's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

kScIig peyne]? Mre to make gode continance 

And forjje fei lete Mr saile in Jjis niane?'e 

And turne .1. wil a3eine to my matier 322 

IF Tiie moder of Jie Souldan wel of vices 

Espied hajje hir sones pleine entent 

How lie wil lete his olde sacrifises 

And riht a-none sclie for hire conseille sent 326 

And "pel comen to knowen what sche ment 

And whan assembled was J?es folk in fere 

Sche sett hire doime and seide as ^e schalle here . 329 

IF Lordes quod sche 3e knowen enerychone 

Howe Jjat my sonne in pointe is fo to lete 

The holy lawes of owre Akkaron 

3euen be goddes, Messagiere Makomete 333 

Bott on avowe to grete god .1. hete 

The lif schal rafer oute of my bodi sterte 

Or Macometis lawe oute of myne herte 336 

IF What schuld vs tiden of fis newe lawe 

Bot Jjraldom to oure bodies a7id penance 

And afterward in hel to be drawe 

ffor we reneyed Mahon oure creance 340 

Bot lordes wil ^e maken assurance 

As .1. schal seine assentinge to my lore 

And .1. schal make us sauf for euer more 343 

IF Thei sworen a7id assenten euery man 

To leue wij) hire a7id deye and by hire stande 

And eue/yche in Jj'e best wise he can 

To streng]?en hir schal al his frendes fonde 347 

And sche haJje Jjis emprise take on honde 

Whiche ^e schal here fat .1. schal deuise 

And to hem al sche spak in f is wise 350 
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 167 

IF We schol first feyne vs cristendom to take 

Colde water schal nouht grene vs "bet a lite 

And .1. schal suche a fest and a reuel make 

Jpat as .1. trowe .1. schal ]je sowdan quite 354 

ffor fouhe his wif be crestened neuer so white 

Sche schal haue nede to whasse awaie J>e rede 

Tliouhe sche a fonte ful of water wif hire lede 357 

IT sanldanesse rote of iaiquite 

Yirago pu semiram fe seconde . 

O serpent vnder femenyte [leaf 69, back] 

Like to fe serpente depe in helle bownde 3G1 

feyned wo??zman alle ]jat may confonnde 

Yertue and innocence poruhe J>i Malice 

Is bred in fe as nest of eue?7 vice . ,364 

IT Sathan envious sen filk dale 

That fou were chased from owre heritage 

Wele knowes Jjou to wemmen fe olde waie 

J^ou madest Eua to bringe in seruage 368 

J^ou wilt for-done cristen Mariage 

)?ine instrument so welawaie Jje while 

Makeste ]70u of whan fu wilte begile - 371 

IT This Souldanesse wham .1. fus blame and wery . 

Lete priuely hire consielle gon here wa^e 

What schold .1. in fis tale longer tary 

Sche ride]} to ])e souldan on a daye 375 

And seide fat sche wold reney hir laye 

And cristendome of prestes hondes fonge 

Eepentynge sche hefen was so longe 378 

IF Besekeinge him to done hir fat honoure 

]5at miht haue f e cresten folke to feste 

To plese hem J. wil do my laboure 

The souldan self e .L wil done at 3oure heste - 382 
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168 GBoup B. §2. MAN OF law's TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

And knelynge fonkej? hire of J?at requeste 

So glad lie was he nyst what to seie 

Sche kist hire so??ne and home sche gofe hir waie 385 



\FAET //.] 

IT Arriued bene ])is cresten folk to londcj 

In Surry wij?Jje a grete solempne route 

And hastely fis Souldan sent his sonde 

ffirst to his Moder and al fe regne aboute 389 

And seide his wif was commen oute of donte 

And praide hir for to riden a^ein j?e qwene 

The honoure of his regne to suteigne 392 

IT Grete was fe pres and riche was fe raie 

Of Surry s and Eomeyns mette . I. -fere 

The Moder of j?e souldan riche and gaie 

Beseiuejj hire wdj? also glad a chere 396 

As any moder myht hire doubter dere 

And to Jje next Cite fere beside 

A soft pas solempnyeli ]?ei ride 399 

IT j^ouht trowe .1. fe triumphe of Julius 

Of whiche fat lukan maade suche a boste 

"Was Eoialer ne more corious [leaf 70] 

Than was ^assemble of J?is blisful oste 403 

Eot jjis Scorpion Jjis wikked goste 

This Sauldanesse for al hir fiateringe 

Kast vnder fis mortal! to stinge 406 

IF The Souldan come}? himself sone after fis 

So Eoialy fat wonder is to tel 

He welcome]) hire wif al loy and blis 

And fus'in merfe and loye .1. lete hem duel 410 

LANSDOWNE 168 {6-T. 142) 



SIX-TEXT 143 

GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 169 

]pe fruyte of Jjis matier fat .1. tel 

Whan tini com men fouht it for fe best 

That Eeuel stinte and men gon to rest 413 

IT The time come J»is olde Souldanesse 

Ordeined ]je fest haf of wich .1. tolde 

And to fe feste Cristenten folke hem dresse 

In generale bofe 3onge and olde 417 

He may men feste and Eoialte behold e 

And deyntej)s mo fan .1. can 3011 deiiyse 

Bot al to der Jjei bouht it er f ei rise 420 

IF Sodan woo fat euer art succesour 

To werldly blisse spreynde is wif bitteynes 

The ende of fe ioye of oure werldly labour 

Woo occnpiej? fe fine of onre gladnes. .424 

Herke fis conseile for fi secnrnes 

Vpon fi glad dale hane in mynde 

The vnwar wo or harme fat comef be-hinde 427 

IT ffor schortly for to telle att worde 

The souldan and f e cristen enerychone 

Be al to-hewe and stiken att f e borde 

Bot it war only Dam Cnstance alone 431 

Thys olde Sauldanes cnrsed crone 

Haf wif hir frendes don f is cnrsed decide 

ffor sche hir self e wolde fe con trei lede 434 

^ Ne fere was Surreyne ne none fat was conuertede 

That of f e counsel of f e souldan wote 

That he ne es alto-he wen or he asterl^it 

And Constance han f ei take a-none fote bote 438 

And in a schippe al sterles god wote 

Thei hane hir sett and beden hire leren to saile 

Owte of Surry a^eine to Itaile 441 
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170 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw'^ TALE. Lansdownc MS. 

IT A certeine tresoure fat sche feder ladde 

And sofe to seine vital grete plente 

Jpei hane here ^euen and clofes eke sclie hadde [le^f 7o, back] 

And forj? sclie saile]) in ]?e salte see 445 

my Custance fful of benignite 

. Emperours 3onge doubter dere 

He fat is lorde ouere fortune be fe steere 448 

IT Scbe blissej) and wij) ful pitous voyc^ 

Yn to fe croys of crist fus seide scbe 

clere o welful auter boly croyce 

Eede of fe lambes blode ful of pite 452 

)5at wbisse J?e werlde fro fe olde iniquite 

Me fro fe fende and fro bis el owes kepe 

fat daie fat .1. scbal drencben in f e depe 455 

IF Victorious tree proteccion of trewe 

Jpat oonely worf i war for to bere 

Jpe kinge of beuen wif bis wondes newe 

J?e wygbt lambe fat burt was wif a spere 459 

fflemer of frendes oute of bim and bere 

On wbicbe f i lynes faif fuly extenden 

Me kep and 3ife me mybt my lyf to amenden 462 

f Jeres and dayes fletef f is creature 

Jjorube owte f e see of grece vnto f e streite 

Of Marrok: as it as it was bir auenture 

many a sory mele none male scbe baite 466 

Affter ber def ful oft mai scbe waite 

Or fat f e wilde wawes wil bir drive " 

Vn to fe place fare scbe scbal ariue 469 

IT Men mybt axen wbi scbe was nou3t sleine 

Eke att f e feste wbo mybt bir body saue 

.1^ answere to fat demande a3eine 

Wbo saue Danyel in fe borrible cane 473 
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GBOup B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 171 

j)Qre euery saue he Maister or knaue 

Was wij? j>e lyons frete ia a sterte 

'No whight hot god fa he bare in his hert 476 

IT God luste to schewe his wonderful miracle 

In hire for sche schold see his myhty werkes 

Crist whiche fat is to euery harme treacle 

Be certeine Menes oft as knowen clerkes 480 

Do]j finge for certein ende fat ful derke is 

To mannes witte fat for owre ignorance 

ISTe conne knowe his prodent purueance 483 

IT Nowe sef sche was not at f e fest slawe 

Who kepped hire fro f e drencheinge in f e see 

Who keppet lona in f e fisches ma we rieaf 7i] 

To he was spouted vp att Mniue 487 

Wele maie men knowe it was no whight hot he 

)pat keppe f e peple Ebayk fro drencheinge 

Wif dri feete f oruhe oute f e see passinge 490 

IT Who -had fe foure spirites of tempest 

)5at power' hane to anoyen londe and see 

Bof e norf e and souf e and also west and este 

Anoyef neyfer se ne londe ne tree 494 

Sof e f e comander of fat was he 

)5at fro f e tempest ay f is womman kepet 

As wele whan sche woke as wen sche slepet 497 

IF Whare myht fis wowman mete and drenke haue 

Three ^ere and more how lastef hir vytaile 

Who fede f e Egipciane Marye in f e caue 

Or in desert non hot crist sans faille 501 

ffyye f ousand folke it was a grete meryaille 

Wif loues five and ffisches tuo to feede 

Gode sente his foyson att her grete nede - 501 
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172 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Laiisdowiie MS. 

IF Sche dryuej) forj? in to owre Occeane 

))oruhe cute fe wilde see tiH att fe last 

Vnder an castel J?at neuen .y. ne can 

if or in JSTorfe Humbrelond fe wawe her caste 508 

And in ]?e sonde f e schippe stikked so fast 

That fens wold it nouht of al a tyde 

The wil of criste was fat sche scholde abide 511 

f The Cmnstahle of j?e Castel doune is fare 

To seen fis wrakke and al fe schipe he soiihte 

And fonde fis wery womman ful of Care 

He fonde also tresoiire fat sche brouht 515 

In hir langage Mercie sche be-sonht 

J)e lif oute of fe body for to twynne 

Hir to deliuer of woo fat sche was inne 518 

^ A maner latine corrupte was hir speche 

Eot algatez fere by was sche vnderstonde 

The Constable whan him lust no longer seche 

This wooful womman brouht he to f e londe ^"^^2 

Sche knelef doune and f onkef goddes sonde 

Bot what sche was sche wolde no man seye 

fforfoule ne faire fouhe fat sche scholde deye 525 

If Sche seid sche was so mased in f e see 

Jpat sche for-gat here mynde be hir trouf e 

The constable of hir haf e so grete pite [leaf 71, back] 

And eke his wif fat f ei wepen for reuf e 529 

Sche was so diligent wif owten sleuf e 

To serue and plese eueryche in fat place 

That al hir louen fat loken on hir face 532 

IF The Constable and dam Ermenilda his wif 

Where payneins and fat cuntre euery where 

Bot Ermenilda loued here rihtas hir lif 

And custance haf so longe soiourned fere 536 
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GROUP B. § 2. HAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 173 

In orisons wilp mony a better tere 

Til ihesVL hajje conuerted foruhe his grace 

Dam.. Ermenilda Constablesse of j?ilke place 539 

If In al Jjat londe dorst no kersten route 

Al cresten folke bene iiedde fro j?at contre 

poYuhe payneins pat conquerden here aboufce 

The plages of pe norJ?e be jjelande and fe see 543 

To Wales fledd fledde pe cristeante 

Of olde bretons dwelynge in fis Isle 

Ther was hire refute for fe mene while 546 

IF Bot 3it was neuer cristen bretons so exiled 

Jpat fer nas sum in hir priuete 

Honoured crist and heypen folk be-giled 

And nyhe j?e castel J?er dwel per dwelden fre 550 

psit one of hem was blinde and myht nouht see 

Bot it weere wife ilke yen of his mynde 

Wijj wi<3he inen seen after Jiat fei be blinde 553 

IT Briht was pQ sonne as in pe somers dale 

ifor whiche fe Constable and his wif also 

And Constance hane ytake pe riht waie 

To7warde pe se a forlonge way or tuo 557 

To pleyen and to Eomen to and fro 

And in her waie blende men Jjaie mette 

Croked and olde wij? fast eyen schett 560 

IF In pe name of criste cried fis blinde bretou/^e 

Dame Ermenilda ^eue me my sihte a3eine 

This lady wex affrayde of pe soune 

Lest hir husbonde schortly for to seyne 564 

Wolde hir for ihesu cristes loue haue sleyne 

Til Constance made hir bolde and bad hire wirche 

The wil of criste as doubter of his chirche 567 
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1-74 GROUP B, § 2. MAN OF law's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

IF The Constalble wex abassched of fat sihi 

And seide what amouixtaj? al fis £are 

Gustance ansewaid it is cristes miht ^ [leaf 72] 

)pat helpejj folke onte of fe fendes snare 571 

And so ferforjje sche gan oure laye declai^e 

Jjat sche constable ar fat it was ene 

Conuertef and on criste maad him beleue 574 

IF This Constable was nonht lorde of f is place 

Of whiche .1. spak fare he Constance foiide 

Bot -keped it stronge mony a winter sxDace 

Vnder Allea kynge of of JNTorthehmnbrelonde 578 

[ no gap in the MS.^ 

A3ein f e scottes as men may wele here 

Bot torne .1. wil a-3eine to my matier 581 

IT Sathan fat ener waitejr vs to begile 

Sanhe of Custance al hir perfeccio^7^ 

And kast anone howe he mylit white hir while 

And maad a 3onge knyht fat dwellef in fe tonne 585 

Lone hire so bote of foule affeccione 

]pat verraily him f ouht fat he scholde spille 

Bote of hir myht ones haue his wille 588 

% He wowef e hir bot it aveilef nonht 

Sche wolde do no sinne be no weie 

And for dispite he compassed in his f ouht 

To make hir a schamefnl defe to deye 592 

He waitef whan f e Constable was awaie 

And prinely on a nyhte he crepte 

In Ermenilda scambur whiles fat sche sleped 5.95 

IF Wery for-waked in hire orisons 

Slepef custance and Ermenilde also 

J)is knyht f ouht to performe sathanas temptacions 

Al softly he is to f e bedde go 599 
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And kette pe Jjrote of Ermenylde a tuo 

And leide pe blody knyf be dam distance 

And wente his weie fere god ^ine him meschannee 602 

IT Sone affter comef fis Constable a^eine 

And Eke AUea fe kenge fat was of J?ls lande- 

And sauhe his wyf dispitously sleyne 

IFor whiche fal of oft he wepet and wronge his honde 606 

And in pe bedde ]je blody knyfe he fonde 

Be dam distance Alas what myht sche seye 

ffor verre woo hir witte was al awaie 609 

IT To Kinge Alia was tolde al fis meschance 

And eke ]je time and where and in what wise 

J^at in a schip was founden pis Constance 

As je hane herde to-forne devise [leaf 72, buck] 613 

The kinges herte of pite gan agrise 

Whan he sepe so benyngne a creature 

ffal in disese and in mesanenture 616 

IF ffor as pe lambe towarde towarde his depe is bronlit 

So stant pis Innocent be-for pe kenge 

This fals knyht pat hape pis treson wronht 

Berep hir on honde pa sche hape don pis pinge 620 

Bot napeles per was grete Morneinge 

Amonge pe peple and sei pe can not gesse 

That sche had done so grete a wikkenesse 623 

IT ffor pei hane sene hir euer so vertuous 

Anddoueinge ermenilde riht as hir lif 

Of pis bare wittenes eueryche in pat house 

saue he pat Ermenilde slowhe wip his knyfe 627 

This Gentil kinge hape cauht a grete motif 

Of pis wittenes And pouht he wolde enquere 

Depper in pis caas he trouep for to lere 630 
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IF Alas Constance ])on naste no cllampiou?^ 

E"e fiht cans tow nonM so walawaie 

Bot lie ]?at for oure redempciou7^ 

And bonde Sathan . and lythe ^ii pere he laye 634 

So be fi stronge champion fis dale 

Ifor bot if criste oopen niyracle kyj?e 

Wife outen gilt Jjou sclialt be sleyne also swyfe 637 

IF Scbe Sett hir doune on knes and fus scbe seyde 

Immortale god fat sanedest Snsan 

ffroni false blam and Jjou mercyful mayde 

Mary .1. mene doubter of seint Anne 641 

Eeforne wbos child e Angels singe osanne 

If .1. be giltles of J?is felonye 

Mi soker be. for elles schal .1. deye 644 

IF Hane 3e nouht seen sum tyme a pale face 

Amonge a pres of him fat haf e be lad 

To wardes his def where him gat no grace 

And suche a colour in his face haf hadde 648 

fat men miht knowe his face fat was be-stadde 

Amonge al f e faces in fat route 

So stant Custance and lokef hire aboute 651 

IF queens leueinge in p^'osperite 

Duchesses and ladies euerychon 

Haue some reuf e of his aduersite 

An Emperoz^r doubter stant alone [leaf 73] 655 

Sche haf e no whihte to whome to make hire mone 

blode Eoial fat stand est in f is drede 

ffer bue fin frendes att fi grete nede 658 

IF This allea kinge haf suche compassioz^n 

As gentil hert is fulfilled of pete 

Jpat from his yen ran f e water doune 

'NowQ hastely do feche a boke qjwd he 662 ' 
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And if ]jis knyht wil swere liowe fat sclie 

This wo?7iman slowhe 3it wil we vs avise 

Wliome fat we wolde fat sclial be cure lustice . 6.65 

IT A breton boke wreten wif f e euangelies 

Was fett and on f is boke he swore anone 

Sche giltif was in f e niene whiles 

An hande him smote vpon fe nekke bone 669 

Jpat doune he fel att ones as a stone 

And bof e his ey3en borst oute of his face 

In siht of euery body in fat place 672 

If A Yoice was herde in general audience 

And seide f ou haste disclaandred giltles 

The doubter of holy chercbe in hiehe p?'esence 

Thus hast f ou done and 3it J. mot bold my pes . 676 

Of f is Merueile a-gast was al f e pres 

As Mased folke f ei stoden eue?yclione 

ffor drede of wreclie sane Constance alone 679 

IF Grete was f e dede and eke f e repentance 

Of hem fat hadden wronge suspecione 

Ypon f is eely Innocent Constance 

And for fis miracle in conclusione 683 

And by Constance Mediacione 

The kinge and mony a-nof er in fat place 

Conuerted was f onked be cristes grace Q^^ 

IT This fals knyht was sleyne for his vntrewf e 

Be luggement of AUea Hastelye 

And Constance haf e of his def e grete rewf e 

And after fis \hesus of his mercy 690 

Maade Alia wedden ful solempnely . 

pis holy mayden fat is briht and schene 

And f us hafe criste maad Constance a queene 693 
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IF Bot who was woful. If J. schal not lye 

Of Jjis wedynge bot Domylda and no mo 

Jpe kinges moder ful of Tiranny . 

Hire Jjouht Lir cursed hert braste a two [leaf 73, back] 697 

Scbe wolde noulit her sonne had don so 

Hir fouht a dispite J?at he scholde take 

So straunge a creature vnto his maake 700 

IT Me list nouht of J>e chaf ne of f e stre 

Maake so longe a tale as of ]?e corne 

What scholde .1. tellen of f e royalte 

Of fe Manage or whiche cours go J? to forne 704 

"Who blowej) in a tronipe or in an home 

The fruyte of euery tale is for to seie 

Thei ete . and drinke and dance . and singe and pleio 707 

H Thei gone to bed as it was skiH and riht 

ifor ]?ouhe fat wyues bene holy finges 

Thei must take a pacience a nyht 

Suche maner necessaries as biene plesinges 711 

To folke fat hane ywedded hem wif ringes 

And laie a lite hire holines a side 

As for fe time it male non ofer betide 714 

IT On hire he gate a knaue childe anone 

And to a bischop and his Cunstabule eke 

He toke his wif to kepe whan he is gone 

To scotelande ward his fomen for to seke 718 

J^owe faire Custance fat is so humble and meke 

So longe is gone wif childe til fat stiH 

Sche halt hir chambure abideinge att eristes wiE 721 

% The time is come a knaue childe sche bare 

Mauricius att f e font f ei him caHe 

This Constable dof forf e come a Messagier 

And WTote to his kinge fat cleped was Alle 725 
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GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE, lansdowne MS. 179 

Howe fat J? is blisful tifinge was be-falle 

And of er tifinge spedful for to seie 

He take J? f e letter and forfe he gof his weie 728 

IF This Messagier to done his auantage 

Vnto f e hinges moder ridef swyfe 

And saluef hire ful faire in his langage 

Madame qiiodi he he 3e maye glad and blife 732 

And f onkef god an hundref foiisand sife 

My lady qneene haf childe wij? oute doute 

To loy and blisse of al f is regne a-boute 735 

IT Lo here fe le^ifres selede of f e tif inge 

fat .1. mote here wif al f e hast .1. male 

If 30 wille onht vn to 30wre sone f e kinge . 

I am 3onre seruant bofe niht and dale [leaf 74] 739 

Domilda anseward as nowe at f is time 

Bot here al niht .1. wil fat f on take fi rest 

To morwe wiH J. sale what me lest 742 

IT This Messagier dranke sadly ale and wyne 

And stollne was his le^/^res priuely 

Out off his box* while he slepe as a swyne 

And Conterfet was ful sotely 746 

And of er le^^res wrouht ful sinfuly . 

Ynto f e kinge direct of f is matier 

ffro his Constable as 30 schal after here 749 

IT The le^jfre spak howe f e qneene deliuerd was 

Of so horrible fendelyche creature 

That in f e Castel none so hardy was 

That any while dorst f er in endure 753 

The moder was an elfe be ayenture 

Ycome be charmes or be sorceri 

And euery whitte hatef e hir company 756 
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180 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw*s TALE. Laiis.downe MS. 

IT Woo was fis kinge whan he fis lettva liad seyne 

Bot to no white he tolde ]?is sorwe sore 

Bot of his owen he wrote ageyne 

Welcome be ]?e sonde of criste for euer more 760 

To me fat am no we lerend in his lore 

Lord welcom be f i lust and fi plesance 

Mi lust is put al in fine ordinance 763 

IT Kepef fis childe al be it foule or faire 

And eke my wif vnto myne home co/7iynge 

Criste whan him liste male sende me an heire 

More Agreable fan this to my likinge 767 

This letter he selef priuely wepeinge 

Whiche to f e Messagier was take sone 

And forfe he gofe fare is nomore to done 770 

IT Messagier fulfilde of dronkennesse 

Stronge is f i bref e f i limmes faltern aye 

And f ou be-wreyest al sekurnesse 

Thi mynde is lorne fu langelest as a laye 774 

Thi face is turned in a newe arraie 

'There drunkennesse reygnef in any route 

Jpere is no counsel hidde wif outen doute 777 

IT domilda . I ne haue non englisshe digne 

Vnto f i malice and f i tirannye 

An fer-for to fe fende .1. fe resigne. 

Lat him endite fi trait ery [leaf 74, back] 781 

ify mannysshe fy. o nay be god .1. lye 

ffy fendlyche spirit for J. dare wele telle 

Thouhe f on here walke f i spirit is in helle 784 

IF This Messagier comef fro f e kinge a3eine 

And att f e kinges moder courte he life 

And sche was of f is Messagier ful faine 

And plesed him in al fat euer sche myht 788 
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He dranke and wele his girdel vnder pyht 

He slepej? and he fronte)) in his gise 

AUe nyht til fe son gan rise 791 

IT Eft was his letters stollen euerychdii 

And Conterfet le^ifres in ]?is wise 

The kinge Commande]? his constable a none 

Yppeyne of hangeynge or an hihe lewys 795 

})at he ne schold suffur in no wise 

Constance in wife his regne to Abide 

Thre dales and a quarter of a tide 798 

IT Bot in pe same schippe as he hir fonde 

Hire and hire 3onge sone and hir gere 

He schold pntte and croude fro fe londe 

And Charger fat sche nener eft com fere 802 

my Constance wele may fi goste haue fere 

And slepeinge in fi dreme be in penance 

Whan Domilda cast al fis ordinance 805 

^ This Messagier on morwe whan he woke 

Vnto fe castel halt f e next waie 

And to J>e Constable he fe letter toke 

And whan fat he fis pitous lettiQ saye 809 

fful oft he seide alas and walawaie 

Lord criste c^odi he howe male fis le^^re endure 

So wooful of synne is mony a creature 812 

IF myhti god . if fat it be f i wille 

Sethe f owe is riht-ful lugge howe maie it be 

Jpat f ou wilt suffur Innocent to spilk 

An wikked folk reigne in prosperite 816 

good Constance alas so woo is me 

J)at .1. toot be fi tormento^^r or deye 

On schames def fere is none ofer weie 819 

LANSDOWNE 181 {Q-I. 155) 



SIX-TEXT 158 

182 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

^ WeiDen bofe ^onge and olcle in al fat place 

Whan fat f e kinge f is cursede letter sent 

And Custan'ce wif a dedlj pale face 

}pe ferf e daie to warde fe scliippe sche wente [leaf 75] 823 

Bot N'afeles sche takef in goode entente 

))e will of criste and kneleinge att' f e stronde 

Sche seide lorde ay welcome be fi sonde 826 

IT He fat me keppet fro f e fals blame 

While .y. was in f e londe amonges 30 we 

He can me kepe from arme and eke frome schame 

In salt see al-fonhe .1. see nou3t ho we 830 

As stronge as euer he was he is riht nowe 

In him trust .1. and in his moder dere 

Jpat is to me my saile and eke my stere 833 

^ Hire litel childe laie wepeinge in hir arme 

And knelynge pitusly to him sche seide 

Pees litel son .1. wiU do fe none harme 

Wif fat f e kerchef of hir hede sche braide 837 

And oner his litel yen sche it leide 

And in hir arme sche Inllef it ful fast 

And in to heuen her yen vp sche cast 840 

IT Moder q?iod sche and Maiden briht Marie 

Sof e is fat f oruh wommannes egment 

Man kinde was lorne and dampned aye to deye 

If or whiche f i childe was on a crois rente 844 

\)i blisfuUy yen sawhe all his tornement 

Than is fere no comparison be-twene 

])i woo and any woo man may snsteigne 847 

IT Thowe sawhe f i so?2ne slayne to for fin ey3ene 

And 3it lenef now my childe parfaie 

JSTow lady to whome al woful cry3en 

Thow glorie of wommanhode f on faire maie 851 
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]pou haven of refute l)riht sterre of daie 
Eew on my cMlde fat of J>i gentillesse 
Eewest on euerj rewful in destrisse 854 

U litel cliilde alas what is Jji gilte 

))at neuer wrouhtest sinne as 3it pav^de 

Whi wil ])i hard fader haue Ipe spilte 

merci dere constable qiiod sche 858 

As lat my litel cliilde dwel here wij? fe 

And if J)ou darst nouht sane him fronie blame 

So kesse him ones in his faders name 861 

IF Ther-wiJ) sche loked bakward to fe londe 

And seide fare wel husbonde rewfeles 

And vp sche rise]? and walkej? doime fe stronde 

To warde fe schippe hir folowej* al fe prees [leaf 75, back] 

And euer sche praiej? hpr childe to holde his pees 

And takef hire lene and wij) an holy entent 

Sche blissej) hir and in to schippe sche went 868 

f Yitailled was pe schip it is no drede 

Abundantly for hire ful longe space 

And ofere necessaries fat schold nede 

Sche had J.-nowhe heried be goddes grace 872 

[......• 920 gaj) in the MS,] 

And bringe hire home .1. can no better saie 

Bot in pe see sche driuef forj? hire waie 875 



[PAET III.] 

IF Alia fe kinge comef home sone after fis 

Ynto his Castel of J?e whiche .1. tolde 

And axef where his wif and his childe is 

The Constable gan aboute his hert colde 879 
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184, GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

And pleinly al f e nianer lie liim tolde 

As 36 haiie herde .1. kan tel it no better 

And scliewej) J?e kinge Ms seal and his letter 882 

IT And seide lorde as ^e co??zmannded nie 

Vp peine of dej) so haue .1. done certeine 

This Messagier tumended was til he 

Most be-knowen and tellen plat and pleine %%^ 

firom nyht to nyht where fat he had leine 

And jjus be witte and soubtile enquereinge 

Imagened was be wham J?is harnie gan springe 889 

IF The hande was knowe pat J?e le^^re wrote 

And al fe venym of ]?is cursed dede 

Bot in what wise certeinli .1. note 

fe effecte is fis pat oute of drede 893 

His moder he slowhe pat mai men pleinli rede 

ifor pat sche traito2^r was to hire legance 

Thus endep olde Domylda wip meschaunce 896 

IF The sorwe pat pis Alia nyht and daye 

Makep for his wif and his childe also 

Ther is no tunge pat it telle male 

Bot now wil .1. vnto Custance go 90C 

)?at fletep in pe se \n peine and wo 

Jpre 3 ere and more as liked crist sonde 

Or pat hir schip approched vnto pe londe 903 

IF Ynder an heypen castel att pe last 

Of wliiche pe name in my text not .1. finde 

Custance and eke hir childe pe see vpkast 

Al myhti pat sauep al mankinde 907 

Haue on Constance and hire childe sum mynde [leaf ro] 

That fallen is in heype honde eft sone . 

In pointe to spille as J. scaH tel ^owe sone 910 
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IF Done fro ]?b Castel comnie]) ])ere monj a wliihte 

To gauren on ]?is scliep and on Constance 

Bot schortly fro fe castel on a nyht 

The lord steweard god jiue liim nieschance 914 

A fef fat had reneyde oure creance 

Com vn schip alon and seide he schold 

Hir leniman be where sche wolde or nolde 917 

H Woo was fis wreched womman woo be gone 

Hir Childe cride and sche cried pitously 

Bot blisse-ful Marye helped hir a none 

ffor wiffe hir strogelinge wele and myhtily 921 

The fef fel onere fe borde al sodanly . 

And in fe se he drenched for vengance 

And Jjus ha]? crist vnvenemed keped Custance 924 

IT foule lust of luxurie lo fine ende 

]^ot onely Jjat fou faintest mannes mynde 

Bot verraili fou wilt his body schende 

The ende of fi werk or of fi lust-is blinde 928 

Is compleigneinge howe many oone men maie finde 

j)at not for werke sum time bot for fe entente 

To done J?is sinne bene eyfer sleyne or schente 931 

IF Howe maie fis wayko wo?mnan haue J? e strenke]? 

Hir to dofende a^eine fis renegate 

golyas vnmesurable of lengefe 

Howe myht dauid make J?e so mate 935 

So 3onge and of Armo^^r so desolate 

Howe dorst he loke vpon fi dredeful face 

Wele maie men seen it is bot goddes grace 938 

IT Who 3af ludith . Corage or hardinesse 

To slene him Olefernus in his tent 

And to deliuer oute of wrechednesse 

\)e peple of god .1. seide for Jjis entente 942 
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186 GROUP B. § 2. MAN OF LAw's TALE. Laiisdowiie MS 

Jpat riht as god spiret and vigor sente 

To heme and saued liem out of meschance 

So sent he mylit and vigor to Constance 945 

IF ffor gojje Mr schipe foruhe oute j?e narow mouje 

Of lubalter and Jiens driueinge aye 

Sum tim west and sum tim norjje and soufe 

And som time est ful mony a wery daie . 949 

Til cristes moder blissed be sche aye [leaf 76, backj 

Hajj scbapen forube hire endeles goodenes 

To make an bende of al her beuenes 952 

IF ]^ow latte vs stent of Constance bot a frowe 

An speke we of fe Eomaine Emperoz^r 

That oute of Surry baf e be letters knowe 

Tbe slawbte of Cristen folk a7id disbonoz^r 956 

Done to bis doubter be a fals traitowr - 

.1. mene fe Curssed wikked Sawdanesse 

]?at att fe fest le slen bofe more and lesse , 959 

% ffor wbicbe Jjis Emperoz^r baj? sent anone 

His Senatoz^r wi}? roial ordinance 

And ofer lordes god wote manyoufi 

On Surriens to taken bir vengeance 963 

Tbei brennen slene and bri?2gen bem to mescbance 

ffol mony a day bot scbortly jjis is ]?e ende 

Homwarde to Eome fei scbapen bem to wende 966 

IF Tbis Senator repairef wi]) vittorie 

To Eomewarde seileinge ful Eoialy 

And mette fe scbippe driueynge as seij?e fe storie 

In wbicbe Constance sitte ful pitously, 970 

ISTo finge ne knewe be what scbe was ne wbi 

Scbe was in Sucbe aray ne scbe wil seye 

Of bir estate Jjoube scbe scbold deie 973, 
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IF He bringef liir to Eome And to his wif 

He 3af hire and hire ^onge sone also 

And wij) fe Senatur sche led hir lif 

Thus can owre lady bringen oute of wo 977 

Woful Constance and mony anof ere mo 

And longe time dwelled sche in ]?is place 

In holy werkes euer as was hire grace 980 

IF The Senatowr wif hire ^Aunte was [^ ms eorrectecX] 

Bot for alfat sche knewe hire neuere more 

.1. wil no longer tarien in fis cas 

Bot to kinge Alia whiche .1. spake of 3 ore 984 

That for his wif wepef and sikef sore 

.1. wil retorne and lete .1. wil Constance 

Ynder pe Senatoz^r gonernance 987 

Kinge Alia whiche fat had his moder sleyne 

Yppon a daie fel in suche repentance 

)?at . if .1. schortly tellen schaH and. pleyne 

To Eome he come]? to receynen his penance 991 

And put him in fe popes ordinan[c]e [leaf 77] 

In hihe and lowe and ihesu crist be-souht 

ffor-^eue his wikked werke fat he wrouht 994 

IT The fame anone forwhe Eome tonne is borne 

Howe alia kinge scha com in pilgrenage 

Be herberionres fat went him be forne 

ffor whiche f e Senatowr as was f e vsage 998 

Eode him a3eine and mony of his lignage 

Als wele to schewe his magnificence 

As to done any kenge a reuerence 1001 

IT Grete chiere dof e f is noble Senatour 

To kinge Alia and he to him also 

Eueriche of hem dof to of ere grete hono2^r 

And so be-fel fat on a daie or two 1005 
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This Senatur is to kinge Alia go 

To feste and schortly if .1. schal noulit lye 

Costance sone in his companye 1008 

IT Soni men wald seine att jje request of distance 

This Senatowr hajje ledde fis childe to fest 

.1. maie not tel eue?*y Circumstance 

Ee as be may fere he was at lest 1012 

Bot so)) J?is is fat att his moder hest 

Be-forne Alia dureinge fe mete space 

The childe stode lokeinge in fe kinges face 1015 

IT This Alia kinge haf of fis childe grete wonder 

And to fe Senator he seide a none 

Whos is fat faire childe fat stondef 3onder 

.1. note qwod he be god and be seinte lohn 1019 

A moder he haf e bot fader haf e he none 

J)at .1. of wote and schortly schortly in a stounde 

He tolde Alia howe fat fis childe was founde 1022 

IF Bot god woote qwod fis Senatowr also 

So vertuouse a leuere in my lyf 

Sawhe .1. neuer as sche . ne herd of moo 

Of worldly wemmen . Maiden or wif 1026 

.1. dar wele sale sche had leuer a knyf 

Thoruhe hir breste fan bene a womman wik 

There is no man couf e iDringe hire to fat prik 1029 

% 'EowQ was fis childe as like vn to custance 

As possible as is a creature to be 

This Alia haf e f e face in remembrance 

Of Dame Custance and f ere-oii mused he 1033 

If fat f e childes moder weer ouht sche [leaf 77, back] 

That is wif and priuely he siht 

And sped him fro fe table fat he myht 1036 
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IF Par faye fonht lie fe fantome is in niyn liede 

.1. liaulit demen of skilful luggement 

J5at in ]je salt se my wif is dede 

And afterward he maade liis Argument 1040 

"What wote .1. if fat crist hire ha J? hider sent 

.Mi. wyf he see as wele as he hire sent 

To my contre from fens fat sche was went 1043 

IF And after none home wif f e Senatour 

Gof e Alia for to seen f is wonder chaunce 

This Senato?/r dof alia a grete honoure 

And hastely sent after Custance 1047 

Trustef wele hire liste nouht to daunce 

Whan fat sche wiste where for was fat sonde 

Ynnef e vp ypon hire feete sche myht stonde 1050 

IT Whan Alia sauhe his wif faire he hire grete 

Aiid wepped fat it was reuf e for to see 

ffor att f e first loke he on hire sette 

He knewe wele verraile fat it was sche 1054 

And for sorwe as domhe stant as a tre 

So was hir hert schette in hire distresse 

When sche rememhred his vnkindenesse 1057 

If Twys sche swownede in his owen siht 

He wepe and him excusef pitusly 

God q^/od he and his Halowes briht 

So wisly of my soule as haue mercy 1061 

That of ^oure harme as gelteles am .1. 

As. is Moris my sone so like ^owre face 

Elles fe fende me feche out of fis place 1064 

IT Longe was f e sohynge and f e bitter peine 

Or fat hir wofnl hertes myht cesse 

Grete was was f e pite for to here hem pleine 

Thoruhe whiche pleintes gan her woo encres 1068 
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I. pray 30W al my laboz^r to relese 

.1. maie noulit tel hir woo vn-to to inorwe 

.1. am so wery to speke of hir sorwe 1071 

IT Bot fynally whan J?at pe sof e is wist 

That Alia gilteles was of hir woo 

.1. trowe . an .C. times bene fei kist 

And suche a blisse is ]?ere be-tnex hem two 1075 

That sane]) fe ioy fat lastej) euer mo [leaf 78] 

There is none like fat any creatnre 

Ha])- seen or schal while Jje werlde maye dure 1078 

IT Tho praide sche hir husbond mekly 

In releueinge of hir longe pitous pyne 

])Si he wolde praie hir fader s[p]ecialy 

That he of his hihe Magestee enclyne 1082 

To vowchesaue som day wij? him to dyne 

Sche praide him eke he scholde be no weie 

Vnto hire fader no worde of hir seie 1085 

IT Som men wold sey ho we fat fe Childe morice 

Dof fis Message vn-to fis Emperoz^r 

Bot as .1. gesse Alia was nouht so nyce 

To him fat was of so souereigne hononre 1089 

As he fat is of cristen folke f e floure 

Sent any Childe but it is bet to deme 

He went him selfe and so it maie wele seme 1092 

IT This Emperoure haf graunted gentilly 

To come to denere as he him besouht 

And wele rede .1. he loked besyly . 

Ypon fis child . and on his doubter f ouht 1096 

Alia gof e to his Inne as him ouhte 

And array for fis feste in euery wise 

As fcrforfe as his comynge maie suffise 1099 
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H The morwe cam and Alia gan him drosse 

And eke his wif fis emiperovr for to mete 

And forfe Jjei redde in loy . and in gladnesse 

And whan sche seyhe hire fader in fe strete 1103 

Sche lihtej? adoune and fallef him to fete 

ffader quod sche joure 3onge childe Constance 

Is nowe ful clene oute of 3onre remembrance 1106 

IF .1. am 3oiire douhter Constance quod sche 

That whilome 3e sente vnto Surrye 

It am .1. fader fat in salt see 

Was put alone and dampned for to dye 1110 

Goode fader to 3owe J. crye 

Sende me no more^ in to heyj^ennesse i^remte^utieainrecq 

Bot fonke my lorde here of his kindenesse 1113 

IT Who kan J?e pytous loy tellen all 

Be-twixe hem free seffen fei hue fus ymett 

Bot of my tale make an ende .1. schali 

The day golpe fast .1. wil no longer lette 1117 

This gladde folke to denere f>ei hem sette [leaf 78, back] 

En loy a'nd blisse att fe mete .1. lete hem dwelle 

A. fonsand folde wel mor fan .1. can telle 1120 

IF J)is Childe Moris was sifen l^miperovr 

Maade befe pope an lened Cristienly 

To Cristes chirche he dide grete hononre 

Bot I. lat al his storie passen bie 1124 

Of Constance is my tale sekerlie 

In olde Eomeyne gestes men mai finde ^ 

Moris lif .1. here it nouht in mynde 1127 

IT This kinge Alia whan he his time seie 

Wif his Custance his holy Avif so swete 

To Ingelonde bne f ei comen f e riht weie 

Where as fei leue in loy and in qnyete 1131 
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Bot litel while it lastep .1. 30we liete 

loy of fis werlde for time wil noii3t abide 

ffro day to nylit it cliaiingej? as fe tide 1134 

^ Who so lenej? euer in suche delite a daie 

Jjat ne meued eyj?er conscience 

Or ire or talent or sumkin afraie 

En vie or pride or passion or offense 1138 ' 

.1. ne saie hot fis ende Jjis sentense 

]?at litel while in loy or in plesance 

Lastef fe blisse of alia wij> Constance 1141 

IT ffor def fat take]? of hihe and louhe his rent 

"VYhan passed was a 3ere euen as .1. gesse 

Onte of fis werlde kinge Alia he hente 

ffore whome Constance hafe ful grete heuinesse 1145 

IsTow latt vs preyne God his soule hlisse 

And dam Constance fynally to seye 

To warde fe toune of Eome gofe- hire weye 1148 

IT To Eome is comen is comen J?is holy creature 

And fyndejje here frendes hole and sonnde 

iNow is sche scaped al hir a-ventnre 

Whan sche hir fader ha]) founde 1152 

Donne on hir knees fallep sche to grounde 

Wepeinge for tendurnesse in hert blife 

Sche herief god a .C. jjousand sijje 1155 

IT In vertu and holy almosdede 

Thei leuen al . and neuer a sonder wende 

Til dej?e depart hem J?is lif fei lede 

An fare no we wele my tale is att an ende - 1159 

]S"owe ihesu criste ]?at of his myht maye sende [leaf 79] 

loy after woo gouerne vs in his grace 

And kepe vs al fat bene in Jjis place 1162 

Explicit fabula leg^5 periti. 
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Incipit prologns Armigeri. [on leafni 

OWre Ost vpon Jiis stereps stode anone 
And seide goode men herkenef eueryclione 
This was a frefty tale for fe nones 

Sir pariche preste qwod he for goddes bones 1166 

Tel vs a tale as was fi forward ^ore 
.1. se welee fat 3e lerned men in lore 
Can muchel goode he goddes dignite 

The person him anseward benedicite 1170 

What eyley ]je man so sinfuly to swer 
Owr oste anseward lankin be 30 fere 
.1. smel a loller in f e wynde qziod he 
How good men qwod onre oste herkenef me 1174 

Abidef for goddes deyne passione 
ffor we schal haue a predicacione 
This loller wiH: prechen her sumwhat 
JSTay be my fader sowle fat sal he nat 1178 

Seid f e swyere her schal he nonht preche 
He schal no gospel glosen here ne teche 
He leuef al in f e grete god he 

He wolde sowen sum difficulte 1182 

Or sprengen cokel in oure clone corne 
And f ar-for oste .L warne f e be-forne 
Mi loly body . schal a tale teH 

And .1. schal klynken 30W so mery a bell 11 86 

J5at .1. schal waken al f is compaignie 
Bot it schal not bien of philosophic 
!N"e fisleas ne turnies quey?2te of lawe 
There is bot litel latine in my mawe 1190 

Explicit^ prologus. 
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Incipit fabula . ion tea/ 79: 

tt Sarray in fe londe Tartary . 
Ther dwelled a kinge fat werred Eussy 
)?oruhe wMclie fere deyed mony a douhti man . 
J>is nobil kinge was cleped Kambynskan 12 

Whiclie of Hs time wlias of so grete renone 
Thar fere nas nonliewere in no Eegione 

So excellent a lorde in al f inge 

Him lakked nouh fat longed to a kenge 1 6 

As of fe secte of wliiclie fat lie was borne [leaf 79, back] 

He kepped bis laye to wbicbe fat be was sworne 

And f er-to be was barde wise aiid ricbe 

And py to us and Inste alwaie ylycbe 20 

Sof e of bis worde benigne and bont/?'able 

Of bis corage as any Centre stable .i. centrum celi. 

Jonge fresscbe and stronge in armes desirous 

As any bacbillier of al bis bouse 24 

A faire person be was and fortunate 

And kepped alwaie so wele roiale astate' 

J?at f er nas noubewbere sucbe a man 

fis noble kinge f is tartaryn Cambynskan 28 

Had tuo sonnes on Eltbeta bis wif 

Of wbicbe f e eldest bibt Algarsif 

Tbe tof er was cleped Camballo 

A doubte bad fis worf i kinge also 32 

J?at 3ongest was and bibt Canace 

Bot for to tell 3owe al bir beaute 

It life noubt in my tunge ne in myne sowneinge 

.1. dar noubt vnder-tak so bibe a finge 36 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Myn ynglisse eke is insufficient 

It most bene a Eector excellent 

That coufe vse colours longeinge for fat art 

3 if lie schold liire discryue any parte 40 

.1. am none suche .1. most speke as .1. can 

And so be-fel wlian fat fis Cambynskan 

Haf e tuenty wynter borne his Diad erne 

As he was wonte fro jere to 3ere [T deme] 44 

He lete f e feste of his ]N"atiiiite 

Done crien foruhe Sarray his Cite 

j)e last Idus of Mars after fe 3 ere 

Phebus f e sonne ful loly was and clere „ ' 48 

For he was nyhe his exaltacion 

In Martes face and his mansion 

In Aries fe Colerik f e hote signe 

Ful lusty was f e weder and benygne 5^ 

For whiche fe foules a-3ein fe sone schene 

"What for fe seson and f e 3onge grene 

Ful loude songe hire affections 

Hem semed han geten hem protections 56 

A3eine fe swerde of wynter kene aiid colde 

This Kambynskan of whiche .1. haue 30 w tolde 

In Eoial vestment sitte on his dese [leaf 803 

Wif Dyademe ful hihe in his paleyce 60 

And halt his feste solempne and so riche 

J)at in fis werld ne was fer none it lyche 

Of whiche if .1. schal tel al fe arraye 

J?an wolde it Occupie a somers dale 64 

And eke it nedef nouht to deuise 

Of euery cours fe order of hir seruise 

.1. wil nouht tel of hir strange sewese 

E"e of hir swannes ne of hire heronsewese 68 

Eke in fat londe as tellen knygtes olde 

Jper is sum mete fat is ful deynte holde 

fat in f is lande men reche hot smal 

J5ere is no man fat maie reporten al 72 
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.1. wil noulit tarien 30W for it is p?'/me 

For it is no fruyte bot losse of time 

In to my ferst pnrpos .1. wil haue my recours 

And so be-fel fat after fe fred cours 76 

While fat J?is kinge sitte fiis in his nobley 

Herkenynge his mynstralles here finges pley 

Be-forne him att f e borde deliciously 

In at fe hall dore al sodeynly 80 

fere com a knyht vpon a stede of bras 

And in his honde a brode meroure of glas 

Ypon his f ome he had of golde a renge 

And be his side a naked swerde hanginge . 84 

And vpe he ridef to f e hihe borde 

In all f e haH ne was fere spoke a worde 

Eor merveile of f is knyht him to be-holde 

FuH besily f ei way ten 3onge and olde 88 

This strange knyht fat cam f us sodanly 

Al armed saue his hed ful richelye 

Salued f e kinge f e qwene and f e lordes all 

Be order as f ei .seten in f e hall 92 

Wif so hihe reu[e?']ence and obeissance 

als wele in speche as in countenance 

j)Sit Gawen wif his olde Curtasie 

Thouhe he come a^eine oute of fayre 96 

"Ne couf e him nouht amende wif no worde 

And after f is be-for f e hihe borde 

He wif a manly voice seide his mesage 

After f e forme vsed in his langage . 100 

'WitJi-oute vice of sillable or letter [leaf so, back] 

And for his tale scholde seme f e better 

Accordant to his wordes was his chiere 

As techef arte of speche hem fat it lere 104 

Albeit fat .1. ne can soune his stele 

'Ne can nouht cleme ouere so hihe a stele 

3it seie .1. fis as to comen entente 

pus muche amontef al fat euere he mente 108 
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If it so be fat J. haiie it in my mynde 

He saide J>e kinge of arabie and of ynde 

My liege lorde on J>is solempne daye 

Salue]) 3owe as he best can and maie 112 

Ande sendep 3owe in honoz^r of 3o-vvre feste 

Be me fat am redie al att 3oure heste 

This stede of bras fat Esily and wele 

Can in fe space of a daie JSTaturele 116 

This is to saie in .xxiiij. houres 

Where so 30wh lust in dronht or in schoures 

Beren 3oure body in to euery place 

To whiche 30ure herte wilnej? for to pace 120 

Wif-oute wem of 3owe foruh foule or faire 

Or if 30we liste to flie as hihe in fe Eyre 

As dof an E[g]le whan him list to sore 

Jpis same stede schal here 30 we euer more 124 

"Wif-oute harme til 3e be fere 30W list 

Thow fat 36 slepen vpon his bak or rist 

And torne a3eine wif writhinge of a pinne 

He fat it wronht couf e ful mony a gynne 128 

He waited mony constillacion 

Or he had do f is operacion 

And knewe ful mony a scale and mony a bonde 

This Miroiire eke fat .1. haue in myne honde 132 

Haf snche a myh[t]e fat men maie in hit se 

Whan fere schal fal any aduersite 

Yn-to 30ure Eegne or to 3onre self also 

And openly who is 30iLre frende or foo 136^ 

And one al f is if any lady briht 

Haf e sette hire hert on any maner whiht 

If he be false [she] schal his treson see 

His newe lone and al his subtilite 140 

So oppenly fat fere schal no f inge hide 

Where-for a3ein f is lusti somer tide 

This mirrour and fis ringe fat 3e maie see peafsi] 

He haf e sent to my ladie Canacee 144 
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5owre excellent douhter fat is liere 

The vertue of ]?is ringe if 36 wil here 

Is jjis ]?at if hire list it for to were 

Vpon hir fome or in hir purse it here 148 

There is no foule J?at iliej? vnder heuen 

J?at sche ne shal vnder-stonde his steuen 

And knowe his meneynge openly and pleyne 

And answere him in his langage a3eine 152 

And euery grasse Jat growej? vpon rote 

Se schal wel knowe and whom it wil do bote 

Al be his wondes neuer so depe and wide 

IT This naked swerde fat hinge]? be my side 156. 

Suche vertue haj? fat what man so it smyte 

Jjoruhe oute his QXiaour it wil kerue and bite 

Were it as fikke as is a braunched oke 

And what man fat is wonded wif fe stroke 160 

Schal neuere be hole til fat 30U list of grace 

To stroke him wif f e plat in f ilke place 

There he is hurte f is is as muche to seine 

5e most wif f e platte swerde a-jeine 164 

stroke him in f e wounde and it wil close 

This is a verrei sof e wif-outen glose 

It failef nouht whiles it is in 30ure holde 

^ And whan fis knyht hafe fus his tale tolde 168 

He ridef e oute of f e hall and doune he liht 

His stede which fat schone as sonne briht 

Stant in f e courte stille as any stone 

):)is knyht is to his chambre lad anone 172 

And is armede and is to f e mete y-set 

The presentes bien ful richely .y-fett 

This is to seine f e swerde and f e mirrour 

And borne a-none vnto fe hihe toure 176 

Wif certeine oficeres y-ordeyned fere fore 

And vnto Canacee f e ringe is bore 

Solemply f er sche sit att f e table 

Bot.sekurly wyf-outen any fable 180 
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The hors of bras fat maye iiou3t be remewed 

It stant as it were to J?e gronnde y-glewed 

Jper male no man oute of fe place it driue 

For none engyne of windas or poliue 184 

And cause whi for fei can non3t pe craft cieaf 8i, back] 

And jjer-for in fe place f ei bane it laft 

Til fat fe knitb hafe tanbt hem fe manere 

To -voyden him as 3e sclial after here 188 

Grete was fe pres J?at swarmed to and fro 

To gauren on fis bors fat stondef so 

For it so bibe was a7id brode and longe 

So wele proporcioned for to be stronge 19^ 

Bibt as it were a stede of Inmbardie 

Tber-wif so borslye and so quik of eye 

As it a gentil poileys courser were 

For certes fro bis taile vn-to bis ere 196. 

IN'ature ne art kouf e him noubt mende 

In no degre as al f e peple wende 

Bot euer-more bere most wonder it was 

How fat it couf e gone and was of bras 200 

It was of faire as f e peple semed 

Diuerse folke diuersely baue demed 

As mony bedes as mony wittes fere bene 

f ei mormorede as done a swarme of bene 204 

And maden skilles after bire fantasies 

Eebersinge of f e olde poetries 

And seide it was like to be pegasee •** ^*i«® pecasusi 

* ^ ^ [1 ^rst, pedasdus] 

J)e bors fat bade wenges for to flee 204 

Or elles it was f e grekes bors Sinon 

J)at broubt troye to destructione 

As men f is olde gestes rede 

Myne berte quod one is euer-more in drede 212- 

.1. trowe som men of armes beiie far inrie 

Tbat scbapen bem f is Cite for to wynne 

It were ribt good f inge fat al sucbe wer knowe 

Anofere rowned to bis felowe lowe 216- 
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And seide lie Ijed for it is rajer like 

An apparence made be some magik 

As I'ogelours pleyne att fes festes grete 

Of sundry finges fus ]?ei langle and trete 220 

As lewed peple demej? comnnlye 

Of ]?inges fat bene more maad soubtillye 

Jpan Jjei can in her lewdenes comprebende 

J?ei demen gladdely to J?e badder ende 224 

And some of bem wondren on fe myrronre 

Jat borne was vpe ynto fe maister toure 

Howe men mibt in it sucbe finges see [leaf 82] 

Ano]?er ansewarde and seide it mibt wele bee 228 

I^aturaly be composicions 

Of Angeles and of slybe reflexions 

And seide J}at in Eome was sncbe one 

jpei speke of alocen and vitilione 232 

Of Aristotle fat write in bir lines 

Of wbeynte merorous and of wbey/zte perspectiues 

As knowen jjei fat bane bire bokes berde 

IF And ofer folke bane wondred on fe swerde 236 

)pat wolde perce forabe enery finge 

And fel in specbe of Tbeople fe kinge 

And of Acbilles for bis queinte spere 

Por be coufe wif it bof e bele and dere 240 

Eibt in sncbe wise as men mai wij? fe swerde 

Of wbicbe ribt nowe 3e bauen 3oure seluen berde 

]?ei speken of sundri bardinge of Metal 

And speke of Medecines fer wif al 244 

And bowe and wban it scbold barded be 

Wbicbe is knowe algat vnto me 

Tbo speke fei of Canace ringe 

And seyden al fat sncbe a wonder f inge 248 

Of craft of ringes berde f ei nener none 

Sane fat be Moyses and kinge Salomone 

Had a name of knnynge of sucbe arte 

Thus seine f e peple and drawen bem aparte 2b% 
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Bot najjeles sum seide fat it was 

Wondre to maken of feren assche glas 

And ^it is iion3t glas not like Aschen of ferene . 

Bot for Jjei han knowen it so feme 256 

THer-for cesej? hir langelinge and hir wonder 

As sore wonder sum of cause of fonder 

On liepe on flode on gossomere and on myst 

And al finge til lie fe causes wist 260 

})us langele fei and demen and deuise 

Til fat fe kinge gan fro his borde arise 

Phebus baf laft fe angel Meredyonal 

And 3it ascendinge was fe best Eoyal 264 

The gentil Lion wif his Aldrian 

Whan fat f is Tatre kinge Kambiuskan 

Eos fro his borde f er as he satt ful hihe 

Be-forne him gof e f e lowde Minstralcye 268 

Tin he came vnto his chambre of paramentes [leaf 82, back] 

Ther as f ei sownen diuers In[s]trumentes 

)pat is like an heuen for to here 

ITowe dauncen lusti venus childern dere 272 

Tor in f e fissche her lady satt ful hihe 

And lokef on hem wif a frendely eye 

This noble kinge is sette vppon his trone 

This strange knyht is fette to him ful sone 276 

And on f e daunce he gof e wif Canacee 

Here is f e reuel and f e lolyte 

fat is not able a dol man to deuise 

He most han knowe loue and his seruise 280 

And bene a festely man as fressche as maye 

fat scholde 3 owe devisen suche arraye . 

Who couf e tellen 3 owe f e forme of f e daunces 

So vnkouf e and suche frisshe contenance '284 

Suche lokeinges subtile, and dissimilignes 

For drede of lelowsy mennes p^rceyueinges 

Ko man bot Launcelet and he is dede 

There-for .1. pas ouer of al f is lustihede 288 
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.1. saie no more Bot in fis lolines 

.1. lete hem to men to «oper hem dres 

The stewarde bidde]? spices for to hihe 

And eke ]?e wine in al fis Melodye 292 

j)G vssheres and pe esquiers bene y-gone 

The spices and pe wine be come a-none 

Thei ete and dronke and whan J?is had an ende 

In to fe temple as reson was fei wende 296 

The seruice done fei sowpen al be daye 

What nede]) 30W rehersen hire arraye 

Iche man wote wele fat att ])e kinges fest 

Ha]? plente to fe maste and to fe lest 300 

And deintefes mo fan be in my knowynge 

And Si&ter soper go]? ]?is noble kinge 

To seen ]?is hors of bras wy]? al a route 

Of lordes and of ladis him aboute 304 

Suche was Jpere on ]?is hors of bras 

]?at se]?en ]?e grete sege of troy was 

Thar as men wonderden on an hors also 

!N"ewas ]?ere suche a wondrynge as was }?o 308 

Bot finaly ]?e kinge axe]? ]?is knyht 

}?e vertue of fis courser and fe myht 

And praied him to tel his gouernance [icafss] 

The hors anone began to trippe and daunce 312 

"Whan fat Jje knyht laide honde vpon J?e ryne 

And seide sir ]?er is no mor to seine 

Bot whan^fe luste to ride any where 

3e most triii a pinne fat stant in his ere 3 J 6 

Whiche .1. schal tel 30W be-twene vs tuo 

5e mot neuen him to' what place also 

Or to what cuntre fat 3 one lust to ride 

And whan 3e come fere as 3e lust to abide 320 

Bid him descende and tril anof ere pinne 

For f ere-in life f e effect of al f e ginne 

And wil doune descende and done 3owre wili 

And in fat place he wil abide stiH 324 
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GROUP F. § 3. squire's talk Lansdowne MS. 

If al J)e werld had j?e contrarie swore 

He schal not fens be frowe ne bore 

Or if jju luste bidde him fens gone 

Tril fis pinne and he wil vanessche a-none 328 

Owte of f e siht of euerj nianer whiht 

And come a3eine be it daie or nyht 

Whan fat 30we lust to klepen him a^eine 

In suche a gise as .1. schal to 30we seine 332 

Betwexen 3owe and me a7id''pB.t ful sone 

Ride whan 30 w luste f cr is no more to done 

Enformed whan fe kinge was of fe knyht 

And hafe conseyued in his witte a riht 336 

The manere and J?e forme of ali f is f inge 

Eul glad and blife fe noble douhti kinge 

Eepeiringe to his reuel as be-forne 

The bridel is in to fe toure y-borne 340 

And kepped amonge his lewels leue and dere 

The hors vanissed .1. not in what manere 

Owte of her siht 3e gette no mor of me 

Bot fus .1. lete in lust and lolite 344 

fis kambynscan his lordes festinge 

Til wele nyhe fe daie be-gan to springe 

[One line hlanJc in the MS. J 

[PART IL] 

The norice of digestion is slepe 
Gan on hem winke and bad hem take kepe 348 
That muche mete and labur wold haue rest 
And wij? a galpinge moufe he al hem kest 
And .seide fat it was time to lye a-downe 
Eor blode was in his dommacione [leaf ss, back] 352 

Chirisef blode naturs frende qiwdi he 
Thei f onken him galpinge be two be f re 
An euery whiht gan drawene him to his rest 
As slepe hem bad fei toke it for fe best 356 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Hir dremes sclial noulit be told for me 

Ful was here heuedes of fumosite 

That cause]) dreme of wiche f er is no charge 

Thei slepen til it was pWnie large 360 

The most parte hot it were Canace 

Sche was ful mesurable as wemmen be 

For of hir fader had sche take hix leue 

To go to rest sone after it was eue 364 

Hir lust iiou3t apalled for to hue 

For on fe morwe vnfestlyche for to se 

And sleped hir furst slepe and wooke 

For suche a ioye sche in hire hert toke 368 

Bofe of hir wheynte ringe and of hir meroure 

))at twenty times sche chaunged hir coloure 

And in hir slepe riht for impressione 

Of hir meroure sche hadde a visione 372 

Where for or pat J?e sonne vp gan glide 

Sche cleped vpon hire Maistres hire be-side 

And seide pat hir luste for to rise 

Thes olde wemme pat bene gladly wise 376 

As is her Maistres answard hire anone 

And seide Madame wheder wil 9e gone 

Thus erely folke been al in rest 

.1. wil quodi sche arise for me lest 380 

Ko longer slepe hot to walken aboute 

Hire Maistres clepepe wimmen a grete route 

And vp pei resen wele ten or twelue 

Yp risep ffrische Canacee hire selue 384 

As Eody and briht as peyhe pe 3onge sonne 

pat in pe ram ten degres is vp ronne 

I^oon hier was he whan sche redy was 

And forp sche walkep esili apase 388 

Arraid afte pe lusti seson suote 

Lyhtly for to pleye and walk on fote 

I^ot bot .V. or .vj. of hir Mein3e 

For in a trenche fere in pe parke gop sche 392 
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<jRoup F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

The vapor whiclie fat fro Jje er]?e glode . 

Make]? fe sonne to seme rody and brode 

Bot najjeles it was so faire a siht [leaf 84] 

)3at it maad ali hir hertes for to lilit 396 

"What for fe seson and fe morneynge 

And for ]3e foules J3at sche lierde singe 

For riht anone sche wist what fei mente 

Eiht he hir songe and knowe al her entente 400 

The knotte whi pat eue^y tale is tolde 

If it be taried til lust be colde 

Of hem fat han it herkened after 3 ore 

The sauoure passefe euer J?e langere more 404 

For fulsomnesse of prolixite 

And be J?is same reson penkef me 

.1. schol vnto pe Knotte condesce/zde 

And make of hire walkinge sone an ende 408 

Amydde a tree for-drie as white as chalke 

As Canacee was pleyinge in hir walke 

Ther sat a fawcon oner hir hened fnl hihe 

That wip a pitons voice so gan to crie 412 

That al pe woode resed of hire Crie 

[And beten hadde hire self* so pitonslye] [MS Reg. is c ii, Uaf^ni 

wip hope hire wenges til pe rede blode 

Ean endlonge pe tre per as sche stode 416 

And euer in one sche cried alweie and schryht 

And wip hir beke hire seluen so sche piht 

pat pere ne was tigre ne cruel beste 

pat dwellep eyper in wode or in foreste 420 

pat nolde haue wepped If pat wepe he coupe 

For sorwe sche shreyht for hir alweie so lowpe 

For par nas neuer 3it man on line 

If pat .1. coupe a faukon wele discriue 424 

pat herd of suche anoper of fairnes 

As wele of plumage as of gentilnes 

Of schap of pat pat myht rekened be 

A faukon peregryne pan semed sche 428 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Of fremed londe and euer-more as sche stode 

Sche swowned now and now for lak of blode 

Til wel nyhe is sche fallen fro fe tree 

This faire kinges douhter fis Canace 432 

Jiat on her finger bare fe wheynte ringe 

Thorwe whiclie sche vnderstod wele eiiery finge 

fat any foule may in his leden seine 

And kowde ansewere him in his leden a^eine 436 

Hafe vnderstonde J?at J?is faukon seide 

And wel nyhe for reufe almoste sche deide 

And to fe tre sche go^Q ful hastely [leaf 84, back] 

And on fis faukon loked ful pitously . 440 

And held hir lap abrode for wele sche wist 

The fawkon most fal fro ]je twyst 

Whan fat it swoned next for lak of blode 

A longe while to waite hire sche stode 444 

Til att fe last sche spak in fis manere 

Ynto ]?e hauke as 3e schal after here 

IT What it j?e cause if it be to teH 

That 3e bue in J?is furial peine of heH 448 

Qz^od Canacee vnto fis hauke aboue 

Is fis for sorwe of dej»e or losse of loue 

For as [I] trowe fes bene causes two 

J5at Causen moste a gentil hert woo 452 

Of oper harme it redejj not to speke 

For fi 3oureselfe vpon ^oure self 3owe Wreke 

Whiche fat prouef wele fat eyf er ire oi drede 

Mot bene encheson of 30ure crewel dede 456 

Sen fat .1. see none of er whiht 30ue chace 

Eor loue of god so do 30wre self grace 

Or what maye be 3oure helpe for west nor este 

JSTe sawhe .1. neuere ar no we no brid no beste 460 

That ferd wif him self so pitously 

3e slee me wif 30ure sorwe yerrayly 

.T. haue of 30we so grete compassione 

For goddes loue com fro f e tre a-downe 464 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And as .1. ain a kinges donhter trewe 

If fat J. verrayly fe cause knewe 

Of yowre disease if laie in my myht 

.1. wold amend it or j?at it wer nylit 468 

As wissely helpe me grete god of kinde 

And lierbes schal .1. riht y-nowe finde 

To hele wiffe 30wre hurtes liastely 

Tho sckright J?is fankon more pitonsly 472 

Than eiier sche dede and fel to grounde a-none 

And lief on swowne dede as any stone 

This Canace hafe in hir lappe hir take 

Yn-to fat time sche gan of swonne a-wake 476 

And after fat sche of swowne gan a-braide 

Eiht in hir hankes loden f us sche seid 

That pite rennef sone in gentil hert 

Feleynge is similitude in peines smert 480 

Is proued al daie as men maie it see peaf85j 

As wele be werke as be auctorite 

For gentil hert kepef gentillesse 

I. see wele fat je hane of me destresse 484 

Compassione my faire Canacee 

Of verrey wommanly benyngnite 

J5at nature in ^oure pnnciples haf e sett 

Bot for no hope for to fare f e bett 488 

Bot for to obeie ynto 30ure hert fre 

And for to maken of e?^e be war be me 

As be f e whelpe chastized es f e lyon 

Eiht for fat cause and for fat conclusion . 492 

While fat .1. haue a. leiser and a space . 

Myne harme .1. wil confessen ar .1. pace 

And euer while fat one hire sorwe tolde 

f e tofer w^eped as sche to water wolde 496 

Til fat f e faukon bad hir to be stiH 

And wif a sike f us sche seide hir tiH 

There .1. was bred alas fat ilke daie 

And fosterd in a roche of Marble graie 50Q 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

So tenderly J?at no ]?inge eyled me 

.1. wist nouht wliat was aduersite 

Til .1. koufe JBlie ful hihe vnder J>e skye 

Tho dwelled a tarselet me fast bye 504 

Jpat semed wele of al gentillesse 

Al were he ful of treson and of falsenesse 

It is wrapped vnder humble charite 

And vnder hiewe of trowje and in suche manere 508 

ynde[r] plesance and vnder besi peine 

Jjat no wyht couj) haue wende he couj? feyne 

So depe in greine he deiede his coloures 

Eiht as a serpent hide]? him vnder floures 512 

til he may se his time for to bite 

Eiht so fis god of loue Ipocrite 

Dofe so his cerimonijs and obeiceances 

And keped in semblant al his obseruances 516 

And sounej) in to gentilles of loue 

As in to a tombe is al fe faire a-boue 

And vnder is ]je cours suche as .1. wote 

Swyche was fis ypocrit bofe colde and hoote 520 

And in fis wise he serued his entent 

fat saue ]?e fende no man wist what he mente 

Til he so longe had wepen a[n]d compleyned [leaf 85, back] 

And mony a 3 ere his seruice to me feyned 524 

Til j)at myne herte to pytous and to nyce 

Al Tnnoce of his crowel malice 

For-fered of his dej? as jjouht me 

Ypon his ofes and his surete 528 

Graunted him loue vpon ]?is condicione 

fat euer mo myn honoure and renoune 

Were saued boj? pnue and aperte 

This is to seine j?at after his desert 532 

J. 3af him al myn herte and al myn fouht 

God woote and he and ofer wise nouht 

And toke his hert in chaunge of myne for aye 

Bot sojje is seide gon sifen mony a daye 536 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

A trew wilite and, a, fefe fenke}? nat one 

And whan lie sawe ]?e finge so fer y-.gone 

That .1. grannted him fully my lone 

In suche a gise as .1. haue seide a-houe 540 

And jeuen him my trewe herte as fre 

As he swore he jaue his hert to me 

Anone f is Tigre ful of donblenesse 

Fele on his knees vnp so deuoute humblesse 544 

With hihe reuerence and as be his chier 

So like a gentil louere of manere 

So rauesshed as it semed for ]?e loye 

Jat nener lason ne Paris of troye 548 

lason certes ne none o'pere man 

Syn lamej? was fat alfer first be-gan 

To louen two as writen folke by-forne 

"Ne nener sife Jje first manne was borne 5o2 

Ke coujje man be tuenty fousand parte 

Counterfete J?e sophimes of his arte 

Ne war worjji to vnbokle his galoche 

Ther dowblenesse or feynei^zge schold aproche 556 

Ne so koufe Jonke a whight as he did me 

His manor was an heuen for to see 

Til any womman were sche nener so wise 

So peynted he and kembe]) att pinte denise 560 

Als wele is worde as his countenance 

And .1. so loued him for his Obeissance 

And for ]je treujje .1. demed in his herte 

:That if so were fat any finge him smerte 564 

Al ware it neuer so liteland .1. it wiste [leaf 86] 

Me fouht .1. felt dej? att myne hert twiste 

And schortly so fer forfe fis f inge went 

fat my witt haf his willes Instrument 568 

This to seine my will obeide his wiH 

In al finge as fer as reson fitt 

Kepeinge f e boundes of my worschip euere > 

Ne neuer had .1. finge so lefe ne leuere 572 
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GKoup F. § 2. squiee's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

As him f god woote ne nener schal no mo 

This last longer fan a 3ere or two 

That .1. supposed of him no J^inge hot goode 

Eot finaly Jjus att j?e laste it stode 576 

That fortune wolde ]jat he most twynne 

Owte of Jat place whiche ]?at .1. was inne 

Where me was woo it is no questione 

.1. kan nou3t make of hit discripcione 580 

For finge dar .1. teH boldely 

J. knowe what is pe peine of de]?e J)er-by 

Suche harme .1. felte for he ne myht be-leue 

So on a daye of me he toke is leue 584 

So sorwfully eke fat .1. wende yerrayly 

That he had feled as muche harme as .1. 

Whan fat J. herd him speke and sawe his hiewe 

!Bot nafeles .1. fouht he was so trewe 588 

And eke fat he repaire scholde agayne 

Wif inne a lite while sof e to seine 

And reson wolde eke fat he mot go 

¥or his honour as oft happef so 592 

fat maade vertue of necessite 

And toke it wele sef f e fat it most he 

As J. best myht .1. hidde fro him my sorwe 

And toke him by fe honde seint lohn to borwe 596 

And seid f us . lo .1. am joures al 

Bef e suche as J. haue . hue to 30we and schal 

What he answarde it nedef nouht reherse 

Who can sei bet fan he whou kan do werse 600 

Whan he haf al wele seide fan haf he done 

Ther-for be-houef him a ful longe spone 

fat schal eten wif a fende f us herd .1. seie 

So att f e last he mote forf e his weye 604 

Andforf e he flyef til he cam where him listo 

Whan it com him to purpos for to riste . 

I trowe he hadde f ilke text in mynde . [leaf se, back] 

])at al f inge repaireinge to his kinde 608 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

GladeJ) him selfe fus seine men as .1. gesse 

Men loue of propre kinde newefangelnesse 

As birdes done fat men in cage fede 

For foulie fe nykt and dale take of hem hede 612 

And strewe hir cage faire and soft as silke 

And 3iue hem suger hony brede and melke 

Jit riht anone as fat his dore is buppe 

He wiffe wif his fete wi[l] sporne doune his cuppe 616 

And to fe wode he wil and wermes ete 

So new fongel be fei of her mete 

And louen none leu^res of propre kinde 

ISq gentiUes of male hem binde 620 

So ferde f is tarselet alas fis daie 

fouhe he ware gentil borne frische and gaie 

And goodly for to see and humble and free 

He sawe vp-oii a time a kite fie ^'2i 

And sodanly he loued fis kite soo 

fat al his loue is clene fro me goo 

And haf his trouf e falsed in f is wise 

f us baf e f e kite my loue in her seruise 628 

And .1. am lorne wif-oute remedie 

And wif fat worde f is fawkon gan to crie 

And swowned eft in Canace barme 

Grete was f e sorwe of fat haukes harme 632 

That Canacee and al hir wemmen maade 

Thei nest howe fat f ei myht f e faukon glade 

Bot Canace home beref hir in lappe 

And softely in piastres gan Mr wrappe 636 

f er as scbe wife hire beke hadde hert hir seiue 

!Nowe can nou^t Canace bot herbes delue 

Oute of f e grounde and maken salues newe 

Of herbes precious and fyne of he we 640 

To helen wif f e hauke fro daie to nyht 

Sche dof e hire besines and al hir myht 

And be hir beddes hede sche maade a mcwe 

And couerd it' wif veluetes blewe 644 
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pRoup F. § 2. squire's tale. Lansdowne MBi 

In singne of treufe fat is in wemme[n] seene * 

And al wife-oute fe niewe is peynted grene 

In wliiche war peynted as fis fals fowles 

As bien Jjis tideues tarseletz and owles . 648 

Eilit for dispite was peinted hem by side . [leaf 87] 

Pyes on hem for to crie mid Chide 

Thus lete .1. Canace hir hanke kepeinge 

.1. wil no more nowe speke of hire ringe 652 

Til it come eft to purpos for to seine 

Howe ])at fis fawkon gatt hir lone a^eine 

Kepentant as J)e storie telle]? vs 

Be Mediacion of Camballns 656 

])e kinges son of whiche .1. 30 we tolde 

Bot hense forfe .1. wil proces holde 

To speken of aventures and of batailes 

fat 3it was nener herde so grete merveiles 660 

ffirst wil .1. ten 30we of Cambynskan 

That in his time mony a Cite wan 

And aft^r wil .1. speke of Algarsif 

Howe fat he wanne Theodora ta his wif 66% 

Eor whan ful oft in grete pmle he was . . 

-t^e had he bne holpen be fe hors of bras 

And after wil .1. speke of Camballo 

J?at fauht in listes wif f e breferne tno 668 

ffor Canace ar fat he my[ht] hir wynne 

And fere .1. left J. fenke a3eine be-gynne 670 

Bot .1. wil here nowe maake a knotte [8 spurious UnesJ 

To f e time it come next to my lotte • 

Tor here be felawes behinde an hepe treulye 

fat wolden talke ful besilye 4 

And hane her sporte as wele as .1. 

And f e dale passef fast certanly 

Therefore oste takef nowe goode heede 

Who schaH next teil and late him speede 8 

Explicit fabula Armigeri . 
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Incipif prologMs vxoris/. de Bathe . ion ?m/87] 



'X- 



* 



THan sckortly ansewarde fe wife of Bathe \ 1 ^^ 

And swore a wonder grete liafe / sj?urioi(s ^ 

Be goddes bones .1 wil tel next I ^'''^' 3'^ 

.1. win nouht glose bot saye Jje text ^ 4 

Experiment pouKe none auctorite 1 

Where in f is werlde is riht y-nouhe for me 
To speke of woo fat is in mariage 

For lordeinges sen .1. twelue 3ere was of Age 4 

Jponked be god fat eterne alyue 
Hosbondes att fe cherche dor .L haue hadde five 
If .1. so oft myht haue wedded be 

Bot al were worf i men in here degre . 8 

Bot me was tolde certein nou3t longe a-gon es [leaf 87, back] 
J5at sefen criste ne went neuer bot ones 
To weddeinge in f e Gane of Galile 

That be Jjilke ensample tauht he me 12 

))at .1. ne scholde wedded hue bot ones 
Herke eke loo suche a scharpe worde for fe nones ' 

Be side a weH ihesu god and man 

Spak in repreue of fe Samaritan .16 

J?ou hast hi-hadde fyve husbondes qwod he ' 

And fat iike man fat nowe haf e f e 
Is nouht fin husbonde fus seide he serteine 
What he ment f erby .1. kan nouht seine 20 

Well . !Bot fat .1. ax. whi fe fift mane ^ 

Was none husbonde to f e Semaritane 
How many myht sche haue in mariage ' 
Jit herd .1. neuer tell in myne age - 24 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. lansdowne MS. 

vpon fis nombre diffinicione 

Men male devine and glosene vp and downe 

Bot wele .1. wote expresse wif-oute lye 

God bad vs wax and multiplye 28 

Jpat gentil tixt can .1. wele vnder-stonde 

Eke wele .1. be seide myn linsbonde 

Scbolde lete fader and moder and tak to me 

Bot of no nombre mencione maade be 32 

Of bygamy or of octagamye 

"Wbi scbolde y fan of it bane velanye 

Loke bere Jje wisman kinge Salomon 

.1. trowe be bad wyues mo fan one 36 

!N'ow wolde god it leuefuH were to me 

To be refrescbed balf so oft as be 

Wbicbe jift of god bad be for al bis wyves 

E'o man bafe sucbe fat in fis werld on lyiie is 40 

God wote fis noble kinge as to my witt 

J?e first nybt be badde mony a mery fitt 

WiJ) icbe of bem so wele was bim on live 

Blissed be god fat .1. bane wedded fyue 44 

Welcome be f e sext wban fat ener be scbaH 

For sof e J. wil nou^t kepe cbaste in ali 

Wban myn bnsbonde is from f e werlde gone 

Son cresten man scbal wedde me a-none 48 

Tor fan f e Apostle seif e fat .1. am fre 

To wedde on goddes balue wbere it likef me 

He seif e to be wedede is no sinne Melius e^-^ nnbere 

Better is to be wedded fan to berne <1^^^^^ ^^ ^''^^^^'^ 

Wbat rekkef e me fonbe folke seie velanye 53 

Of scbrewed lamef and bis Bigamye 

•I. wote wele Abrabam was an boly man 

And lacob eke as fer as enere y kan 56 

And ecbe of bem bad wyves mo fan tno 

And mony anof er boly man also * 

Wber can 3e seye in any maner age 

J;at vs god defended Mariage ^0 
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Be expresse worde .1. praie 3 owe telle]) me 

Or wliere cowzmaunded lie Yirginite 

.1. wote as wele as ^e it is no drede 

The Apostle whan he spekefe of Maidenhede 6 4 

He seide J?ere-of precept had .1, none 

Men mai consel a womman to bene one 

Bott connseillinge is no comandement 

He put it in owre owen lugement 6S 

For had god co??2manded maidenhede 

]?an hadde he dampned wedinge wij? f e dede 

And certes if jjere were no sede .L-sowe 

virginite fan where-of schold it growe 72 

Poule dorst nouht commanden att Jje leste 

A finge of whiche his maistre 3af him none heste 

The darte is sett vp for virginitee 

Chase who so maye . who so rennej? best let see 76 

Bot fis worde is nouht take of euerj whiht 

Bot fere as god wolde gif it of his myht 

.1. wote wele fat fe Apostle was a maide 

Bot !N'af eles f ouhe fat he wrote or saide 80 

He wolde fat euerj wight were suche as he 

AB ne is bot coimseiH to virginite 

And for to be a wif he 3aue me lene 

Of Indulgence so is it of no repreue 84 

To wedde me if fat mj ; make dye 

Wif-oute excepcione of bigamye 

Al were it goode no womman for to touche 

He ment as in his body or his couche 88 

For periH is bof e to touche and for to assemble 

Je knowe what f is ensample maie resemble 

j)is bR and sor^ime he helde virginite 

Mor periite fan wedded in frelete . 92 

Freelte clepe .1. nouht bot fat he and sche [leaf $8, back] 

Wolde lede here life al in chastite 

.1. graunte it wele .1. haue none envye 

f ouhe maidenhed prefer bygamye 9G 
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SIX-TEXT 337 

GROUP B. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. - 

It like]) hem to be cleiie in body and goste 

Of myne astate .1. wil make no boste 

For wele je knowe a lorde in his housholde 

Hafe nouht euery vessel of golde 100 

Some biene of tree and done lorde seruise 

God clepe]} folke to him in sunder wise 

And eueryche haj? of god a proper jift 

Som fis . som fat . as him like J? to schift 104 

Yirginite is grete perfectione 

And conscience eke wi]? denocione 

Bot crist fat of perfection is well 

Bad nouht eue?y whight he schold sett 108 

All: fat he hadde and ^iue it to f e pore 

And in suche wise folowe him and his lore 

He spak to hem fat wolden leue perfitelye 

And lordeynges be joure leue fat am nou^t .1. 112 

J. wyl be-stowe f e jB^owre of al myne age 

In charite and fruyte of Mariage 

Tel me also to what conclusione 

Were membres maade of generacione 116 

And of so perfit wise and why y-wrouht 

Trestef riht wele f ei were nouht maad for nouht 

Glose who so wiH and sei bof e vp and doune 

fat fei were maad for purgacione 120 

Of vryne . and owre bof e f inges smale 

Were eke to knowe a female frome a male 

And for none of ere cause what seie 30 noo 

fe experience woote it is nou3t soo 124 

So fat f e clerkes be not wif me wrof e 

.1. sei f is f et fei maked hue for bof e 

f is is to seine for Office and for ese 

Of engenderinge fe^-e we nouht god displese 128 

Whi scholden men elles in hire bokes sette 

fat man schal ^elde to his wife his dette 

!N^owe where-wdf scholde he paye his payment 

If fat he ne vsed his sely instrument 132 
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SIX-TEXT 338 

GROUP D. § 1. ivife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Tlian were Jjei maade vpon a creature 

To purge vryne and eke for engendrure 

Bot .1. sei iiou3t fat euery wyht is holde [leaf i89]- 

jjat-hafe suche hernays as .1. to 30W of tolde 136 

To gone and vsen hem in engendrure 

Than scholde men take of chastite no cure 

Criste was a mayden and schapen as a man 

And mony a seinte sofjj fat fis werlde began 140 

3it leued jjei euer in pe/'fite charite 

.1. nyl envye wij? no virginite 

Lete hem ete brede of pured whete sed 

And late vs wyues ete barly brede 144 

And 3it wif barly brede Marke tel can 

Owre lorde ihe^^u refrissched mony a man 

In suche astate fat god haf cleped vs 

.1. wil perseuere .1. am nouht precious 148 

In whifehode wil .1. vse myne Instrument 

As frely as my maker haf it sent 

If .1. be daungerous god gif me sorwe 

Myne husbond schal it haue bofe eue and morwe 152 

Whan fat him luste com forf e and paie his dette 

An husbond J. wil haue .1. wil not lette 

Whiche schal be bofe my dettowr and my fraH 155 

And haue his tribulacione wif aH , ^^^^S^^ 

V pon his flesche while fat .1. am his wii muUer. 

.1. haue f e powere dureinge al my lif 

Ypon his pr6>pre body and not he 

Eiht fus fe Apostle tolde to me 160 

And bad owre husbondes for to loue vs wele 

Al f is sentens me likef euery dele 

Yp stert f e p^^rdoner and fat anone 
J^owe dame qwod he be god and be seinte lohii 164 
3e bue a noble prechoure in f is cas 
.1. was aboute to wed a wif alas 
What schold .1. by it on my flesche so dere 
Jit had .1. leuere none wedde to 3ere 168 
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SIX-TEXT 339 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS, 

ALide q^iod sche Mi tale is nou3t be-gonne 

Nay Jjoii sclialt drinken of a nojj^re tonne 

Are fat .1. go sclial sauere wers fan ale 

And wlian fat .1. hane tolde forfe my tale 172 

Of tribulacione in mariage 

Of whiche .1. am experte in myne age 

This is to seye Mi-self liaf be f e wbippe 

fan maist fou cbese weder fou wilt scippe 176 

Thilke tonne fat .1. schal a-broche [leaf 89, back] 

Be ware of it er fou to nybe aproche 

For [I] scbal teii ensamples mo fan tenne 

Wo so fat wil be war of of ere menne 180 

Be him schal of er men correct be 

f is same wordes writef e tholome 

Eide in his almagist and take it pare 

Dame .1. praye 30 we if ^oure wil were 184 

Said fis pardoner as ^e began 

Tel forf 3owre tale spare for no man 

And teche vs 3onge men of 30ure practike 

Gladly quodi sche if it male 3 owe like . 188 

Bot fat .1. praie to al fis compaignye 

If fat .1. speke after my fantasie 

As takef e not a greue of fat .1. sale 

For myne entent is nouht bot for to pleie 192 

Nowe sires fan sclial .1. tel 3 owe my tale 
As euere most .1. drink wyne or ale 
,1. schal seie sof e f e hiisbondes fat I. had 
As fre of hem were riht good and tno were badde 196 
The fre were godemen and riche and olde 
Ynnef myht f ei f e state holde 
In whiche f ei were bounden vnto me 
3e wote wele what .1. mene of fis iparde 200 

As god me help .1. lauhe whan .1. f inke 
Howe pytously a nyht J. maade hem swynke 
Bot be me feie .1. told of hit no store 
f ei hadde me 3eue hir londe and here tresore 204 
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SIX-TEXT 340 

GROUP D. § 1. wipe's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Me neded iiOTi3t do longer diligence 

To Wynne her loue and done liem reuerence 

Tliei loued me so wele be god aboue 

Jat .1. ne tolde no deynte of here loue 208 

A wise womman wil bisie hire euere in one 

To gete hire loue 3e ]?are as sche hafe none 

Bot sefjje .1. hadde hem holy in myne honde 

And siffe fat fei hadde 3if me al hir londe 212 

"What schold .1. take hem for to plese 

Bot if it were my profit and myne ese 

Bot .1. set hem so awerke be my faye 

pat mony a nyht Jjei songen walawaye 216 

The bacon was nou3t fette for hem .1. trowe 

That sum men haue in Essexe att Donnemowe 

I gouerne hem so wele after my lawe [leafgo] 

That iche of hem ful blisful was and fawe 220 

To bringe me gay finges fro f e fayre 

Knyves ringes and purees wel fayre 

For god it wote .1. chidde hem spitously 

!N"owe herkenef e howe .1. bare me propu[r]ly 224 

Je wise wyves fat can vnder-stonde 

Thus scholde 3e speke and here hem wronge on honde 

For halue so boldely fer can no man 

Swere and lye as a womman can 228 

.L seie nouht fis be wives pat bue wise 

Bot it be whan pet pei hem mis-avise 

A wise wif schal if pat sche can hire gode 

Bere him on honde pat pe cowe is wode 232 

Aiid take wittenes of hire owen maide 

Of hir assent Bot herkenepe how .1. saide 

Sir olde keynard pis is pin arraie 

Whi is my neihbors wif so gaie 236 

jSche is honoured ouer al wher sche gope 

.1. sette att home .1. haue no prifty elope 

What dedest pou att myn neihbors house 

Is sche so feire ert pou so amerouse 240 
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SIX-TEXT 341 

GROUP D. §1. wife's PREAMBLE. Lansdowne MS. 

What roune 30 wif oure maide benedicite 

Sire olde lichour lat fi lapes bue 

And if .1. haue a gossib or a frende 

Wif-oute gilte 36 cbide as a fende 244 

Jif fat .1. walk or pleie in-to his house 

Thowe comest home as dronke as mouse 

An prechest on J»i bynche wij? yuel preue . 

Tho seid to me it is a grete Meschief 248 

To wedde a pouer womman for costage 

And if fat sche be riche of grete parage 

J^an seist fat it is a tormentrie 

To suffur hire pride and malancolie 252 

And if fat sche be faire f ou verre knave 

Thow seiste fat euery hullur wiii hir have 

Sche maie no while in chastite abide 

That is assaide vpon iche a side 256 

Thowe seiste som folke desire us for oure richesse 

Som for oure schappe and some for owre fairenesse 

And sum for sche.kan eyfer singe of ere daunce . 

)5us seyse f ou wernard god 3eue fe meschaunce 260. 

Some for her hondes and her armes smale [leaf 90, back] 

)?us gof e al to f e deuel be f i tale 

J)ou seiste men maie nou3t kepe a castel waH 

It maye so longe assailed be ouer all 264 

And . if fat sche be foule f ou seist fat sche 

couetef e euery man fat sche maie see 

For as a spanyel sche wil on him lepe 

Til fat scie iinde sum man fat wil hir chepe 268 

JSTe none so grei goos gof e fere in f e lake 

As seiste f ou fat wil bue wif-owten make 

And seist it is an harde f inge for to welde 

A wyght fat no man wil his fonkes helde 272 

Thus seiste f ou lorel whan f ou gost to bedde 

And fat no wise man nedef for to wedde 

And no man fat entendef to f e heuene 

Wif wilde fonder dint and fire leuene , . .276 
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SIX-TEXT 342 

GROUP D. § 1, wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS.^ 

Mot j>i welked nekke he to-broke • 

Thow seist fat dropinge howses a7id eke smoke 

And chidinge wyves maken men to flye 

Owte of her owen lionse a benedicite 280 

What eylejje suche an holde man for to chide 

]70U seist we wiues wil owre vices hide 

Til we be fast and fan we wil hem schewe 

Wele maie fis be a prouerbe of a schrewe 284 

Thou seist fat oxen assen hors and honndes 

fei buen assaide att diners stonndes 

Easyns lauours er fat men hem bye 

Spones stoles and suche hnsbondrie 288 

And so buen clof es pottes and of ere araies 

Bot aren of wemmen maked none assaies 

Til f ei be wedded olde dotard schrewe 

And seystowe we wil fan owre vices schewe 292 

Thou seiste also fat it displesef me 

Eot if f ou wilt preis my beute 

And bot f ou poure alwei vpon my face 

And clepe me faire dame in euery place 296 

Bot f ou make a fest on f ilke dale 

Joat .1. was borne and make me frische a7id gaie 

And bot f ou do to my IsTorise honoure 

And to my chambre wif-inne my boure 300 

An to my faders folke and his allyes 

Thus seist f ou olde barel full of lyes 

And 3it of oure -prentise lankyn [leaf 9ij 

For his crispe here schyneinge so gold fine 304 

And for he swyers me bof e vp and downe 

Jit hast f ou f ouht and false suspecione 

.1. witt him noiiht f ouhe f owe were dede to morue 

Bot tel me f is whi hides f ou wif sorwe 308 

The kayes of f i kist aweie fro me 

.It. is my good as wele as fine parde 

What wenes f ou maake an Ideot of owr dame 

'JSTowe be fat lorde fat calle is seint lame 312 
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SIX-TEXT 343 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Thowe schalt nouht bojje fotilie fat J?ou were wode 

Be maistre of Mi body and my goode 

j)8it on foil schalt for-goo mawgreve fine ey3en 

What helpef it on me enqnere and spien 316 

.1. trowe f oulie fou woldest loke me in f i cliist 

Jpon schold seie wif go where as 30W liste 

Take 3owre disporte .1. wil not leue no tales 

.1. knowe 30W for a good wif Dam Ales 320 

We lone no man fat take kepe or charge 

Where fat we go we will be at owre large 

Of al men blissed mot he be 

The wise Aslrologen Dam Ptholome 324 

That seif f is pronerbe in his Almagest 

Of al men his wisdome is hiest 

J)at rekkef nouht who haf f is werlde in honde 

Be fis p?'ouerbe f on schalt wele vrivld-stonde 328 

Haue f one .I.-nowhe what fare f e rekke or kare 

Howe merely fat of e[r] folke fare 

Tor certes olde dotterd be 3oure leue 

3e schal haue qweynte riht . ynowhe att eue 332 

He is to grete a nigarde fat wil warne 

A man to lyht a candel att his lanterne 

He schal haue neuere f e lesse liht pa^^de 

Haue f ou .I.-nowhe f e far not pleine f e 336 

Thou seiste also fat if f ou make vs gaie 

Wif Clof einge or wif precious araye 

fat it is peril of owre chastite 

And 3it wif wordes f ou moste enfors me .340 

And seie f es wordes in f e Apostles name 

In Abite maad wif chastite and schame 

Je wemmen schold apparel 3 owe quod he 

And nou3t in tressede here and gay perre 344 

As perel ne wif gold ne clof es riche Deaf 91, back] 

Aftere f i tixte ne after f i rubriche 

.1. wil nout wirke as muche as a gnatte 

Thou seide als fat .L was like a catte 348 
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SIX-TEXT 344 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Bot who so wolde seigne a catte scynne 

fat wolde ]?e cat wele dwelle in his Inne 

And if fe catt skynne be skyke and gaie 

Sche nil nouht dwel in honse halue a dale 352 

Bot forfe sche wiH or any dale be dawede 

To schewe hir scynn and go a Caterwawede 

This is to sei .If .1. be gaie s^V sch^ewe [i a leuer has been 

-P „ . , -n/r -I n r» . i SCTOtcJlt OUt after 

.1. wii nnne out My boreii lor to sschewe thehintMswora.-] 

Sire olde foole whatte helpe]? fe to spyen 357 

Theihe pou preie Argus wij? his hondred ey3en cSos"^^* 

To be my wardecors as he can best 

In feipe he schal nou3t kepe me bot if me list 360 

3ite coupe .1. maake his berde so mut .1. J?e 

Thow seist eke pat pere be pinges pre 

The whiche pinges troublen al pis erpe 

And pat no whiht ne maye endure pe ferpe 364 

leue sir schrewe ihesu schort pi lif 

jet prechest pou and seist an hateful wif 

.I.-reknyd is for on of pis meschaunces 

Bene pere none oper maner resemblaunces 368 

That 3e maie likken jowre parables to 

Bot jif a sely wif be on of po 

Thou likenest wowma?2nes loue to heH 

To Bareine londe per water maie not dwelle 372 

Thou likenest it also to wilde fire 

pe more it bernep pe more it hape desire 

To consume any pinge pat brent wolde bee 

pou seist riht as wermes schendep a tree ' 376 

Biht so a wif distreyep hir husbonde 

This knowe pei pat bue to wyues bonde 

IF Lordeynges riht pus as je haue vnder-stande 

Bare .1. stifly myne olde hu[s]bondes on hande 380 

pat pus pei seiden in her drunkennes 

And pat he had suspecion and lelousenes 

On lankyn and on my nefe also 

O lorde pe peine .1. ded hem and pe woo 384 
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SIX-TEXT 345 

G^ROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Ful giltelesse be goddes swete pine 

For as an hors .1. confe hope bite and whyne 

,1. coufe pleine . and .1. -was in ]>e gilte peaf 92] 

Or elles oft time .1. bad bue spilte 388 

Wbo-so fat first to meS come]} first grindejj 

.1. j)leyned first so J. owre werre stintef 

Tbei were ful gladde to excusen bem ful bliue 

Of Jjinge wbicbe fei gilt neuer ber Ijue 392 

Of wencbes wolde .1. beren bem on bonde 

Wbann fat for seke ynnej? fei mybt stonde 

5it tikeled J. bis bert for fat be 

Wend .1. badde of bim so grete cberte 396 

,T. swore fat al my walkynge be nybt 

Was to aspye wencbes fat be dibt 

Ynder fat colour bad .1. mony a myrf e 

For al sucbe witte is 3eue us in owre birf e 400 

Desceite wepeynge spynnywge . god baf e 2eue if Faiiereflerenere 

- _ _ <5edit deus in 

To womman kindely while fat f ei male leue Muiiere 

And f us of f inge .1. auaunt me 

Att f e ende .1. bad f e beste in ycbe degre 404 

Be sley^t or force or be sum manere f inge 

As by continuel murmur or gruccbinge 

Kamely abedde bad f ei muscbaunce 

Tber wolde .1. cbide and do bem no plesance 408 

.1. wolde no longer in f e bedde abide 

If fat .1. felte bis arme ouer my side 

Til be bad made bis raunson vn-to me 

Tban wolde .1. suffre bim do bis nycete 412 

IT And f er-for euery man f is tale .1. telle 

Wyue wbo so male al ber for to seH 

Wif f e empty bande men may none baukes lure 

For wynynge wold .1. al bis lust endure 416 

And make me a feyned appetite 

And ^it in bacon bad .1. neuere delyte 

Tbat maked me fat euer y wolde bim cbide 

For f oube f e pope bad sette bim be side 420 
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SIX-TEXT 346 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

I wold iiou3t spare Hm att Ms owene borde 

Tor be my tronfe .1. wMte him woide for worde 

As helpe me verrei gode ommpotent 

Jouhe J. scbolde riht nowe make my testament 424 

.1. ne liawe him a worde fat it nes quitte 

.1. brouht it so aboute be my witte 

}jat he mot ^eue it vp as for J>e best 

Or elles had we neuer bue in rest 428 

For Jjouhe he loked as a lyone [leaf 92, back] 

Jit scholde he faile of his conclusione 

Jjan wolde .1. sei goode leue take kepe 

Howe Mekely lokef wilkin owre schepe 432 

Com nere my spouse lat me ba fi cheke 

5e scholle be al pacient and meke 

And hane a swete spiced conscience 

Sen 3e so preche of lobis pacience 436 

Suffre]? al-weie synne 3e so wel can preche 

And bot 3e do certeine we schol 30we teche 

pat it is faire to haue a wif in pes 

One of vs mote bowen donteles 440 

And sippe a man is more resonable 

Than womman is sir 3owe must be more snffreable 

What eylej) 3owe to gruche pus and grone 

Is it for 30 wolde haue myn queynte alone 444 

Whi take it al lo haue it euery dele 

Petere .1. schrewe 3owe bot 3e loue me wele 

For . if .1. wolde selle my bele chose 

.1. coupe walke as fresche as a rose 448 

Bot .1. wil kepe it for 3oure owen tope 

5e be to blame be god .1. saie 30W sope 

Suche maner wordes had we on honde 

% Now wil .1. speke of my ferpe husbonde 452 

My ferpe husbonde was a reueloure 

This is to sey he had a paramowr 

And .1. was 3onge and ful of ragerie 

Stiborne and stronge and loly as a pye 456 
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SIX-TEXT 347 

GROUP D. § 1. wiFE.^s PREAMBLE. Laiisdowiie MS. 

Lorde liowe couf e .1. daunce to an harpe smale 

And singe .I.-wis as any nyhten-gale 

Whan .1. hadde dronke a drawht of swete wyne 

Metelinge fe foule cherle fe swyne 460 

That wij? a staf beraft his wif here lyf 

For sche dranke wyne. fouhe .1. had bne his wif 

Ke scholde he nonht haue daunted me fro drinke 

And after wyne of venns must .1. finke 464 

For also seker as colde engenderej? haile 

A Hkerous moujje most haue alikerous taile 

In womman vi[n]olent is no defence 

Jis knowen lichours hue experience 468 

Bot lorde criste whan ]jat it remembre]? me 

Ypon my ^oulpe . and my lolyte . 

It tikele]? me aboute myne herte Eote [leaf 93] 

Ynto ]?is daie it do]? myne hert bote 472 

That .1. haue had my werlde as my time 

Bot age alas fat oR wil envenyme 

Hafe me be-raft my beaute and my piffe 

Lat go fare wele fe deuel go J»ere wij}]?e 476 

The floure is gone fere is no more to telle 

})G bran as .1. best can no we mot .1. selle 

Bot 3it to be riht merye wolde .1. fonde 

ITow forfe to tell of my ferfe husbonde 480 

.1. sei .1. had in herte grete dispite 

fat he of any ofer had delite 

Bot he was qwytte be god and be seinte lose 

.1. maade him of fe same wode a crose 484 

]^ot of my body in no foule manere 

Bot certeynly .1. maade folke suche chiere 

fat in his owen gres .1. maade him frie 

For angers and for verraie lelousye 488 

Be god in erf e J. was his purgatorye 

[TOr whiche .1. hope his soule be in glorie 

Tor god it wote he satte ful ofte and songe 

Whan fat his scho ful bitterly him wronge. 492 
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SIX-TEXT 348 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preakble. Lansdowne MS, 

For fere was none saue gode and lie fat wiste 

In mony wise where J. him twiste 

He dyed whan .1. cam from lerusaleme 

And lyef in a graue vnder fe rode heme 496 

Al nys is toumbe not so curious 

As was J?e sepnlcre of him Darius 

Whiche fat Appelles wrouhten soubtely 

It nys hot wast to beri him preciously e 500 

Lat him fare wele god 3eue his sowle rest 

He is nowe in his graue and in his chest 

No we of my fift husbond wil .1. tell 

God lat neuer his soule come in hell 504 

And 3ete was he to me f e most schrewe 

fat fele .1., on my ribbes al be rewe 

And euer schal vn-to myne endeynge dale 

Bot in owre bedde he was so fressche and gaie 508 

And f er-wif also wele couf e he me glose 

"Whan fat he wolde haue my beie chose 

fat f ouhe he hadde me bette on euery bone 

He coufe winne a-^eine my loue a-none 512 

.1. trow .1. louede him bette for he [leaf 93, back] 

Was of his loue daungerous to me 

We wemmen haue if fat .1. schal nouht lye 

In fis manere a qweynte fantasy e 516. 

Whayte what f inke we may nouht lyhtly haue 

Jpere-after wil we crie al dale and crane 

For-bede us f inge and fat desiren we 

Pres on vs fast and fan wil we fie 520 

Wife daungier owten we al oure chafre 

Gret pres att f e Market makef dere ware 

And to grete chepe is holde att littel pris 

fis knowef euery womman fat is wys 524 

My venus husbonde god his soule blisse 

Whiche fat .1. toke for loue and for no richisse 

He sumtyme was a clerke of Oxenforde 

And had left scole and went att home to horde 528 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Wiffe my gossibbe dwelinge in oure toune 

God bane biro sonle bire name was Alison 

Scbe knewe myne bert and al my pn'uete 

better fan onre pariscbe pr6'ste so mot .1. fe 532 

To bire be-wryed .1. my counseH att 

For badde my bnsbond pissed on a watt 

Or done a finge fat scbold bane cost bis lif 

To bir and to anofer worfi wif 536 

And to my nece wbicbe J. lone wele 

.1. wolde bane tolde bis connsel enery dele 

And so .1. dide fnl often god it wote 

fat maade bis face often rede and bote 540 

For verray scbame and blamed bim-selfe for be 

Had tolde to me so grete a p?"inete 

And so it be-feH fat ones in a lente 

So oft time .1. to my gossip wente 544 

For ener 3it .1. loned to be gay 

And for walke in marclie ajprile and Maie 

Fro bons to bons to berken sondaye tales 

J)at lankin clerke and my gossib dam Alice 548 

And .1. my selfe in-to fe felde wente 

Myne bnsbond was att Londen al fat lente 

.1. badde f e better leyser for to pleie 

And for to see and eke for to be seie 552 

Of Insty folke wbat wist .1. wbere my grace 

Was scbapen for to be or in wbat place 

Tbere-for maade .1. my visitacions peaf 94j 

To vigiles and to processions 556 

To precbeinge eke and to f is pilgrimages 

To pleis of Miracles and of Mariages 

And wered vpon my gaie scarlet Gytes 

Tbis wermes ne f es monbtes ne fis mytes 560 

Vpon my perel fete bem nener a dele 

And wost f on wbie for f ei were vsed wele 

!N"owe wil .1. telle forf e wbat bapped me 

■.I. sale fat in f e felde walked wee 564 
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SIX-TEXT 350 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble, Lansdowne MS. 

Til trewely we had suche daliance 

fis clerke and .1. fat of my pnrueance 

,1. spak to him and seide how fat he 

.If .1. were wedowe scholde wedde me 568 

For certeinly .1. saie for no bobance 

fat was .1. neuer 3it wif-oute purueance 

Of mariage ne of of er f inges eke 

.1. holde a mannes witte nouht worf e a leke 572 

fat haf bott one hole to sterte vnto 

And if fat faile fan is fat al y-do 

[I bare hym on honde he hadde enchannted me i?3"^26*Y^f m 

My dame taught me that subtilte ^^""^ ^^' 

And I seide I mette of hym all nyght 577 

He wolde haue shamed me as I ley vp-right 

And my bedde was verey blode 

But yite I hope that ye shuH do me good 580 

ffor good blode be-tokenyth Golde as I was taught 

And att was fals I dremed of hym right noght 

But as I folowed my Dames lore 

\a line misst in the MSi] ] [MS E 3. 26 extract stops] 

Bot nowe sire lete me se what .1. schal seyne 

A ha be god .1. haue my tale a-jeine 

Whan fat myn faire husbonde laie on here 

.1. wepe al gate, and maad sory chiere 588 

As wives moten for it is vsage 

And wif my kerchef kouerde my vesage 

Bot for fat .1. was purveide of a make 

.1. wepe bot smale and fat .1. ynder take 592 

To cherche was my husbonde borne on morwe 

Wif neyhbors fat for him maad sorwe 

And lankin oure clerke was on of f o 

As helpe me god whan fat .1. sihe him go 596 

Affeter f e here me f ouht he hadd a peire 

Of leges of feet so clene and faire 

fat al my herte .1. jaf vn-to his holde 

He was .1. trowe tuew[n]ty winter olde 600 
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GROUP B. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

And .1. was fourty . if fat .1. schal seie sofe 

Bot 3it .1. had alwaie a coltes tof e 

Gate tofede .1. was and fat be-come me wele 

.1. had fe pn'nte of seint venus seale 604 

As helpe me god .1. was a lusti one 

And faire and riche and ^onge and wele be-gone 

And treuly as myne husbonde tolde me [leaf 94, back] 

.1. hadde fe best quoniam fat myht be 608 

[if or certis/ I am all/ fulli reueryan . [Haxi. 1758, z/95, in margin] 

In felyng/ & myn herte ali: marcian . 

Yenus/ me yaf* my lust/ my liky^ig/ & licorousnes/. 

And Mars/ gaf/ me my stiirdi hardy nes/.] 612 

Myne asscendent was taurus and mars ^stq inne 

Alas alas fat euer loue was sinne 

.1. folowed ay myne Inclinacioii 

Be vertue of mye constillacioii 616 

fat maade me .1. couf e nou^t wif-drawe 

Mi chambre of venus frome a goode felawe 

fyet/ haue I a marke of/ Mars vp-on my face . CHajri.i758 z/95 

*-'' ' I ^ '^ m margin] 

And also in another/ pryue place . 

ffor god so wisse be my saluacion . 

I louyd neuyr/ bi non discrescion . 

But euyr/ folewid myn appetite . 

AH/ were he schort/ long/ blak/ or white . 624 

I toke no kepe so that/ he liked me . 

How pore he was/ ne eke of" what/ de^re .1 CHaxi. 1758 ex- 

' / o J tract stops] 

What scold .1. seie bot at f e monef es ende 

This loly clerk lankin fat was so hende 628 

Haf e wedde me wif grete solempnite 

And to him 3af .1. al f e londe and fee 

fat euere was me 3euene fare before 

Bot afterwarde repentede me ful sore 632 

He wolde suffer no f ing of my lust 

Be god he smote me ones on f e luste 

for fat .1. rent oute of his booke a lef 

fat of fat stroke myne eren wexen def 636 
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GROUP D. § 1. wiFE^s PREAMBLE, Lansdownc MS. 

Sfcylborne .1. was as is a lyonesse 

And of my tonge a verreie langeleres 

And walke .1. walde as .1. had do "be-forne 

Frome house to honse al fouhe he had it sworne 640 

For wij? often time he wolde preche 

And me olde romans gestes teche 

Howe he simplicius gallus left -his wif 

And hire for-soke for terme of his lif 644 

JSTot hot for hopen hede he hire seie 

Lokeynge oute att his dore on a daie 

Anofer Eomeyne tolde he me be name 

That for his wif was att a somer game 648 

Wij?-owte his weteinge he for-sooke here eke 

And fan wolde he vpon.his bible seeke 

fat ilke prouerbe of ecclesiast 

Where he commande]? and for-bedej? fast 652 

Man schal not suffur his wif go roile a-boute 

Than wolde he saie riht fns wif-onten donte 

If "Who so fat bildef his honse al of salowes Nofa 

And prikef his bhnde hors onere ]3[e] falowes 656 

And suffer]? his wif for seken halowes 

Is worfi to be honge on f e galowes 

Eot al for not .1. set not an hawe 

Of his prouerbes ne of his olde lawe . 660 

Ne .1. wolde nouht of him correct be [leaf 95] 

.1. hate him fat my vice tellef me 

And so do mo god wote of vs fan .1. 

f is maade him wife me woode al vtterly 664 

.1. nolde nouht for-bere him in no caas 

Nowe wil .1. seye 30we sof e be seint thomas 

Whi fat .1. rent oute of his boke a lefe . 

For whiche he smote me fat .L was defe QQ^ 

He had a booke fat gladly nyht and daie 

For his disporte he wolde rede al weie 

He clepede valerye and theofraste 

Att whiche boke he lauhe al-weye ful fast 672 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Ande eke pare was sum time a clerke in rome 
A Cardinale pat hiht seint lerome 
pat maad a boke a3eine lonynyane 

In whiclie booke eke per was torculane 676 

Crisippiis Trecula and helowys 
That was Abbas no-ii3t fer fro. panscbe 
And eke pe paraboles of Salomon 

Ovydes arte and bokes many one 680 

And al pis were bou?zdene in o velome 
And enery nybt and day was bis custome 
"WTian be bad leysere and vacacione 

frome oper werldly occupacione 684 

■ To red en on pis boke of wikked wyues 
He knewe of bem mo legentez and lines 
Than bue of goode wynes in pe bible 
Tor trustep wele it is an impossible ^'^% 

pat any clerke wil speken good of wyves 
Bot if it bue of boly seintes lyues 
JSTe of none oper womman neuere pe mc 
Who peynted pe lyon tel me wbo 692 

Be god if wemmen bad wreten stories 
As clerkes baue wip-inne hire oratories 
Thei wold haue wreten of men more wikkednesse 
pan al pe mark of Adam maie redresse 696 

The childern of Mercure and Yenus 
Bene in hire wirkeinge contrarins 
Mercurie loue wisdome and sciens 

And venus louep riote and dispens 700 

And for hir diners disposicion 
Sche fallep in oper exaltacion . 

And pus godde wote Mercurie is desolate iieaf95,back] 

In piscis where venus is exaltate 704 

And venus fallep pere Mercurie is reised 
]^ere-for no womman of no man is preised 
}0e clerke whan he is olde and maie nouht do 
Of venus werkes worpe his olde scho 708 
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SIX-TEXT 354 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Than sitte lie doune and write in his dotage 

That wemmen kan nouht kepe here Mariago 

Bot no we to pnrpos why .1. tolde ])e 

J)at J. was beten for a booke perde 712 

Ypon a nyht lankin fat was owre sire 

Eadd on his boke as he satte be fe fire 

Of Eue first fat for hire wykkednesse 

Was al man kinde first brouht to wrechednesse 716 

[for which Ihesu crist / him silff was sleyne ^^afk-]^^ ^^' 

that bought vs with his herte blood ageyne ^^nafthe^^uZ^.-i. 

lo here expresse of recorde / may ye fynde ^^^'^®^-l 

that woman was the loos / of al mankynde] 720 

fo redde he me howe sampson lost his heris 

Slepeinge his lemman kut it wiffe hire scheris 

Thorwhe whiche treson loste he bofe his ey^en 

J)o redde he me if fat .1. schal nouht ly3en 724 

Of Hercules & of Dyamyre 

fat caused him to sett- him self a fire 

[N'of inge forjate he f e penance and woo 

fat Socrates had wif f e his wyues twoo 728 

Howe fat ancippa kest pisse on his hede 

f is sely man satte stiH as he were dede 

He wype his hede no more dorst he seine 

Bot or fat fonder stinte comef a raine 732 

Of Phasipha fat was queene of Crete 

[For schrewednesse him f ouht f e tale swete 

!Fy speke no more it [is] a grisely f inge 

Of hire orrible lust and hir lykeinge 736 

Of Clitermistra for hir lycherie 

fat falsly maad hir husbond for to deye 

He red it wif ful good deuocion 

He told me for what occasion 740 

Amphiorax att Thebes lost his lif 

Myne husbond hadd a legent of his wife 

Eriphilem fat for a nouche of golde 

Haf e pn'uely vnto f e Grekes tolde 744 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS, 

Wliere fat- Iiir husboiid hid him in a place 

For wMche lie hadd att Thebes sori grace 

Off lima tolde he me . & of lncye 

fei hofe maade her husbondes for to deye 748 

That oone for loue ]?e tofer was for hate [leaf 96] 

Lyma hir husbonde on enen late 

Enpoysond had for fat sche was his foo 

Lucia likerons loned hire husbond soo 752 

J?at for he schold vpon hire alweie f inke 

Sche ^aue him suche a loue maner drinke 

fat he was dede or it was be f e morwe 

And fus algates husbondes haue sorwe 756 

Jpan tolde he me howe one latumyus 

Compleynede to his felawe Arius 

That in his gardyne groued suche a tre 

On whiche he seide fat his wyues fre 760 

Honged hem self for hertes dispitous 

leue brof er quod f is Arrius 

3 if me a plante of fat blisful tre 

And in my gar dine plantid it schal be 764 

^ Of latter date of wyues haf e he radde 

Jpat han sleyne here husbonde in her bedde 

And lete hire lychoure diht hire al f e nyht 

Whan fat f e cors laie in flore vpriht 768 

And sum haue dreuen nayles in here brayne 

While fat f ei slepe and fus f ei haue hem sleyne 

Some haue ^euen poyson in my drynke 

He spake more harme fan hert male be-finke 772 

And f erwif al he knewe of mo prouerbes 

J)an in f is werlde f er growen grasse or herbes 

Bet is quod, he fin habitacione 

Be wif a leoun or a foule dragoiie 776 

Jpan wif a womman vsinge for to chide 

Better is quod he hihe in f e rofe abide 

Jpan wif an angre wif doun in an hous 

J)ei bene so wikked a7id contrarious 780 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

fei liatef ]?at lier husbonde louef aye 

He seid a womman kest liir schame awaye 

Whan sche cast of Mre sinok and forJ?ermo 

A faire womman bot sche he chaste also 784 

Is like a gold ringe on a sowes nose 

Who walde wene or wold suppose 

J>e wo fat in myne hert was and pine 

And whan .1. sawe he wolde neuer fyne 788 

To reden on Jis cursed booke al nyht 

Al sodanly. fre leues had .1. plyht. 

Out of his boke riht as he redde and eke [leaf 96, back] 

.1. wij? my fiste so toke him on fe cheke 792 

pat in oure fire he fel bakward a-doune 

And he vp stert as dope a woode lyone 

And wij) his fist he smote me on pe hede 

J^at in J?e flore .1. laie as .1. ware dede 796 

And whan he sawhe howe stille fat .1. laie 

He was a-gast and wolde haue fledde a-waie 

Til atte fast owte of myne swohe .1. braide 

hastowe sleyne me false f efe .1. seide 800 

And for my lande f us hast f ou morf erd me 

Or .1. be dede 3it wil .1. kisse f e 

And nere he come and kneled faire a-doune 

And seide dere suster Alison 804 

As helpe me god .1. sclial f e neuer smyte 

);at .1. haue done it is fi self to wite 

ror-3eue it me and. fat .1. fe be-seke 

And 3it eft-sones .1. hitte him on f e cheke 808 

And seide f ef f us wil .1. me awreke 

IsTowe wil .1. deye .1. maie no longer speke 

Bot att f e last wif muchei care and woo 

We fen accorded be oure seluen tuoo 812 

He 3aue me al f e bride in myn honde 

To haue f e gouernance of owse and londe 

And of his tunge and of his honde also 

And maade him birne his boke anone riht fo 816 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

And wlian fat .1. had geten vn-to me 

Be maistre al J?e souerainte 

fan lie seide myne owen trewe wif 

Do as J?u lyst f e terme of al my lyf 820 

Kepe fine hononre and kepe eke my astate 

After fat dale we had neuere debate 

God helpe me so .1. was to him als kinde 

As any wyf fro danmark in-to hinde 824 

And also trewe and so was he to me 

.1. praie to god fat sitef in maieste 

So hlisse his sowle for his mercy dere 

iN'owe wil .1. seie my tale . if 3e wil here 828 



\The Wrangle "between the Summoner and Friar.l 

The frere lowhe whan he had herd al f is 
IN'owe dame q^^od he so haue .1. ioye or blis 
f is is a longe preamble of a tale 
And whan f e Somenowr herde f e frere gale 
^Lo qwod f e Somenowr be goddes armes tuo £nr4han be somen^ 
A frere wil entremete him ener mo o^^r herd% frereS' 

Lo godemen a flye and eke a frere 

win fal in euery dissche and eke matere 836 

What spekest f ow of preambulacione 
What amble or trote or pees or goo sitte adoune 
Thou lettest owre disporte in f is manere 
5e wil-tow so Somenoz^r qz^od f e frere 840 

IsTowe be fey .1. schal or fat .1. go 
TeH of a somenowr . suche a tale or tuo 
fat al f e folke schal lawhen In f is place 
!N"owe elles frere .1. be-schrewe f i face 844 

Qwod f is Somenowr . and .1. be-schrewe me 
Bot .1. tell: f e tales two or f re 
Of freres ar .1. come to sideingborne 
fat .1. schal make fine herte for to morne 848 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

For wele .1. wote ])i pacien is gone 

Owre oste cried pees and fat a-none 

And seide lat fe womman tel Mr tale 

Je faren as folken bien of ale 852 

Do dame tel forfe 3 owe tale and ]jat is best 

Al redi sire qwod sche riM as 30W lest 

Jif .1. haue lycence of fis worjji frere 

ais dame ^uod he teH forje bi tale J. wil here 856 



LANSDOWNE 237 (6-T. 358) 



SIX-TEXT 359 

GROUP D. § 2, wife's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



Incipit fabula vxoris de Batlionm . 

l!T fe olde dales of fe kinge Artlioure 
Of wliiche fat bretons speken grete honoure . 
AH was ])is land fulfilled of faire 
The Elplie queene wi]) liir loly compaignie 860 
Daunced withe-oute in mony a grene mede 
Jpis was fe olde opinion pat .1. rede 

.1. speke of mony a .C. ^ere a-go 

Eot now can no man see none elnes mo 864 

For pe grete charite and Ipe preiers 

Of lymytours and of oper pouere frers 

Jpat serclien eu^ry lande and euerj streme 

As Jjikke as motes in pe sonne beme 868 

Blissinge halles cliambres bowres 

Citees burgbes Castels bihe towres 

Thorpes bernes schipnes dayeries 

pis makep pat pere be no fairies 872 

For pere as was wonte to walke an elfe [Uaf 97, back] 

)?er walkep nowe pe limitowr him selfe 

In vndermeles and in mornejmges 

And seipe his Matines and his holy pinges 876 

As he gop in his visitacio?ine 

Wemmen maie go nowe sanely vpe and doune 

In euery bossche or vnder euere-y tre 

There is none oper Incubi^6' hot he 880 

And he wil do hem bot disononre 

And so fel it pat pis kinge Arponre 

Had in his house a lusty bachellier 

pSLt on a dale cam rideinge fro pe reuere SS4: 
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SIX-TEXT 360 

GROUP D. § 2. wife's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And happed a-lone as sche was "borne 

He sawlie a maiden walkinge him be-forne 

Of wMche maiden maugreue hire hede 

be verrei force he raft hir hir maidenhede 888 

For wiche oppression was suche clamoure 

And suche pnrsuyt vnto Idnge Arthoure 

That dampned was J3is knyht for to be dede 

Be cours of lawe and scholde haue lost his hede 892 

Parauenture suche was fe statute fo 

Bot pat ])e queene and oper ladies mo 

So longe preide J?e kinge of grace 

Til he his him gy-aunted in fe place 896 

And 3aue to pe qwene al att hir wiH 

To chese weper sche wolde him saue or spill 

The queen jjonked pe kinge wij? al here myht 

And after pis pus spak sche to pe knyht 900 

Whan pat sche seihe her time vpon a daye 

Thou stondest 3it qwod sche in suche araye 

pat of pi lyf 3it hast pou no surte 

.1. graunte pe lif f if pu canst tel me 904 

what pinge is pat wemmen moste desiren 

Be war and kepe pi nekke bone from yren 

And if pou can nou3t tel it me anone 

3it wil .1. 3eue pe leue for to gone 908 

A twelmop and a daie to seke and lere 

An ansewere sufficiant in pis matier 

And surte wil .1. haue ar pat pou pace 

Thi body for to 3elden in pis place 912 

Woo was pis knyht and sorwful he sikep 

Bot whate he may nouht do al as him likep 

And att pe last he chase him for to wende [leaf 98] 

An com a3eine riht att pe 3eres ende 916 

W^t7^ suche answere as god wold him purueye 

And takep his leue and wendep forp his weye 

He sekepe euery house and euery place 

Where as hopep for to finde grace 920 
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GROUP D. § 2. wife's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

To leren wliatt finge wemmen louen most 
Bot he nowe coujje riden in no cost 
Where as he myht finde in ])is matier 
Two creatures accordinge in fere 924 

Some seide wemmen louen best riches 
Some seide honour some seid lolynes 
Some seide Kiche araye and lust abedde 
And oft tim to be wedowe and wedde 928 

Some seide fat we be most esede 
Whan pat we bene flaterde and yplesede 
He go]? ful nyhe fe so]?e .1. wil nouht lye 
A man schal wynne vs best wij? flaterye 932 

And wij? attendance and wi]? besines 
Bene we y-lymede bo]) more and les 
And som men sein howe ]jat we louen best 
For to bue fre and do riht as vs lest 936 

And pat no man repreue vs of oure vice 
Bot sei pat we bue wise and nopinge nice 
For trewly pare is none of vs al 

If any wight wil clowe vs on pe gal 940 

Jjat we nyl loke or he seie pe sope 
Assaie and he schal finde it pat he dope 
For be we neuere so vicious w^t7i-inne 
we wil be holden wise and clene of sinne 944 

And summen seine pat grete delite haue we 
For to be holden stable and eke secre 
And in o purpos stedfastly to dwelt 

And nouht be-wrye pinge pat men vs teli 948 

Bot pat tale is nou3t worp a rake stele 
Parde we wemmen kan no pinge hele 
Wittenesse of myda wil je here pe tale 
Guide a-monges oper pinges smale 952 

Seip Mida ha vndre his longe heres 
Growinge vpon his tuo asse eres 
The whiche vice he hidde as he best myht 
- Ful subtily from eueryche mannes siht 956 
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GROUP B. § 2. wife's tale. Lansdowne MS» 

Tliat saue Ms wif fer wist Ip-ere-oi no mo [leaf 98, back] 

He loned liir most and trist to Mr also 
He praide hir most fat vnto no creature 
sche scliold noti3t tel of his disfigure 960 

Sche swore Mm naye for al ]?is werld to wynne 
Sche nold do f pat velany or pat synne 
To make hir husbonde haue so foule a name 
For reproueinge of Mm and fowle schame 964 

Bot ]N"a])eles Mr pouht pat sche deide 
pat sche so longe schoMe a counsel hide 
Hir pouht it satt so sore aboute hir hert 
]pat nedely sum worde hir mot a-stert 968 

And sep sche dorste tel it to no man 
Doune to a marese fast sche ranne 
Til sche came per hire hert was a fire 
And as bfetoure beblep in pe myre 972 

Sche laide hir moupe in-to pe water downe 
Be-wrye me nouht pou water wip pi soune 
Q^^od sche . to pe .1. tel it and no mo 
Myne husbonde hape longe asses eres tuo 976 

ITowe is myne hert al hole now it is owte 
J. myht no longer kep it oute of doute 
Here mai 30 see pouhe we a time abide 
3it oute it mot we mo we no counsel hide 980 

j)Q remenant of pe tale if 30 wil here 
Eedep ovide and ^q maie it lere 
TMs knyht of wiche m tale is speciaE 
Whan pat he sauh he miht nouht com pere hje 984 

This to seie what wemmen loueh most 
Wip-inne his hert sorweful was pe goste 
Bot home he gope he miht nouht soiorne 
The daie. was come pat homward most he torne 988 

And in his wei it happed him to ride 
. In att his care vnder a forest side 
Where he sawhe on o daunce go 
-Oi ladys foure and twenty and 3it moo 992 
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Towarde fe dawnce lie drowhe him 3erne 

In hope fat som wisdome scholde he lerene 

Eot certeinly ar he came fully fere 

Yanyssched was ]?e dannce he wist nouht w^here . 996 

"Eo creature sawe he ]?at bare lif 

Baue in J?e grene he sawhe sittinge a wif 

A fowler wight jjei may no man devise [leaf 99] 

A-3ein fe knyht J?e olde wif gan arise 1000 

And seid sir knyht here forfe life no weye 

Tel me what fat ^e seken be ^oure feye 

Parauentur it maie J?e better be ^ [^ bue, mtn u scratcu out] 

This olde folke can muche finge qtiod sche 1004 

My leue quod f is knyht serteine 

.1. am hot dede bot if fat .1. can seine 

Whatt f inge it is fat wemmen most desire 

Coufe ^e me wise .1. wold wele white 3owre hire 1008 

Plyht me f i troufe here in my honde quod sche 

The next f inge fat .1. require f e 

Thowe schalt it do if it ly in f i myht 

And .1. wil tel it 50 we ar it he nyht 1012 

Haue here my troufe qiwd knyht .1. graunt 

Jjat qiiod sche .1. maye me wele auant 

Thi lif is sane for .1. wil stonde f er bye 

Ypon my lif f e qweene wil saie as .1. 1016 

Latt see whiche is f e proddest of hem ai 

That weref on a kercheue or a cal 

fat dar sey nay of fat .1. schal ^ow teche 
- Lat Ys go forf e wif -oute longer speche 1 02t) 

Tho rouned sche a pistel in his ere 

And bad him to be gladde and haue no fere 

Whann f ei be commen to f e courte f is knyht 

Seid he had holde his daie as he had hiht 1024 

And redy was his ansewere as he seide 

PolP mony a noble wif and mony a maide p ?ms fo or fv] 

And mony a wedew for fat f ei bu wise 
' The queene hire seluen sitt luge as lustise 1028 
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Assemblede ben his answers for to here 

And afterwarde' ]?is knyht was bode a-piere 

And fat f e knyht scbold tel in andience 

To enery. wight commanded was silence 1032 

What finge fat werldly wemnien louen mest 

pis knyht ne stode nou^t stil as dope a beste 

Bo to pis questione a-none he ansewerde 

Wip manly voyce pat al pe court it herde 1036 

My liege lady lady gene?^al quod he . 

"Womman desiret to haue souereynte 

As wele oner hir husbonde as hir loue 

And for to be in maistre him a-bone . 1040 

This jowre most desire pouhe 3e me kiH peaf 99, back] 

Dope as 3owe list .1. am here att 3oure wiH 

In al pe courte ne was per wif ne maide 

He wedowe pat contraried pat he seide 1044 

Bot seyden he was worpi to haue his lyf 

And wip pat worde vpstert pis olde wif 

Whiche pat pe knyht sawe sittinge on pe grene 

Mercie quod sche Mi souereine ladi qweene 1048 

Ar pat joure Court depart do me riht 

.1. tauht pis ansewer vn-to pis knyht 

For whiche he pliht me his troupe pere 

The first pinge .1. wolde of him require 1052 

He wolde it do if it lei in his myhte 

Be-for pe Court pan praie .1. pe sir knyht 

Quod sche pat pu me tak Tnto pi wif 

For wele pu woste pat .1. haue kepped pi lif 1056 

If .1. saye fals seye sope^ vpon pi fey 

This knyht ansewerd alas and walawaie 

.1. wote riht wele pat suche was my beheste 

For goddes loue chese a newe requeste 10'60 

Tak al my goode and lat my body go 

[N"ay pan quod sche J. schrewe vs hope tuo 

For pat J. be foule olde and pouer 

•I. nolde for al pe metal ne for 6er 1064 
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j}at vnder erfe is graue or life abone 
Bot if fat .1. fi wif were and fi loue 
Mi loue quod he nay my » dampnacione 
Alas fat any of my nacione 1068 

Schold euere so foule disparaged bne 
Eot al for nonbt f e ende is f is fat he 
Constreigned was he nedes most he hir wedde 
And takef fis olde wif and gof to hedde 1072 

iNow wold sum men seine paranentiitre 
J>at for my necligence J. do no cure 
To tel 30we f e loye and f e arraye 

JDat att fe feste was filke daye 1076 

To whiche f inge schortely ansewere J. schal . 
.1. seie f er was no ioye ne fest att al 
Jjer nas hot heuynes and m^uche sorwe 
Foir.pnuely he wede hire on morwe 1080 

And al daie after hidde him as an owl© 
So woo was him his wif loked ^so foule . 
Grete was fe sorwe fe knyht had in his fouht [leaf 1003 

.Whan he was wif his wyf ybedde brouht 1084 

He walowef and tornef to and fro 
His olde [wyf] laye smyleinge euermo 
And seide Dere husbonde o benedicite 
CFari^f eue?y knyht fus wif his wif as ^e 1088 

Is fis f e lawe of kinge Arf ors house 
Is euery knyht of his fus daungerous 
.1. am 3oure loue and eke 30ure wif 

^X am sche whiche saued haf ^oure lif IOD'2 

And sertes ^it dide .1. pwe neuer vnriht 
Whi fare ^e fus wif me f e first niht 
3e faren like a.^man fat had lost his witte 
i'Fj yvhsit is my gilte for goddes loue teH: itte 109)6 

And it schal hue amended if .L maie 
Amend quod fis knyht nay naye 
That wil nouht hue amendede neue-re mo 
J?ou; ert so lof ely a?i6Z so olde also 1100 
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And J?er-to comen of so lowe a kinde 

fat litei wonder is Jjoulie .1. walow and winde 

So wolde god myne lierte wolde to-breste 

Is j?is qwod sche J?e cause of 3onre.vnreste 1104 

Je certeinly qwod lie no wonder is 

JSTowe sir qwod sche .1. coufe amende al fis 

If fat me list ar it were daies fro 

So well 36 myhtte bere 30W6 vn4o me 11 0-8 

Bot for 36 speken of suche gentillese 

As is descended oute of al ricbesse 

fat f er€-for scholden 30 be gentil men 

Suclae errogance is nonht worfe an ben 1112 

Lo wbo fat most is vertuous alweie 

Preue and a-pert and most -endef aie 

To do gentil dedes fat be can 

And take bim for fe'grettest gentil man 111^ 

Crist wift we cleime of bim oure gentilnes 

!N"ot of oure eldres for bere olde recbes 

For f oube f ei 3eue vs al ber Heritage 

For wbicbe we cleime to be of bibe parage 1150 

Jit may f ei noubt be-quef e for no f inge 

To none of vs ber vertuous leueinge 

Tbat maad bem gentil men y-called be 

And" bad vs folowen bem in siicbe degre, 1124 

Wele can fe wise Poet of f^orens cieafwo^back] 

Jpat bibt Dante spekef in f is sentens 

Lo in Sucbe manor rim is dantes tale 

Fill selde vp risef be bis brauncbes smale 1128 

Prowes of man for god- of bis prouesse 

Wil fat we of cleime oure gentillesse 

For of oure belders maie we no f iiige cleime 

Bot temporal finge fat man maie birte and mabeime 1132 

Eke euery wbite wote fis as wele as ,T. 

If gentillesse were planted naturalye 

Into a certeine lignage doune f e line 

Preue aiid aperte fan wold bey neuer fjnie - .1.135 
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To done of gentillesse ]je faixe ofice 

Thei myhten do no velany nor vice 

Tak fire and bere it in- fe derkest house 

JBe-twex ]?is and fe mount of Caucasouse 1140. 

And let men schette fe dore and go J? enne 

3it wil J?e 1aiQ ly as fair and brenne 

As fouh a .M. men myht it be-bolde 

His ofiice naturele ay wil it bolde 1144 

Yp peril of lif til fat it deie * 

Here maie 30 se wele bowe fat genterye 

Is nouht anexed to possession 

Se]) foike do]? noubt ber operacion 1148 

Alweie as dofe fe fire lo in bis kinde 

Por god it wote men maie ful often finde 

A lorde sone do scbame and velanye 

And be pai} wil baue prise of bis gentirye 1152 

For be was borne of a gentil bous 

And badde bis beldres noble and vertuous 

And nyl bim-seluen do no gentil dedes 

I^e folowe bis gentitt ancestr'e fat dedes 1156 

He is noubt gentil be be due or Erie 

For veleyns sinful dede mak a cberle 

For gentiUesse ne is bot reuerite 

Of fine Auncestres for bire bente 1160 

Wbicbe is a stronge f inge for f i persone 

Tbe gentiUes comef fro god alone 

Tban comef oure verraie gentilles of grace 

He was nofinge be-quefe vs wif oure place 1164 

Tbiakef bowe noble as self Valerius 

Was f Oke tullius bostilius . 

Tbat oute of pouert ros to bibe noblesse peafioi] 

Kedef Senec and rede eke Boesse 1168 

Tbere scbold ^q seen expresse fat it no drede is 

Tbat is gentil fat dof e gentil dedes 

And f er-fore dere busbonde .I» f us conclude 

Al were fat myne Ancestres were so rude 1172 
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Jit .maie fat Mile god and so kope X 

Graunt me grace to leue vertuously 

Than am .1. gentil whan fat .L be-ginne 

To leuen vertuously and weuen sinne 117-6 

IF And fare as je of pouert me repreue 

The hihe god on whom fat we heleue 

In wilful pouert ches to leue his lif 

And certes euerj man aad maide and wii 1180 

Maie vnder-stonde ikesxi heuen kinge 

J^e wold nou3t chese a vicious leueinge 

Glad pouert is an honest f inge certeigne 

This wil senec an[d] afere clerkes sein^ 1184 

Who so fat holde him paide of his pouert 

.1. holde him riche al had he nouht sert 

He fat couetef is a pouer wight 

For he wold haue fat is nouht in his myht 1188 

Bot fat nouht haf e ne couetef to haue 

Is riche al-f ouhe men holde him bot a knau^ 

Verray pouert is sinne propuriy 

luuenal seife of pouert merely 119^ 

The pore man whan he gof be f e waye 

Be-for f e f eues ho maie singe and pleye 

Pouert is hatel good and as .1, gesso 

A ful grete bringer oute of besinesse 1 196 

A gre amender eke of Sapience 

To him fat lakkef it in pacienee 

Pouer is f is al f ouhe it seme Alinge 

Possessione fat no wyht wil chalinge 1200 

Pouert ful oft whan a ma[n] is lowe 

Makef his and eke him self to knowe 

Pouert in spektacle is as f enkef me 

Jpourhe whiche he maie his Verray frende se 1204 

And fer^ sen fat ,T. ^owe nou3t greue 

Of my pouert no more me repreue f mta deSeu.ctate 

E"owe sire of elde ^e preue me 

And certes sir foruhe none auctorite - 1208 
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Wher in no boke 36 gentil of hononre [leaf 101, back] 

Seine fat men scliolde an olde wife do fauonre 

And clepe her moder for lier gentillesse 

;An~Anctours schal .1. finde as .1. gesse 1212 

iN'owe fere je seine fat .1. am foule and olde 

J)an drede 30we noiilit to be no cokewolde 

For filfe and helfe as mot J. fe 

Bene grete werdeins Tpon cbastite 1216 

Bot nafeles sen ,1. knowe 3oure delite 

J. scL.a[l] fiil-fiH 30xire werly appetite 

Chese nowe qz^od^scbe one of fis finges tweye 

To bane me fonle and olde til fat .1. deie 1220 

And be to 30we a trewe bumble wif 

And nener 30110 displese in al my lif 

Or elles 30 wil bane me 3onge and faire 

And take 30ure anentiire of f e repaire 1224 

Tbat scbal com to 30ure bouse be cause of me 

Or in sume of ere place wel male be 

Kowe cbese 30ure selaen wbef er fat 30U likef 

Tbis knybt a-vised bim and sore be sikef 1228 

Bot att f e last be seide in f is manere 

My lady and my loue and wife so dere 

J. putte me in 30ure wise gouernaunce 

Gessef 30ure self wbicbe male be most plesaunce 1232 

And most honour to 30we and me also 

.1. do no force wbef er of f e tuc 

For as 30we likef it sufficet me 

Tban baue .1. gete of 30we fe maistre qwod scbe 1236 

Sen .1. may cbese and gouerne as me lest 

3e sertes wif qwod be .1. bolde it for fe best 

Kisse me q?^od scbe we be no longer wrof e 

For be my trowfe .1. will be to 30we bof e 1240 

J)is is seine to be to 30we bof e feire and goode 

.1. praie to god fat .1. mot steruen woode 

Bot .1. to 30we be also sadde and trewe 

As euer was wif sen fat f e werlde was newe 1244 
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And bofc .1. be to morwe also faire to seen 

As any lady Emperes or qween 

J)at is be-twene ]je est and eke fe west 

Do wij) my Y^and dej?e rilit as 30W lest 1248 

Kast vp fe knrteyne and loke bow it is 

And wban f e knybt sauhe al Jjis 

Jpat scbe so faire was and so 3onge fer-to £ieaf 102] 

For ioy be bent bir in bis armes tuo 1252 

His bert baf ed in a baj)}7e of blisse 

A.M. time a rewe be gan bir kisse 

And scbe obeide bim in enery finge 

J^at mybt done bim plesans or likeinge 1256 

And Jjus fei leued vnto ber lyues bende 

In parfite loye and ibesu criste vs sende 

Hosbonde meke 3onge and fressbe y bedde 

And grace to oner-lede bame Jat we wedde 1260 

And eke .1. praie to ibe^u scbort ber lyues 

J)at wil nonbt bo gouernd be bir wyues 

And olde and Angrye Mgard in dispence 

God send bem sone a verrei Pestelence 1264 

Explicit fab^la Matrone vxoris de Bathonm . 
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Incip^'t -j^rologus fratris 

Ion leaf 102} 

This worjji Ijmitour ])is noble frere 
He maad alweie lowreynge cliere 
Ypon Jje Sompnowr bot for honeste 

1^0 veleyns worde as ^ite spake lie 1268 

Bot att fe last lie saide vnto pe wife 
Dame good god ^yue ^owe riht good life 
3e baue toucliede bere as mot .1. j?e 

In scole Matier gret difficulte 1272 

3e baue seide mucbel finge riht wele .1. seie 
Bot dame here as we riden be f e weie 
Ys nedejj nouht to speken bot of game 
And lete Auctorites in goddes name 1276 

To precbeinge and to scbole eke of clergie 
Bot if it like vnto fis compaignie 
.1. wil jowe of a Somno^^r tel a game 
Parde .1. maie wele knowe be fi name 1280 

fat of no somnowr mai no good be seide 
.1. praie ]jat none of 3owe be yuel apaide 
A Somnowr is a romer vp and doune 
Wi)) a men dement of fornicacioune 1284 

And is .L-bette att enery tonnes ende 
Owre fan spake a sir 30 scbolde be bende 
And curteis as man of 3onre astate 

In compaignie we wil no debate 1288 

Telle]? 3oure tale and late]? pe somenowr be 
jN"aie quod Somnour late him sei to me 
What so him liste whan it come]? to my lote 
Be god .1. schal him qwite enery grote. 1292 

I schaH him tell whiche a grete honour |:ieafio2, back] 

It is to be [a] flateringe limitoz^T* 
And of fill mony anofer crime 

Whiche nedefe nouht rehersen att pis time 1296 

And his office .1. schal him tell .I.-wis 
Owre oste answard pees no more of fis 
And afterwarde he seide vn-to pe frere 
Tel forf e 3owre tale my leue mayster dere . 1300 

Explicit prologus . 
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- Incipit fabula • imieafm^^acki 

fhilom fere was dwelinge in myne contre 
An Arche-deken a man of hilie degre 
That boldely dide execucion 
In ponescliinge of fornicacione 1304 

Of whiche craft and eke of baudrye 
Of diffamacion and avowtrie 
Of cberclie reues and of testamentes 

Of contractes and of lac of sacxamentes 1308 

Of vsury and of Simony also 
Bot certes Lydaonres dede he grettest woo 
Thei scholden singe if fei wer hente 
And smale tifers weren fowle schente 1312 

If any person wolde vpon hem pleine 
There myht a-stert him no pecnniale peyne 
Tor smale tifes and eke smale offringe 
He maade fe peple spitusly to singe 1316 

For or fe bischop cauht hem wif his hoke 
Thei were in fe Arche-decanes boke 
And fan hadde he f onihe his Inrdict^ne 
Power to done on hem Correctione 1320 

He had a somnoure redy to his hand 
A slyhere boye was none in yngelande 
For Sotely he had his especiaile 

That tauht him where he myht availe 1324 

He coufe spare of lychours one or tuo 
To techen him to foure • and twenty mo 
ffor fouhe f is somnowr woode were as an hare 
To tel his harlotry .1. wil non3t spare 1328 
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For we "hue oute of lier correctione 

Thei liaue of vs no lurdictione 

IsTe neuer scliolle terme of al her lyues 

Peter so bue pe wymmen of f>e styues 1332 

Qwod Jjis ^omnour yput houte of al oure cure 

Pes wij) mesclianiice and wij? misauenture peaf los] 

Thus seid owre oste and late him tel his tale 

Kow telle]? forjje and lete fe Somnowr gale 1336 

"Nq sparef nouht myne owen meister dere 

This false fef fis somenowr qiiod fe frere 

Hadde alweie baudes redye to his honde 

As any hauke to hire in Ingelonde 1340 

Jjat tellen him al fe secree fat fei knewe 

Of hire acqueyntance was nat come of newe 

fei weren his approwers priuely 

He toke him seK a grete profit per by 1344 

His maister knewe nat alweie what he wan 

Wip-outen mau?^dement of a lewed man 

He coupe Somne of pein cristes curs 

And. pei weere glad to fiH his purs 1348 

And maade him grete festis att nale 

Eiht as ludas had purse smale 

And was a peef riht suche a peef was he 

His maister had bot half his Dewte 1352 

He was . if .1. schal 3euen him his laude 

An peef and eke a somno^^r and a baude 

He had eke wenches of his retenue 

That wheper sir Robert or sir he we 1356 

Or lohii or Eaufe or who pat ifc wer 

pat lei by hem pei tolde it in his ere 

J?us was pe wenche and he of on assent 

Ande he wolde feche a feyned maun dement 1360 

And somone hem to chapeter bop tuo 

And pil pe man and latt pe wenche go 

Than wolde he seie frend .1. sal for pi sake 

Do strike pe oute of owre letter blake 1304 
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fe far no more as in fis caas trauaile 

.1. am fi frende fere .1. j>e male availe 

Sertein lie knewe of briburs mo 

fan possible is to tell jou to 1368 

For in fis werlde is no doge for jje bowe 

fat knowe an hurt dere fro an bolde bet cowe 

fan f is Somenowr knewe a licowr 

Or a.voTiter or elles a iparaiaour 1372 

And for fat was f e fruyte of al f e rente 

Ther-for on it lie set al his entente 

And so be-fel fat ones on a daie 

fis Somnowr euere wayteinge one bis preye 1376 

Eode for to somne a holde wif a ribibe [leaf los, back] 

Teynein a cause for be wald bribe 

And happed fat he sanhe to-for him ride 

A gaie 3oman vnder a forest side 1380 

A bowe he bare and arwes briht and kene 

He had ypon a conrteby of grene 

An hatte vpon his hede wif fenges blake 

Sir q^/od fis Somnowr heile and wele a take 1384 

"Welkom quod, he and enery'good felawe 

Weder rides f ou vnder fis grene wod schawe 

Saide fis 3oman wilt f ou fer to daie 

fe Somnoz^r him ansewerd a7id seide naye 1388 

Here fast by quod, he is myn entent 

To riden for to reisene vp a rent 

It longef to my lordes dewte 

J^rt f ou fan a baillif 30 quod. he 139*2 

He dorst nou3t fo verre felf e and schame ... 

Sei fat he was soumour for f e name 

De par dieux quod fis 3oman dere brof er 

f ou ert a bailif , and :I. am anof er 1396 

.1. vnknowen as in fis contre 

Of fin acqueyntance .1: wil praie f e 

And eke of bref erhede if fat f ou liste 

3. haue golde and siluer in my chiste 1 40Q 
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If fat ^e happed to com in to owre schire 
It sclial be Jjine rilit as ]?ou wilt desire 
Gremercie quod fis Somnowr be my feijje 
Euer-icbe in ofers bonde ber trou]? leyfe 1404 

Tor to be swore brefer to fei deye 
And wif fat worde f ei ride forfe fer weie 
fis somnour wif fat was as ful of Jangles 
As foH of venym be fis wereangles 1408 

And euere enqnireinge vpon euerj f inge 
Brof er quod be where is 3onre dwelynge 
Anof er dale if .1. schal jon seche 

fis 3oman him ansewarde in soft speche 1412 

Brof e[r] quod he fer in f e norf e cuntre 
Where as .1. hope some time .1. schal f e se 
Ar we departe J, schal f e so wel wisse 
fat of myne hous schalt f on neuer mysse 1416 

!N"ow brof er quod -fis Somenowr .1. 30 w preie 
Teche me while we riden be f e weie . 
Sen fat 3e be a baillif as am .1. Deaf 1043 

Som snbtilite tel me feif fully 1420 

In myne office how fat .1. maie most winne 
And spare nouht for conscience ne sinne 
Eot as my brof er tel me howe do 30 
ITowe be my trewfe brof er dere seide he 1424 

As .1. schal tellen f e a faif ful tale 
My wage buen ful streite and smale 
My lorde is harde to me and dangerous 
And myne Office ful laborous 1428 

And fere-fore be extorcions .1. leue 
For sof e .1. al fat men wil me 3eue 
AUgate be sleiht or violence 

!Frome 3ere to 3ere .1. winne al my dispence 1432 

J. kan no better tellen faif fully 
"Now sertes quod Somuour so fare J. 
.1. spare nouht to taken god it wote 
Bot if it be to heuy or to bote 1436 
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SIX-TEXT 376 

GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

What .1. maye gette in CounseiH pnnely 

"No manere consciens of fat haue .1. 

I^er nxye extorcion J. mylit not lenen 

Of suche lapes wil .1. noulit bu schreuen. , 1440 

For stomak ne for conscience knowe .1. none 

.1. sclirewe fis sclirift faders enerychone 

"Wele be we mette be god and be seint lame 

Bot leue brojjer tel ine fan J?i name 1444 

Q,uod fis Somnowr in fis mene while 

This joman gan a litel for to smyle 

Brofer quoS. he wil towe fat .1. fe teH 

.1. am a steue my dwellinge is in heH 1 448 

And here .1. ride abonte my purchasinge 

To witte if men wil 3ene me any finge 

Mi purchache is to fett al my rent 

Looke ho we jon ridest for fe same entent 1452 

To winne good f ou rekkest nener howe 

Eiht so fare .1. for ride wolde .1. nowe 

In to fe werldes ende for a preie 

A quod fis somnowr Benedicite what je seie 1456 

.1. wende 30 were a joman trewly 

3e haue a mannes schappe as wel as .1. 

Haue 3e fan a figure determinate 

In hel f er 3e bene in 30ure astate . 1460 

ITai certainly quod he fare haue we none [leaf 104, backj 

Bot whan vs likef e we can tak vs one 

Or elles make 30U seme we bene schape 

Som tim a man or lyke an hape 1464 

Or lyke an angel can .1. ride or goo 

It is no wonder f inge f ouhe it be soo 

A lousy logelour can disceyue f e 

And perde 3it can .1. mor craft fan he 1468 

Whi quod f is Somno?/r Eide 3e fan or gone 

In Sondre schappe and nouht alweie one 

For we quod he wil vs suche forme make 

.As most able is oure preis to take 1472 
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SIX-TEXT 377 

GROUP D. § 4, friar's tale. lansdowne MS. 

Wliat make)) 3 owe to Lane al fis laboure 

Ful mony a cause leue szV Somnoz^r 

Seid fis fende bot al finge hafe time 

Jje dale is scliort and it is passed prime 1476 

And jit ne wann .1. no Jjinge in fis daie 

.L wil entend to wynynge if J. maie 

And nouM entende onre wittes to declare 

For brofer myne J?i witte is al to bare 1480 

To vnderstonde foube .1. tolde bem fe 

Bot for pou axest wbi labour we 

For sum time we bue goddes instrumentz 

And mennes to done bis commandementz 1484 

Whan pat bim vpon bis creatures 

In diuerse attes and in diuers figures 

Wip-outen bim we baue no mybt certaine 

If pat bim lust stande per ajeine 1488 

And sum tym att oure preie baue we leue 

Onely pe body and noubt pe soule greue 

Wittenes on lob wbom pat we deden woo 

And sumtyme baue we mybt of bope tuo 1492 

Tbis to seine of soule and body eke 

And som time we buen suffered for to done seke 

Ypon a man and do bis soule vnrest 

'!N'oubt bis body and al is for pe best 1496 

Wban be wip-stondep oure temptacione 

It is a cause of saluacione 

Al be it pat it was noujt owre entent 

He scbolde be saue bot pat we wold bim bent 1500 

And some tim be we seruant vn-to a man 

As pe Ercbebysscbope seipe Dunstan 

And to pe Aposteles seruant was .L [leaf 105] 

'^il? teli me qi^od Somnoz^r feipfuUy 1504 

Maake je jowe bodys pus al wey 

Of Elementes pe fende seid naye 

Som time we feine and sum time we rise 

Wip dede bodies in ful sundre wyse 1508 
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SIX-TEXT 378 

GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And speke.as renably faire and wele 

As to fe phitonessa did Samuele 

And 3it wil sum men sale it was nouht lie 

J. do no fors of 30ure diuinite 1512 

Bot Jjinge warne .1. fe .1. wil nonht lape 

Thou wilt algates wite liowe we be scliape . 

Thou schalt her-after-ward my broker dere 

Come where ]je nedej) not of me to lore 1516 

For ]?ou schalt be fin owen experience 

Com in to fe chaier to rede fis sentence 

Better fan virgile while he was on lyue 

Or dante also no we lat vs ride belyue 1520 

For .1. wil holde company wif Jje 

Til it be so fat f ou for-sake me 

iN'aie qwod Somnoz/r fat schal not be-tide 

.T. am a 3oman knowe is ful wide ' 1524 

Mi trouf e wil .1. holde to f e as in fis caas 

For f eih f ou were f e deuel Sathanas 

My trouf e wiH .1. holde to my brof er 

As .1. am sworne and iche of vs to of ere 1528 

For to be trewe brof er in fis caas 

And brof er wee goon to owre purchas 

Take fu f i part what men wil f e ^eue 

And .1. schal myne fus maye we bofe leuen 1532 

And if fat any of vs haue more fan of er 

lat him be trewe and part it wif his brof er 

.1. graunt q^^od f e deuel be my feye 

And wif fat worde fei reden forf e f eire weie 1536, 

And riht att f e entringe of f e tounes ende 

To whiche f e somnowr schope him for to wende 

He sawhe a cart fat charged was wif haye 

Whiche fat. a carter droue forf on his ways 1540 . 

Dep was f e way for whyche f e cart stode 

fis carter smote and striued as he war woode 

Heyt brok heyt scotte what spare we fore f e stones 

The fende qwod he 3owe fette bofe bodi and bones 1544 
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GROtJF D. § 4. friar's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

As ferforjjly as euer were je folde [leaf 105, back] 

So miiclie woo as .1. haue for 3owe Jjoled 

The deuel haue al bofe liors and carte and liaye 

Thouht fis Somnowr here schal we haue a pleie 1548 

And nere Jje fende he dronhe as nouhten were 

An ful pnuely ronned in his ere 

Herken my bro])er herken be \\ feife 

Heres fou nouht ho we pe carter seife 1552 

Hent it a-none for he ha]? ^euen it ]je 

Bojje heye and carte and eke his caples fre 

Kay qz/od fe deuel god wote nener a dele 

It is nouht his entent trust me wele 1556 

Ax him fi self if f ou trowest not me 

Or eUes stinte a while and J?ou schalt see 

This Carter fakkes hi-s hors on fe croupe 

And jjei he-gonne to drawe and to stoupe 1560 

Heyte nowe qwod he pat ihesu criste 30W hhsse 

And al his hondewerke hope more and lisse 

J?at was my faire lyarde boye 

And .1. praie god saue Je and seinte loye 1564 

ISTowe is my carte oute of Jie slouhe parde 

Lo broper qz/od fe fende what tolde .1. pe 

He[re] maie je se myne owen dere broper 

}?e carle spak o pinge hot he Jjouht anoper 1568 

Latt vs* go forpe abouten owre viage . 

Here wynne .1. no pinge vpon cariage 

Whan pei com somwhat oute of pe toune 

This Somnowr to his broper gan roune 1572 

Broper qwod he here wonnep an olde rebek 

pat hadde al-moste as leue to lese here neke 

As for to jeue a peny of hire goode 

.1. wil haue tuelue pens pouhe pat sche be wode 1576 

Or .1. wil somone hire to oure Office 

And ^it god woote of hire know .1. no yice 

Bot for pou canst nouht as in pis countre 

"Wynne pi coste take here ensample of me 158C 

LANSDOWNE 258 (6-T. 379) 



SIX-TEXT 380 

GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

This Somnowr clepe]? att f e wydoiies gate 

Come owte lie seide pou olde veritate 

.1. troue J>ou hast sum frere or preste wi]j f e 

Who clepej) seide J)is wif beiiedicite 1584 

God saue 3 owe sire what is ^onre swete wil 

.1. haue qiwd he a somons of fe here a bil 

Yp peine of Curseinge loke fat fti be [leaf 106] 

To morwe to-for owre Archidiacane kne 1588 

To anseward. to fe Courte of certeine f inges 

!N'ow qiiod sche lorde ihe^u criste kinge of kinges 

So wissely helpe me as .1. ne maie 

.1. haue bue seke and fat ful mony a daie 1592 

.1. maye nouht so ferre go q^^od. sche ne ride 

Bot .1. be dede so prikef it in my side 

May .1. nou3t ax a libel sir Somonoz^r 

And anseware fe by my procatonre 1596 

To suche a finge as men wolden aposen me 

3is quod f is Somono?^r paie anone latt se 

Tuelne pens to me . and .1. wil fe acquite 

I schal no profett haue fer-by bot lite 1600 

Mi maister hafe fe prophet and not .1. 

Com of and late me riden hastili 

3ene me tueliie pens .1. maie no longer tarie 

Tuelue quod sche ladi seint Marie 1604 

So wisely helpe out of care and sinne 

J^is wide worlde fouhe fat .1. schold it wynne •' 

ISTe haue .1. no3t tuelue pens wif -in myne holde 

3e knowen wele fat .1. am pouer and olde 1608 

Kyf e 3oure Almos on me poue7-e wrecche 

JSTay fan quod he foule fende me fecche 

If .1. f e excuse if f ou scholdest be spilte 

Alas quod sche god wote .1. haue no gilte 1612 

Pay me quod he or be f e swete Anne 

As .1. wil here awaie f i newe panne 

Por dett whiche f ou owest me of olde 

Whan fou madest fin hosbonde kokewolde 1616 
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GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Lansflowne MS. 

.T. paied att home for pi correcciouTi 

Thou lext quod sche be my saluaciou?2 

]N"e was .1. neuer or now wedowe ne wif 

Somned in-to joure conrt in al my lif 1620 

!N"e neuer .1. was hot of my body trewe 

To J?e deuel blake and rouhe of he we 

3if I. fi body . and my panne also 

And whan fe deuel herd h.ir curs so 1624 

Ypon hir knes he seid in f is maner 

ITow Mable myne owen moder dere 

es )>is 3owre wil in ernest J?at 3e seie 

The deuel quod sche fette him ar he deie. 1628 

And panne and al but he wiii him repent [leaf loe, back] 

JSTaie olde stote fat is nou3t myne entent 

Quod fis Somno2/r for to repent me 

Tor any finge fat .1. haue hadde of fee 1632 

.1. wolde .1. hadde f i smokke and euerj clof e 

'Nowe brofere quod fe deuel be nouht wrof e 

This body a7id fis panne is iny be riht 

Thou schalt wif me to heU 3ut to-nyht 1636 

Where f ou schalt know of oure pWuete 

More fan a maistre of dimnite . 

And wif fat worde f is foule fende him hente 

Body and soule he wif fe deuel went 1640 

Where fat Somnoz^rs han her heritage 

And god fat maad after his ymage 

Mankinde saue and gide vs al and sume 

An leue fis Somnoz^r good man to be-come 1644 

Lordinges .1. couf e haue tolde ^oue quod fis frere 

Hadde .1. had leiser for fis Somnour here 

After f e tixt Crist Poule and lohn 

And of oure ofer doctowrs mony on 1648 

Suche peines fat 30ure hert myht a-grise 

Albeit so no tunge maie devise 

f ouht fab .1. myht a f ousand wynter tell 

fe peyne of filke corsid house of heil 1652 
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. GEOup D. § 4. fkiar's tale. Lansdowne MS, : -j 

^ot for to kepe lis fro fat cnrsed place 
Wake]) and praye]? iiie^u for his grace 

[ no gap in the M8.^ 

Herkene]? Jjis word be war as in fis caas 1656 

The lion sitte in his awaite alweie 

To sle ]?e Innocent if fat he maie 

Dispose]? aye 3oure hertes to wif-stonde 

The fende fat 30we wold make frail and honde 1660 

He maie nonht tempten 3 owe over 3owre myht 

For criste wil be 3onre champion and knyht 

And praief fat f is somnowr him repent 

Of his mesedede ar fat f e fende hem hent 1664 

Explicit fabula \ 
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GROUP D. § 6. FBiAR-suMMONER LINK. Lansdowiie MS. 



Incipit "prologus aparitoris ion lea/ioe, iaeje^ 



This Somnowr in his stirep hihe stode 
Vpon Jjis frere his hert was so wode 
Jat like an haspen lef he qnoke for ire 
Lordeinges quoS. he hot o J?inge .1. desire 
.1. 30we be-seche fat of ^onre cnrtesie 
Se]? 3e hane herd fis fals frere lye 
As suffre]? me J. maie a tale teH 
This frere bostef fat he knowej? heft 
As god wote fat is litel wonder 
Freres and fendes ben hot litel in sunder 
For parde 36 hane oft time herd teH 
How fat a frere ranisshed was in hell 
In spiret ones be a visione 
And as Angel led him vp and doXvne 
To schewen him f e peynes fat fere were 
In al f e place sawe he non3t a frere 
Of of er folke he sawe y-nowe in woo 
Ynto f is Angel spak f e frere f 00 
Kow sir quod he haue freres snche grace 
fat none of hem schal com in-to f is place 
3is quod f is Anngel mony a melione 
And vn-to Sathanas he had him adoune 
And now haf Sathanas saif he taile 
Eradder fan of f [e] Carrik is f e seile 
Holde vp f i taile f u Sathanas quod he 
Schewe forf e fin erse and let f e frere se 
Where is f e nest of freres in f is place 
And ar fat halue a forlonge waie of space 
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SIX-TEXT 384 

GBoup D. § 5. FRiAE-suMMONER LINK. Lansdowne MS. ^ 

Bilit so as bees swarme oute of an liive 

Owte of Jje deuels ers fei gon drive 

twenty Jjousand freres on a rowte 

And jjoulit liett swarme al aboiite 1696 

An comen a3eine als fast as pei male gone 

And in Lis liars Jjei crepen eueryclione 

He clapped his. taile a-3eine and leye still 

This frere whan he loked had his fill 1700 

Ypon J?is tormentes vpon fis sor place 

His spirit god restored of his grace 

Ynto his body a3eine and he awoke 

Bot nafeles for fere ^it he qwoke 1704 

Bo was deueles ars aie in his mynde 

J}at is his heritage of verrai .kinde 

God sane 3oue al sane fis cnrse frere 

My prologe wil J. end© in fis Maaaere . 1708 

Explicit/ prologw5. 
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GRQUP D. I 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. j 



Incipit/ fabula aparitoris ion lea/m^ 

LOrdeynges pere is in 3orke-sc]iire as J. gesse 
A merschy centre called holdernesse 
In whiclie fere went a lim^tour a-boute . 
To preche and eke to bigge it is no doute Dfio7,bit] 
And so be-fell fat on a daie pis frere 1713 

Hadde preehed att )?e cbercbe in pis manere 
And specialy aboue enerj pinge 

He excited pe peple in bis precbeinge 1716 

To trentals and for goddes saake 
pere-wipe men mibte boly houses maake 
pere as denyne seniice is honoured 

Koujt pere as is wasted and deuoured 1720 

JS[e pere it nedep noubt for to be 3eue 
As to possessioners pat maie elles leue 
pankede be god in wele and abundance 
Trentals seide be deliuerp fro penance 1724 

Here frendes soule as wele olde and ^onge 
If pat pei bien bastely songe 
IToubt for to bolde a preste lolif and gaie 
He siTzgep not bot o messe on a daie 1728 

Beliuerd oute anone pe soules 
!Ful barde it is wip flescbebokes or wz'tZt oules 
ISTowe spede jowe bastely for cristes sake 1732 

To kepe jowe fro pe peines of pe fendes blake 1731 

And wban pe frere badde seide al bis entente 
Wip qui cum patre forpe be wente 
Wban folke in cburcbe bad 3eue bim wbat bem lest 
He went bis waie no longer wolde be rest 1736 
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SIX-TEXT 386 

GROUP D. § 6. summonee's tale. Xansdowne MS. 

Wip scrippe and tipped staf tokked M liihe 

In euery . hous lie gan to poure and pr/e 

And l3egge]? mele or chiese or elles corne 

His felowe had a staf tipped wi]? home 1740 

A peire of tables of yvory 

And a pointel poHsched fetusly 

And wrote Jje names alweie as he stode 

Of euery folke fat 3aue hem any goode 1744 

Askaunse fat he wolde for hem preie 

3eiie vs a boschel wete malte or rie 

A goddes kechel or a trep of chese 

Or elles what 30 we lest we male nouhte chese 1748 

A goddes halpenye or a mespeny 

Or 3eue vs of 30ure branne if 3e haue any 

A dagon of 30-u.re blanket leue dame 

Lo suster dere lo here .1. write 3oure name 1752 

Eacon or befe or suche jjinge as 30 finde 

A stordy harlote went hem aie be-hinde Qeaf los] 

fat was he osteman and bare a sakke 

And what men 3aue hem laide on his bakke 1756 

And he was out att fe dore anone 

He pleyned awaie fe names euerychon 

fat he be-fore had wreten in his tables 

He serued hem wif nifles and wif fables 1760 

I^ay fere f ou lext f ou Somno^r quod f e frere 

Pes quod, oure host for criste/ moder dere 

Tel forf f i tale Spare it nouht att al 

So friue .1. quod fe Somnowr so .1. schal 1764 

So longe he went hous be hous q^wd he 

Til he come to an hous f er he was wonte to be 

Eefressched more fat in an hundref place 

Sek& laye bonde man wos f e place ^ pis seratcu outi 

And vpon a couche lowe he laye 

Deus hie qwod he Thomas frende good daie 

Seide f is frere curtasly and soft 

Thomas seide he god 3elde 3owe ful oft 1772:' 
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motJF Du § 6. summonee's tale, Lansdowne MS.. 

Ha^e .1. vpon fis henche fare wele 

Here hane J. ete mony a mery mele 

And fro J?e benche he drove a-waie fe catt 

And laide adoune Ms potent and his hatt 1776 

And eke his scripe and sett him soft adoune 

His felowe was go walked in ]?e tonne 

Forfe wijj his knaue in-to fat hostlerie 

Where as he schope him jjilke nyht to lyo 178D 

O dere maister quod jjis seke man 

Howe haue ^e fare . sej? marche be-gan 

.1. sauhe 30U nouht pis fourtenyht und more 

Crod wote quod he labonrde hane .1. ful sore 178i 

And speciali for pin saluacione 

Haue .1. seide mony a precious orisone 

And for oure opere frendes god hem bles^s^ 

,1. haue to-daie done at ^oure cherphe a messe 17SS 

And seide a seremon after my simple witte 

STouht al after pe text of holy wrytte 

Tor it is harde to 3owe as J. sugpose 

Xher-fore . wil .1. teH al fe glose 1792 

Glosinge is a glorious pinge certeine 

For letter slepe so as clerkes seine 

Ther haue J. tauht hem to be charitable . 

And spende here goode pere it resonable Iieafi08,i)ack3 1796 

pere .1. sauhe oure dame a where is sche 

3onde in pe 3erde ,1. trowe sche be 

Seide pis man and sche wil come anone 

Ey Maister welcome be 30 be ^eint lohn 1809 

iSeide pis wif howe fare 3e hertly 

pe frere risep yp ful curtasly 

And her • enbrasep in his armes narwe 

And kissep hir swete and chirkep as a sparowe 1804 

Wip his lippes f dam quod he riht wele 

As he pat is 3oure aeruant euerydele 

I-ponkede be god pat 30W 3af soule and lif 

3it sawe .1. nouht to-da-ie so faire a wif 1808 
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GROUP D. § 6. summoijer's tale. Lansdowne MS, 

In al fe clierclie so god * sane me 

3e god amend def antes sire quod sclie 

Algates welcom be je be my faye 

Grannt Merci dame fis bane .1. fonnde al weie 1812 

Bot of 3onre grete goodenes be 30wre lene 

.1. wolde praie jone fat 36 not 30^0 grene 

.1. wil • wip tbomas speke a litel jjrowe 

J>is Cnrates bnen fnl necligent and slowe 1816 

To gropen tenderly a consciens 

In scbrift and in precbeinge is my diligence 

And stody in peters wordes and in ponies 

.1. walke and fiscbe men sonles 1820 

To jelden ihesu criste bis p?'opre rent 

To sprede bis "wordes J. sett al myne entent 

"Now be 3onre lene dere sir qiwd. see 

Cbidejj bim wele for god in trinite 1824 

He is as Angry as a pismyre 

3eibe fat be bane al fat be can desire 

peibe .1. bim wrye a nybt and make bim warme 

And onere bim laye my legge or myne Arme IB 2 8 

He gronejj like owre bore groneinge in bis stye 

Ofer disport of bim ribt none bane .1. 

.1. male nonbt plesen bim in no maner caas 

.Teo vons die trescbier & bien amy tbomas 1832 

fis makef f e fende it most bne amended 

Ire is a f inge fat bibe god defended 

And f ere-of wil J. speke a worde or tno 

Il^owe Maister quod, f e wif ax fat .1. go 1836 

Wbat wil 3e dyne .1. wil go fere abonte 

ITowe dame quod be le vons dy sanz donte Oeaf 109] 

Hane . note of a capon botf e linere 

And of 3onre soft brede bot a scbinere 1840 

And after fat a rested pigges bede 

Bot fat .1. wold for me no beste were dede 

fan badde .1. wif 30we boly snfficeance 

.1. am a man of litel snstinance 1844 
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GROUP D. § 6» summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Mi spirte is fosterd in fe "bible 

j)Q body is aie so redy and penyble 

To wake fat my stomak is destruyed 

.1. pxei 30we dame fat ^e be nouht anoy3ed 

l^ouhe .1. so frendely my counsel schewe 

Be god J. wold nouht tell it bot a fewe 

!N"owe sire quod sche bot a worde ar .1. goo 

My cMlde is dede wif-in fes wekes tuo 

Sene fat 30 went oute of f is towne 

His def sawe .1. be reuelacione 

Seif e f is frere att home in owre dortoz^ure 

.r. dar wele sein ere fan balue an houre 

After his def .1. sawhe borne to blisse 

In myne avison so god me wisse 

So dede oure sexteine and oure fermowrere 

fat haue bue trewe freres .1. 3 ere 

f ei male nowe god be f anked of his lone 

Maken her.Iubile and walken alone . 

And vp he ros and al oure cbuent eke 

Wif . mony a tere trilKnge on my cheke 

Wif -owten noyes or clateringe of belles 

Te deum was owre sange and no f inge elles~ 

Saue fat to crist .1. saide an orison 

Thonkeinge him of his reuelacione 

For sir . and dame trestef me riht wele 

Oure orisons bene mor esprituele 

And more we see of cristes secre f inges 

Than burel folke [f ou3e f ei were kynges 

To lyue in pouert and in abstinaunce 

And borelle folke] in reches and wynynges^ 

In mete and drinke and in hire foule delite 

We haue f is werldes lust al in despite 

Lazar and diues leueden diuersly 

And diuers guerdone had f ei fere-bye 

Who so wil praie he mot fast and be clene 

Andl fatte his soule and mak his bodi lene 
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SIX-TEXT 390 

GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

We fare as seife pe postle clofe and foode 

Soffise]) vs foulie fei bo nouht gode [leaf 109, back] 

The clennes and fe fasteinges of vs freres 

Make]? fat crist acceptej) oure preiers 1884 

Lo Moyses .xl. dales and .xl. nylit 

Fasted or fat Mlie god of miht 

Spak Tvijj Mni in pe mounte of Synay 

WiJ? empty wombe fastinge mony a day 1888 

Eeceyued be pe lawe fat was wreten 

Wif goddes finger and beltbe wel je weten 

In f e mount or er be any specbe 

Wife fe bibe god fat is oure Hues lecbe 1892 

He fasted longe and was in contemplance 

And aaron fat bad f e temple of god in Gouernance 

And eke fat of re pn'stes euery-cbone 

In-to fe temple wban fei scbold gone 1896 

To preie for f e peple and do seruice 

fei wold nou3 dringen in no manere wise 

ISTo drinke wbicbe fat mibt bem drunke make 

Bot euer in abstinens to preie and wak 1900 

Lest fat fei deide take bede wbat .1. seie 

Eot fei be sobre fat for f e peple preie 

Ware fat I. seie no more for it suffisit 1903 

Oure lorde ibesus ' as boly god deuisit [^ MB ibfio] 

3euef YS ensample of fastinge and of preiers 

f er-for we amende fautes we pouere freres 

Bene wedded to pouerf and to contenence 

To cbarite bumblenesse and also pacience 1908 

Persecucione for ribtwisnesse 

To wepeinge misericord and clennesse 

And f ere-for may 30 se fat oure preyers 

.1. speke of ys me Yendinant freres 1912 

Bene to f e bibe god more acceptable 

Jpan 30ures wif 30ure fest att f e table 

For paradise first if .1. scbal noubt lye 

Was man out cbased for bis glotonye 1916 
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SIX-TEXT 391 

GROUP D^ § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS# 

An cliaste was man in paradise certeine 
Bott herken fere what .1. sclial seine 
.1. liaue no text of fat as .1. suppose 
Eot J. sclial iinde it in a maner glose 1920 

fat speciali onre swete lorde ihesus^ [* MS ihc] 

Spak f us be verse whan he seid f us 
Blissed be f ei fat pouer in spirit buen . 
And so forf e al f e gospel maie ^e seen peaf uo] 1924 

Where it be like oure professione 
Or her fat swemmen in possessione 
Fye on here pompe and on her glotonye 
And for here lewdenes .1. hem defye 1928 

Me f enkef f ei ben like louynyan 
Fatt as a whal and walkinge and as a swan 
As vinolent as a hotel in f e spense 

Her praier is ful of grete reuerence " 1932 

Whan f ei for sowles seine f e psalme of Dauit 
Lo buf f ei seine Cor meum Eructauit 
Who folowef cristes gospel and his lore 
Bot we fat humble be chast and pouer 1936 

Werkes of goddes worde and eke auditoures 
There-fore riht as an hauke ripe att a sores 
Vp springef e in-to f e eyre riht preiers 
Of charitable and chast besy freres 19 iO 

Makene here sores to goddes eren and hoo 
Thomas f ere-for so must .1. ride or goo 
And be fat god fat cleped is seint lue 
!N"ere f ou owre brof er scholdest f ou no3t fryue 1944 

In owre chapetre prei we daie and nyht 
To crist fat he sende f e hele and myht 
Thi body for to welden hastely 

. God wote quod, he no f inge f ere-of wote .1. 1948 

As helpe me criste as in fewe ^eres 
Haue .1. spended of diuers maner freres 
Fun mony a pounde jit fare .1. neuer f e bette 
Certein my good almost haue .1. be-sette 1952 
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SIX-TEXT 392 

qhow B. § 6. stjmmoker's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Fare wele my golde for it is al a-goo 

J?e frere answerde o thomas wlii dostowe soo 

What nede]? 30we diners freres to seclie 

What nedejj hem fat haf a parfite leche 1956 

To seche ofer leches in pe toune 

Joure inconstance is 30ure confusione 

Holde 3e me fan or elles oure conente 

To praie for 30we buen insafl&ciente 1960 

Thomas fat lape is nouht worf e a myte 

Jonre maladie is for 3e haue geuen vs so lite 

A 3ef fat couent half a quarter otes 

A 3ef . on or tno grotes 1964 

A 3ef f e frere a peny and late him goo 

Haj nay Thomas it male no finge be so Eieaf iio,backi 

WTiat is a ferf inge worthe parted in twelue 

Lo iche a finge fat is honed be him selue 1968 

Is more strange fan whan it is scaterd 

Thomas of me f ou schalt nouht bene flaterde 

Tho woldest owre laboure haue for nouht 

fe hihe god fat al fis welde haf wrouht 1972 

Seif fat f e werkman is worf i his hire 

Thomas nouht of 3 owre tresoure .1. desire 

As for my self, bott for al oure couent 

To praie for 3 owe is aye so diligent 1 976 

And for to bilden cristes owen chirche 

Thomas if 3e wil leren for to wirche 

Of bildeinge vp of cherches mai 3e finde 

If it be goode In thomas lif of hinde 1980 

3e ligge here ful of Anger and of yre 

Wif whiche f e deuel sette 3 owre eres of fire 

An chiden hire fis sely innocent , 

Joure wif fat is so meke and pacient 1984 

And f er-fore Thomas trowe me if 30we list 

I^e striue wife f i wife al for f e best 

And bere pis worde awaie be f i faif e 

Toucheinge suche finge lo what fe wise man seife 1988 
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' ' SIX-TEXT 393 

GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MSr 

"Wif-inne fin hons ne bue fou no lyone 
To J)i subgettes done none oppressione 
Ke maake fine acqueintance not for to fiie 
And Tbomas jitt eft-sonenes saie .1. f e 1992 

Be war for bire fat in f i bosome slepef 
Be war of fe serpent fat so slely crepef 
Ynder f e gras fat stingef sotely 

. Be war my sonne and berken paciently 1996 

fat .xx.M. men bane lost ber Hues 
For fat f ei bane bu spitoiis to ber wives 
!N"owe seffe fus 3e baue so boly a7id so meke a wif 1999 
Wbat nedef ^ 30W tbomas to maken strif [} p not complete] 

Tber is .I.-wis no serpent so cruel 
Wban men trede on bis taile nou3t balf so feU 
As womman is wban scbe baf caubt an yre 
Vengaunce is fan al fat f ei desire 2004 

Ire is a sinne on of f e grettest of seuen 
Abbominable vnto god of beuen/ 
And to bim self it is a destruccion 

Tbis euery lewed vicarie or parson 2008 

Can sey bowe ire engenderef bomicide [leaf 111] 

Ire in sof e is executor of pride 
.1. coufe of ire seie so mucbe sorwe 

Mi tale scbold last to tomorwe 2012 

And f er-for .1. praie god daie and nybt 
An yrus man send bim litel mibt 
It is grete barme and certes grete Pyte 
To sett an Irus man in bibe degre 2016 

Wbilom f er was an Irrous potestate 
As seif Senec duringe bis astate 
Ypon a daie out riden knybtes tuo 

And as fortune wolde it were so - 2020 

Tbat one of bem cam borne fat of ere noubt 
Anone f e knybt to-for f e luge is broubt 
And seide fus f ou bast f i felaw sleine 
For wbicbe J. deme f e to def certeine 2024 
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SIX-TEXT 394 

GROUP D, § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And to anofer knyht commauiided lie 

Go lede Mm to fe dej? .1. charge fe 

And liappe as J?ei went be fe weie 

Towardes pe place fere as lie scholde deie 2028 

The knyht cam whiche pel wende had hu dede 

Then pouhten pei it were pe beste rerede 

To lede hem hope to pe Inge a3eine 

pel seiden lorde pe knyht ne hap nonht sleine 2032 

His felaw here standep on lyue 

Je schoUen be dede quod. h« so mnst .1. priue 

pis to sei hope oone tno and pre 

And to pe first knyht riht pns spak he 2036 

.1. dampned pe pou most algate be dede 

And pou also mot nedes lose pine hede 

for pou art cause whi pi felawe deyep 

And to pe pred knyht rih[t] pus he seipe 2040" 

pou hast noaht done pat .1. comaunde pe 

And pus he dide sle hem al pre 

Irrows Cambises was eke dronkenlewe 

And aye delite him to bene a schrewe 2044 

And so be-fel a lorde of his meigne 

Tha[t] loued vertuus moralite 

Seide on a dale vnto him self riht pus 

A lorde is lost if pat he be vicious 2048 

A dronkenesse eke is a foule recoixie 

Of any man and namely in a lorde 

There is ful mony eye and mony an ere [leaf iii, back] ^ 

Awaytteinge on a lorde and he note where 2052 

Por goddes loue dringep more attemperelly , 

Wyne makep man to lese wrecchely 

His mynde and eke his limes euerychone 

The reuerse schal pou se quod he anone 2056 

And "p'oue it be pine owen experience 

Jpat wyne dope to folke none suche offence 

Jjere is no wyne be-reuep me my myht 

Of hande ne foote ne of myn ey3en siht 2060. 
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^* ' SIX-TEXT 395 

GKoup D. § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And for despite lie dranke ful miiclie more 

An .C. parte ])an lie hadd done to-fore 

And riht a-none J>is cursed wreche 

Lete Jis knyhtes son l)e-fome Mm fecche 2064 

And commandeinge liem fei schol be-for him stonde 

And sodanly lie toke his bowe on honde 

And vp fe stringe lie pulle to his ere 

And wij? an arwe he slowe pe childe riht fere 2068 

l!^owe wefe haue .1. seker honde or none 

Quod he is al my witte and my witte agone 

Hafe wyne berened me my eyesiht 

What scholde J. teft Jje Ansewere of pQ knyht 2072 

His son was sleyne fere is no more to seie 

Bef e warre fer-fore wijj lordes howe je pleie 

Singef Placebo and .1. schal . If .1. can 

[Bot 3if it be vn-to a pouer man. 2076 

To a pore man he schold his vices teH: 

Bot noujt to a lorde f ouhe he schold go to hefl 

Lo Itious Sirus f ilke percien 

How he destreiede fe river of Gysen 2080 

For fat an hors of his was drenched f ere-inne 

"Whan fat he wente babiloyne to wynne 

He maad fat f e riuer was so smale 

fat wewmen mihten wade oner ale 2084 

Lo what seide he fat so wele teche can 

"Ne be no felow to none yrous man . 

"Ng wif no wood man walke be f e waie 

Leste f e repent .1. wil no more seie 2088 

!N"ow thomas lene. brof er leue fin Ire 

f on schalt me finde als lust as is a swire 

Holde nouht f e deuele» knyf ay fat fin herte 

Ji)ine Anger dof e f e al to sore smarte " 2092 

Eot schew to me al fin confession [leaf 1123. 

"Naj quod f e seke man be seint Simon 

,1. haue be schreue f is daie att my curate 

'.I. haue him tolde al holy myne estate 2096 
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SIX-TEXT 3^3 

GROUP D. § 6. summoker's tale. lansdowne MS, 

It nede|? no more spek of kit seide k-e 

Bot if me lust of mjiie kumilitee 

Jif me pBH of J>i golde to make oure cloystei: 

(^uod ke for mony a mnskel and many an oyster 2100 

Ha])e buen oiire fod<e oure cioi[s]ter for to reis6 

Wkan o|>er men kafje be ful wele att eyse 

And 3it god wote vne]) f e foundement 

Performed is ne of oure Paiment 2104 

iN'is noukt a tile ^it wij?4nn=e owre wones 

Be godde we owen fourti pounde for stones 

"Now kelpe tkomas for kim pat kerewed keUe 

Or we most oure bokes sette 2108 

And if we lakke our prgdicacione 

Tkan go'p Jje weride al to destruccione 

For wko wolde fro pis weride vs be-reue 

So god me saue Tkomas be 3oure leue 2112 

He wolde be-reve oute of pe weride pe sonne 

For wko can tecke and worcke as we conne 

And pat is noukt of iitei time quod ke 

Bot sepyns Elye was or Ely3e 2116 

Hape freres buen pat finde .L of recorde . 

In Ckarite y-ponked be oure lorde 

"Now tkomas kelpe for seiat ekaritee 

Adoune a-none ke sett kim on kis kne 2120 

IF Tkis seeke man wex nyke woode for ire 

He wolde pat pe frere kad bue on fire 

Wip kis fals dissimulacione 

Sucke pinge as is kere in my possessione 2124 

Quod ke pat male .1. ^eue and none opere 

5e seine me pus pat ,1. am 30ure broper 

Je sertes qv.od pe frere trustep me wele 

•I. toke oure dame oure lettres wip owre seale 2128 

% l^owe wele quod ke and sumwkat wil .1. 3eue 

Vn-to 30ure koly Couent wkiles .1. leve 

And in pia kand pou sckal it kaue anone 

Vpon pis condicione and opere none 2132 
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r. : ^ SIX-TEXT- 507 

GBoup D.. §6. summoner's TALE. Lansdowne "MS", ^^ 

J)at ]>on depart it so myne owene dere brofer ' 

J)at Querj frere haue also muclie as ofer 

This schalt jiou swere on fi professione [leaf ii^ baci<i 

Wijj-onte fraude or cauellacione 2136 

J. swere it quod fis frere vpon my feijie 

And fere-wijj-al his honde in his. he leife 

Lo here my feij?e in me schal be no lakke 

l^an put fine honde donne be my bakke 2140 

Seide fis man and grepe wel be-hinde ', 

Be-nefe my biittok J^ere schaltow finde 

A Jjinge fat .1. haue hid in pHuete 

A fQuht frs frere fat schal go wif me - 2144 

An doune his honde he lannce]? in-to f e clift 

He hoped fere for to linden a jift 

And fan fill besi was f is frere 

Aboute his touele gropeinge here and fere 21 4§ 

Amiddes his honde he lete f e frere a fart 

Jare is no capel draweinge in fe cart i 

fat myht haue latt a fart of suche a sown6 

Jje fyere vp stert as it were a fers lyone 2152 

A fals cherle quod he for kokes bones ' 

f is hastow for spite done for f e nones 

f ou schal abye f is fart if fat .1. niaie 

'Hism.eign3e whiche fat lierden fis affray 2156 

Cam lepeinge inn and chased owte f e frere 

And forf e he gof e wif a ful Angry chiere 

An fette his felawe fere as leie here store' 

He loked as it were awilde bore . 2160 

He grentef his tef so was he wrof e ' - } 

A stordy pas doune :to f e^ courte he gof e ' : ■ 

Where as fere wonned a man of grete honoure 

To whome fat ' he- was al ■ weie conf essoure 2164 

This worfr man~was lorde of fat vilage 

fis frere cam as f ouhe it "were in a rage 

Where as fis lorde. satteeteingeatt his horde 

!P"nnief miht fe frere speke .a. wdrde . " 2168 

. tANSDOWNE 276 (6-T. 39^) 



I SIX7TEXT 398 

GROUP D. §6. summoneb's l?ALE. Lansdowiie M^. ■ 

Til att fe last lie seide god 30W se 

j^is lorde gan loke and seide benedicite 

qaodi lie ffrere lolin wliat manere werlde is fis 

;L &ee wele ]?at sum finge is amys 2172 

3e loken as ]?e wode were ful of ^eues 

Sitte]) anone and tel me whate jon greues 

And it sclial bene amended if }jat .1. maye 

if. bane quodi he a dispite to daye 2176 

God 3elde 30W a downe in 30iie vilage p^af iisj 

J5at in fis werlde Jjereis none so pouer a page 

J?at be nolde baue abbomynacio«*ne 

Of ]?at .1. bane reseyuede in ^owre tonne 2180 

And jit me grene]? no finge so sore 

As ]?at fis olde cberle wij) lokkes bore 

Blasphemed ba]j oure boly Conent eke 

K'ow mayster qwod jjis lorde .1. jowe beseke 2184 

JSTo maystere qwod be bot s^ruitoure 

peib .1. bane bad in scole jjat bonoure 

God lykej) noubt fat men vs Eaby caH 

iN"ey]jer in Market ne in jonre baU 2188 

!N"o force quodi be bot tel me of jonre grene 

Sir qwod pe frere an bydons mescbene 

Tbis dale be-tidde is to myne order and to me 

And so par consequence to icbe degre 2192 

Of boly cbercbe god amend it sone 

Sir quo^ |je lorde je wote wbat is to done ' 

Distemper 3 owe noujte 3e be my confessoure 

Je bue pe salt of pe erpe and pe sauoure 2196 

Por goddes lone 30ure paciens 3e bolde 

Tellep me 3oure grene and be anone biin tolde 

Als 30 baue berde be-for 30 wote wele wbatt 

Tshe lady of pe bous ay stil satt 2200 

Til scbe berde wbat pe frere seide 

Ey goddes moder quod, scbe blisful meide 

Es pere noubt elles tellep me feipfully 

Ma dame quod be bo we pinke 3 owe per by 2204 
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SIX-TEXT S09 

GROVP D. § 6. summoneb's tale. Lansdowne MS» 

Howe |jat me |^eiike{^ q^/od sclie so god me sped© 

J. seie a ciberle lia)^e done a cherles dede 

What scholde J. sei god lat him ikQuere pe 

His seeke hede is ful of vanite 2208 

J. holde him in a maner franseye 

Ma dame quod he he god J. schal Bonjt Ije 

!Bot .1. on ojjere wyse mai hene a-wreke 

,1. schal sclander him otjer al where J. speke 2212 

Je fals hlasphemoz^r |i^[t] charged me 

To parte fat myht nouht departed be 

To euery man y-Eche wi|^ meschaunce 

The lorde satte stiUe as he lay in a traunc© 2216 

And in his hert he lolle yp vdo'iine 

Howe had J>is cherle ymaginaciounce 

To sehew suche a prohleme to fe frere peafiis, backj 

iKTeuer arst or nowe herde J. of suche matier© 2220 

J. trow© fQ denel put it in his mynd© 

In ars metrike schal Jere no man find© 

Ee-for Jjis daie of suche a question© 

Who schold make a demonstracion© 2224 

fat euery man schold haiie J,-lik:e his parte 

Of a sown© or of a sanoure of a farte 

nyce pronde cherle .1. schrewe his face 

Lo sires q^^od fis lorde wif hard© grac© 2228 

Who euer herde of suche a f inge or nowe 

To euery man .y.-lyke tel me how© 

It is an impossible it mai nou^t be 

A nyce cherle god lat him neuer fe 2232 

The rumbling© of a farte and euery sown© 

J^e es hot hot of eyre reuelacioune 

And f ere-wif wastef lytel and lyte a-waie 

Ther is no man can deme be my faie ^ 2236 

If fat it were departed equali 

What lo my cherle lo ^it how© schrewdelye 

Vn-to my confessot^r to-daie he spak 

.1. holde him certeine a demonyak 2240 
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SIX-TEXT 40Q 

GROUP D. § 6. stjmmoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. ^ 

"Nowe ete]j 30"are mete and let liini go pleie 
Latt him go honge Mm self a deuel weie 

\TJie Solution of the " Prohleme " hi/ the LorWs Squire, 
No Ireak in tlie Jf/S.] 

N"owe stoode fe lordes swyer att fe borde 
fat kerne here mete and herde "worde for worde 2244 

Of alle finge of whiche .1. haue ^owe seide 
My lorde a^o^ he be nouht heuel apaide 
J. confe telle for a gone clofe 

To 30W s^V frere so 30 be nonht wrope 2248 

How pat pis scholde enen ydelt be 
Amonge" 3onre Conent if it lykep me 
Tel on qwod pe lorde and pon sehalt hane anone 
A goune elope be god and be seint lohii 22^2 

Mi lorde a^o^ he whan pis weder is feire 
Wip-owten wynde or pertnbeinge of eyre 
Lat bringe a carte whele here in-to pis haH 
Bot loke he haue his spokes aH 2256 

Twelne spokes hap a cart whele comn?^ly 
And bringe me pan .xij. freres witte 30 why 
For twelne is a Conent as J. gesse 

?owre confessozer hede for his worpinesse 2260 

Schal performe vp pe nombre of his Conent Oeaf lu] 

Than schal pei knele a-donne by on assent 
And to ^Vi&TY spokes ende in pis manere 
Fnl saddely scholden lay her^ nose iche a frere 2264 

Jonre noble Confessonre pere god him sane 
Schal holde his vpriht in-to pe nane 
Than schal pis cherle wip bely styffe and tonht 
As any tabnr hider bnen bronht 2268 

And sett him on pe whele riht on pis carte 
Vpon he nane and late him maake a farte 
And 30 schol see vp peril of my Kf 

Be prene whiche pat is demonstratif 2272 
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SIX-TEXT 401 

GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Lansdowne MS, 

Jat eqtiali f e soune of it wil wende 

And eke j>e stynk to pe spokes ende 

Sane Jjat fis wor])i man Jjis confessonre 

Becanse he is a man of grete hononre 2276^ 

Sclial liane Jje first frnyte as reson is 

The noble Ysaga of freres jit is jjis 

The wor])i men of hem scholen first be serued 

And Serteynly he ha]j it wele deserued 2280 

He ha]) to-day tauht ys so muche goode 

WiJ? precheinge in Je pilpnt Jer he stoode 

Jjat .1. maie vouche sane .1. saie for me 

JEe hadde J>e first smel of fartes Jjre 2284 

And so wolde al his couent hardely 

He here]) him so faire and so holyly 

The lorde Jje lady and eche mon sane Jje frere 

Saiden J?at lankyn spak in fis matiere 2288 

As wele as Euclide or ptholome^ [^ t w i crost^ 

Toucheinge fe cherle subtelite 

And by hihe make him speke as he spak 

He is no fule ne none demoniak 2292 

And lanky haj) wonne a newe gowne 

I^Ii tale is done we buen almost att towne 

Explicit fabula Aparltoris $ 
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§ 1. THE CLEEK'S HEAD-LINK. 
LANSDOWNE MS. 



^ Incipit 'grologus Clerici f Com leafiuj 

Sir Clerc of Oxenforde owre Oste seide 
Je ride as stili and coie as do]? a maide 
Weer newe spowsed sittinge att fe borde 
This dale ne herde .1. of joure tounge a worde 4 

I trowe Jjat 36 stody a"boute some sophime 
Bot Salomon seife euerj Jjinge hafe time 
Eor godessake beje of Better cMer 

It is no time for to stodie here . 8 

Tel vs sum mery tale be jonre feie [leaf 114, back] 

Eor what man is entrede in-to pleie 
He nedes mote vnto J?e plaie assent 

Bot precbes nonbt as freres done in lente 1 2 

To make vs for onre olde sinnes wepe. 
l^e fat pi tale Make us noubt to sl[e]pe 
Ten vs sum Mery Jjinge Of Auentures 
3oure termes 30ure coloures 30ure figures 16 

Kepe bem in store til so be 3 e enditen 
Hibe stylede as wban pat men to kinges writen 
SpekeJ) so pleine att Jds time .1. 30U preie 
Tbat we may vnderstonde wbat 30 seie 20 

IT J?is worpi clerke benywgly ansewerd 
Oste quod be .1. am vnder 3oure 3erde 
3e bane of vs as none pe gouemance 
And J?e?'fore wil .1. do 3owe obeissance 24 
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As fer as reson axe]? hardely 

.1. wili 30 we tel a tale wliiclie fat .1. 

Lerened att Padouse of a worjji clerke 

As preuede be his worde and his werk 28 

He is nowe dede aiid nailed in his chist 

.1. praie to god 3if his sonle good ryst 

Fraunces Petrak ]?e Lanreat poet 

Hiht f is clerke whos rethorik swoet 32 

Enlumyned al. ytaile of Potrie 

As Linian dide of Philosophie 

Or lawe or ojer arte particulere 

Bote Jat wil nonht suffur dwell here 36 

Bot as it were a twynklinge of an eye 

Hem bojje hafe and al schal we dye 

Bot for to tell of f is wor])i man 

Jat tauht me fis tale as he gan 40 

.1. seie fat wif hyhe stile first enditej? 

Or he fe body of his tale write]? 

A prohemye in fe whiche descriuej? he 

Pymonde and of Saluces fe Contre 44 

And spekef of AjDpenyne f e hnlles hihe 

pat buen pe boundes of lumbardie 

And of fe monnte vesulus in special 

Where as pe poe out of a wel smal 48 

Take]? his first springeinge and his sours 

pat estward ay encresep in his cours 

To Emel warde • ferrir and venise [leaf 115.] 

"Whiche of longe pinge were to deuise h^ 

And treuly as to my luggement 

Me penkep pat a pinge impertinent 

Saue pat he wil con[u]eyn his matier^ 

Bot pis is tale whiche pat 30 maie hier h^ 

Eajplicit prologt^sf 
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SIX-TEXT 405 

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



[No hreahs are hetween the stanzas in the M8.^ 

hie incipit fabula ion leafmi 

r.er is riht att fe west side of Itaile 57 

Donne att fe rote of Yesnlns f e colde 
A Insti pleine abonndannt of vitaile 
Where mony a tonre and tonne J)on maiste beholde 
]pat fonnden were in time of faders olde 
And mony anojjer delitable silit 
And Salnces fe noble contre hiht 63 

A markes wbilome lorde was of fat lande 64 

[As were his worthi elderes hym be-fore] S.^^l^ oLi^^'z.^JI] 

And obeissan aie redy to his Jiande 

Were al his lieges bofe lesse and more 67 

Jpus in delite he lenejj and haj? done 3ore 

Beloned and drad f orwhe fanoure of fortnne 

Bofe of his lordes and of his comnne 70 

jOere-wif he was as to speke of Lignage 71 

A faire person and, stronge and ^onge of age . 73 

The gentillest bore of lombardye 72 

[And ful of hononre and of curtesye] [ms Reg. 18 c 2] 

Discrete ynouhe his Contre for to Gye 

Sane in summe finges he was to blame 

And Waltier was fis ^onge lordes name , 77 

I. blame him pns fat he considerd nonht 78, 

In time comynge what myht him be-tide 

Botte on his luste present was al his f ouht 

[And for to hanke and hnnte on euery syde] ^^l^afill^^^* 

Wei nyhe al ofere Cures lete he slide 

And eke he nolde fat was f e werst of all 

Wedde no wife for owhte fat maie befall 84 
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Onely J?at poynte his peple bare so sore S6 

Jpat flokingmele on a day to him Jjei went 

And of him Jjat wisest was of lore 

Or elles J?at Jje lorde beste wolde assent 88 

J;at scholde tellen him what his peple ment 

Or elles couj)e schew wele suche matier 

Se to J)e Markys seide as je schal here 91 

noble Markes ^oure humanite 92 

' Assurife vs and whisse vs hardines 
As oft as time is of necessite 

That we to 30we male teH oure Heuinesse Deaf ii5, back] 

Accept lorde now of joure gentilnesse 
fat we wij) petous hert to 30we pleine 
And late 30ure eres nonht my voice disdeyne 98 

5r Al hane .1. nouht to done in fis matiere 99 

Mor fan anof ere man haf e in f is place 

Jitte as for as mnche as je my lorde so dere 

Haue alweie schewde me fauore and grace 102 

.1. dare f e better ax of 3 owe a space 

Off Audience to schewen oure request 

And 30 my lorde to do riht as 30 we liest 105 

IT For certes lorde so wele lykef vs 30 we 106 . 

And al 3owre werkes and euer haf e fat we 
iN'e couf e nouht oure seluen deuisen howe 
We myht leue in more felice 109 

• Saue o f inge lorde if 3owre wil be 
fat for to be a wedded man 3owe list 
fan were 30ure peple in Souereigne hertes rest 112 

f Bouf e 30ure nek vnder fat blisfuH 30k 113 

Off Souereignete nouht of seruise 

Whiche fat men clepe spowsal or wecllok 

And finkef lord amonges 3oure fouhtes wise 116 
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[ffor of wedlok/ cometh gret emprise] ^^^ m1 Reg!*i8 c ^^^ 

For fouhe we slepe or wake or roume or ride 

Ay . fliejj pe time and wil no man abide 119 

And fouh 3oiire grene 3ou)?e fioure as 3ite 120 

IF In crepe]) Age al wei as stiU as stone 

And defe manasse]) euery age and smytef 

In eclie astate for fer askapef none 123 

And also certeigne as we knowe iclione 

pat we schal deie . As vncerteigne we all 

Eiene of fat daie pat dep sclial on vs faH 126 

^ Accepte fan of vs fe trewe entente 1*27 

fat neuer 3it refuysed 3oure hest 

And we lorde 3if fat 30 wil asente 

piiese 3owe a wif in schort time att f e lest . 1 3(Jj 

Borne of f e gentelest and of the mest 

Of al f is londe so fat it ouht seme 

Hojiowr to god and 30we as we can deme 133 

IT Deliner vs of al fis besy dede 13^ 

And takef a wif for bihe goddes sake 

ffor if it so be-fel as god for-bede 

fat foure def e 3oure lignage scbolde slake, 137 

And fat a stronge successoure scbolde take [leaf 1163 

3oure Heritage woo were vs on lyve , 

Wbere-for we praie 30we bastely to wiue ,140 

% Here meke preiere and bere pitouse cbiere 141 

Maaked 30 Markes bert baue pite 

[Wol ye quod be myn oune peple deere] ^^rm ^baci^* 

To fat .y. nerste euer f oubt to steyne me 144 

I. me reloysed of my lybertie 
J)at selden time is fonnden manage 
Jjere J. was fre .1. most be in seruage 147 
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IT Bot nafeles .1. see joure trewe entente 148 

And truste vpon joure witte and haue done aye 

Where-for wi]? ali my fre wil .1. wil assents 

To wedde me als sone as eu[er]e .1. male 151 

Bot fere as 3e haue proferd me to daie 

To cliese me a wif .1. 30 we relese 

J5at choise and ^raj joue of joure profure cese 154 

IT For .1. "wote fat cliildern often bien 155 

Ynlyke liere elders hem "before 

Bounte comef al of god noulit of fe strene 

Of whiclie fei bue engenderd and y-bore 158 

.1. truste in godese bounte and fere fore 

Myn mariage and myne astate and reste 

.1. Mm be-take be male do as him leste 161 

% Lete me alone in cheseinge of my wif 162 

J)at charge vpon my bak .1. wil endure 

Bot .1. 30we preie and charge vpon 3owre lif 

Jpat what wife .1. take 36 me assure 165- 

To worschip hire while fat hire life maie endure 

In worde and werke bof e here and euerywhere 

As sche an Emperoure doubter weere 168 

IT And ferfer-more fis schal 3e swere fat 36 169 

A3eine my choice schal neuer gruche ne strive 

ffor sef .1. schal for-go my liberte 

Att 30ure request as euer mot .1. fryve 172 

f er as my hert is set Iper wH .1. wiue ^^^.^fisl-^VAf^ 

And bot 30 wil assente in suche manere 

.1. praie 3owe spekef no more of fis m.atiere 175 

^ Wif hertly wil f ei swpre and assenten 176 

To al fis f inge f er seide no whiht naye 

Besekeinge him of grace or fat f ei wenten 

fat he wold g^^aunten hem a cerceigne daie 179^ 
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Of his spowsel as sone as euere he maie 
Tor 3it alweie f e peple sum what drede 
Lest J?at ]}is Markes ho wife wold wedde Deaf iie, back] 

IF He grannted hem a dai suche as him list 183 

On whiche he wil be wedded sekurly . 

And seide He dide al ]?is att Jieire request 

An fei wij?e humble entent ful buxhumly . 186 

Kneleynge vpon here knese ful reuerently 

Him Jjonkynge aE: and ])us Jei haue an ende 

Of here entente and home ajeine Jei wende 189 

IT And here-ypon he to his officiers 1'90 

Co7?imaunde]3 for fe feste to purveie 

And to his prme knyhtes and swjers 

Suche charge jaf as him list on hem leye 193 

And fei to his commandement obeie 

And yche of hem do J? his diligence 

To do vn-to Jje fest reuerence . 196 

[PART IL] 

Prima pa^-s fabule 

"^"yowht fer fro fe paleis honurable 197 

\ Where as fe Markes schope his mariage 
-i- 1 The[re] stode a frope of fe Cite delitable 
In whiche fat pouer folke of fat vilage 200 

Hadden her bestes and her herbergage 
And of here laboure toke here sustinance 
After fe erfe 3af hem abundance 203 

IT Amonge fise pouer folke fer dwelled a man 204 

Whiche was holde pouerest of hem al 

Bot f e hihe god sum time sende can 

His grace in-to a lite oxe stal 207 

lanicula Men of fat f orpe him cal 

A doubter had he faire ynouhe to siht 

An Crisilda f is 3onge maiden hiht 210 
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IF Bot for to speke of vertuouse beute 211 

Jjan was sche one of Jje fairest vnder sonne 

Ful pouerly fosterd was sche 

JSTo lycoTirous luste was in hire hert yronne 214 

Wele ofter of fe wel J)an of fe tonne 

Sche dranke for sche wolde vertuse plese 

Sche knewe wele laboure bot none ydel,ese 217 

IT Bot fonhe ]?is maide tender were of age 218 

3ite in ]je breste of hire virginite 

fere was y-closed ripe and scharpe corage 

And in a grete reuerence and charite 221 

Hire olde pouer fader fosterd sche 

A fewe schepe spynynge on fe felde sche kepped Deaf inx 

Sche nolde noujt be ydel til fat sche slepped 224 

IT And whan sche cam homwarde sche wald bringe 225 

Wortes or ofer herbes times oft 

The whiche sche schredde and sefe for here leuemge 

And maade hire bedde ful harde andj nofinge soft 228 

And ay sche kepped h.er faders life on loft 

Wife euerye obeissance and dilegence 

J^at childe myht do to fadere reuerence 231 

IF Ypon Crizilda f e pouer creature 232 

Tul oft sife f e Markes sett is eye 

As he on hunteinge rode perauenture 

And whan it feti fat he myht hire aspye 235 

He noubt wif wanton lokeinge of folye 

His eyen kast on hire bot in sad wise 

Ypon hire chere he wolde him of avise 238 

% Co?7imendinge in his ert here wommanhede 239 

And eke hir vertue passinge any whihte 

Of so 3onge age as wele in chere as in dede 

¥or f ouhe f e peple haue no grete insiht 242 
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GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Lansdowue MS-. 

Ill vertue he considered ful riht 

Her boTinde and disposed ]:at lie wolde 

Wedde hire onely if euere he wed scholde 245 

IT Jje daie of weddinge cam hot no whihte can 246 

Tel what womman fat it scholde be 

For whiche merveile wondere]? mony man 

And seiden whan ]?ei were in pnnete 249 

Wil nonht oure lorde leue his vanite 

Wil he nouht wedde alas alas J>e while 

Whi wil he fus him self and vs he-gile 252 

% Bot nafeles fis Markes hafe done make . 253 

Of gemmes sette in golde . and in asure 

Broches and ringes for crisild sake 

And of hir clojjinge toke he fe mesure . .256 

Of a maiden lyke to hire stature 

And eke of ofer ornamentes al 

Jat vnto suche a wedynge scholde fal 259 

IT The time of hundren of J»e same daie 260 

Aprochejj fat fis weddynge schold be 

And al J»e paleis putt was in araie 

Bofe hal and chambre iche \n his degre 263 

Houses of of&cez stoffed wij? plente 

Ther mai fou see of daynteuos vitaile peaf 117, back] 

That male be founde as fer as last ytaile 266 

IF This Eoial Markes richeli araide 267 

Lordes and ladies in his compaigne 

The whiche vnto J>e feste were praide 

And of his retenu fe bachellarie 270 

Wi]) mony a soune of sundre Melodie 

Ynto fe vilage of whiche .1. tolde 

In Jiis arraie fe riht weie hafe holde 273- 
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GROUP E. § 2, clerk's tale. lansdowne MS» 

f- Crisid of Jjis god wote ful innocente 274 

That for hir schapen al fis arraie was 

To fecche water atte fe wel is went 

And come]? liome as sone as euer sche male 277 

For wele sclie hadde lierde saie fat ilke dale 

Jpat Markes scholde wedde and if sclie miht 

Sche ,wol feine haue seine sum of J?at siht 280 

IT Sche font .1. wil wijj ojjer maidens stonde 281 

]5at bien my felaues in owre dore and see 

The Markes and farfore wil .1. fonde 

To done att home as sone as it mai be 284 

The laboure J>at longe]) vnto me 

And fan .1. maie att leiser hire be-holde 

If sche Jjis waie in-to fe castel holde 287 

^ And as sche wolde oner fe fresshewolde gone 288 

The Markes came and gawne hire for to call 

And sche sett doune hire water pott a-none 

Be-side j?e fresshewold of fis ox . staH 291 

And donne ypon hir knesse sche gan to fall 

WiJj sadde Countenance knele]? stiH 

Tn sche hadd herde what was f e lordes will 294- 

IT This Jjouhtful Marquys spake vnto fis maide 295 

Ful soburly and seide in fis manere 

Where es 3owre fader Crizild he seide 

And sche wij? reuerence and humble chiere 298 

Ansewerd lorde he is aU redie here 

And in sche gofe wiJ>-oute langer lette 

And to Je Markys hir fader sche fette 301 

IT He be Je honde fan toke fis olde man 302 

And seide fus whan he had him a side 

lanicula .1. neyfere maie ne kan 

lenger fe pl^sajace of myne herte hide 305 
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If fat }jou vonclie-saf wliat so be-tide 

J)i douhter J. wil take ar fat .1. wende [leaf iisj 

As for my wif vnto hire Hues ende 308 

% Thowe louest me .1. wote it wele certeine 309 

And arte my feifeful liege Maifaie y-bore 

And al fat likef me .1. dar wel seine 

It likef fe a7id specialische fere-fore * 312 

Tel me fat point as .1. haue seide be-fore 

If fat f ou wilte vnto fat purpose drawe 

To take me as for fi soil in la we 315 

IF Tlie sodeyne caas fe man a-stoned so 316 

fat rede he wex a-basscbed and al qwakynge 

He stoode vnnef be seide worde no moo 

Bot only fus lorde quod be my willynge 319 

Is as 30 wiH noubt a-3eines 30ure lykeynge 

.1. wil nof inge 30 be my lorde so dere 

Eot as 30 w luste gouernef fis matier 322 

If 3it wil .1. qtwd fis Markes softlye 323 

}?at in fi chamber .1. and f owe and sche 

Haue a collacione and wost f u whie 

Tor .1. wil ax if fat hire wil bee 326 

To be my wif and reule hire aftere me 

And al fis schal be done in f i presence 

.1. wil noubt speke owte of fine Audience 329 

IT And in hire Chambre while f ei were aboute 330 

Here treteis whiche fat 30 schal after here 

The peple cam in to f e hous wif-oute 

And wondred hem in here honest manere 333 

And tentifly sche kepped hir fadere dere 

Bot vtterly Crizilda wonder myht 

For neuer eft sauhe sche suche a siht .336 
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^ 1^0 wonder is J?oulie fat sche were a-stoned 337 

To se so grete a geste in fat place 

Sche neuer was to suche gestez woned 

For which sche lokede wij? ful pale face 340 

Bot schortly forfe fis matie[r] for to chace 

Thes aren fe wordes fat Markes seide 

To his benigne feif-fal maide 343 

IF Crizild he seide ^e schal wele vnderstonde 344 

It likef to 30ure fader and to me 

]pat .1. 30we wedde and eke it male so stonde 

As .1. suppose 3e wil fat it so be • 347 

Bot f is demandes ax .1. first quod he . 

That sef en it schal be done in hastie wise [leaf iis, back] 

Wil 3e assent or elles 3owe avise 350 

IT T seie f is be redye wif goode herte^ 351 

To al my lust and fat I. frely male 

As .me best f enkef do 30we knowe ore smerte 

And neuer f e to grucche it nyht ne dale 354 

And eke whan .1. seie 3e ne sale nouht naie 

!N"eyf er be worde ne be frounynge contenance 

Swere fis and here .1. swere oure alliance 357 

^-Weddinge vpon fis worde whakeinge for drede 358 

Sche seide lorde vndigne or ynworf i 

Am .1. to fat ilke honor fat 3e me bede 

Botas 3e wil 30ure self riht so wil .1. 361" 

And here .1. swere fat" neuer wilingely 

In werke ne f ouhte .1. nyl 3owe disobeie 

For to be dede f ouhe me were lof e to deie 364 

IT This is ynouhe Crizilda myne quod he 365 

And forf e he gof e wife a ful sobre chiere 

Oute atte f e dore and after fat cam sche 

And to f e peple he seide in fis maniere 368 
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This is my wife q?/,c»d lie fat stonde]? Mere 
HonoureJ? hir and loueJ> hire eke .1. preie 
Who so me louefe fare is no more to seie 371 

H" And for pat nofinge of hire olde gere 372 

Sche scholde bringe in to his house he badde 

]5at wemmen scholde dispoylen [hire] riht fere 

Of whiche fe ladies weren nofinge gladde 375 

To handel hire clofes where in sche was cladde 

Bot nafeles f is maiden briht of hewe 

Fro pe fote to f e hede fei clofed hane al newe 378 

IT Her here ha fei kembed fat laie yntressed 379 

Thei tirede hir hede fat longe rudely laie dressed 381 

Ful roodely . and wif hire fingers smale 380 

Of hire araye what scholde .1. maake a tale 382 

Sche is nowe faire of hewe fat arst was pale 

Ynnef f e peple hire knewe for hire fairenesse 

Whan sche transemute was in suche rechesse 385 

% This Markes haf her wed wif a ringe 386 

Brouht for f e same cause and hire sette 

Ypon an hors snowe white and wele Amblynge 

And to fe paleis ar he langer lette 389 

Wif loyful peple fat hire ladde and mette 

Conueyde hire and f us f e dale f ei spende [leaf 112] 

In reuele til f e sonne gan descende 392 

IT And schortly forf e fis tale for to chace 393 

.1. seie fat to fis new Marquysesse . - 

God haf e suche fauore sent hire of his grace 

Jpat it ne semed nouht be liknesse 396 

J?at sche was borne and fedde in rudesse 

As in a Cote or in an ox stall " 

Bot norissched in an Emperours hall 399" 

LANSDOWNE 294 (6-T. 415) 



SIX-TEXT 416 

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

IT To euerj whiglit sclie waxen is so defe 400 

And worschipful fat folke fere sche was bore 

And frome hire birfe knewe hire 3ere be 3ere 

Ynnef trowed fei bot dorst ban swore , 403 

That to lanicul of whiche .1. spak before 

Sche doubter nas for as be conertore 

Hem jjouht sche was a.nofer creature 406 

^ For fouhe euere vertuous was sche 407 

Sche was encresed in suche excellence 

Of Jjewes goode sette in hihe bounte 

And so discrete and faire of eloquence 410 

So benigne arid digne of reuerence 

And coupe so fe peple hertes so enbrace 

That iche hire louepe Jat lokej) in hire face 413 

^ ]S'ou3t only of Saluces in j>e toune 414 

Purplyste was fe bounte of hire name 

Bote eke be-side in mony a Eegioune 

If one seide wele a nofer seide fe same ' 417 

So spredefe of hire hihe bounte and fame 

That men and wemmen also wele ^onge as olde 

Gone to Saluce vpon hire to be-holde 420 

^ Thus Walter lowly. nou3t . but royalye 421 

Wedded wif fortunate honeste 

In goddes pea leuejj ful esilye 

Att home and outewarde grace, ynowhe had he 424 

And for he sauhe fat Ynder lowe degre 

Was oft vertue hidde fe peple him helde 

A prudent man and fat is seene ful seide 427 

IF ISTouht only fis Crisilde f ourhe hire witte 428 

Couf e al f e feif e of wifly homlynesse 

Bot eke whan fat f e caas required it 

The comune profit coufe sche redresse 431 
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Ther nas discorde rancor ne heuinesse 

In al ]?at londe fat sche coufe apese [leaf 119, back] 

An wisely bringe hem al in hertes ese 434 

IF Thonhe fat hir liusbonde absent were anone 435 

If gentil men or of ere of here contre 

Weere wrof e sche wolde bringe hem att one 

So wise and ripe wordes had sche 438 

And luggement of so grete eqnite 

That from henen ysente was as men wende 

The peple to plese and eiiery wronge to amende 441 

% ISTonht longe time after fat f is Crisilde 442 

Was wedded sche a doubter haf .I.-bore 

Al had hire leuer haue borne a knaue childe 

Gladd was f is markes and his folk f er fore 445 

!For f ouhe a mayden childe cam al before 

Sche male vnto a knaue childe atteigne 

Belikned sef sche is nouht bareine 448 

[Explicit] Secunda pars ffabule. 

[PART IIL'\ 

There fel att befallef times mo \or ino] 449 

Whan fat f is childe hadde sowked hot a f rowe 
This Markes in his hert langef so 
To tempt his wif hire saddenesse for to knowe 452 

That he ne myht oute of his hert f rowe 
This meruelous desire his wif to assaie 
!N"edeles god wote he f ouht hire to affraie 455 

IF He hadde assaide hire ynouhe before 456 

And fonde hire eue^'e goode what nededef e 

Hire for to tempte and alweie more and more 

Bot as for me .1. seie f at yuel it sitte 459 

Jjouhe sume men it preise for a subtile witte 

To assaie a wif whan fat it is no nede 

And to putten hire in angwysse and in drede 462 
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If ffor whiclie fis markys wrouht in J?is manere 463 

He cam a;nylit alone j^ere as sche leye 

Wif steren face and wij? trouble cHere 

And seide fus Cr[i]3ilde qwod lie fat deye 466 

Jpat .1. 3oiie toke oute of 301116 poure aray 

And putt 3owe in astate of Mhe noblesse 

3e haue nouht for-geten as .1. gesse 469 

IF .1. seie Criselde fis present dignite 470 

In whicbe .1. haue put 30we as . I trowe 

Make]) 3owe noubt for-3eteful for to be 

J^ai.I 3owe toke in poure astate ful lowe 473 

Tor any wele 36 moste 30ure selue knowe peaf 120] 

Take bede of euery worde fat .1. 3 owe seie 

J)ere is no wbigbt fat beref it bot we tweye 476 

IT 3e wote 3oure self wele bowe fat 36 com bere 477 

In to f is bouse fat is noubt longe a go 

And f oube to me 36 be ribt leue and dere 

Vn-to my gentils 36 be nofinge so 480 

Tbei seie to bem it is grete scbame and woo 

Por to be soubgetes and be in seruage 

To f e fat art borne of a smale vilage 483 

^ And namely sef f e f i doubter was bore 484 

)pis wordes baue f ei spoken doutelese 

Bot .1. desire as .1. baue done be-fore 

To lede my lyue wif hem in rest and pese 487 

.X male noubt in f is caas be recbeles 

.1. mote do wif f i doubter for f e best 

!Nrat as .1. wolde bot as my genteles leste . 49 Q 

IF And 3ite god wote fis is ful lof e to me 491 

Bot naf eles wif pwten 30ure witeinge 

.1. wil noubt do bot fis will .1. qz^cd be 

^at 3e to me assent as in fis f inge 494 
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Scliewe nowe 3oure pacience as in werkynge 

)5at me 30 hilit and swore in 30ure vilage 

Jpat daie Jjat maked was oure Manage ^ 497 

IF "Whan sche hadde herde al ]?is sehe nat ameued 498 

J^eijiere in worde ne chiere ne countenance 

Eor as it semede sclie was nouM agrened 

Sclie saide lorde al life in 30ure plesance 501 

My childe and .1. wip hertly obeissance 

Bene 3oures aH . and 36 mowe sane and spille 

Jonxe owen finge workef after 301110 wille 504 

If There maie no jjinge so god my sonle sane 505 

Likeinge to 30we }?at maie displesen me 

JSTe J. desire no finge for to haue 

ITe drede for to leese sane onlye fe 508 

):)is wil is in myne hert and aie schal he 

Ne lenge]) of time or dej>e maie ]?is deface 

E"e channge myne corage to anofer place 511 

^ Glad was fis Marquys for hir ansewaringe 512 

Bot 3it he feyned . as it wer nouht soo 

Al drery was his chier as his lokeinge 

Whan fat he scholde oute of fe chambre goo . 515 

Sone after fis a furlonge waie or tuo [leaf 120, backj 

He prmely haj) tolde al his entent 

Ynto a man of his assent 518 

IF A manef* seriant was fis pnue man ' 519 

J)e whiche he feifeful often fonden hadd 

In pinge grete . and eke snche folke wele can. 

Done execncione of finges badde 522 

The lorde knewe wele pat he Kim loned and dradde 

And whan J>is Sereiant knewe his lordes wille 

In-to pe chambure he stalked him ful stille 525 
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IF Madame He seide ^e mot for-^iue it me 526 

Jpoulie .1. do finge wMclie .1. am constreeyned 

3e bue so wise ]?at ful wele knowen je 

Jjat lordes hestes mow nou^t be feyned 529 

J;ay may wele be weiled or compleyned 

Bot most nede to here luste obeie . 

And so wil .1. p&r is no more to seie 532 

^ This cKilde am.. I. commaunded for to take 533 

And spak no more bot owte fe cbilde he hent 

DispytoTisly and gam a chere make 

As fouhe he wolde hane sleyne it ar he went 536 

Crisilde most al suffur and consent 

And as a lombe sche sittejj meke and stiH 

And lete ]?is seriant haue al his will 539 

IT Suspecions was fe fame of f is mamie 540 

Suspecte his face snspecte his worde also 

Suspecte fe time in whiche he fis be-ga?me 

Alas his doubter fat sche loued so 5^43 

Sche wende he wolde haue sleyne it riht po 

Eot nafeles sche neyfer wepped ne siked 

Confemeinge hir to Jjat fat markes lyked 546 

IF Bot att f e last speke sche began 547 

And mekely to J»e seriant praiede 

So as he was a worfi gentil man 

Jjat sche mot kisse hir childe ar fat it deide 550 

And in hire barme fis litel childe sche leide 

Wif ful sadde face and gan fis childe to blisse 

And lulled it and aJBfter gan it kisse 553 

^ And J? us sche seide in hire benigne voice 554 

Fare wele my childe .1. schal f e neuer se 

Bot sefe .1. haue fe merked wif fe croyse 

Of filke fader blissed mot fou be . 557 
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J?at for vs deide ypon a cros of tre [leaf 121] 

Thi soTile litel cliilde .1. him be-take 

For j)is nyht selialt fon deie for my saake 560 

^ I trowe to a norice in pis caas 561 

It liadde bien harde pis renpe for to see 

TVele mylit a moder pan baue cride alas 

Eott napeles so sadde stedfast was scbe 564 

Jpat scbe endurep al aduersite 

And to pe Seriaunte mekely scbe seide 

Haue bere a3eine 30ure litel ^onge maide 567 

IT Gope nowe quod scbe and dope my lordes beste 568 

Eott o pinge wolde .1. praie 3 one of 3onre grace 

pSit but my lorde for-badde 3 owe att pe leste 

Beripe pis litel body in sum place 571 

jpat bestes ne birdes it to-race 

Eot be ne wolde no worde to pe pupos seie 

Eot toke pe cbilde and wente vpon bis weie 574 

IT Tbis seriaunt came vnto pis lorde a3eine 575 

And of Crisilde wordes and Mr cbiere 

He tolde bim worde for worde in scborte and pleine 

And bim presentep wip bis doubter dere 578 

Somwbat pis lorde bad reupe in bis man ere 

Eot napeles bis purpos belde be still 

As lordes done wban pei wil baue bere wiH 581 

IF And badde pis sergeant pat be priuely 582 

Scbolde pis cbilde ful oft wynde and wrappe 

Wip al circumstance tenderly 

And Carie it in a cofer or in a lappe 585 

Eott vppon peine bis Hede of for to swappe 

J?at no man scbolde knowe of bis entente 

JN'e wbene ne wbedere pat be wente 588 
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If Bot att fe Boloigne it to his suster dere 589 

fat ilke time of Pauyke was Countesse 

He scholde it take and scliewe hir fis matiere 

Be-secheinge hire to tone hir besinesse 592 

This childe to fostre in al gentillesse 

And whos childe J>at it was he bad hire hide 

Prome enery whiht for ouhte fat maie be-tide 595 

IT ))is sergeant gofe and hafe fulfilled J?is finge 596 

Bot nowe to fis ma[r]kes retorne wee 

For nowe goJ?e he ful oft ymagyneinge 

jif be his wyues chiere he myht see 599 

Or be hir worde perceyue pat sche [leaf 121, back] 

Were chaunged bot he neuer coujje hir finde 

Bot enere in one ylike sadde and kynde 602^ 

^ As gladde as besy as humble in seruise 603 

And eke in lone as sche was wont to be 

Was sche to him in enery mane?'e wise 

!N"e of hir doubter nouht a worde spak sche 606 

Accident for none aduersite 

Was seine in hire ne neuer hir doubter name 

E'e nemend sche in ernest ne in game 609 

[Explicit] Tercia pars fabule. 
[PART IV.] 

IN fis . astate Jjere ben passed foure 3ere 610 

Er sche wij? childe was Bot as god wolde 
A knaue childe sche bare be pis waltere 
Ful gracious and faire to be-holde 613 

And whan pat folke it to his fader tolde 
Nouht onlyche he but al pe contre mury 
Was for pis awe? god pei ponke a?2(^ hery 616 

^ Whan it was tuo 3ere olde and fro pe breste 61 T 

Departid of his ndrice on a daye 
pis Markes cauht 3it anopere leste 
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To tempte his wif 3it ofter if lie maie 620 

nedeles was sclie tempted in assaie 

Bot wedded men knowen no mesure 

Whan fat fei finde a pacient creature 623 

IT Wif q7wd fis Markes ^e haue herde of ]?is 624 

My peple sekely berej? heuye of oure mariage 

And namely sej? my son home is 

Kowe is wers fan euer in al oure age 627 

The mormnre slefe myn herte and myne corage 

Eor to myne eres comme]) voice so smarte 

That it wel nyhe destruyde hathe myne herte 630 

IF I^^owe seye fei fns whan Waltier is a-gone 631 

Than schal ]?e blode of lanicle succede 

And hien oure lorde for of ere haue we none . 

Suqhe wordes seif e my peple it is no drede 634 

Wele ouhte .1. of suche murmure taken hede 

Tor certeinly .1. drede suche sentence 

Jpouhe fei nouht pleine speke in myne audience 637 

IT I wolde leue in pes if fat .1. myhte 638 

Where-fore .1. am disposed vtterlye 

As .1. his suster serued be nyhte 

Eiht so f enke .1. to serue him priuely [leaf 122] 641 

Thus warne .1. 30we for 3e nouht sodanly 

Oute of 30ure selue for no woo scholde outraie 

Befe pacient a/zcZ f erfore .1. 30W proie 644 

If .1. haue quod sche saide and euer schal 645 

,1. will no f inge cert eigne 

Bot as 30ue luste nouht greuef e me al 

Jpouhe fat my douhter and my son hue sleine 648 

Att 3oure commandement f is is to seine 

.1. haue nouht. had no parte of childern tweyne 

Bot first sekenesse and after woo and peine 651 
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If Je bene onre lorde do wij? ^oure owen l^inge 652 

Eiht as 3owe liste axefe no rede att me 

For as .1. left att home al my clofinge 

Whan .1. first came to 3 owe riht so qicod sche 655 

Lest .1. my wil and al my liberte 

And toke 3oure clofinge where-fore .1. 3 owe preie 

Dope 3oiire plesance .1. wil 3otire lust obeie 658 

IF And certes if .1. had prescience 659 

Joure win to knowe ar 3e 30ure lust me tolde 

.1. wolde it do wiJ7-outen necligence 

Eot nowe J. wote 30ure luste and what 30 wolde 662 

Al 30ure plesance ferm.e and plesance .1. holde 

Tor wist .1. jjat my depe wolde do 30 we ese 

Biht gladly wolde .1. deie 30we to plese 665 

IF De]j male nouht make no comparisone 666 

Ynto owre loue and whan pis Markis seye 

])G Countenance . of his wif he cast a-doune 

His ey3en tuo and wonderp pat sche maye 669 

In paciens suffur al pis araye 

And forpe he gop wip drery countenance 

Bot to his hert it was riht grete plesance 672 

^ ])is Ogel seriant in pe same wise 673 

psit he hir douhte cauht riht so he 

Or wers . if men wers can deuise 

Hape hente hire son pat ful was of beute 676 

And euer in oone so paciente was sche 

That sche no chiere made of heuinesse 

Bott kissed hir son and after gan it blesse 679 

^ Saue pis sche praide him if pat he myht 680 

Hir litel son he wolde in erpe graue 

His tendre limes delicate to siht 

Fro foules and fro bestes forto saue [leaf 122, back] 683 
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Bot sche none ansewere of him mylit haue 

He went his waie as lie no f inge rouht 

Eot to Boleigne lie tendurly it brouht 6S6 

IT This Markes wondrej? ener lenger f e more 687 

Ypon hire paciens a7id if fat he 

"Nq hadde sofely knowe fere before 

J)at perfitly hir cheldern loued sche 690 

He wolde haue wende fat of summe subtilite 

And of Males or for cruel curage 

Jpat sche hadde sufferd fis wif sadde yisage 693 

IF Bot wele he knewe next him selue certeigno 694 

Sche loned hir childern best in euerj wise 
Bot nowe of wemmen wolde .1. axe feine 
•If fes assaies myht nonht suffise 697 

What coufe a stordy husbonde more deuyse 
to preue his wif and hir stedfastnesse 
And he continuinge ener in stordenesse 700 

IF Bot fere buen folke of suche condicione 701 

fat whan f e hane a certeine purpos take 

f ei can nonht stinte of hire entencion 

Bot riht as f ei were bounden to a stake 7 04* 

f ai wil nouht of fat first purpos slake 

Eiht so f is ma[r]kes fully haf e purposyd 

To tempt his wif as he was firste disposyd 707 

IT He waitef if be worde or countenance 708 

That sche to him was chaunged of Corage 

Bot neuer couf e he finde variance 

Sche was aie oon in hert and in visage 711 

And aie f e forf er sche was in age 

The more trewe if fat it were possible 

Sche was to him loue and jrotg pesible 714- 
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If For wliiche it semed Jjus fat of liem tuo 715 

J)er nas "bot o will for as Waltier luste 

))at same lust was hir plesance also 

And god lie Jjonked as fel for fe beste 718 

Sch schewed wele for no werldly vnreste 

A wif as of hire self no finge ne scliolde 

Wille in effecte bot as liir hnsbonde wolde 721 

IT The sclander of Walter oft and wide spradde 722 

That of a cruel hert he wikkedly 

For he a pouer womman wedded hadde 

Had murdred bo]) his childern priuely [leaf 12s] 725 

Suche murmur was ymonge hem comunly 

"Eo wonder is for to fe peples ere 

J^ere come no worde bot ])at fei murdred were 728 

IF ffor whiche 1per as his peple f e/'e before 72^ 

Had loued him wel f e sclaunder of his defame 

Maade hem fat fei hated him fer-fore 

To biene a Mordrer is an hateful name 732 

Bot nafeles for ernest ne for game 

He of his crewel purpos nold stint 

To tempt e his wif was sette al his entent 735 

^ "Whan fat his doubter, xij. 3 ere was of age 736 

He to fe Courte of Eome in soubtile wise 

Enformed of his wiH o.nd sente his message 

Commandeinge hem suche bulles to douise 739 

In fis manere and in f is same gise 

Howe fat f e pope for his peple rest 

Bat him to wedde anof er wif :;if fat him lest 742 

IT I.saie he badde f ei scholde oountrefete *743 

The popes bulles makeinge mencione 

fat haf e leue his first wif to lete 

As by f e popes despensacione 746 
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To stinte Eancor and discencione 

Be-twix his peple and him pus spake pe buUe 

The whiche Jiei han puhlisced att pe fulle 749 

% The rode peple as it no wonder is 750 

Wenden ful Wei Jjat it hadd be riht so 

Bot whan pis tipinges came to Crisildis 

.1. deme pat hire hert was ful woo 753 

Bot sche ylike sadde for euer mco 

Disposed was pis humble creature 

To aduersite of fortune al to endure 756 

IT Abideinge euer his lust and his plesauTzce 757 

To wham sche was 3euen hert and al 

As to hir werldly verray suffisance 

Bot schortly 3if pis storie teH .1. schal 760 

This Marqwys writen hape in special 

A lethQ in whiche he schewep his entent 

And secretely he to Boleigne it sent 763 

II To pe erle of pauyke whiche pat hadde po 764 

Wedded his suster prayede he specialy 

To bringe home a3eine his childerne two 

Bot ho o pinge praide vtterly [leaf 123, bacW] 767 

Wip dH his hert ful affectuously . 

J)at he to no wight pouh man wolde enquere 

Schol nouht tellen whos childen pat pei were 770 

IF Bot seie pe maiden schold y-wedde be 771 

Vn-to pe Markes of Salucez riht anone 

And as pis Erie was preide riht so dide 

For att pe dale sette . he on his waie is gone 774 

To-wardes Salutz and lordes many one 

In riche Araie pis Mayden for to Gyde 

Hir 3onge broper rideynge be hire side 777 
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^ Araide was to-warde Mr mariage. 778 

This frische maide fiil of gemmes clere 

Hire broker whiche fat senen ^Qie was of age 

Araide eke ful frische in his manere 781 

And Jius in grete noblesse and wi]? gladde chiere 

To-ward Saluces schapinge hire lornaie 

Fro dale to dale J?ei rideinge in hire weie . 784 

[Explicit] ftuarta pars fabule 

[PART F.] 

Amonge al fis after his wikked vsage 785 

j)m Markes 3it his wif gan tempte more 
To J)e vttrest preue of hir Corage 
rulli to hane experiment and lore . 788 

If fat sche was as stedfast as before 
He on a daie in open audience 
Ful bustnsly ha]) seide hir fis sentence 791 

' ^ Certes Crisilde .1. had .I.-nowhe plesance 792 

To hane 30we to my wif for 30ure goodnesse 

As for 30ure tronfe and 3oure obeissance 

I^ot for 3oure lignage ne for 30-are rechesse 795 

Eot nowe quod he in verreie sofefastnesse 
- That in grete lordeschippe 3if .1. wil a-vise 

There is grete sernitute in snndre wise 798 

IF .1. male not do as euery plonhe man may 799 

My peple me constreyne]? forto take 

Anofer wif and crien daie be daie 
, And eke fe pope rankoure for to slake 802 

Consente]) it fat dare .1. ynder-tak 

And trewlye f us muche .1. wil 30we seie 
5. My newe wif is cominge be f e weie 805 

\ IF Be stronge of herte and voide anone hir place • 806 
^ And f ilke dowaire fat 30 brouhten me 
" Tak it a3eine .1. graunte it of my grace [leaf 121] 
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Betorne]) to joure faders house quod, he 809 

Ijlo man maye alweie haue prosp[er]ite 

"Wijj euen hert .1. rede 3oue to 'endure 

The stroke of fortune or of aventure 812 

IT And sche a3eine ansewarde in pacience 81 3 

My lorde seide sche J. wote (^nd wist al weie 
How fat he-twex joure magnificence 
And my pouerte no whight can ne maie 816 

Maken comparison fat is no naye 
.1. . held me neuer digne in no manure 
..To be 30ure. wif ne 3it 3oure chamberere 819 

If And in fis fere 3e me lady maade 820 

The hihe god take .1. for my wittenesse 

And also wisely he my soule gladde 

.L neuer helde me lady ne maistresse 823 

Bot humble seruant to 30ure worf inesse 

And euer schal while fat my lif maie dure 

Abouen euery worldly creature 826 

IF That 3e so longeof 3oure benignite 827 

Haue holde me in honour and nobleie 

Where as J. was nouht worf e to be 

fat f onke .1. god und 30we whome .1. preie 830 

.ror-3eld^e it 30W fere is no more to seye 

"Ynto my fader gladly wil .1. wende 

And wif him duel vnto my lyues ende 833 

IT Ther .1. was fostred a-childe ful smali 834 

Til .1. be dede my lif f er wil .1. lede 
A wedowe clen in body hert and aH 

. For sef f e .1. 3aue to 3owe my maidenhede 837 

And am 30ure trewe wif it is no drede 
God schelde suche a lordes wif to take 
Anof er man to husbonde or to make 8^0 
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^ And of 3owre n&we wif god of his grace 841 

So graunt 3owe wele and hike profperit6 

Tor .1. -wil gladly ^elden hire my place 

In whiche .1. was blisfal wonte to be 844 

Tor s'ejje it like]) 30we my lorde quod sche 

That whilom were al myn hertes rest 

That .1. schal go .1. wil go whan 3one lest 847 

^ Bot pere as 3 e me prefer snche dowaire „ 848 

As .1. fist brouht it is wele in my mynde 

It were my wreched clofes nofinge faire [leaf 124, back] 

The whiche to me were no we ful hard to finde 851 

goode god howe gentil and howe kinde 

3e Semed be 3onre speche and be 3oure visage 

The daie fat maked was oure mariage 854 

IF Bott so]?e is seide al gate .1. finde it trewe 855 

For in effecte it proued is on me 

Lone is nouht olde as whan fat it is newe 

Bot certes lorde for none aduersite SoS 

To deien in fe caas it schal nouht be 

j)Sit ener in worde or werke .1. schal repent 

J5at .1. 3owe 3afe myne herte in bole entent 861 

•IT Lorde 3e wote fat in my faders place 862 

3e dide me stripe out of my poure wede 
And richely me cladden of 30ure grace 
To 3owe brouht .1. n.ot elles out of drede 865 

Bot feife and nakednes and maidenhede ' 
^ And here a3eine 3oure clof inge J. restore 
And eke 3owre weddinge ringe for euer more 86S 

W-'J^e remenant of 30ure lewels redi be 8i69 

Wijjfe in 3oure chambre dar J. sauely seine 

Naked oute of my faders house quod sche 
• ,Iv cam and naked .y. mote a3eine ~ - ^ 8?2 
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Al 3oure plesance wold .1. folow feme 

Eot 3it .1. hope it be nouht 30ure entent 

Jat smokies oute of 3oiire paleys .1. "vrent 875 

IF 3e confe nouht do so dishonest a finge 876 

fat filke womhe in whiche ^oure childern leye 

Scholde be-for fe peple in my walkinge 

Be seene al bare whe[r] for .1. 30 we praye 879 

Late me nouht like a werme go be fe waie 

Eemembre 3 owe myn owen lorde so dere 

.1. was 3owre wif pouhe .1. vnworpe were 882 

IT Wherefore in guerdon of myn m>aidenhede 883 

Whiche pat .1. bronht and not awaie .1. here 

As vowche]) sane to 3ene to my mede 

Bot suche a smok as .1. was wonte to were . 886 

pat .1. per-wip male wrie pe wombe of here 

pat was 3oiire wif. and here take .1. my leue 

Of 30we myne owen lorde leste .1. 3owe greue 889 

^ The smokke qwod he pat pon haste vpon pi bakke 890 

Lat it stiH and here it forpe wip pa 

Bot vnnep pilke worde he spake [leaf 125] 

Bott wente his weie for rewpe and pite 893 

Be-forne pe folke hir seluen strepep sche 

And in hire smoke wip foote and hede al bare 

To-ward hir fader house sche is fare 896 

IT The folke hire folowen wepein in hir weie 897 

And fortune aie pei cursen as pei gone 

Bot sche fro wepeinge kepped her ey3en drie 

]Sre in pis time worde ne spak sche none 900 

Hire fader pat pis tipinge herd a-none 

Cursip pe dale and time pat nature 

Schope him to be a lyues creature 903. 
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IT ffoT oute of doute fis olde poure man 904 

Jpat whan fe lorde liad fulfilde Ms corage 

For euer it demed sijjjje it first began 

Him wold ]?inge it were disparage 907 

To wedde one of so pou^re a lignage 

To Ms astate so lowe to a lyht 

And voide hir as sone as euer lie myht 910 

IF A3eine his douhter hastely gofe lie 911 

For lie be noyse of folke knewe Mre comeinge 

And wij? Mre olde cote as it miht be 

He couerde hir ful sorwfully wepinge 914 

Bot on hir bodi myht he it nouht bringe 

Tor rude was fe clofe and more of age 

Be fele dales fan was hire Mariage _ 917 

% Thus wi]? hire fader for a certeine space 918 

Dwelle]} Jjis floure of wifiy pacience 

That ney]?e[r] be Mr wordes ne be hir face 

Be-forne fe folke ne eke in Mr absence . 921 

'Ee schewede sche fat Mr- was done offence ' 

l^Q of hire Mhe astate in remembrance 

ITe hadde sche as be hir countenance • 924 

^ !N"o wondere is for in hire grete astate 925, 

Hire goste was euer in pleine humilite 

ITo tendre moufe none herte delicate 

iN'e pompe ne semblant of roialte 928 

Bot ful of pacience and benignite 

Discrete and prideles ay honurable 

And to hir husbond euere ineke and stable 931 

IF Men speken of lob and most of his humblesse 932 

As clerkes whan hem liste can endite 
Kamely of men bot as in sothefastnesse [leaf 125, back] 

Thow clerkes preisen weminen bo[t] a lite 935 
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Ther can no man in hnmblesse himacqiiite 

As wemmen can ne can be halfe so trewe 

As wemmen bnen bot it be fal of newe 938 

[PAET VL] 

If Fro Boleyne is fis erle of panybe comme 939 

Of whicbe fe fame vp spronge to more and lesse 

And to fe peple eres al and somme 

"Was Conjje eke fat a new Marquysesse 942 

He wi]j him broubt in sucbe pompe and recchesse 

J)at nener was fer seen wij) mannes eye 

So noble araie in al west lumbardeye 945 

^ Ther Markes whiche Jiat knewe and schope al ]?is 946 

Or fat fis Erie was co??^me sent his message 

For Jiilke cely poure Crisild 

And sche wij? humble herte and glad visage 949 

Ji^ouhte wifjje no swollen hert in hire Corage 

Cam att hire heste and on hir knes Mr sette 

And reuerently and wisly sche him grette 952 

^ Crisilda quodi he my wil is vtterlye 953 

This maiden fat schal be wedded to me 

Eeceyved be morwe as Eoiallye 

As possible is in my house to be 956 

And eke fat euery wyght in his degre 

Haue his astate in sittinge and seruice 

And hihe plesance as .1. can best deuise 959 

IT .1. haue no womman suffisant certeine 960 

The chambres for to arraie in ordinance 

After my lust f and fere-fore wolde .1. feine 

Jjine were al suche maner gouernance . 963 

IpovL knowest eke of olde aj my plesance 

Jpouhe fine araie be bad and yuel be-seye 

Do, f ou f i deuere att f e leste waie • ■ 966 
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^ l^ol only lorde fat .1. am gladde quod, sclie 967 

To do 3oiire lust bot .1. desire also 

3owe for to serue and plese in my degre 

WiJ?-outen feynteinge and schal ener moo 970 

'Ne neuer for no wele ne for woo 

JS[e schal ]?e goste "wijj-inne myne liert stinte 

To lone 30W best wijj al my trewe entente 973 

IF And wij) J)at worde scbe gan fe house to dibt 974 

And tables for to sette and beddes make 

And peyned hire to done al J?at sche myht [leaf 1263 

Preieinge fe cbambreres for goddes sake 977 

To hasten hem and fast swepe and shake 

And sche pe most se?'uisiable of all 

Hafe euery chambre arraide and his haH 980 

IT Aboute vndern gan Jis erle alyht 981 

And wyj) him brouht his noble childern tweye 

For-wi]) fe peple ran to see ])at siht 

Of hir arraye so Eichely beseye 984 

and ])an at arst amonges hem fei sey 

J?at Walter was no flile ]?ouhe pat him leste 

To chaunge his wif for it was for Jje beste - 987 

*[[ For sche is fairere as pei demon alle 988 

Jpan is Crisilde and more tendir of age 

And feirer fruyte betwene hem schold faH 

And more plesance for hir hihe lignage 991 

Hir broper eke so faire^was of visage 

That hem to se pe peple hap kauht plesance 

Commendynge nowe pe Markes gouernance 994 

IT stormy peple vnsad and euer vntrewe 995 

Ay indiscrete and chaungeinge as a fane 

Beliteinge aye in Eomble pat is newe 

Fare like pe mono ay wexen 30 and wane 998 
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Ay fill of Clappinge dere ynowhe a lane 

3oure dome as fals 3oure inconstance wele prenejj 

A for grete fole is lie fat on 30we leuej> . 1001, 

IF Thus seiden sadde folke in fat Cite 1002 

Whan fat f e peple gased vp and donne 

For f ei were glad riht for f e nonelte 

To haue a newe lady of here toune 1005 

1^0 more of f is now make .1. mencione 

Bot to Crisilde anone .1. wil me dresse 

And tel hir Constance and hir besinesse 1008 

IT Ful besy was crisilde in euery finge 1009 

Jpat to f e feste was apertenent 

Eiht nouht was sche abassched of hire clof inge 

f ouhe it were rode and eke somdele to-rente 1012 

Bot wif glad chiere to f e jate is wente 

Wyf of ere folke to grete f e marquysesse 

And after fat dof forf e hire besinesse 1015 

IT Wif so gladde, chiere his gestes sche resceynef 1016 

And conyngly eueryche in his degre 

J?at defaute no man apperceyuef 

Bot aie fei wondren what sche myht be £ieafi26,bk] 1019^ 

That in so pouer araye was for to se 

And couf e suche honoure and reuerence 

And worfely f e preised hire prudence 1022 

IT In al fis men while sche ne stint e 1023 

This maiden and eke hir brof er to commende 

Wif al hir hert wif ful benynge entente 

So wele fat no man coufe hir pWse amende 1026' 

Bot att f e laste whan f es lordes wende 

To sitten doune att mete he gan to catt 

Crisilde as sche was busy in his haH 1029 
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II Crisild qtiod. he as it were in his pleie 1030 

Howe likej ]je my wif and hire beaute 

Eiht wele quod sche my lorde for in goode feie 

A feirer sawhe .1. neuer none pan sche 1033 

.1. prei to god 3if . 30ue prospente 

And so hope .1. Jjat he wil to jone sende 

Plesance ynowhe ynto joure Hues ende ,1036 

IT .0. pinge heseche .1. 30we and warne also 1037 

}?at 3e p'rikke wip no turnementynge 

J?is tender maiden as 36 haue done mo 

For sche is fosterd in hir norischeinge 1040 

More tendrely and to my supposinge 

Sche coupe nouht aduersite endure 

As coupe a pore fostred creature 1043 

IF "And whan pis Waltier sauhe hire pacience 1044 

Hir glad chiere and no malece att al 

And he so oft had done hire offence 

And sche aye sadde and constante a& a wal 1047 

Continuinge euer hire Innocens ouer al 

This stordy Markes gan his hert dresse 

To rewen on hire wifly stedfastnesse .1050 

IT This is-ynouhe Crisilde myne quod he 1051 

Be nowe no more agaste ne yuel a-paide 

.1. haue pi feipe a7id pi benignite 

As wele as euer womman was assaide ^ 1054 

In grete astate and pouerly araide 

Kow knowe .1. dere wife, pi stedfastnesse 

And hire in armes toke and gan hir kesse 1057 

f! And sche for wonder toke of it no kepe 1058 

Sche pouht nouht what pinge he to hir seide 
Sche ferde as sche had stert oute of hir slepe^ att!pl/iZfi27^' 
Til sche oute of hir masedenesse abraide [leaf 127] 1061 
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Grisida quod he be god Jat for vs deide 

Thou ert my wif ne none ojjer .1. hane . 

'Ne neuer had so god my soule saue . 1064 

If This is J)i douhter whiche ]?ou hast supposed 1065 

To he my wif fat to]?er faije fully 

Schal be myne heire as .1. haue aye purposed 

Thon bare hem in Jji bodi trewly . 1068 

Att Eoleyne haue .L kepped hem pnuely 

Take]) hem a^eine for nowe maist fou nou^t sey 

J?at ])ou hast lorne none of fi children tweie 1071 

IT And folke ]jat ofere wise haue seide of me ' ^ 1072 

.1. warne hem wele fat .1. haue done fis dede 

For no malece ne for no cruelte ^ 

Bot for to assaie in fe fi wommanhede ^ 1075 

And nouht for to sle my childern god for-bede 

Bot for to kepe hem pn'uely and stiH ' ' ' . 

Til .1. fi purpos knewe and al fi wiH ^ ^ ' 1073 

IF Whan sche pis herde a swoune doune sche faUeJj 1079 

For pitous loye and after hire, swoneinge 

Sche bofe hir 3onge childerne to hire caUeJ) 

And in hir armes pytously wepeinge - = 1082 

Embrase]? hem and tendurly kissinge 

Ful lyk a mode wiffe hir salte teres 

Sche bapes boj) hire vesage and hire eres ^ [ 1085 

^ whiche a pitous syht it was to see . ^ .. ., ^ 1086 

Hir swoneynge a^zc? hire humble voice, to. here -.- '» 

Graunt,-mercye lord god .1. ponked 30 we quod sche 

pat 3e haue sauede me my childern dere f : ' 108f 

Nowe reche .1. neuere to be dede riht here 

Seppe .1. stonde in 3oure loue aiid in 30ure grace 

!N"o force of depe ne whan my sprite passe ' 109^ 
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IT tender o dere o 3onge cldlderii myne 1093 

Joure woful modere wende stedfastly 

Jjat cruel houndes or sum foule vermyne 

Had eten ^owe hot god of his mercye 1096 

And 3oure benigne fader tendurly 

Hajje done ^owe kepe in J?e same stounde 

Al sodanly sche swapped a-downe to grounde 1099 

And in hir swoune so sadly haldej? sclie 1 100 

Here cMdern tuo whan sche gan hem enbrace 

That wij? grete slyht and grete difficulte [leaf 127, back] 

The childerne from hir harme fei gun race 1103 

O many a tere on mony a pitous face 

Doune ranne on hem pat stoden hir be side 

VnneJ) aboute hir myhten fei a-bide* 1106 

IT Walter hire gladef and hire sorwe slakejj 1107 

Sche risef vp a-basched from hir traunce 

And euery wyht hire ioyejj and iest make]? 

Til sche ha))e cauht a3eine her countenance 1110 

Waltier hir dof e feijjefuUy plesance 

f)Sit it is deyntej) for to see Jje chiere 

Ee-twexe hem tuo nowe pei bue mette ia fere 1113 

H This ladyse whan |)al |)ei her time sei^ 1 1 1 4 

Han taken hire and in to chambre gone 

And strippen hir oute of hir rode araie 

And in a cloJ>e of golde Jjat briht schone 1117 

Wip a corenal and mony a riche stone 

Vpon hir hede Jjei in-to hal hir brouhte 

And Jan sche was honoured as sche ouhte 1120 

IT Thus hafe Jis pytous dale a blisful ende 1121 

!For euery man and wo?wman doJ?e her myht 

This daie in merfe and reuel to despende 

Til on f e welkine schone pe sterres briht 1 124 
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For more solempne in euerj maanes silit 

This feste was and gretter of costage 

Than was Jje reuel of hir Mariage 1127 

IT Fill mony a jere in hihe prosperite 1128 

Xeuen pis tuo in concorde and rest 

And richely his douhter maried he 

Yn-to a lorde one of Jje worjjiest 1131 

Of ali ytaile pan . and pees and rest 

His wives fader in his courte he kepep 

Til pat his soule oute of his body crepep 1134 

IF His sowne succedep in his heritage 1135 

In reste and pes after his fader daie 

And fortunate eke was in mariage 

Al pute he nouht his wif in grete assaie 1138 

pis werlde is not so stronge it is no naye 

As it hape hue in olde time 3ore 

And erkenep what pis auctor seip pere-fore 1141 

IT This storie is seide not for pat wyues scholde .1142 

Folowen Crisilde as in humilite 

For it were importable pouhe pei wolde Cieafi28] 

Bot for pat euery whight in his degre 1145 

Scholde be constant in aduersite 

As was Crisilda per-for Petrake wrytep 

This story whiche he wip hihe stile enditep 1148 

IT For seppe a womman was so paciente 1149 

Vnto a mortel man wele more vs ouht 
Eeceyuen al in gre pat god vs sente 

For grete skylles he prouep pat he wrouht 1152 

Bot he temptep no man pat he bonht 
As seipe seinte lame if ^e his pistel rede 
.He prouep folke aldaie it is no drede . 1155 
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IF And suffref vs as for oure exercise ; 115.6 

Wijj scharpe scourges of aduersite 

Ful. often to be beten in sundry wise 

!N"ou3t for to knowe oure "wil for certes be 1159 

Or we ware borne loiewe al pure frelete 

And for oure best is al bis gouernance 

Lete vs j?an leue in vertuous suflPrance 1162 

IF Bot lordinges o worde berkene]? ar J. go 1163 

It ware ful barde to finde nowe a dayes 

In al a toune Crisildes one or tuo 

[For if fat fei were put to sucbe assaies 1166 

Tbe golde of bem bape nowe so bad laies 

Wijj bras pat poube pe coyne be faire at eye 

It wolde raper briste y tuo pan plye 1169 

IF For wbicbe : for pe wyues loue of bape 1170 

Wbas lyf and al here belpe god maynteigne 

In bire majstveand elles ware it skape 

.1. wolde wip lusty berte friscbe and grene 1173 

Sey 30we a songe to glad jowe .1; wene 

And latte us stint of enestful matiere 

Herkenep my songe pat seipe in pis manere 1175 



lenvoye de Chaucer 

Criselde is dede and bir pacience 
And bope at ones beried in ytaile 
,_Wb.er-fore .L crie in open audience 1179 

Ko wedded man be bardie to assaile 
His wives pacience in bope to :finde 
C&fcildez for certes be scbal faile ^^^^.^ 
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noble wyues ful of ire prudence 

Lat none hnmylite 3onre tonge naile 

'Ng late no clerke hane cause or diligence [leaf 128, bk] 1185 

To write of 30 we a storie of suche merveile 

As Crisilde pacient and kinde 

Lest cMcheuaclie ^owe swelowe in Mre fe!titreile 1188 

Polowe]) here to and holde]) no silence 

Bot euer answer att Jje countretaile 

Be]? nouht bedaffed for jonre innocence 1191 

Bot scbarpely take on 3 owe j>G gouernaile ; 

Enpnnte]) wele fis lesson in 3onre mynde 

Por commune profite sefje it male availe 1194 

]je Archewyues stande]? att ])e f ense 

SeJ) 3e be stronge as is a grete Camaile 

Ke suf&^ej) nou3t pat men do 3owe offence 1197 

And sclender wives and febel as in a bataile 

Be]? egre as is a tigre 3onde in . Inde 

Ay clappejj as a melle .L 3owe counseile 1200 

!N"e drede bem noubt . ne do bem no reuerence 

For foube Ipi busbonde armed be in maile 

j)G arwes of ]?i crabbed eloquence 1203 

Scbal pers bis breste and eke bis aduentaile 

In gelowsye .1. rede eke Jou bim binde 

And Jou make bim coucbe as dope a qwaile 1206 

If pow bue faire pere folke bue in presence 

scbew pou pi visage and pine aparaile 

If po be foule be fre of pi dispence 1209 

To gete pe frendes do aye pi trauayle 

Be ay of cbier as libt as lef on lynde 

And late bim care and wepe and wringe and wayle . 1212 

Explicit commeTidacio 
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Incipit ffabula . ion lea/m, bacjc} 

^ Hilome fer was dwellinge in lumbardie 
A worfi knyht pat borne was in Pane 
In whiclie he leued in grete pr(?sperite 
And ,xl. ^ere a wifles man was lie 1248 

And folowde aye Ms bodely delite 
On we?wmen was his hole appetite 

As done pes foles pat bu seculere 

And whan pat he was passed .Ix. jere 1252 

Were it for holynes or for dotage 

J. can noTiht seie but suche a grete corage 

Had pis knyht to be a wedded man 

^ Jjat daie and nyht he dop al pat he can C^— ^ repeated on lea/m} 

To aspie where he myht wedded be^ 

Preinge oure lorde to grant him pat he Deaf 1293 

myht ones knowe pat blisful life 

pat is betwex an hnsbond and his wif 1260 

And for to leue vnder pat holy honde 

Wip wiche god first man and womman bonde 

None oper life seide he is worpe a bene 

For wedlok is so esy and so clene 1264 

That in pis werlde it is a paradise 

.'Thjis seide pis olde knyht pat was so wise 

An certeinly as sope as godde is kenge 

To take a wif it is a gloriouse pinge 1268 

And namely whan a man is olde and hore . 

pan is a wif fruyt of his tresore 

pan scholde he take a 3onge wif and a faire 

On whiche he myht engender him an heira 1272 
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And leden Ms lif in loj and solace 

Where as fe bachellier singen alace 

"Whan fat fei iinden any adnersite 

In loue whiclie fat is bot childes vanite 1276 

And trewli it sitte wele to be so 

fat bachilliers bane ofte peine and woo 

On brutel grounde f ei boiled brutilnesse 

fei finde frelte wban fei wene Sikernesse 1280 

f ei leue bot as a burde or as a beste 

In liberte and vnder none areste 

fere as a wedded man in his astate 

Leuef . his lyf blisful and ordinate 1284 

Ynder f e 3okke of mariage .ybonnde 

Wele may his herte In loy and blisse abounde 

For who can be so buxum as a wife 

Who is so trewe and eke so tentife 1288 

To kepe him seeke and hole as is his make 

For wele or woo sche nytt nouht him for-sake 

Sche is nonht werye him to loue and serue 

feih fat he lye beddred til he sterue 1292 

And ^it so?72me clerkes seine it is nonht so 

Of whiche Theofrast is one of f o 

What fors f ouhe Theofrast. list lye 

IsTe take no wif quod he for husbandrie 1296 

As for to spare in householde f i despence 

A trew seruant dofe more diligence [leaf 129, back] 

Thine goode to kepe fan fine owen wif 

For sche wil claime half parte in al hire lif 1300 

And ^if fat f ou be seke so god me sane 

Thyne verrey frendes or a trew knaue 

Wil kepe f e bett fan sche fat waitef aie 

After fi goode and hauef do mony-daie 1304 

[And if thou take a wife that to the is vn-trewe . 

fPuli ofte tyme it schaH the rewe .1 ^^^];}l^?iI'''Pl{Z^''' 

«/ J Addit. 514i0, leaf H&] 

To fis enteide- and an .C. sifes wers 

Writef fis man fere god his soule cors 1 308 
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Bot take no kepe of al sucL. vanite 

Defye Theofrast and herkenep me 

^ A wif is goddes 3ift verraily 

Al ojjer maner jiftes hardely 1312 

As landes rentes pasture or comiine 

Ofer eyfer 3iftes fat bien mebles of fortune 

fat passen as a schadowe on a wal 

Bot.drede noulit if pleinly speke I. sclial 1316 

A wif "wil last and in fine house endure 

Wei langer fan f e list endure 

Mariage is a ful grete sacrament 

He whiche haf no wif .1. holde him schent 1320 

He leuef helples and is al desolate 

J. speke of folke in seculere astate 

And herken whi .1. seie nouht f is for nouht 

fe wowman is for ma?znes helpe I-wrouht 1324 

f e hihe god whan he had Adam maked 

And sauhe him a-lone b[e]ly nakeded 

God of his grete goodnesse seide he fan 

Latt vs nowe make an. helpe to fis man 1328 

J. -like to him selfe and fat he maade Eue 

Here maie 30 see and here be preue- 

Jpat wif is mannes help and comforte 

His paradise terestre and his disporte 1332 

So buxum and so vertuus is sche 

f ei moste nedes leue in vnite 

flesche and o blode as .1. gesse 

!N"e hafe bot on herte in wele and in destresse 1336 

A wif a seinte mare benedicite 

Howe myhte a man haue any aduersite 

fat haf a wif certes .1. can nouht seye 

The blisse f at is be-tuex hem tueye 1340 

Jpere maie no tunge tel or hert f uike . 

If he be pouere Sche helpef him to swynke peafiso] 

Sche kepef his gode^ and wastef neuer a dele 

And al fat hire husbond lust hire lykef wele 1344 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Sche seij? nouht ones naie whan he seife 30 

Do]? ]jis sai]?e he Alredy sire seij? sche 

blisful order . wedlok precious 

]jou ert so mery and eke so vertuons 1348 

And so commended and approued eke 

fat euery mon fat holdej) him worJ?e a leke 

Ypon his bare knees onht al his lif 

Thonken his god Jjat him haf sente a wif 1352 

Ofire praie god him for to sende 

A wif to last vnto his lyues ende 

For fan his lif is sett in sekurnesse 

He may nouhte be deceiued as .1. gesse 1356 

So fat he worche after his wyues rede 

fan maie he boldely here vp his hede 

f ei buen so trewe and so wise 

For wiche if fon wilt worchen as f e wise 1360 

Do al waie so as fe wo7?iman wil f e reede 

Lo howe fat lacob as f es clerkes rede 

Be goode Counsel of his moder Eebek 

Bande fe kidde scynne aboute his nek 1364 

For whiche his faders benison he wan 

Lo Judith as f e storie eke tel can 

Be wise Counsel sche goddes peple kept^ \}-irvMedout-\ 

And slowhe him Olofernus while he slept 1368 

Lo howe Abigaile be gode counsel howe fat sche 

Saued Mr husbond nabal whan fat he 

Schold haue be sleyne and Loke after al so 

Be goode counsel deliuerd out of wo 1372 

The peple of god and made hem mardothe 

Of Assure enchaunced for to be 

There nes nof inge in^ gre superlaitiff \? ? in w a later hancq 

As seif Senec aboue an humble wif 1376 

Suffurf f i wiues tonge as Caton bitte 

Sche schal commsiiide and f ou schalt suffur it 

And 3ute sche wiH obeie of Curtesye 

A wif is keper of fin husbondrie 1 380 
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. ORoup E, § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowae MS. 

Wele maie f e seke man Le-waile and wepe 
Jjere as fere nes no wif fe house to kepe 
.1. warne Jje if wisely fou wilt worche • 
Loue wele Jji wif as crist louej? his chirche [leaf iso, buck] 

If J?ou loues fi self ]?ou loues fi wif 1385 

JSTo man hatej? his flesche hot in his lif 
He fostrejje it a7id fer-for bid .1. fe 

Chirische ]?i wif or J)ou scalt neuer Jje 1388^ 

Husband and wif whatt so men lape or pleie 
Of werldly folke holde jje riht weie 
Thei buen so knytte ]?er maie non harme be-tide 
And namely vpon the wif side 1392 

For whiche fis lanuare of whiche .1. tolde 
Considered in wi]? his dales olde 
The lusty fe vertuous quiete 

That is in mariage any swete 1396 

And for his frendes on a dale sent 
To tellen hem ]?effect of his e[n]tent 
Wijj face sadde he haj? hem fis tale tolde 
He seide frendes .1. am hore and olde 1400 

And almoste god wote att my puttes brinke 
Ypon my soule sum what most .1. pinke 
.1. haue my body folely dispended 

.I.-blissed be god fat it schal be amended 1404 

For .1. wil be certeine a wedded man 
And fat in al fe hast fat J. can 
Ynto sum maide faire a7id tendre of age 
.1. praie jowe schape for mi Mariage 1408 

Als sudanly for .1. wil nouht abide 
And J. wil fonde aspie on my side 
To whome .1. maie be wedded hastely 
Bot for also muche as ^q buen mo fan .1. 1412 

^e schoH raf erne suche a f inge aspyen 
fan .1. and where me lust best to ally en 
Bot f inge warne .1. ^owe my frendes dere 
,1. wil none olde wif haue in no manere 141.6 
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CROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Sche sclial noulit passe .xvj. 3ere certeigne 

Olde flesshe and 3onge flesslie pat wolde .1. haue ful feiiie 

Bet is q^^c)d lie a pike fan a pikerele 

And better Jjan olde bufe is tendre vele, 1420 

.1. wil no womman ,xx. 3 ere of age 

It nes bot benestrawe . and grete forage 

And eke pis olde wedowes god it wote 

pei kon so muche craft on wades bote 1424 

So niechil broken harme whan pat hem lest 

)?at wipe hem schold .1. neuere leue in rest [leaf 1313 

Tor sondre scoles makep soubstile clerkes 

"Wemmen of mony a scole halue a clerke is 1428, 

Bot certeynly a 3onge pinge maie me guye 

Riht as men maie warme wex wip hondes to plie 

Where-for .1. seie 30we pleynly in clause 

.L wil none olde wif for pis eaiise 1432. 

For if so weer if .1. hadde so meschaunce 

That J. in hire coupe haue [no] plesance 

Than scholde .1. lede my lyf in adultrie 

And so strike to pe deuel whan .1. deie 1436 

Ke chil scholde .1. none vpon hir geten 

Jit were me leuer houndes had me eten 

pat pat my heritage schold fal 

In straunge hande and pus .1. tel 30we al 1440 

.1. doute nouht .1. wote pe cause whye 

Men schold wedde and forper more wote .1. 

Ther spekep mony men of Mariage 

That wote no more of it pan wote my page 1444 

For whiche cause men schold tak a wif 

If he maie nouht chast be be his lif 

Tak him a wif wip grete deuocion 

Be cause of leueful procreacion 1448 

Of Childer to pe honour of god aboue 

And not onely for paramour and for loue 

And for pei scholde lychery eschewe 

And 3elde her dettes whiles pat it is newe 1452 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Or for fat like man schold help' of er 

In Mesolief as a suster sclial do a brofer 

And lene in Chastite ful henenly 

Eot sires be joure leue J>at am noulit .1. 1456 

Tor god be fonke-it .1. dar make a-yaimt 

.1. fele my lymes stark and snfficeant 

To done al fat a man be-longef to do 

J. wote my seluen best what J. may do 1460 

Thouhe .1. be bore as dofe a treie 

fat blossomef ar fat f e fruyte y-waxe bue 

A blossome tre is neif er drie ne dede 

.1. feel me nowbwbere bore bot on myn bede 1464 

Myne herte and my lymes buen as grene 

As laurer fat f orwb . f e 3ere is seene 

And sef en 3e bane berd al myne entent 

.1. prai 30W to mi wil fat ^e assent [leaf 131, back] 1468 

Diners men diners bim tolde 

Off Mariages mony ensa[m]ples olde 

Somme blamed it som preised it certeigne 

Bot att fe last scbortly for to seine 1472 

As al dai fallef altercacione 

Be-twex frendes in disputacione 

There fel a strif be-twix bis bref em tno 

Of wbicbe fat tone was cleped Placebo 1476 

Placebo seide 0. lanuer brof er 

To 3on tel .1. fis tale and to none of ere 

PoH litel nede had 36 my lorde so dere 

Connsel to ax of any fat is here 1480 

Bot fat 36 be oone so ful of sapience 

fat 30we ne likef for 3oure bihe prudence 

To wayue fro f e worde of Salomone 

This worde seide he vnto ys enerychone 1484 

Wirke al finge be connseile f us seide he 

And fan schal f on nouht repent f e 

Bot f ouhe fat Salomon spek snche a worde 

Mine owen dere brofer and my_ lorde 1488 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

So wisly god my soule bringe att rest 

.1. holde 3oure owen consel is fe Lest 

For brofer myne of me take J?is motif 

.1. haue no we hue a court man al my lif 1492 

And god wote fouhe .1. vnworfi be 

.1. bane stande in fnl grete degre 

Abonten lordes in ful grete astate 

3it badde .1. nener wif none of hem at bate 1496 

.1. nener bem contraried trewly 

.1. wote wele fat mi lorde can more fan .1. 

"What pat be seife .1. bolde it ferme and stable 

.1. seide J?e same or elles finge semblable 1500 

A fPul grete fole is any connsellonre 

J>at seruitb any lorde of bibe bononre 

pat dar presume or ones pinken it 

pat is counsel scbol pas bis lordes witte 1504 

!N"ay lordes ben no foles be my faie 

3e baue ^oure selfe spoken bere to-daie 

So bibe sentence so boly and so wele 

pat .1. consent and conferme euery dele 1508 

Joure wordez al and 30ure opynyown 

Be god Iper nys no man in al pis toune 

ISTe in Itaile coupe bette baue saide [leaf 1323 

Crist baldep bim of pis ful wele apaied 1512 

And trewly . it is an bibe corage 

Of any man pat stoupin in bis age 

To tak a 3onge wif be my fader kinne 

Joure berte bongep vpon a loly pinne . 1516 

Dop no we in pis matier ribt as 3 owe leste 

For finaly .1. balde it for pe best 

IF lustinus pat ay stiH satt and berde 

He ribt on pis wise to placebo be ansewarde 1520 

'EowQ broper myne be pacient .1. praie 

Sepins 3e baue seide and berkenep wbatt .1. saie 

Senec amonge opere wordes wise 

Seipe pat a man oubt bim ribt wele aviso * 1524 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

To whome he jeue liis londe o))er his catel 

And sefins .1. auht avise me riht wel 

To whom .1. 3eue my good aweye fro me 

Wele more .1. auht auyse [me parde] 1528- 

To whome .1. 3eue my body for alweie 

.1. warne 3 owe wele it is no childes pleie 

To take a vif wif-outen avisement 

Men most enquere pis is my assent 1532 

"Whejjer sche be wise and sobre opere dronkenlewe 

Opere proude opere vperweie a schrewe 

A chidistere opere a wastot^r of pyne goode 

Opere riche opere ponere opere of maners woode 1536 - 

Al be it so pat no man finde schal 

iN'one in pis werlde pat trottep hole in al 

JSTe manne beste suche as men deuise 

Bot napeles it anht ynou3e snffise 1540 

Wip any wif if pat so were sche hadde 

Mo goode pewes pan hir yices badde 

And al pis askep leiser to enquere 

For god it woote .1. haue weppet mony a tere 1544 

!Ful pnuely sep pat .1. had a wif 

Preisep who so wol a wedded mannes lif 

Certein .1. finde it bot cost and care 

And obseruaunces of al blisses bare 1548 

And 3ite god. wote my neihbours aboute 

And namely of wemmen mony a route 

Saine pat .1. haue pe miost stedfast wif 

And eke pe mekest oon pat berip lif 1552 

Bot .1. wote beste where wringep me my schoo [leaf 132, back] 

3e maie for me riht as 3oue likep doo 

Avisep 3owe 30 bue a man of Age 

Howe pat 30 entren in to Mariage 1556 

And namely wip a 3onge wif and a faire 

Ee him pat inaad water erpe and ayre 

The 3ongest man pat it in al pis route 

Is besy ynowhe to bringe it aboute ^1560- 
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GRorp E. § 4. MERCHAisfT's TALE. Laiisdowne MS. 

To liaue Ms alone trustejj to me 

3e scliol non^t only plesen liire 3eres Jjre 

]:)is is to sai done hire plesance 

A wif axe]? ful mony an obse[r]uance 1564 

.1. praie jowe fat 36 ne been ynel apaide 

Wele quod fis lanuar and hast fou al seide 

A strawe for jji Senec and for f i prouerhes 

.1. count nonht a pany3er fill of herhes 1568 

Of skole termes wisere men fan Jjoue 

As fou hast herde assenten riht nowe 

To my pnrpos Placebo what seie 36 

.1. seie it is a corsed man qicod he 1572 

J)a[t] lettej) matrimonye seknrlye 

And wij? fat.worde fei resen sodanlye 

And bnen assented £Ealli fat he schold 

Be wedded whan him lust and whan he wolde 1576 

The fantasy and f e besy curiousenesse 

Pro day to day gan in f e soule impresse 

Of lanuare aboute his mariage 

Many faire schapen and mony faire visage 1580 

fere passef f ourhe his hert nyht be nyht 

As who so take a meiour pulisshed briht 

And set it in a comune Market place 

Than scholde he se mony a figure pace 1584 

Be his memur and in f e same wise 

Gan lanuar in wif his f ouht deuise 

Of Maidenes whiche fat dwelt be side 

He w;iste nouht where he myht abide 1588 

Por f ouhe fat one haf e beuty in hir face 

Anof er stant so in f e peples grace 

For hir sadnes and hire benignite 

fat of fe peple grettest voice had sche 1592 

And sum were riche and had bad name 

Bot naf eles betuyx ernest and game 

He att f e laste apoynted him on one iieaf 133] 

An lete al of ere fro his hert gone 1596 _ 
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GROUP E. §4. merchant's TALE. Lausdownc MS. 

And clies liire of Ms owen autorite 

For loue is blinde al dale and male nouht se 

And whan fat lie was ii\ fe bedde brouhte 

He purtreide in Ms liert and in his fouhte 1600 

Her fressche beute and hire age tendre 

Her myddel smaH and hir armes longe and sklender 

Hire wise gouernance and hir grete gentilnesse 

Here wowmanlye bereinge and hire gentil sadnesse 1604 

And whan fat he was fro hire condescendid 

Him fouht his fouht miht nou3t bue amendid 

For whan fat he him selfe concludid hadde 

Him fouht euery ofer mannes witte so badde 1608 

fat impossible it were to replie 

A^eins his choys fis was his fantasie 

His frendes sent he to att his instance 

And preide hem to done him fat plesance 1612 

fat hastely f ei wolden done to him come 

He wolde a-brigge her laboure al and somme 

It nedef no more for him to gone or ride 

He was apoynted fere he wolde abide 1616 

Placebo cam and eke his frendes sone 

And alder first he badde hem al a bone 

fat none of hem none argumentez make 

A3eines fe purpos whiche fat he haf take 1620 

Whiche pnrpos was plesant to god seide he 

And verrei grounde of his prosperite 

He seide f er was a maiden in f e tonne 

Whiche fat of beute hadde grete renonne 1624 

Al were it so sche were of smal degre 

Sufficef him hire 30uf e and hire beaute 

Whiche maide he seide schold be his wyf 

To lede in ese and in holynesse his lif 1628 

And f onked god fat he myht haue hire al 

That no whight wif his blisse p«rten schal 

And preide hem to laboure in fis nede 

And schapid fat he failed nouht to spede 1632 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's TALE. Laiisdowiie MS. 

For fan lie seide his spirte was att ese 

fan is quod he nofinge may me displese 

Sane o J?inge pn'kej) in my conscience 

The whiche .1. wil reherce in 3oure presence 1636 

.1. haue herd saie ful 3are agoo [leaf 133, back] 

There maie no man haue parfite blisses tuoo 

This is to seie in erfe and eke in heuen 

For fouhe he kepped him fro fe sinnes seuen 1640 

And eke for euerj brannche of filke free 

3ite is pere so parfite prosperite 

And so grete ese and luste in mariage 

Jpat euer .y. am agast none in myn age 1644 

psit .1. schal lede no we so mery a lyf here 

[So delycat / wyth-outen w^oo and stryf If^^ii^^j^ot^n 

That y shal haue myn heuene / in erthe heer] §Zli}^or'Hk, 

±or seb bat verrei heuen is bouht so dere or Han.Tsss, lea/ 

70, bJc; or Sloane 

Wif tribulacione and wij? grete penance ^RT'iT'c^f''imf 

How scholde .1. leue in suche plesance ^^' ^''''^^ 

As al wedded men dof e wif her wiyes 

Com to fe blisse fere caste eterne on lyue is 1652 

This is my drede and 30 my bref erne tweie 

Assoilef e me fis question .1. 3 owe preie 

lustinus whiche fat hated his foly 

Anseweringe anone riht in his laperye 1656 

And for he wolde his longe tale abrugge 

He wolde none auctorite alegge 

Bot seide sire so fere bue none obstacle 

Of ere fan fis god of hihe meracle 16 GO 

And of his mercy maie so for 30ue worche 

fat ar 3e haue 30ure 3iftes of holi churche 

3e maie repent of wedded mannes lif 

In whiche 30 seine fere nys neifer woo ne strif 1664 

And elles god for-bede bot if he sent 

A wedded man grace him to repent 

W"el often raf er fan a sengel man 

And fere-for sir fe best rede .1. kan 1668 
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GROUP E. §4. merchant's TALE. Laiisdowne MS. 

Dispeirejj ^owe noujt liauef in memorie 

Perauenture sche male be ^oure purgarie 

Sche male bue goddes mene and goddes whippe 

fan scbal 3oure sonle vp to beuen skippe 1672 

Swifter J?an do]? an arwe oute of a bowe 

.1. hope to gode here afterwarde schalt Jjou knowe 

J?at fere ne is so grete felicite 

In mariage ne neuer more scbal be 1676 

fat je sebal lache of 3onre saliiacion 

So fat 3e vse as scyl is and reson 

f e lustes of 30ure wif attemperaly 

And fat 36 plese hire nouht to amorously 168Q- 

And fat 3e kepe 30ue eke fro of ere sinne [leaf 134]. 

Mi tale is done for my witt is f inne 

Bef e noulit agast here-of my brof er 

Eo[t] lat vs wade fro fis matire to anof er 1684 

J)e wif of baf e if 30 hane vnderstonde 

On mariage wbiche 3e bane on bonde 

Declared baf e fiil wel in lit el space 

Earef nowe wele god bane 30we in bis grace 1688 

And wif f e fis word fis lustine a.nd bis brof er 

Haue [take] bere leue and elke of bem of of er 

For wban f ei sawbe it most nedes bne 

Tbei wroubt so be wise sleibt and trete 1692 

fat scbe fis maide wicbe fat Mayus bibt 

As bastifly as euer fat scbe mybt 

Scbal wedded bne vn-to lanuarie 

.1. trowe it were to longe 3oue to tarie 1696 

If .1. 30we tolde of euery scrite or bande 

Be wbicbe fat scbe was jGfeffed in bis lande 

Of ere for to herken of ber ricbe araie 

Bot finaly commen is fis daie 1700 

fat to f e cbircbe bof e bue f ei went 

For to receyuen f e boly sacrament 

Forf comef f e preste wif f e stole aboute bis nek * 

And badd bir be like Sarra and Eebek' 1704- 
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GEbup E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

In wisdome and treuthe of manage 

And seide his orisons as his vsage 

And crowched hem and badde god scholde hem blesse 

And maad al sekur .I.-nouhe wif holynesse 1708 

Thus buen fei wedded wij? solempnite 

And att fe feste sittej? he and sche 

Wij) ofer worjji folke vpon fe dese 

Al ful of loye and blisse is J>e palese 1712 

An fill of instrumentes and of vitaile 

Jpe most deintenoTis of al ytaile 

Be-forne hem of Instrumentes whiche soune 

That Orpheus . ne of Phebes Ampheoune 1716 

l^e maad neuer.suche a Melody e 

And att euerj cours cam loude Menstralcie 

That neuer loab tromped for to here 

!N"eifer Theodomas ^it halfe so clere 1720 

And. Thebes whan fe Cite was in doubte 

Bachus ]je wyne hem schenke]) al a-boute . 

And venus lauhe]) on euery wyht [leaf is4, back] 

For lanuar was becom hir knyht 1724 

And wolde bofe assaien his corage 

In liberte and eke in Mariage 

And wi]j hir fire-bronde wiJ? hir honde aboute 

Dauncejj to-fore fe bride al aboute 1728 

An certeinly .1. dar wele seie riht fis 

Emyneus pat god of weddinge is 

Sawe neuer in his lif so mery a wedded man 

Halde Jjou fi pes pou poet Marcean 1732 

J?at writest vs pat ilke weddinge mury 

Of hire Philologie . and of Mercury 

And of pe songe pat pe Muses songe 

So smale as eke pi penne and eke pi tonge 1736 

For to discriuen of pis Mariage 

Whan tender 30upe hape wedded stoupeinge age 

Ther is suche murpe pat it male nouht be writ 

Assaiep it 3oure self pan male je wit 1740. 
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GROUP E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

If fat .1. lakke or none in jjis matiere 
Majus fat siht wif so "benigne a chiere 
Hire to Be-holde it semed faire 

Q ween estier loked neuer wij? suche an eye 1 744 

On assure so nieke a loke hafe sche 
.1. maie 3oue noujt deuise al here aboute 
Bot fus mnclie of liir beute teH J. maie 
That sche was like Jje briht morwe of maie 1748 

Fulfillede of beaute and plesance 
This lanuar is rauisshed in a traimce 
And att euery time he loked on hire face 
Bot in his herte he gan hire to manace 1752 

fat he fat nyht in armes wolde hire streine 
Harder fan euer paris dide Elyne 
Bot naf eles 3it had he grete pite 

fat filke nyht offenden hir must he 1756 

And f ouht Alas o tender creature 
Now wold god 3e myht wele endure 
Al my corage it is so scharpe and kene 
.1. am a-gaste 3e schollen it nouht sustene 1760 

Bot god for-bede fat .1. ded al my myht 
!N'owe wolde god fat it were waxen nyht 
And fat f e nyht wolde lasten euer mo 
, .1. wolde fat al f is peple war a-go 1764 

And fynaly he dof al his laboure [leaf iss] 

As he best myht saueinge his honoure 
To haste hem fro f e mete in subtile wis© 
The time cam fat reson was to rise 1768 

And after fat men daunce and drinke fast 
And spices al aboute f e house f ei cast 
An ful of ioy and blisse is euery man 
AH bot a swyere f at hiht Damyan 1772 

Whiche karue to-for f e knyht many daie 
He was so rauisshed on his lady maie 
Jpat for f e verraie peine he wex nere wode 
Almoste he suelte and swouned fere he stode 1776 

LANSDOWNE 336 (6-T. 457) 



SIX-TEXT 458 

GBoup E. § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

As fat sclie bare daunceinge in hire lionde 

So fressche sche was and fer-to so likeande^ ^sioaZim uof 

And to liis bed he went him hastely . ^^^' *^'^^ ' 

'Eo more of him att pis time speke .1. 1780 

Bote .1. lete him wepe ynowe and pleine 

Til frische maie wil rewe on his peine 

perelous fire pat in J?e bedde strawe bredejj 

O famylere foo pat is seruise bedep 1784 

seruant traitur fals holy hiew 

.y-lyke to pe nadder slei^e and in bosom vntrewe 

God schelde vs al fro ^onre iniqnitance 

O lanuere dronken in plesance 1788 

mariage see how pine Damyan 

pine owen swyer and pine borne man 

Entendep to do pe yelanye 

God grant pe pine harme to aspie 1792 

Tor in pis werlde ne is wers pestilence 

J;an humble fo aldaie in pi presence 

Performed hap pis devine daie Jiis ark diurne 

ITo longer maie pe bodie of him soiorne 1796 

The ori3ote as in pat latitude 

Mht wip his mantil pat is derke and rude 

Gan for to sprede pe mysprei aboute 

For whiche departed is pe lusti route 1800 

For lanuer wip ponke on euery side 

Home to her houses lustely pei ride 

per as pei done her pinges as hem lest 

And whan pei sawe her time go to rest 1804 

Sone after pat pis hastif lanuare 

Wil go to bedde . he wil no longer care . 

He drinkep . ypocras clarre and vernage [leaf 135, back] 

Of spices ote to encresen his corage 1808 

And many a letuarie had he ful fyne 

Suche as pe Cursed Monke Dam Constantine 

Hape wreten in his boke of coitue 

To eten hem al he was nopinge eschewe 1812 

LANSDOWNE 336 (6-T. 458) 



SIX-TEXT 459 
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And fus to Ms pnue frendes saide lie 

For goddes loue as sone as it may be 

Late voyden al Jjis house in curteis wise sone 1815 

Men dronke and fe trauers droue anone 181 T 

pe bride was brouht to bedd as stil as stone 1818 

So hasted lanuarie it most be done [spurious] 

[And when the bedde was with the preste blessed] ^^IJ^^^* 

Owte of Jje chambre ha]) euery wyght him dressed 1820 

And lannare hafe fast in armes take 

His frisshe male his paradis his maake 

He lullijj hire he kissep hir ful oft 

Wi]? J?ilke bristeles of his berde vnsoft 1824 

ylike to pe skinne of hundefische scharpe as brere 

For he was schaue al newe in his manere 

He rubbejj hir vpon hire tender face 

And seid pus alas .1. must trespace 1828 

To 3owe my spowse and 30we gretely offende 

Or time come pat .1. wil downe descende 

Bot napeles considerep pis qwod he 

per nys no werkman whatt so euere he be 1832 

pat maie hope werche wele and hastelye 

This wil be done att leyser parfitelye 

It is no force howe lon[ge] pat we pleye 

.1. troue in wedlok complete be we tueye 1836 

And yblissed be pat 30k pat we bue inne 

For in oure actes we mowe do no sinne 

A man maie do no sinne wip his wif 

'Eq hurt him self wip his owen knyf 1840 

[N'owe we haue leue to pley vs be pe lawe 

Thus labourep he til pat pe daie gun dawe 

And pan he takep a soppe in fine clarre 

And vp riht in his bedde pan sittep he 1844 

And after pat he songe ful loude and clere 

An kessed his wif and maade wantoim chere 

He was al coltisshe and ful of ragerie 

And ful of Girgun as is a flecked pye 1848 
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GROUP E, § 4. merchant's tale. Lansdowne MS; 

The slake skynne aboute his necke sshake]? 

While fat he songe so chauntef he and crake]) 

Bot god woote watt maie ^oufe in hire hert peafi3&]- 

"Whan sche him sawhe vpsitinge in his schert 1852 

In hys nyht cappe and wi]j his nek lene 

Sche preisej? nouht his pleyinge worjie a bene 

Than saide he Jjus Mi ristinge wil .1. take 

l!Towe daie is comnie .1. maie no longer wake 1856 ' 

And dourie he laide his hed and slept to prime 

And afterward whan J»at he sawhe his time 

Vprisej) lanner bot fe frisshe maie 

Holdej) hir chambre vnto j^e ferfe daie 18<i0 

As vsages is for wives for fe best 

For euery lobonre som time mote haue rest 

Ojjere elles longe maie he nouht endure 

This -is to seie no Hues creature 1-864 

Be it of fisshe or birde or beste or man 

If Jt^Towe wil .1. speke of woful Danyan 

Jjat longurij) for loue as 30 schol here 

The for .1. speke to him in fis manere 1868 

.1. seye cely Damyan alas 

Ansewer to pis demaunde as in fis cas 

How schal tow to ]?i lady fresshe maie 

Tel Jii woo sche wil al weie seie naie 1872 

Eke if J70U speke sche wil fi wo be-wreye 

God bu fin helpe .1. can no better seie 

This soke Damyan in venus fire 

So bernej? fat he deyef for desire 1876 

For whiche he put his lif in aduenture 

"Ne lenger myht he in fis wise endure 

Bot prmely a pennere gan he borwe 

And in a lettm wrote he al his sorwe 1 880 

In mane?'e of a compleint ofere a laie 

Ynto fis faire and fresshe lady maie 

And in a purse of silke honge on his schert 

He haf it put and leide it att his hert ^ 1884 
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The mone fat att none was fat ilke dale 

J)at lanuar Jiafe wedded fat fressche maie 

In tuo of taure was in f e Cankre gliden 

So longe hafe sche in hir chambre byden 1888 

As custume is vnto fis nob] is ali 

A bride scbal nouhte eten in f e haH 

Til daies foure of ere f re att leste 

.I.-passed buen fan late bir go to feste 1892 

The fourth dale complete fro none to none [leaf ise, back] 

"Whan fat f e hihe messe was done 

In haH sittef fis lanuer and maie 

As fresshe as is fe briht somers daie 1896 

And so be-fel howe fat fis goode man 

Bemembref him ypon fis Damian 

And seide seinte marie howe maie fis be 

fat Damyan entendef nouht to me 1900 

Is he aie soke or howe maie fis be-tide 

His swyers whiche fat stoden him be-side 

excuseinge him be canse of his sekenesse 

Whiche fat letid him to done his besinesse 1904 

"None of ere cause myht.make him care 

That me for-f inkef quod fis lanuare 

He is a gentil swyer be my tronf e 

If fat he deie it were harme and roufe 1908 

He is as wise discrete and secre 

4s any man J. wote of his degre 

And f er-to manly and eke seruisable 

And for to be a frifty man riht able 1912. 

Bot after mete as sone as euer y maie 

J. wil my self viset him and eke maie 

To done him al f e comfort fat .1. can 

And for fat worde blissed him euery man 1916 

fat of his bounte and his gentihiesse 

He wolde so comforten him in his sekenesse 

His swyere for it was a gentil dede 

Dame quod he fis lannare takef good hede 1920 
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Att fe after mete 36 wij? ^oure wemmen aH 

Whan ^e haue buen in cliambre oute of f is ball 

]3at al 36 gone to se J}is Damyon 

Dofe him disporte be is a gentile mon 1924 

And tellef bim fat .1. wil bim vesyte 

Haue .1. nofinge bot rest me a lyte 

[And spede you faste for y wol abide SLSi'/U ^ot 

Til tbat ye slepe faste be my syde] ^S^nfXfimj^T; 

ITowe wi> fat worde be gan to bim caH ZHa;l^m:iX] 

A swyer fat was marcbal of bis baii 

And tolde bim certeine f inges wbatt be wolde 

Tbis friscbe maie baf streibt ber weie ybolde 1932 

Wif al bire wemmen vnto f is Damyan 

Doune be bis bed side satt scbe fan 

Comforteing bim as goodly as scbe maie 

Tbis Damyan wban fat be bis tim saie 1936 

In secrete wise bis purse and eke bis bille [leafisTj 

In wbicbe fat be bad wreten al bis wille 

Haf pute in to bir bonde wif -outen more 

Saue fat be syked wonder sore 1940 

And sof e to bir ribt f us seide be 

Mercy e and fat 30 discoueref noubt me 

For .1. am dede if fat f is f inge be kidde 

Tbis purs baf scbe inne witbe bire bosome bidde 1944 

And went bir waie 3e gette no more of me 

Yn-to lanuer Commen is scbe 

An on bis bedde side sitte ful soft 

He takef bir and kissef bire ful oft 1948 

And leide bim doune to slepe a.nd fat anone 

Scbe feyne bir fat scbe most gone 

f er as 36 wote fat euery wbigbt must nede 

And wban scbe of fis biH baf taken bede 1952 

Scbe rent it al to cloutes atte f e last 

And in f e pWue softly scbe it cast 

Wbo stodief nowe bot faire frescbe maie 

And a-doune be lanuare scbe laie 1956 
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That slepet til ]jat jje coulie him haf awaked 
Anone he pxeide hire to stripen hire al naked 
He wolde of hire he seide haue sum plesance 
He seide hire clones did him encumbrance 1960 

And sche obeiej? be he leef or lofe 
Bot lest fat precious folke be wif me wrojje 
How fat he wrouht .1. dar to 30we nouht teH 
Ofere whefer fat he fouht on paradis or of hell 1964 

Bot .1. lete hem werche in here wise 
Te euesonge ringe and fat f ei mot arise 
"Were it be destany or aueuture 

"Were it be influence or be nature 1968^ 

Of er in constillacione fat in suche astate 
Che heuen stoode fat time fortunate 
"Was for to putte a Ml of venus werkes 
!For al finge hafe time as seife fe clerkes 1972 

To any womman for to gete hire loue 
.1. kan not sei bot f e grete god aboue 
fat knowef fat none acte is causeles 

He def of al for .1. wil holde my pes 1976 

Bot sof e is f is howe fat fis maie 
Haf take suche impression fat daie 

On pite on fis seke Damyan [leaf 137, back] 

That- fro hir.herte sche ne driue can 1980 

The remembrance for to done him ese 
Certeine f ouht sche whome fat fis finge displese 
J. rek nou3t for here .1. him assure 

To Ipue him beste of any creature 1984 

Thouhe he no more hadde fan his scherte 
Lo pite rennef sone in gentile herte 
Here maye 30 see howe excellent fraunches 
In wemmen is whan j?ei narwe hem avise 1988 

Sum terant fere is as fere be mony one 
That haf an herte as hard as any stone 
"Whiche wolde haue late him sterue in f e place 
"W^l raf are fan haue graunted him fat grace 1992 
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And hem reioysen in feire cronel pride 

And recche]) nou^t to bue an liomycide 

This gentil maie ful filled of al pite 

Kiht so of hire honde a letter maade sche 1996 

In whiche sche grauntej? him of hire verraie grace 

Thar lakef nouht onely hot daie and place 

Where fat sche miht to his lust suffice 

For it schal bue riht as he :wil deuise 2000 

And whan sche see hire tim vpon a daie 

To visite fis Damyan gofe fis faire maie 

And sotelly fis letter doune sche frest 

Ynder his pile we rede if him lest 2004 

Sche take]? him be J?e honde and harde him tueste 

So secretely fat no whight it weste 

And bad him be al hole and forJ?e sche wente 

To lanuare whan fat he for hire sente 2008 

Yp risefe Damyan fe next morwe 

Al passed was his sekenes and his sorwe 

He kembef him and proynef and pikef 

He dof al fat his lady luste and likef 2012 

And eke to lanuare he gof e as lowe 

As euere dide a doge for f e bowe 

He is so plesante to euery man 

Fro craft it is who fat it can 2016 

fat euery whight is feine to teche him goode 

And fully in his ladie grace he stode 

Thus lete .1. Damyan aboute his nede 

And my tale forf e .1. wil procede 2020 

Somme clerkes halden fat felicite [leaf iss] 

Stant in delite and f arefor he 

This l!Toble lanuare wif al his myht ' 

In honest wise as longef to a knyht - - ^024 

Schope him to leue ful deliciously 

His houseynge his arraie al honestly 

To his degre was maked as kenges 

Amonge of ere of his honest f inges 2^02 8t 
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He had a grardyne al walled wij) stone 

So faire a gardyne wote .1. ney where none 

For oute of doute .1. verraily suppose 

]jat he fat wrote jjeromans of pQ rose 2032 

Ke coujje of it ]?e bewte wele denise 

"Ne Priapus ne miht no3t suffise 

Ipouhe he be god of Gardyns for to telle 

The beate of J?e gardyn and of ]?e welle 2036 

That vnder a laurer alwaie grene 

Ful oft time kinge Pluto and his queene 

Pfeserpina . and aH hire fairee 

Disporten hem and maken melodee 2040 

Abouten fat wel and daunced as men tolde 

This noble knyht J?is lanuare Jje olde 

Suche deinte ha]? in hit to walken and to pleie 

That he wil suffur no wyht to be fe kaie 2044 

Saue he him self for of J?e smale wiket 

He bare 'alwaie of siluer a kleket 

WiJ) fe whiche whan fat him vnschette 

And whan he walde paie his wif hire dette 2048 

In somer seson feder wolde he goo 

And male his wiff and no whiht bot J»ei tuoo 

An finges whiche fat were nouht done abedde 

f ei in fe Gardeine performed haue and spedde 2052 

And in f is wise mony a mery daie 

Leued f is lanuare and fressehe maie 

Bott werldly loy mai nouht alweie endure 

To lanuare ne to no werldly creture 2U56 

sodeine happe o f ou fortune vnstable 

.I.-lyke to f e . f e scorpion vnstable 

fat flaterst wif fin hede whan f ou wilt stinge 

Thi taile . is def f oruhe fine enuenymynge 2060 

brutel ioye swete poyson queynte 

mynester fat solely can peinte 

Thin 3eftes vnder fe he we of stedfastnesse Qeaf iss, bankj 

fat f ou deceyuedest bof e more and lesse 2064 
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Whi hast fou lanuer Jjus deceyued 

And haddest Mm for fi ful frende receyned 

And now fou hast be-raft him bof his eyen 

For sorwe of whiche desiref he to dei3en 2068 

Alas fis noble lanuare fat is so fre 

Amydde his luste and his prosperite 

Is waxon blinde and al sodanly 

His dej) ]jere-for desire]? he vtterly 2072 

And J?ere-wiJ)-al fe fire of lelousye 

Lest J?at his [wif] schold faH in sum folye 

So bernt his hert fat wolde feine 

Thatt summe man bofe hir and him had sleine 2076 

For neuer after his deJ? ne in his lif 

!Ne wolde he fat sche were lone ne wif 

Bot euer leue as a wedew in clofes blake 

Soiile as a tortle dof e fat haf lost hir make 2080 

Bot att f e last after a Monef or tuey 

His sorwhe gan to swage sof e to sey 

For whan he wiste. it mai none of er be 

He paciently tok his adnersite • 2084 

Saf oute of doute male he no3t for-gone 

Jjat he nas lelous euer "more in one 

Whiche lelouse it was so outrageous 

fat neif ere in hal ne in none of ere hous 2088 

ISTe in none of ere place neuer f e mo 

He nold suffre hir neyf er ride nor go 

Bot if fat he hande on hire alweie 

For whiche ful of wepef frische maye 2092 

fat louef Damyan so benyngly 

fat sche mote eif er deie sodanly 

Or elles sche most han him att hire lust 

Sche waitef whan hire hert wald birst 2096 

Yppon fat of er side Damyan 

Becommen is f e sorwfulhest man 

)?at euer was for neif er niht ne dale 

!N"e myht he speke a worde to fresche maie 2100 
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As to liis purpos of no suche matier 

Bot if ]3at lanuare most it here 

fat had on honde vpon hire enermoo 

-And neuer les be writeinge to and fro 2104 

An pnue signes wist he what sche ment Qeaf 1393 

And sche knewe of fe syne of his entent 

lanuare what myht J?e availe 

Jouhe fon myht see as fer as schippes saile 2108 

For also good is a blynde deceyued be 

As to be deceiued whan a man may se 

Lo Argus whiche pat hadd. an .C. yene 

iFor an pat euere he coupe poure opir p?'me 2112 

Jit was he blent and god wote so be moo 

That wenene wisly pat it is nouht soo 

Passe ouer is an ese and seie no more 

This fresche male of whiche .1. spak of 3 ore 2116 

In warme wax hape emprintid pis cliket 

J5at lanuare bare of pat smale wiket 

Be whiche into his gardine oft he went 

And Damyan pat knewe hire entent 2120 

The cleket counterfetid pn'uely 

There is no more to seie bot hastely 

Some wonder be his cleket scha[l] be-tide 

Whiche ^e schollen here if 3e woUen abide ' 2124 

noble Guide sope seist pou god woote 

What sleyht is it pouhe it be longe and hote 

That he nil finde it oute in somme manere 

By Pyramus and thesbe male men lere . 2128 

Thouhe pei were kepped ful longe streite ouer al 

Thei biene acorded rowneinge poruhe a wal 

There is no whight coupe han founde oute suche a sleihte 

tBqt nowe to purpos ar pat dales eyhte 2132 

Were passe or pe Monep of luyl befyll 

]?at lanuare hap cauht so grete a wilt 

Thoruhe engine of his wife him for to pleie 

In his Gardine and no whiht bot pei tweie 2136 
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That in a mor vn-to his may seide he 

Eise vp my wife my lone my lady fre 

The turtlys voice is herde my doufe swete 

The winter is gone wif al Eeynes wete 2140 

Com forfe nowe wi]). fin ey^en Colnmhyne . 

Howe feiier buen f i brestes fan is wyne 

The gardine es enclosed al aboute 

Com forjje my white sponse oute of doute 2144 

j)ou hast me wonnded in myn hert o wif 

"No spotte in fe was in al my lif 

Com for]) and lat vs take oiire disporte Lieaf 139, back] 

.1. chese pe for my wif and my comforte 2148 

Suche olde lewde wordes vsed he 

On Damya[n] a signe Maade sche 

fat he scholde go be-forne wif his cleket 

fis Damyan hafe openede fe weket 2152 

And in he sterte and fat in suche manere 

fat no wight my lit it se ne here 

And stiH he sit vnder a busche anone 

This lannare so blinde as is a stone 2156 

Wif Mayus in his honde aiid no -whight mo 

In to his frische gardein is he goo 

And clapped to f e weket sodanlye 

]N"owe wif quod he here nys bot f on and .1. 2160 

fat art the creatnre fat .1. best lone 

For be fat lorde fat sittef vs al aboue 

.1. had lener dey3en on a knyf 

Than fe offenden my dere trene wif 2164 

For goddes sake finke howe .1. f e ches 

Nonht for no Coneites donteles 

Eott onely for f e loue .1. had to f e - 

And fonht fat .L be olde and niaye nouht see 2168 

Be to me trewe and .1. wil tel 3owe whie 

Certes f rei f inges schal ^e winne fere bie 

Firste lone of Criste and to 30wre self honour 

And al myne Heritage tonne and tonre 2172 
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.1. jeue it 3owe make charters as 30we liste 

])is sclial be do to morwe ar sonne ariste 

So wissely god my soule bringe in blisse 

And pray ^owe on CouenaTzt fat 30 me kesse 21 76 

And f oube fat J. be lelouse wite me nowht 

3e bnen so depe enpnnted in myne Jjoubt 

fat whan fat .1. considere 30Tire beute 

And f ere-wif-al f e vnlikly elde of me 2180 

.1. maie noubt sertes f oube .1. scbold deie 

For-bere to be oute 30ure compaigne 

For verrei lone f is is wif -outen doute 

IsTowe kisse me wif and lat vs rome aboute 2184 

IT This frissbe maye wban scbe f is wordes berde 

Benigly to lanuare ansewerd 

Bot first & forwarde scbe began to wepe 

.1. bane qwod scbe a soule for to kepe 2188 

As wele as 3e and also myne "honour [leafuo] 

And of my wifbede f ilke tender floure 

Wbicbe fat .1. baue assured in 30ure bonde 

"Wban fat fe preste to 3owe my body bonde 2192 

Wbarfor .1. wil ansewer in f is manere 

Wif loue of 3 one my lorde so dere 

.1. praie god fat neuer dawe fat day . 

J)at .1. ne sterue as foule as womman maye 2196 

3if euer y do vnto my kynne fat scbame 

Or elles J. enpeire so my name 

fat .1. be ffalse and if .1. do fat lake 

To s'ripe me and putte me in a sake 2200 

And in f e next Eiuere do me drencbe 

.1. am a gentil womman and no wencbe 

Wbi speke 3e f us but men ben euyre vntrewe 

And wemmen baue repreef of 30we ay newe 2204 

3e can noon of ere continawnce yleue 

Bot speke to us as vntreste and in repreue 

And wif fat worde scbe saulie wber Damyane 

Satt in f e buscbe and knele be bega?ine 2208 
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And wij? hire fingers signes maade sche 

J?at Damyan scholde climbe vpon J?e tre 

J?at chargede was wij) fruyte a[n]d vpe lie wente 

For verraily lie knewe al Mr entent 2212 

And euery signe fat sclie coufe make 

Wele bett fan lanuare hire owen make 

For in a le^^re sche had told him al 

Of fis matiere hone he werche schal " 2216 

And fus I lete sette in f e pire 

And lanuare and Mayus ronnei?^ge ful merie 

Briht was fe daie and bleue fe firmament 

Phebus of golde donne haf his stremes sent 2220 

To gladen euery floure wij? his warmenesse 

He was fat time in geminis as .1. gesse 

Bot litul fro his declinacioz^n 

Of Cancer louys exaltaciown 2224 

^ And so be-fel in a briht morwe tide 

fat in f e gardine on fat ferf ire side 

Pluto fat is f e kinge of faire 

And mony a ladi in his companye 2228 

Polowinge his wif f e queene Proserpina 

Whiche fat he rauesched o^te of p?^oserpina . 

Whiles fat sche gaderd floures in a mede [leaf no, back] 

In claudian ^e maie f e storis rede 2232 

How in his grisly carte he hire fette 

This kinge of ffaire a-doune him sette 

Yppon a benche of torues frische and grene 

And riht anone seide he fus vnto his qwene 2236 

My wif quod he fat maie not seie naie 

The experiens proueth it euery daie 

The treson whiche fat womman dof to man 

Ten hundref f ousand teH .1. can 2240 

ISiOtable of 3oure vntreuf e and briitelnes 

Of Salomon rychest of al riches 

Ful filled of Sapiens and of werly glorie 

Pul worfi bien fi wordes to memorie 2244 
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To euery wiht J?at witte and reson can 

fus preisejj he 3itte fe bounte of man 

Amonge a-.M. men 3it fonde .1. one . ; 

Bot of al wer^zmen fonde J. neiier none 224.8 

J?us seife fe kinge Jjat knowef 30ure wikkednesse 

And Rhesus filiiis Syrak as .1. gesse 

ISTe spekejj of ^owe but seldyn reuerence 

A wilde fire a corrupt pestilence 2252 

So fal vpon ^oure bodies 3it to nybt 

Ne see nouht fis bonurable knylit 

Because alas J?at lie is blinde and olde 

Hispwen man scbal make bim cokewolde 2256 

Loo where he sitte ]?e lichoure in J>e tree 

]N"owe wil .1. graunte of my Maiestee 

Ynto Jjis olde blinde worfi knyht 

.))at he schal haue a3eine his ey^en siht 2260 

Whan Jjat his wif wold done him velanye 

Than schal he knowe al her harlotrye 

Bofe in repreue of hire and oJ?ere mo 

3e schal qt^od Procerpine and wil 3e soo 2264 

^Nowe be my Moders sire soule .1. swere 

Jat .1. schal 3.eue hire sufficeant ansewere 

And alle wemmen after for 3oure saake 

fat fouhe fei buen in any gilte ytake 22 6 & 

Wi]? face bolde fei schoUen hem self excuse 

And here hem doune Jjat wolde hem accuse 

For lakke of ansewere non of hem schollen deyen 

Al had 3e seihe a ]?inge wij? bo]? 3oure ey3en . 2272 

3it schollon we so visage it hit hardelye Deafi4i] 

And wepe and swere and chide subtellye 

fat 3e schol buen as lewde as arne gese 

What rekkej) me of 3oure auctoritees 2276 

.1. wote wele fis lew^ fis Salomone 

Fande of vs wemmen fules many one 

Bot fouhe fat he fonde no goode wo??2man 

There hafe he founde mony anofere man , 2280 
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rWommen ful trew M i^oad ful vertuous p®&- ^^ p.". J/'i03, 

L o hack; not xn Karl. 

Witnes on hem fat dwellen in cristes hous Sz/7335f^L7i27; 

^TT', ,• 1 , 1 1 . T . or /SZoane 1686, Zed/ 

Wib martirdom bey prouyd mr^ Constance \%i,hacki hut in 

* / ./ X »/ ^ddii. 5140, /ea/ 166, 

The roniaygne Testis maken remembrance ^J^i J7-Da!u,Z|a/i2i 

^^ bk; S;oane 1685, leaf 

Of many a verry trewe wyff also Z^Lnis^fi^^:} 

But sire ne be nou3t wroth as be it soo \} MS h] 

fou3 fat he seide he fond no good womman 

I praye 30W take fe sentence of fe man] 2228 

He ment fus fat in souereigne bonnte 

ITys none bot god neyf ere he ne sche 

Ey for verrey god fat nys bot one 

What make 3e so muche of Salomone 2292 

What f ouhe he maad a temple goddes hous 

What f ouhe he were riche and glorious 

So maade he a temple of fals goddes 

Who myht do a finge fat more for-bode is 2296 

Parde als faire as 3e his name implastre 

He was a lichoure and a ydolastre 

And in his elde he verrei god for-soke 

And 3if fat god na hadde as seif e f e boke 2300 

yspared him for his fader saake he scholde 

Haue lost his reigne sauner fat he wolde 

.1. sett nouht of al f e velany 

fat 3e of wemmen write a botterflie 2304 

.1. am a womman nedes most .1. speke 

Or elles swel til myn hert breke 

For f ef ins he seide fat we be langelers 

As euer mote .1. brouke bof e my tresses 2308 

I schal spare for no curtesie 

to spek him harme fat wolde vs velanye 

Dame quod f is pluto be no longer wrof e 

.1. 3eue it vp bot sefen .1. swore myn ofe 2312 

fat [I] wolde graunt him his siht a3eine 

My worde schal stande fat warne .1. f e certeine 

.1. am a kinge it sitte me nouht to lye 

And .1. quod sche a queene of fayre 2316 
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Hire ansewar sclie schal liaue .1. vnder-take 

Lat us no mo wordes no we make . 2318 

Explicit fabula Mercatoris. 

{As in Sloane 1686, and Corpus.) 

{For the rest of the Tale {from Harl MS 1758) see the 
Appendix,'] 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



[THE PROEM.'] 
Incipit ^rologus de le ifrankeleyiie. ion uafux\ 

THis olde gentil bretons in hire daies 
Of diuers anentures maden laies 
Eimyden in hir first breton tonge 

Whiche laies wi]? here instramentes fei songe . 712 

Ofer elles redden hem for her plesance [leaf i4i, back] 

And one of hem haue .1. in rembrance 
Whiche .1. schal seie wi]? as goode wil as .1. can 
Bot sires be cause fat .1. am a burel man 716 

Att my ginnynge first .1. 30ue beseche 
Heue]) me excused of my roode speche 
.1. lernd neuer retorik certeine 

}}inge fat .1. speke it most . be bare and pleine 720 

.1. slept neuer on f e mount of parnaso 
I^e .y. neu^re lerid Marcus . TuUius . ne Cithero 
Colours of retorike ne knewe .1. none wif-outen drede 
Bot suche colours as growen in fe mede 724 

Or elles suche as men dye or peinte 
Colours of rethorik bene me to queynte 
My sprite felejj nou3t of suche Matier 
Bot if ]jou luste Mi tale schal .30.^ here. \} nowht crosst ouq 728 
Explicit prologws Incipit fabula. 



T 



ITHE TALE,] 

her was a knyht fat loued and dide his peyne 730 
In Armorik fat cleped is bretaigne 729 

To semen a lady in his best wise 731 

And many a labour and mony a grete emprise 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

He for his lady wroulit er sche were wonne 

For sclie was on of J?e fairest vnder sorme 

And eke fere-to com of so liihe kinrede 

fat wele vnnefis dorst ]?is knyht for drede 736 

Tel liir his woo his peine and his distresse 

Eot att fe last sche for his worfinesse 

And namely for his meke obeissance 

Haf ,snche a pite canht of his penance 740 

J>at prme sche fel of his accorde 

To take him for hir husbonde and hir lorde 

Of suche lor[d]schip as men haue ouer hire wyues 

And for to lede fe more in blisse her lyues 744 

Of his fee wil he swore hire as a knyht 

J>at neuer in his wil be daie ne be nyht 

!N"e scholde he vpon him take no maistre 

A3eines hir wille ne kuythe hure lelousye 748 

Bot hire obeie a.nd folowe hire wille in al 

As any louer to his ladi schal 

Sane J?at fe name of Soue?'eignete 

That wolde he haue for schame of his degre 752 

Sche fonkep luimand wij? ful grete humbles se 

Sche seide sw' sejjfe ^e of 30ure gentilesse [leaf 1423 

^e prefer me to haue als large a reyne 

]N"e wold neuere god be-twix vs tueyne 756 

As in my gulte ware eyfer werre or striffe 

Sir .1. wil be 30ure owen humble trewe wif 

Haue here my troufie til fat myn hert burst 

Thus buen f ei bofe in quiete and in ruste 760 

For jjinge sires saiifly dar .1. seie 

fat frendes eueryche of ere motte obeie 

If f ei wil longe hold compaigne 

Loue wil nouht buen constreyned be maistre 764 

Whan Maistre commef god of loue anone 

Betef on his wenge and fare wele he is gone 

Loue is a f inge as any spirit fre 

Wemmene of kinde desiren liberte 768 
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.GROUP. F. § 4. "FBANKLiN^s TALE. Lansdownc MS* 

And nonlit to be constreined as a frali 

And so do]) men . if .1. Je sofe sale schaH 

Loke who ]?at is most pacient in loue 

He is att auantage aboue 772 

Paciens is an bihe vertue certeigne 

[ffor it venqnyscbeth as these clerkis seyne .] [Hari. 1753, z/i28] 

Thinges fat Eigor schol neuere atteigne 

For euerj worde men maie nouht chide ne pleine 776„ 

Lerene]) to suffur or elles so must .1. gone 

3e scholne it leren whefer so 30 wol or none 

Tor in fis werlde certeine no wight ne is 

fat he ne do]? or sei]je sum time of mys 780 

Or eifer sekenes or constillacione 

Wyn wo or channgeinge of complexione 

Causejj fill often to don amys or speken 

On euery wronge men maye nouht bue awreken 784 

After Jie time most be tempe^-ance ~ 

To euery whiht fat can no gouernance 

And f erfore haf e f is worf e wise knyht 

To leue in ese suffrance hir be-hiht 788 

And sche to him ful wiseli gan to swere 

fat neuere scholde be defaute in hire 

Here maie men seen an humble wise accorde 

Thus haf sche take hire seruant and hir lorde 792 

Seruant in loue and lorde in Manage 

fan was he bof e in lordeschipe and seruage 

Seruage naye hot in lordeschip a-boue 

Sef en fat he haf bofe his ladi and his loue 796 

His lady certes and his wif also [leaf 142, back] 

The whiche fat lowe of loue accordef f arto 

And whan he. was in fis prosperite 

Home wif his wif he gof to his contre 800 

ITouht ffer fro penmarke far as his dwellinge was 

Where as he leues in blisse and in solas 

,Who coufe teH bot he had wedded bue 

The . loye f e ese . and f e prospmte 804 
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c^Roup F. § 4. FEiANKLiN's TALE. lansdownc MB. 

Tliat is betwyx an liusbonde and his wif 

A 3ere and more lasted Jiis blisfuH liff 

Til fat J? is knilit f e which e .1. spak of fiis 

fat of kynred was cleped Arneragus 808 

Schope him to gone and dwelle a ^ere or tweyne 

In yngelond fat cleped eke was Bretayne 

To seche in armes worschipe a7id honoure 

For al his luste he sette in suche laboure 812 

And dwellef e fere f e boke seif e f ns 

l!Towe wil .1. stint of f is arnaragus 

And speken .1. of Dorigen . his wif 

fat louef hire husbond as hire hertes lif 816 

And for his absence wepef sche and sykef 

As done f is noble wives whan hem likef 

Sche mornef wake wailef fastef and pleynef 

Desire of his presence hir so distreinef 820 

That al f is wide werld sche sett att nonht 

Hire frendes whiche fat knewe hir bene f onht 

Comforted hire in al fat euer f ei myht or male 

Thei prechen hire f ei telen hire nyht and dale 824 

fat causeles sche slef e hir self alas 

And ener-.I. comford possible in fis cas 

f ei done to hire witJv al here bisinesse 

And al for to make hire lete hire heuynesse 828 

Ee proces.as ^e knowe wele euerychone 

Men Male so longe grane in f e stone 

Til figure f er-inne prmted be 

So longe hane f ei comfort hire fat sche 832 

Eeceyuede haf e be hope and be resone 

f e emprinteinge of hire constillacione 

Thoruhe whiche hire grete sorwe gan eswage 

Sche male not alweie endure snche a rage 836 

And eke Arnargus in al fis care 

Haf e sent hir leftves home in al fis fare . 

And fat he wolde come hastely a3eine Deafusj 

Or elles hadde fis sorwe hire hert sleyne 840 
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Hire frendes saulie hire liert gan to slake 

And preide liire on knes for goddes sake 

To come and to Home in companye 

Awaie to driue hire derke fantasie 844 

And finally sclie graunted fat request 

Por wele sche sauhe it was for fe best 

J^ow stode liir castel fast by fe see 

And often wif hire frendes walked sche 848 

Hir to disport on fe se banke on hihe 

Where as sche many schippes and barges seilie 

Seileinge her course where hem luste to goo 

Eot 3ite was fere a percel of hir woo 852 

Tor to hir selue ful often seide sche 

Is fere no schippe of so mony as .1. see 

Wil bringe home my lorde fan wolde myne herte 

Al warisshe of f is bitter peine smarte 856 

Anof ere time fere wil sche sitte and f enke 

And kast hir eye donward fro f e brenke 

Bot whan sche sawhe f e grisely Eokkes blake 

Por verrei fere so wolde hire heret qwake 860 

fat one hir feete sche myhte nouht hire susteigne 

fan wolde sche sit adoune vpon f e grene 

And pitously into f e see sche walde be-holde 

And seine riht fus wif sorweful hertes colde 864 

Eterne god fat f oruhe f i purueance 

Ledest f e werlde be certein gouernance 

In ydelnes as men seine ^e nof inge make 

Bot lorde f is griseli fendely Eockes blake 868 

fat semen raf er a foule confusione 

Of werke fat any faire creacione 

Of whiche a parfit god and sl stable 

Whi haue je wrouht f is werk vnresonable 872 

Eor be f is werke souf e . norf e . este and west 

fare nes ifostred man ne birde ne beste 

It dof e no good to my witte bot anoyef 

Sche je nouht lor how mankinde it destruef 876 
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An bundrej) fousand "bodyes of mankinde 

Haue rokkes sleine and al be fei noulit in mynde 

"Whiche mankinde is so faire parte of Jii werke 

Jjat Jjou it madest ylike to ]}ine liandwerke ^ 880 

Than semed it 30 hadde a grete chierte penf 143, back] 

To-ward mankynde bot bowe fan maie it be 

That 3e sncbe menys make it to destroyen 

Wyche menys do]? no good but enere annoy en 884 

.1. woote wele clerkes woln sayn as bem lest 

Ey argumentz Jjat al jjinges is for fe best ■ ' 

Tbey .1. ne can fe causes for sofe knowe 

Bot filke god fat maade winde to bio we 888 

As kepe my lorde fis conclusion 

To clerkis lat .1. al disputasioii 

Bot wolde god . fat al fe Eokkes blake 

Ware sonken in-to bel for bis sake 892 

f es rokkes sleen myne bert for fere 

Thus wold scbe seine wif mony a pitous tere 

Hire frendes sawe fat it nas no disporte 

To Boumen be f e see bot discomfort 896 

And scbopen for to pleyne sum where elles 

Thei leden hire be Eeuers and be welles 

And eke in of er place delitables 

Thei daunce and plei att chesse and att tables 900 

So on a dai riht on f e morwe tide 

Ynto a Gardeine fat was riht fere beside 

In whiche fat f ei had maade her ordinance 

Of vitaile and of of er purueance 904 

Thei gone and pleine bem al f e longe daie 

And f is was on f e sext morwe of maie 

Whiche had peintede wif his soft schoures 

This gardine ful of leues and of floures 908 

And wyf craft of mannes honde so curiously 

Araide had f is gardine trialli 

That neuer was f er gardine of suche prise 

Bot if it were f e yerrei paradise 912 
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The odur of flouies and fe frisshe siht 

Wolde han maade ony peTisif man liht 

That euer was borne hot if to grete sekenesse 

Ojjer to grete sorwe hilde it in distresse 916 

And after dener gan fei to daunce 918 

So ful it was of bente wif plesance 917 

And singen also bot Dorigen songe alone 

Sche made alweie here compleinte and hire mone 920 

For sche ne sawhe him on J?e daunce goo 

pat was hir husbonde and hire loue also 

Eot nafeles sche moste hire time a-bide Deaf i44] 

And wij) goode hope lete sche here sorwe glide 924: 

Ypon J?is daunce amonges ofere men 

Daunced a swyer to-forn Dorigen 

That frisscher was and loliere of araie 

As to my dome fan is fe monef of male 928 

He singe]? and daunsef passinge any oper man 

pat is or was seppe pis werlde be-gan 

pare-wip he was if men schold him discryue 

On of pe beste faringe men on Hue 932 

3onge stronge riht vertuous ryche and wise 

And wele beloued and holden in grete prise 

And schortly if pe sope tellen .1. sclial 

Ynweteinge of pis dorigen att aH 936 

This lusty swyero seruant to Yenus 

Whiche pa^ ycleped was aurelius 

Had loued hire best of any creature 

Two 3ere and more as was his aduenture 940 

Bot neuer dorst he tellen hire of his greuance 

Wip-outen cuppe he drank al his penance 

He was dispeired nopinge dorst he sale 

Saue in his soule suin what wolde he wraie 944 

His woo as in general compleineinge 

He seide he loued and was beloued no pinge 

Of suche Matier maade he mony layes 

Songes compleintes Eoundeletis yirrelayes 948 
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Howe fat lie durst nouht his sorwe teli 

fat languissef as fire dof e in lieH 

And deye seide he must as dide ekko 

For iJTarsisus fat dorst nonht teli hir wo 952 

In of ere maner fan ^e here me seie 

l^e dorst he nonht to hire his wo he-wreie 

Sane perauentur snmtime att dannces 

There 3onge folke kepen her obsemannces 956 

It mai wel be he loked on hir face 

In suche a wise as man fat Axef grace 

Bot no f inge wist sche of his entent 

itsTaf eles it happed er f ei fens went 960 

Be cause fat he was hire nei3bore 

And was a mon of worsc4ppe and honoure 

And had yknowen him of ^ times jore [i a later t after of] 

Thei fel in speche oft more and more . 964 

Yn-to his purpos drouhe Aurelius Deaf in, back] 

And whan he sauhe his time he seid f us 

Madame quod he be god fat f is werld maade 

So fat .1. miht joure hert glade 968 

J. wolde fat daie fat 90ure Arnaragus 

Wente on see fat .1, Aurelius 

Hadde wente fat «L scholde neuer haue com a^eine 

For wele .1. wote my seruise is in veine 972 

Mi guerdon nys bot bristinge of myn herte 

Ma dame rewef vpon my peines smarte 

For as wif a swerd 30 maie me sle or sane 

Here att 30ure fote god wolde fat .1. were graue 976 

.1. haue as nowe no leiser for to seie 

Haue merci on me swete or 3e wolne do me deye 

Sche gan to loke vpon Aurelius 

Is fis 3oure wil quod sche and seie 3e fus 980 

Keuer eft quod sche wist .1. what 3e ment 

Bott nowe Aurely .1. know 3oure entent 

Be f ilke god fat 3aue me soule and lif 

ITe schal .1. neuer be vntrewe wiff 984 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Ill worde ne in werke as fer as .1. liaue witte 

.1. wil be Ms to whome ]jat .1. am knytte 

Bot affter fat-fou pleine fus seide sche 988 

Tak Jjis for final ansewer as for me 987 

Aurely quod, sche be bibe god aboue 

Jit wil .1. graunt 30ue to be 30ure lone 

Sen Jjus .1. 30W6 see so pitonsly compleigne 

Loke wbat dale fat yngelonde is breteigne 992 

Je remewe al Jje rokkes stone be stone 

fat fei let scbippe ne bote to gone 

.1. sale wban ^q bane maade fis coste so clene 

Of Eokkes fat fer nys no stone seene 996 

fan wil J. loue 30 we best of any man 

Hane here my trouf e in al fat euer y can ' 

Is fere none of er grace quod be 

"No be fat lorde quod scbe fat maade me 1000 

!For wele .1. wote fat . fat scbal nener be-tide 

Late sncbe foly onte of 30ure bert glide 

Wbat deynte scbolde man baue be bis lif 

For to lone a nof er mannes wif 1004 

fat baf ■ hir body when so fat bim likef 

Anrelius fnl oft sore sikef 

Woo was Anrely wban fat be fis berde [leaf 145] 

And wif a sorwful bert fus ansewerde 1008 

Madam quod, be fis were an inpossible 

Than Mot .1. deie on sodeine def e Orrible 

And wif fat worde be torned bim anone 

Tbo cam ber ofer frendes mony one 1012 

And in f e alies romed vp and doune . 

And no f inge wist of fis conclusionne 

Bot sodenlye be-gan to renel newe 

Til fat f e bribt so?zn lost bis be we 1016 

For f e orizonte baf raft f e sonne bis libt 

This is as mucbe to sale as it was nibt 

And bome f ei gone in ioye and in solas 

Sane onely wricbed Anrelins alas 1020 

LANSDOWNE 359 (8-T. 508) 



SIX-TEXT 509 

QKoup P. § 4. franklin's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

He to his lious is gone wij> sorweful hert 

He seife lie maie nouht fro his def astert 

Him seme]) he felef his hert colde 

Yp to fe henen his hondes gan he olde 1024 

And on his kenes bare he sett him donne 

And in his raneinge seide his orisoune 

For verrei woo he oute of his witte he braide 

He nyst nonht what he spak bot Jus he seide 1028 

Wi]) pitous hert hafe.he his compleinte be-gimne 

Ynto ])e goddesse and first vnto pe sonne 

He seide Apollo god and gouernonre 

And euerj planete herbe tre and floure 1032 

fat 3euest after fine declinacione 

To iche of hem his tyme a7id his sesone 

And pin hebour chaunge]) lowe and hihe 

Lorde phebus cast fi me[r]ciable eyhe 1036! 

On wriched Aureli whiche fat am for-lorne 

Lo lorde my lady haf my def sworne 

Wif-outen gilte bot fine benygnite 

Yppbn myne dedly hert haue sum pyte 1040 

Bot wele .1. wote lorde phebus if 30U liste . ' 

^e maie me helpe saue my ladi best 

l^ow vouchef saue fat .1. maie ^oue deuise 

Howe fat .1. maye be holpe and in what wise 1044 

3oure blisful suster lucina f e schene 

fat of f e see is chife goddes and qwene 

f ouhe . neptunus haue deite in f e see 

Jite emperes aboue him is sche 1048 

3e knowen wele lorde riht as hir desire [leaf U5, back] 

Is to be queked and lihtef of 30ure fire 

¥or whiche she folowf 3owe ful besily 

Eiht: so f e see desiref naturelly 1052" 

To folowen hir as sche fat is goddesse 

Bof in f e see and in reuers more and lesse 

Wher-for lord Phebus f is is myn request 

Po fis miracle or .1. do myne hert to brest 1056. 
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fat pOM nex^fe att jjis opposicioii 

Wliiche in signe schal be of J?e lyon 

IIa]?e praide liire so grete a flode to bringe 

fat .V. faf om att J? e lest it ouer springe 1060 

The hiest rokke in Armorik bretaine 

And lat his flode endure jeres tueyne 

Than certes to my lady may .1. seie 

Holdef foure heste fe rokkes bene awaie 1064 

Lorde phebus do fis Miracle for me 

Preie hire sche ga no faster cours fan 36 

.1. seie 3oue f us prei 3oure suster fat sche go- 

E'one fastere cours fan 90 fis ^eres tuo . ' 1068 

fan schal sche euere be att f e foH al weie 

And springe lasten bof nyht and daie 

And bot sche vowchesaue in suche manere 

To ^aunt me my lady souereigne dere 1072 

Praie hir to sinken euery rok adoune 

In-to hir owen derke regione 

Vnder fe grounde f er pluto duellef inne 

Ofer neuer more schal .1. my lady wynne 107^ 

Thine temple in delphos wil .I-barfote Qeek 

Lorde Phebus sef e 30 f e teres on my cheke - 

And of my pyne haue compassione 

And wif fat worde in swoune he fel a-doune 1080 

And longe time he laie in traunce 

His brof er whiche fat knewe of his penaunce 

Yp cauht him and to bed him brouht . 

Despeired in his torment and in his f ouht 1084 

Lo .1. fis woful creature lye 

Chese he for me wefer he wil leuo or deye 

IF Arueragus wif hele and grete honoure 

As he was of f e chiuahie f e floure 1088 

Is commen home and ofer worf i men . 

blisfalful ert f ou doregen ' 

That haste fin lusti husbande in fine Armes peaf uei 

f e frische knyht f e worf i man of armes - 1092' 
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fat louej) f e as Ms owen liertes lif 

"No finge lust liim to be ymaginatif 

Of any wight had spoke whiles was oute 

To hire of loue he maade J?ere-of no doute 1096 

He nouhte entendef to none suche matiere 

Bot dauncej) lustif and laakep good chere 

As fus in ioy and bhsse .1. late hem dweUe 

And of fe swete aurelius wil .1. teH 1100 

In langure and in furious tormentes ]jus 

Two 3ere and more laie wreched Aurelius 

Or ony foote on erje he myht gone 

"Ne comfort in fis time had he none 1104 

Saue of his bro]?er whiche fat was a clerke 

He knewe of al f is woo and of al fis werke 

Por to none ofer creature certeine 

Of fis matier ne dorst he no worde seine 1108 

Ynder his brest he bare his more secre 

Than euer dide Pamphilius for Galathe 

His brest was hole wiJ?-owten for to sene 

Bot in his herte was aie J?e arwe kene 1112 

And wele 30 wote fat a sore savoure 

In surgere ful perilous is fe cure 

Bot man myht touche fe arwe or come jferhj 

His brofer wepef and weilej? p/'mely 1116. 

Til att f e last him fel in remembrance 

fat whiles he was att Orliaunce in fraunce 

As 3onge clerkes fat buen licorous 

To reden artes fat buen curious 3 120 

Seken in euery halke and in euery heme 

Particulere sciens for to lerne 

He him remembref ypon a daie 

Att Orliance in stode a boke he saye 1124 

Of Magik naturelle whiche is felawe 

fat was fat time a bacheller of lawe 

Al were he fere to lerne anof er crafte 

An priuely vpan his deske he lafte 1128 
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j)is boke whiche spak muche of f is operaczons 
Touclieinge jje .xxviiij. Mancions 
That longe]} to pe mone and suche folye 
As in oure daies ne is not worfe a flye 1132 

For holy cherche seife in owre beleiie [leaf ue, back] 

I^e suffurejj none illusione vs to greiie 
And whan jiis booke was in remenibrauyzcel 
Anone for ioye he gan to daunco 1136 

And to him self seide prmely 
Mi brofer schal be warisched hastely 
For .1. am seker Jjat Jjere be sciencis 
Be whiche men make diners apparences 1140 

Whiche as pe subtile tregitonrs pleine 
For oft att festes herd .1. seine 
Jjat tregetours wij? in an hal large 

Haue maad in come water and a barge 1144 

And in fe haH rowe vp and doune 
Som time hafe semed a gnme lyonne 
[And som tyme fionres spryngin) in A mede ^^}'caY^%u* 
Sum tyme wyne & grapis white & rede] %^tf^g%^'f^ 
' Som tim a castel al of lyme and stone ^vlieafx^zMch?, 

And whan him liked voide it anone 
Thus semed it to euery mannes siht 

ITowe fan conclude .1. pus if pat .1. myM 1152- 

At orlyance some olde felawe finde 
pat had pe mones mancions in mynde 
Oyper magik naturel a-boue 

He scholde wele mak my broper haue his loue 1156 

For wip apparens a man maie make 
To mannenes siht pat al pe rokkes blake 
Of B[r]et eigne were went euery chone 
And pat schippes be pe brinke myht comen andgcmQ 1160 
And in suche forme endure a ^ere or tuo 
The7^ were my broper waresched of his wo 
Then most sche nedes knowe hire be-hest 
Or elles he schamen hire schal att pe leste 1164 
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What scholde make a longer tale of J»is 

Yuto Ms broJ?er bedde commeii he is 

And suche comfor[t] he 3af him for to gone 

To Orliaunce fat vp sterte anone 1168 

And on his waie forwarde is he fare 

In hope to be lessed of his care 

Whan J>eie were come almoste to fat Citee 

Bot if were a tuo furlonge or free 1172 

A 3onge clerke romeynge by himselfe fei • mette 

Whiche fat in latine f refteli hem grette 

And after fat seide he a wonder f inge 

Jl, knowe quod he fe cause of 3onre cow^ynge. 1176 

An er f ei forf er any foote wente 

He tolde hem al fat was in her en-tent 

This briton clerke him asked of felawes 

The whiche fat he had knowen in olde dawes 1180 

And he anseward him fat f ei dede were 

For wliiche he wepped ful oft mony a tere 

Downe of his hors Anrelius liht anone 

And farfe wif fis Magicien is he gone 1184 

Home to his howse and maade hem wele att ese 

Hem lakked no vitaile fat hem myht plese 

So wele araide hons as f er was one 

Anrelius in his lif ne sawe he none; . 1188 

He schewde him ar he w6nt to soper ' 

Forest Parkes ful of wilde dere 

Fber sawe he hertes with homes hy^Q f ^^f^l''^^^h-^'^?i'}Ii'^?^ ?• 

W jy J Not tn Harl. 1758, leaf 

The grettest:that euer were se wM ye / l^^^tf iu,f a'ci^l 

He / say of hem An hunderid? slayii) w^'t/i houndes 

And^ some with Arpwes bledf &r bitte?' woundes 

He say whan) voydicJ were thes wylde der' 

f e fauconers vp on) A faire rever] 1196 

And how fakons haue f e heron sleine 

Than sawe he knyhtes lusten in a pleine 

And after fis he dide him suche plesance 

Jhat he him schewde his lady in a daunce 1200 
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On whiclie him self he daunced as him pouht ' ' 

And whan fis maister fat J?is magik wrouht 
Sawe it was time he clapped his hondes two 
And.fare wele al onre reuel is do 1204' 

And jitte remewe J?ei neuerQ onte of ]?is house 
Whiles ]?ei sawe al J?is siht meruelouse 
Bot in his stodye j)ere as his bokes be 
The[i] satten stil and no whight bot fei Jre 1208' 

To him fis maister called ]?an a swyere 
And seide him ]}us is redi onre sopere 
Al most an honre it is .1. vndertake 

Sejjens .1. jowe badde oure soper to make 1212. 

When fat fis worfi men wenten wif me 
Ynto my stode fer as my bokes be 
Sire quod ]?is Swye[r] whan it lykej? 30ue 
It is al rede fouhe je wolde riht no we 1216. 

Go we fan to sonpe quod he and for f e best 
f es auerous folke sum time mot haue rest 
And after soper fel f ei in trete 

What somme schold fis maister guerdone be 122Q 

To remoue al fe rokkes of bretaigne 
And eke fro geroun to f e mouf e of seine 
He maade it straunge . and swore so god him saue 
lesse fan a f ousand pounde he nolde not haue 1224 

ITe gladly for fe somme ne wolde he gone [leaf 147, back] 

Aurelius wif blisful herte anone 
Onsewarde f us fy on a f ousand pounde 
This wide werlde fat men seine is rounde 1228 

That wold .1. 3eue if .1. were lorde of it . 

This Bargeyne is ful dreue for we bue knyt 
3e schollene be paide treuly be my trouf e 
3ot lokef nowe for no necligens or sleuf e, 1233 

5e tary vs here no longer fan to morwe 
ITay quod fis .clerke haue here my trouf e to borwe '> 

To bed is gone Aurelius whan him luste 
A-nd wel nyhe al fat nyht he had his ruste 1 230 
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That for his lahoure and for his hope of blisse 

His woful herte of penance hadde a lisse 

Vpon Jjis mo[r]we whan ]?at it was daie 

To bretaine toke fei fe riht weie 1240 

Anrelius and ])is magicien be side 

And buene descendit Jere Jjei wilne a-bide 

And Jjis was as Jje bokes me remembre 

The colde frosty seson of decembre . 1244 

Phebus waxede olde and hewed ylike lato^m 

Jjat in his bote declinaciown 

Schone as fe bumyd gold wij? stremes briht 

Bot nowe in scorpion a-donne he liht 1248 

Where as he schone fiil pale .1. dare wel seien 

The bitter frostes wiJ) slete and reine 

Destruyed ha]j je grene in euery 3erde 

lanns sit be fire wif double berde 1252 

And drinke]) of his bugle home fe wyne . 

Be-forne him stant fe braune of fe twext swyne 

And a nouel criej) euery lusti man 

Aurelius in al jjat euere he can . 1256 

Dofe his maister chier and reuerence 

And preyejj him to done his diligence 

To bringen him oute of his peines smerte 

Ofer wijj a swerde fat he wold slitt his herte 1260 

That subtille clerk whiche fat reufe hadde on fis man 

fat nyht and daie he him spedde fat he ne Ian 

To waite a time of his conclusione 

fis is to seie to make illucione 1264 

,1. ne can no termes of astrologie 1266 

Be whiche an apparens of logellery 1265 

That sche and euery wight schold wene and seie peaf i48] 

fat of Bretaigne f e rokkes were aweie 12 68 

Or elles f ei were sonken vnder grounde 

So att f e last whan that he his time founde 

To make his lapes and his wrechednesse 

Of whiche a supersticious cursedenesse \ 1272 
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His tables colletanes for]) lie brouht 
Ful wele corrected for Jere lakked noubt 
!N"e bis collectes ne bis expans 3eres 
Ke bis rotes ne bis o]jere geres 1276 

As biene is centres and bis argnmentez 
And bis proporcione coniienientez 
For bis equacions in euery finge 

And\\Q bis .viij. spere in bis wirkinge 1280 

He knewe bowe fere alnafe was . yscbone 
From ]?e beued of J>ilke ^^ aries aboue 
Jjat in fe .ix. spere considerd is 

Ful subtilli be calle)) al ]?is 1284 

And wban be bad fonde bis first manciofl 
He knewe Jje remenant be proporcioii 
And knewe Je ariseinge of fe mone wele 
And in wbos face and terme euery dele 1288 

And knewe ful wele fe mones mansion 
Accordant to bis operac/on 
And k[n]ewe al so bis ofer obseruauncez 
For sucbe illusions and sucbe mescbaunces 1292 

As ey])en foike vside filke dales 
For wbicbe no longer Maked be delaies 
Bott forube bis magik for a weke or tweie 
It semede fat al fe rokkes were a waie 1296 

Aurelius wbicbe fat despayred is 
Wefer be scbal baue bis or fare amys 
Awaitef nybt and dale of fis miracle 
And wban be knewe fer was none obstacle 1 300. 

fat voided were f es rokkes euerycbon 
Doune to bis maistres fete be fel a none 
And seide .1. wooful wricbe Aurelius 
Tbank 30we lord and lady myne Venus 1 304 

Tbat me baue bolpe fro my .Cares colde 
And to f e temple, forf e bis weie baf e bolde 
Wbere ke knewe be scbolde bis lady se 
-And wban be sawbe bis time anone ribt be 1308 
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Wi)) d[r]edeful lierte and lininble chiere [iean48, back] 

Saluyd ha]? his souereigne lady dere 
IT My rihtful lady qwod Jis woful man 
Whome .1. moste drede and lone as .1. best can 1312 

And lojjest wer of al ])is werlde displese 
!N"ere it fat .1. for 30we hane snclie disese 
fat .1. muste deye here att 3onre fote anone 
Bot nonht wold .1. tel ho we me is wo begone 1316 

Bot certes eyfer must .1. deye or pleine 
3e sleine me giltles for verrei peine 
Bot of my dejje ^ouhe 3e hane no renfe 
AviseJ) 3owe ar fat 3e lese 3onre trenf e 1320 

Eepentef 3owe for f ilke god abone 
Or 30 me sleyne because fat .1. 30we loue 
For madame wele^e wote fat 3e haue hiht 
£mu3t that I Chalenge ony thing of ryght] J^st'S 
Of 30W souereigne ladye bot 30ure grace 
Bot in a gardeine 3onde in suche a place 
3e woote riht wele fat 3e be-hiht me 

^nd in 30ure honde 3oure trouf e pliht me 1 328 

To loue me best god wote 3e saide so 
And al be fat . fat .1. vnworf e am f erto 
Madame .1. speke it for f e honoure of 30ue 
:More fan to saue myn herte lif riht no we 1332 

.1. haue done as 30 haue commanded me 
And if 30 vouche-saf 3e male go see 
And as 30W luste hauef 30ure behest in mynde 
,!For whikke or dede riht fus 30 schal me fynde 1336 

In 30we life al to do me lyue or deye 
Bot wele .1. wote f e rokkes bene aweye 
He toke his leue and sche astonyed stode 
;In al hir face f ere nas a drope of Mode 1340 

Sche wende neuer haue commen in suche a trappe 
Alas (\uodi sche fat euer f is scholde happe 
For wend .1. neuer be possibelite 
(That suche a mustre or suche a merveile scholde be 1344 
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It is a3eiiie fe process of ISTature^ ^^^^eTinXmT'''''' 

And home sche gof a sorweful creature^ 

For verraie vnnej) male sche go 

Sche wepe]) and weylej) a dale oi tno 1348 

And swowne]) fat it renj) was to see 

Bot whi it was to no whight tolde sche • 

For oute of toune was gone Arneragus^ ^lnfol^ine%''im*^^ 

Bot to hir selfe sche saide and spak Jjiis [leafuo] 1352 

In hire compleint as 30 schollen affter here 

Wif face pale and wij) sorwheful chiere 

Alas qziod sche on fe fortune .1. pleine 

fat vnwar hast wrapped me in fi cheyne 1356 

For whiche pe Eskape wote .1. no soconre 

Saue only defe ojjir dishononre 

One of fis tuo behoue]) me to chese 

Bot nafeles 3it hadde leuere to lese 1360 

Mi lif fan of my bodi to haue a schame 

Ofer knowe my self fals ofer lese my name 

And wiJ) my def .1. may me quyte y-wis 

Haf fere noiiht mony a wif ar f is 1364 

And mony a maiden ysleine hire self alas 

Baf er fat wif hire bodis done trespas 

And certes lo f es stories beref wittenesse 

Whan .XXX. tyrantez ful of cursednesse 1368. 

Had sleyne Phidon in Athenes att f e lest 

Thei commaunded his donhtres to arest 

And bringen hem be-forne him in despite 

Al naked to ful-fil hire foule delite 1372 

And in here faders blode f e[i] made hem daunce 

Vppon f e pament god 36110 hem meschaiince 

For whiche f es woful maidens ful of drede 

Bafer fan f e[i] wolden lese here maidenhede 1376 

f ei pn'nely bene stext in-to a weH: 

And dreinte hem self as f e bokes teH * 

Thei of Mesne, lete e[n]qnere and seke 

Of lacedemye .1. may dens eke 1380 
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On whiclie fei wolden done here licherye 

Eot was fere none of al fat companye 

fat sche nas sleyne wif a gladd entent 

And rafer chase to deye fan for to assent 1384 

To.bien oppressed ^ of liere maidenliede [i ? ms otpressed'] 

WM sell old .1. fan to deye buen in drede 

^ Lo eke f e tyrant Anstoclides 

fat loued a maide fat hiht simphalides 1388 

"Whan fat hir fader sleine was on a nyht 

Ynto Dyanes temple gof e sche a-none riht 

And hent f e ymage wif hire armes tuo 

Fro which e ymage wold sche neuer goo 1392^ 

ITo wyht my3t of it hire hande race [leaf 149, back] 

Til sche was sleine in f e selue place 

ITowe sef en fat maidens hadd suche despite 

To bien defonled wif mannes foule delite 1396 

Wele auht a wif rafer her self sle 

fat to hue defonled as f enkef me 

That schal .1. seien of Asdrubardis wiif 

fat att Cartage beraft hir self here liff 1400 

Por whan sche sawe fa romeine wanne f e tonne 

Sche toke hir children al and swep adoune 

In to f e fire and chase rafer to deye 

fan any Eomeyne did hire velanye 1404 

Haf nonht Lncres sleyne hire self alas 

Att Eome fare sche oppressed was 

Of Tarqnyne for hire f onht it was a schame 

To leue whan fat sche had lost hire name 1408. 

The .viij. Maidens of Milesye also 

Hane sleyne hem self for drede and woo 

Eafer fan folke of Ganle schold hem oppresse 

Mo fan a fousand storis as .L gesse 1412 

Conf e .1. no we tell as toucheinge f is matier 

Whan Abradas was sleyne his wif so dere 

Hire selfe slowhe a7id lete hire blode to glide 

In Abradas wonndes brode and wide 1416 
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And seide my body att ]?e leste waye 

far schal no whiglit defoule it if fat .1. maie 

What scliold .1. mo ensamples here of sayne 

Sefen fat so many haue hem selfe slayne 1420 

Wele rafer fan f ei wolde defoiiled be 

.1. wil conclude what is best for me 

[To sle my self< thanne be defoulid thus ^^f^'^i^\^'£^^\ 

•^ Not in Marl. 1758, leaf 

I wol be trewe yn-to Arueragus] |Kf 3* '^'^''^'^' 

Of ir rather sle my s^if in su7?^ manere ^^ ' ^^^"^ 

As did Demonycious doubter dere 

Because fat sche nold nouht defouled be 

cedasus . it is ful grete pite 1428 

To reden howe fin douhtern deyden alas 

fat slowhe hem self for suche a maner cas 

As grete pite was it * or more 

Theban Maiden fat fo[r] B'ichasor 1432 

[hir seluen slowgh right for swich manere wo '^^' TSi^.i!-* 

•- o o i^ii Karl. 7333, Z/8o, 

An othir theban mayde dede right so] S. i?58?ia%f| 

TT* 11 111 71 1 r , -\ or Sloane 168C, leaf 

Hire had wedded and dressed \_s]purious\ 285.1 

For one of Macedoyne had hire oppressed 1435 

What scha[l] .1. seie of Mchostratifs wif 

fat for suche caas beraft hire self hir lif 

Howe trew was eke to Alcebiades [leatiso] 

His loue fat fo[r] to deyen chese 1440 

Then for to suffren his body vmbreide be 

Lo whiche a wif was Alcestem qwod sche 

What Emore of good Penolope 

Al grece knowef of her chastitee 1444 

Parde of Leodomya is wreten f us 

Thate whan att troye was slayne p7"otheselayus 

1^0 longer wolde sche leue after his daye 

fe same of noble Porcia tel .1. maie 1448 

Wif-outen brutus couf sche nouht leue 

To whome he had al hole hir herte .y^eue 

The parfyte wyfhode of Arthemesye 

Honouryd is f urhe al f e barberye 1452 
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Teuta queene in fine wifly chastite 

To al wyves maie a merrour be 

[ . . » no gap in the MS : these lines 

, . . . hnown only in Ellesmere Jf/S.] 1456 

Thus pleyned dorigen a day or tueye 

Purposed euere ]?at sche wolde deye 

% Eot iN'aJjeles on fe fredde nylit 

Home cam Arueragus fe worjji knyht 1460 

And ax^d hire whi ]?at sche wepped so sore 

And sche gan wepen euere ]?e longere more 

Alas quodi sche fat euer was ,L borne 

Thus haue .1. seide quodi sche fus haue .L sworne 1464 

.1. tolde him al as 3e haue herde before 

.It nede]) nouht to rehersen it no more 

This husbonde wij? glad chere in sondre wise 

Anseward and seide as .1. schal 3owe deuyse 1468 

Es Jjer ouht elles dorigen bot fis 

N'ay naye qiiodi sche god heipe me so as wis 

This is to meche • and it were goddes will 

3e wife qi/od he lat slepe fat is stiH 1472 

It male be wele 3it perauentur to seie 

Sche schol ^oure troufe holden be my faie 

Por god so wisly helpe me 

J. hadde weH leuer ystiked for to be 1476 

For verrei loue whiche fat .1. to 30ue haue 

Eot if 3e scholde 3oure trouf e saue 

Trouf e is f e hiest f inge fat man male kepe 

Bot wif fat worde he brast anone to wepe 1480 

And seide .1. 3oue for-bede vpon peyne of def e 

fat neuer whiles 3e last lif ne bref e . 

Til no wihte telle ho we fat fis matier [leaf i50» baok] 

As .1. maye kepe J. wil me wo endure 1484 

ITe make no countenance of heuynesse 

fat foike of 3owe male deme harme or gesse 

And forf e he cleped a swyer and a maide 

Gof e forfe anone wif Dorogen he saide 1488 
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And bringefe hir to snche a place anone 

fei toke her leue and on Jjeire wei fei gone 

Bot jjei ne wist whie sclie federe went 

He nold no whiht telle hire entent 1492 

[[These lines Tcnown only 
*•*'•**• in the Ellesmere MS.li 



1496 

no gwp in the MS^ 

This Swyere whiche fat hiht Anrelius 

On dorigen whiche fat was so amerous 1500 

Of aduenture happed . hire to mete 

A-mydde fe toune riht in fe quek strete 

As sche was bonne to gone fe waie for]? riht 

To-warde fere as sche had hiht 1504 

And he was to fe Gardeine ward also 

For wele he spiede whan sche wold go 

Owte of hire hous to any maner place 

Bot fus fei mette of aduenture or of grace 1508 

And he saluyd hire wif glad entente 

And axed of hire wheder fat sche wente 

And sche ansewarde half as sche was madde 

£Ynto the gardyii as my husbonde bad] [Sioane less, //205, Sifc] 

My trouf e for to holde alas alas 

Aurelius gan wonder of f is caas 

And in his hert had grete compassione 

Of hire and of hire lamentacione 1516 

And of Arnaragus f e worf i knyht 

fat bad hire holde al fat sche hiht 

So lof e he was his wif schold breke hir trouf e 

And in his herte he kest of f is grete rouf e 1520 

Consideringe f e beste on euery side 

fat fro his luste were him better abide 

fan done so hihe a cherles wrechednesse 

A3eines ffraunchis and a3eynes al gentillesse 1524 

LANSDOWNE 373 (6-T. 522) 



SIX-TEXT 523 

. OROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

For wliiclie in fewe wordes seide lie fus 

Madame seife to 30ure lorde Arneragus 

pat sef in .1. see pis grete gentillesse 

To 9owe . and eke .1. see wele ^oure destresse 1528 

pan 3e to me pus scholde breke ^oure troupe 1530 

Seites me pinkep it were riht grete roupe ^purious 1529] 

.1. liaue wele leuer euer to suiire woo ' [leaf i5i] 

Then .1. departe pe loue be-tuex 30W tuoo 1532 

.1. 30we reles ma dame in to 3oure honde 

Quyte euery surement and euerj bonde 

pat 36 haue maade to me as here be-forne 

■ Sepyns piUie time pat 36 were borne 1536 

My troupe .1. plihte .1. schal 3owe neuer repreue 

Of no by-heste and here .1. take my leue 

As of pe trewest and pe best wif 

pat euere ip.t knewe .1. in al my lyf 1540 

Bot euer y wyht bewar of hire behest 

On dorigen remembrep att pe lest 

pus can a swyer done a gentil dede 

As wele as kaii a knyht wip outen drede 1544 

Sche p.onke him vppon hire knees al bare 

And home vnto hire housebonde is sche fare 

And told him aH 36 haue herde me seide 

And be 36 seker he was so wele apaide 1548 

pat it were impossible to write 

What schold .1. longer of pis cas endite 

Arueragus and Dorigene his wif 

In seuereigne blisse leden forpe here lyfe 1552 

IN'euer eft ne was pere anger hem be-twene 

He chirisep hire as pouhe sche where a queue 

And sche was to him treue for euer more 1555 

Aurelius pat his cost hape Al forlore 1557 

Cursep pe time pat euer he was borne 1558 

For certes he seip .1. am for-lorne [spurious] 

Alas quod he alas pat I be-hiht 

pured gold .a. pousand pou[n]de of wyht 1560 

LANSDOWNE 374 (6-T. 523) 



SIX-TEXT 524 
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Yn-to J?is Philofre liovfe sclial J. do 

.1. se no more bot fat .1. am for-do 

Myne heritage most .1. nedes seii 

And biien a begger here may .1. no longer dweR 1564 

And schamen al fis kinrede in Jis place 

Bot .1. of him male gette fe better grace 

[But netheles I woUe of him assay t^^^i-. ^^f> ^fff,^> ^oL 2. 

■- -^ Also zu Reg. V/ D 15, 

At Certeyne yeer2. and^ dayes to pay] ^^^ ^Iftl^JIS 

.1. wil f onke him of his grete curtesie ^^^^' ^'''^'^'' ^^'^"^ 

Myne trou]?e wil J. kepe .1. wil nouht lye 

Wij? hert sore he gofe vnto his cofre 

And bronht golde ynto his philosofre 1572 

The valewe of .vj.*^ ponnde .1. gesse 

And him beseche]) of his gentillesse 

To grannt him dales of fe remenant [leuf isi, back] 

And maistere .1. dare wele make aua^^nt 1576 

.1. failed neuer my troufe as 3ite 

For sekuiiy my dettes schal .1. quyte 

To-warde 3 owe howe euer fat .1. fare 

To gone abigged in my kirtel bare 1580 

Bot wold 36 vouche sanf vpon snyrte 

Two 3ere of er f re te respite me 

Then ware .1. wele for elles most . I seli 

Myne heritage fer nys no more to teH 1584 

Thi[s] philosophre sobnrl}'' ansewerd 

And seid fus whan he f es wordes herde 

Hane .1. nouht holden couenant vnto f e 

3is certes wele and treuly qiiodi. he 1588 

Hast f ou not had f i lady as f e Ij^kef 

JsTo no (]uodL he and sorwfully he sikef 

"Whatt was f e cause tel me if f ou can 

Aurelius his tale a-none be-gan 1592 

And tolde him al as 3e han herde be-fore 

It nedef nouht to rehersen no more 

[He seide Arneragus/ of gentilnesse . ^^,^^;,fif^/f ^4\^^^/gf * 

Had leuyr/ dye in sorow & distresse . ^-f,; 'if,f\i:t£i^ ^' 
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Than his/ wif were of hir/ trouthe fals/. £^6, ^T^lwj 

The sorow of Dorigen lie tolde hym als/ . 

How loth hir/ was/ to hen a wickid wif. 

And that sche leuyr/ had that day lost hir/ lif . 1600 

And that hir/ trouthe sche swore thorogh ynnocence . 

Sche neuyr/ erst/ herd speke of apparence] [Haxi. extr. ends] 

And riht as frely as he sent hire to me 1604 

pat maad me haue of hire so grete pite 1603 

As frely sent .1. hire to hime ajeine 

This is al and somme ])6re nys no more to seine 

This philofre Ansewerde leue brofere 

Euer-iche of 30 we ded gently che to opere 1608 

Jjou ert a swyere and he is a knyht 

Bot god for-hede for his hlisful myht 

Bot if a clerke coujje do as gentil a dede 

As wele as any of 3 owe it is no drede 1612 

Sire .1. reles ])e ])i Jjousand ponnde 

As pou riht nowe were crepe out of f e grounde 

I^e neuere or nowe ne haddest knowe me 

For sir .1. wil nou3t take a peny of pe 1616 

For al my craft ne noujt for my trauaile 

Jiou haste y-paiede wele for my vitaile 

It is ynowhe and fare wele and haue good daie 

He toke his hors and forjje he gope his waie 1620 

//Lordinges pis question pan wald .1. ax nowe 

Whyche was pe most fre as penkep 30we 

]^owe tellep me or pat .1. forpe wende 

.1. can no more my tale is att an ende. 1624 

Explicit Liber / [leaf 1521 
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GEOUP G. FRAGMENT VIII. 

§ 1. THE SECOND NUN'S TALE. 
lANSDOWNE US. 



[THE PROEM.] 

l2io breaks between the stanzas in the MSJ] 

Incipit prologus . 2! Monyalys cieaf 152] 

(1) 

THe Ministre of jie Nonce vn-to vices I 

Whiche pat men clepen in englisshe ydelnesse 
The porter of fe gate is of delices 

To eschiewe . And bu hir contrarie hire oppresse 4 

That is to seine be leful besinesse 
Wele ouhte we to done oure entent 
Lest fat Jje fende Jjoruhe .Idelnesse vs schent 7 

(2) 
IF For he fat wij> his Jjonsand cordes sly^e 8 

Contenuely vs waytej) to be-clappe 
Whan he maie man in Idelnesse aspije 
He can so lihtly cache him in his trappe 1 1 

Til Jjat a man be hente riht be Jje lappe 
He is not waree pe fende hape him in honde 
Wele onhte vs werche and ydelnesse wip stonde 14 

' (3) 
IT And pouhe men dradden neuer for to deye 15 

Jit seen men wele be reson donteles 
pat ydelnesse is rotin slogardye 

Of pere comep neuere none encrese 18 

A.nd sepens pat sloupe hir haldep in a lese 
Onely to slepe and for to ete and drinke 
And to deuowren al pat oper swynke 2 1 
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GROUP G. § 1. SECOND NUN*s TALE. Lonsdowue MS. 

(4) 
If And for to putt vs fro suche Idelnesse 22 

fat cause is of Jje grete confusione 
.1. haue here done my fei]?eful besinesse 
After f e legent in translacione 25 

Eiht of fe glorious lif and passione 
J)ou with pi garlonde wrouht wij) rosus and lylie 
The mene .1. a maide and Martire seint Cecile 28 

(5) 

If And jjou |)at floure of virgines art al 29 

Of whome ^at Bemarde lust so wele to write 

To pe att my begynynge first J. caH 

fou comfort of vs wreches do me endite 32 

pi maydens dep Jjat was poruhe Mr merite 

pe etemale lif and of pe fende victorie 

As men maie after reden in hir storie 35 

(6) 
IT Thou maiden and moder douhte of pi sowne 36 

Thou weH of Mercy sinful soules cure 
In whome pat god for bounte chees to wonne 
pou humble a7id hihe ouer euery creature 39 

pat no desdeyne pe Maker had of kinde 
pou noblest so fere oure nature 
His Sonne in blode and flessche to elope arid winde ^^^l}'^^* 

IF Wip-inne pe cloister blisful of pi sides 43 

Toke mannes schap eterne loue and pees 

pat of pe trine compas lorde and gide es 

Whome heuen and see and erpe out reles 46 

Ay herien . and pou virgine wemles 

Bare of pine body and dueldist maide pure 

The creatore of euery creature 49 
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(8) 
IT Assembled is in pe magnificence 50 

With mercy goodnesse and wi)> suche pite 
fat J?ou ert Jje sonne of excellence 

iN'ouht only helpest hem Jjafc preyen Jje 53 

But oft time of Jji benignite 
Fal frely er fat men fin belpe beseche 
fdu gost be-forne and ert her lyues leche 56 

(9) 

IT Nowe help fou meke and blisful faire maid 57 

Me flemed wriche in f is desert of gal 

f enke on fe womman Canan fat seide 

fat whelpes eten somme of f e crommes al 60 

fat from her lordes table buen yfal • 

And f ouhe fat .1. f e vnworf e doubter of Eue 

Be synful jit accept my be-leue ' 63 

(10) 

f And for fat feif is dede wif outen werkes ^4 

So for to worchene jeue me witte and space 

fat .1. be qwyte frome f e place fat most derke is 

O f ou fat art so faire and so ful of grace 67 

Be myne aduocate in so hihe a place 

There as wif outen eende is songe Osanna 

Thou cristes moder and doubter of Anna 70 

(11) 

IT And of fine lyht f ou graunt my self haue parte 71 

fat triblide is be f e cogitacione 

[Of my body / and? also by fe weyght CHari.7333.7/86,&A;,ro^.2j 

Of erthely lust an($ fals effecciou)] 74 

O heuen o refute o saluacione 

Of hem fat buen in sorwe and destresse 

N0W6 helpe for vnto my werke .1. wil me redresse 77 
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(12) 

IT Jet praie J. 30 we fat redeir fat J. write 78 

For-3euej) me fat .1. do no diligence 

f is ilke storie subtely to endyte 

For bofe haue .1. fe wordes and f e sentence 81 

Of hem fat att f e seintes reuerence 

f e stori wrote and folowen here legende 

And praien 3owe fat 3e woH my werk amende 84 

(13) \THE TALK] 

IF fi&rste wiH ,1. 3owe f e name of sein Cecile 85 

Expounde as men maie in here stories see [leaf iss] 

It is to seyen on Englisshe heuenes lylye 

For pure chastenesse of virginitee 88 

Of er for sche witnesse hadde of honeste 

Of grene of conscience and of good fame 

The swete sauoure lylye was hir name 91 

(U) 

Of ere Cecely . is to seie fe waie to.blinde 92 

For sche ensample was be gode techeinge 

Or elles Cicily is as .1. waiten fynde 

Is loyned be a maner conioyneinge 95 

Of heuen and lya . and hire in fygureinge 

f e heuen is sette for f ouht of holynesse 

And lya for hire lasteinge besinesse 98 

(15) 

Cecile eke mai be seide in fis manere 99 

Wanteynge of blindenesse for hire grete liht 

Of Sapiens and for hire f ewes clere 

Or elles la fis may dens name briht 102 

[Off heuen and leos commyth ffor which bi riht] ^^f^hUi^* 

Men myht f e heuen of f e peple hir caii 

Ensample of goode and wise werkes aH: 105 
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GROUP G. § 1. SECOND NUN*s TALE. Lausdownc MS, 

(16) 
For leos peple in ynglissle is to seie 106 

And riht as men may in fis lieuen see 
The Sonne and mone and fe sterres euery weye 
Riht so gostly in J?is mayden fre 109 

Seyen fe faijje of Manificence 
And eke of helfe and of sapiens 
And sondre werkes briht of excellence 112 

(17) 
An[d] riht as fes philosofers write * 113 

fat heuen is swift rouwde and hemeinge 
Riht so was faire Cecile f e white 

Eul sweft and besi euer in good workinge .116 

And rounde and hole in goode perseueringe 
And bernede euer in charite liht 
^owe haue .1. declared 30W what sche hiht 119 

Explicit Prologus Incipit fabula. 



(18) 

This maiden hiht Cecile as hire lif seife. 120 

Was comen of Romeyns and of noble kinde 
And so forfe fostred vp in fe feife 
Of Crist and bare his gospeH in hir mynde 123 
Sche neuer cesede as .1. wreten finde 
Of hire praier and god to loue and drede 
Besecheinge him. to kepe hire Maidenhede 126 

(19) 
And whan pis maiden scholde vnto a man 127 

Iwedded be pat was ful ^onge of Age [leaf 153, back] 

Whiche pat ycleped was Waleriane 

And pe daie was cowimen of his Mariage 130 

Sche fel deuoute a7id homble in hire Corage 
Vnder hire robe of golde pat satte ful faire 
And next hire flesche yclad hire in an haire 133 
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(20) 

IF And while fe orgeii® maden inelodie 134 

To god alone fus in hert songe sche 

lorde my soule and eke my bode gie 

Vnwemed lest fat .1. confounded be 137 

And for his loue fat deied vpon a tree 

Euery secunde or fe fred daie sche fast 

Aie biddi[?z]ge in hir orisons ful fast 140 

(21) 

If The nyht came and to bed sche most gone 141 

Wij) hire husbond as often is fe manere 

And prmely sche seide anone 

swete and wel be-loued spouse dere 1 44 

Jjer is a counsel and ^e wold it here 

Whiche fat riht feine .1. wil vnto seine 

So fat 3e me assured it noujt to be-wreine 147 

(22) 

H Valerian gan fast vn to hir swere 1 48 

fat for no caas ne f inge fat miht be 

He scholde for nof inge neuere be-wrien hire 

And fann att erst vnto him fus seid sche 151 

J. haue an Angel whiche fat louef me 

fat wif grete loue whef er so y wake or slepe 

Is rede ay my bode for to kepe 154 

(23) 

// And 3if fat he may felen oute of drede 155 

[That ye me touche or loye in vilonye [Hari. 7333, ?ca/87, eoi. 21 

He ry3t a-non) wol slee you w^'t/i f e dede 

And* in yoz/r thought fus schulle ye dye 158 

And* yf ye me in clennes gy] 

He wolde 30 we loue as me for 30ure clennesse 

And schewen 3owe of his ioye and his brihtnesse 161 
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(24) 

IF Yalerian correctid as god wolde 162 

Ansewerd a3eine if .1. schal truste to fe 

Latt me fat Angel see and him be-holde 

And if J?at it a verraie Angel be 16e5 

fan wil .1. done as fou hast preide me 

And if fou loue a nof ere man for sofe 

Eiht wif fis swerde .1. wil sle 30we bofe 168 

(25) 

IF Cecile ansewerd anone in fis wis 169 

If fat 30we lust fat Angel schal 3e see 

So fat 3e trowe on criste and jowe baptize 

Gofe forfe to via apia qwod sche 172 

That frome f is toune ne stant bot miles free 

And to fe pouer folkes fat fere duelle [leaf 154] 

Sei hem riht fus as fat J. schal ^owe telle 175 

(26) 

IF Tel hem . fat .1. Cecile 3owe to hem sent 176 

To schewen 3owe f e good vrbane f e oold« 

For secre nedes and for good entent 

And whan fat 3e seint vrban haue be-holde 179 

Tel him f e wordes whiche fat .1. ^owe tolde 

And whan fat he haf purged 3owe fro sinne 

Than schal 3e se fat angel ar 30 twinne 182 

(27) 

IF Valerian is to fat place y-goon 183 

And, riht as him was tauht be his lerenynge 
He fonde f is holy Yrban anone 

.i. latitana 

Amonge fe seintes buriels lotiynge. 186 

And he anone wif -outen tariynge 

Did his Message and whan fat he hadde tolde 

Yrban for loye gan his hondes vpholde 189 
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■ (28) 
The teres from his yen lete he fall 190 

Almihti god o ihe6^u Crist quod he 
Sewere of Chaste counseil . and herde of vs alt 
The fruyte of Jjilke seed of chastite 193 

j?at Jjou hast sowe in Cecile take to J?e 
Loo ylike abuse bee wijj oute gile 
pe seruep aye jjin owen Jral Cecile 196 

(29) 

% For Jjilke spouse pat sche toke hot nowe 197 

Tul like a fers lyon sche sendej) here 

As meeke as any lombe was to ^owe 

And wiJj Jjat worde anone per gan apere 200 

A"nd old man clad wip white elopes clere 

And had a booke wip letfies of gold in honde 

And gan beforne Valerian stonde 203 

(30) 
If Valerian as dede fel doune for drede 204 

When he him saughe a7id him vp hent poo 
And on his booke riht pus he gan to rede 
lorde .o. feipe .o. god wip owten mo 207 

Of Cristendome and fader of all also 
Aboue ati and ouer al euery where 
pis wordes al wip golde wreten were 210 

(31) 
IF Whan pis was radde pan seide pis olde man 211 

Leuest pou pis pinge or no sey ^e or naye 
.1. leue al pis pinge f [qwod valerian) [HaxL 7333, if 87, bJc, col i] 
ffor sother thing] pan pis .1. dare wele saye 214 

Vnder pe heuen no whiht ne penke maye 
Tho vanysched pe olde man he nyste wher 
An pope Vrbane him cristene riht pere [leaf 154, back] 
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(32) 

Valerian gojje home an<^ sein Cecile 218 

^( Wif-inne his chambur he sauhe an Aungel stande 

J)is Aungel hadde of Eoses and of lyle 

Corons tuo whiche he bare in hand« 221 

And first to Cecile as .1. vnderstande 

He 3af fat one and after gan he take 

pe t other to Valerian hire make 224 

(33) 

IF Wi]j body clene and vnwemmed jjouht 225 

Kepe ay wele fis Corounes q«^od he 

Trome paradise to 30 we haue J. hem broiiht 

^Ne neuer more schoH Jjei roten be 228 

E^e lese her swete sauore trustef me 

l^e neuer whight schal seen hem wif his ey3e 

Bot he be chaste and hate velanye 231 

(34) 

If And Jjou walerian for fou sone 232 

Assentest to good counsel alsoo 

Sey what fe lust and J)ou schalt haue fi bone 

J. haue a brofer q^^od valerian J?oo 235 

pat in fis werd .1. loue no man soo 

.1. praie 3owe Jjat my brojjer maie haue grace 

To knowe pe troupe as .1. do in pis place 238 

(35) 

f The Angel ansewarde god lykep 3oure request 239 

And hope wip pe pame of Marterdome 

3e schol com vnto pe blisful feste 

And wip pat worde Tiburce his broper come 242 

And whan pat he sauoure vnder noma 

Wip pat pe roses and pe lyles Caste 

Wip inne his herte he gan to wonder fast 245 
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(36) 

IT And seide in fis time .1. wonder of Jje ^ere 246 

Wliens J)is suote sauo^^r comej) so 

And Eoses and lilys it .1. smeli here 

For J^oulie .1. had hem in myn hondes tuo 249 

The sauoure in me myht no depper go 

The swete smel it in myne here .1; finde 

Hafe chau;2ged me al in anojjer kinde 252 

(37) 

IF Valerian seide tuo coronnes haue we 253 

Snowe white and rose rede J)at schynej) clere 

Whiche fat fine yen haue no myht to se 

And as fou smellest hem foruhe my preiere 256 

So schalt f ou seen leue brofer dere 

If it so be fat wolte wif oute sloufe 

Beleue a riht and knowe verrei troufe [leaf 155] 259 

(38) 

Tiburce answerd saist fou f us to me 260 

In sof enesse or in dremes herken 3e fis 

In dreme q«^od Valerian han we bue - 

Vnto fis time myn brof er ywisse 563 

Bot nowe att erst oure trouf e dwellyngis 

How woost fou qt^od Tiburs and in what wise 

Qz^od Valerian fat J. schal deuise 266 

(39) 

IT The.Aungel of god hafe me trewf ytauht 267 

Whiche fat f ou schalt seen \i fat f ou wolte reneye 

f e ydoles and be clene and elles nouht 

And of f e miracles of f es corounes tueye 270 

Seint Ambrose in his preface lust to seie 

Solempnely f is noble doctor dere 

Commendef it and seif in fis manere 273 
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(40) 

f The palme of marterdome for to receyue , 274 

Sein Cecile fulfild of goddes 3ift 

j>Q werlde and eke here Chambre . gan sche weyue 

Wittnesse Tiburce and Cecilez schrift 277 

To whiche god of his bounte wolde schift 

Corounes tuo of floures wele smellynge 

And maade Jje Angel hem f e Corounes bringe 280 

(41) 

IT The maide haf brouhte fes men to blisse a-boue 281 

The werlde haj) wiste what it was worJ)e certeyne 

Deuocione of chastite to lone 

Tho schewde him open and pleine 284 

fat al ydoles nys but finge in veine 

For fei bu domme and perto J?ei bue def 

And charged him his ydoles for to lef 287 

(42) 

IF Who fat f is trouef nouht a beste he is 288 

Quod fo Tyburce if fat J. schal nouht lye 

Sche gan fan kisse his breste and fat herd f is 

And was ful glad he coufe trouthe aspye 291 

f is daie .1. take f e for myne a-lye 

Seide f is blisful maide faire and dere 

For affter fat sche seide as ^e maye here 294 

(43) 

IT Lo . Eiht so as fe loue of crist qwod sche 295 

Maad me f i brof ets wif riht in fat wyse 

Anone for myne Allye here take .L f e 

Sef ens fat f ou wolde fin ydoles despise 298 

Go wif f i brof er nowe and f e baptize 

And maake f e clene so fat f ou maiste beholde 

The aungels face of whiche fi brofer tolde [leaf 155, bads] 
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(44) 

Tiburce ansewarde and seide brofer dere 302 

IF First tel me wheder .1. schal and to what man 

To whome qwod he come forjje wi]) riht good chier 

.1. wiH: fe leede vn to J?e pope vrban 305 

To vrban broker myne valerian 

Qz^od J70 Tiburce wil fou me feder lede 

Me finkej) fat it were a wonder dede 308 

(45) 

IF Remenest pou nouht vrban q?/od he po 309 

fat is so of dampned to be dede 

And wonnej) in halkes to and fro 

And dare nouhte ones put forfe his heede 312 

Men wolde him berne in a fire so rede 

If fat he were founde and men miht him aspye 

And we also pat here him companye 315 

(46) 

% And whiles we seken filke diuinitee 316 

fat is hidde in heuen prmey 

Algate y-brent in f is werld shol we be 

To whome Cecily anseward boldely 319 

Men myht drede wele and skilfully 

f is lyf to lese myne owen dere brof er 

If f is were leueynge only and none of ere 322 

(47) 

IT Bot fere is better lif in of er place 323 

fat neuer schal be lost ne drede f e nouht 

■Whiche godes sonne vs tolde f orwhe his grace 

[fat fadres soii) hathe al f ing wrou3t [Hari. 7333, on 1/88, col. i] 

And^ an fat wrovte ^ is with a skylfuH f ou^t [i rov corrected] 

f e gost that from) the fadir gan precede 

He souled^ him w^t7^-oute eny drede' 329 
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(48) 
By worde & by myracle by goddes son) [Hari. 7333] v 330 
When lie was in this worlde declared^ her' 
pat per was oper lyf per men may wene 
To whom aunswerd^ tyburce o systur der' 333 

J^e sedest thow ryght now in pis man^r 
per nas but 0. lord« god^ in sothefastnes 
And? now of thre how maist pou here wytnes 336 

(4aj 

pat SchaH: I tel quod^ Sche or I goo] [Harl. 'JZZZ extract ends} 

Eiht as a man hap sapiens pre 

Memorie engyne . ayid intellect also 

Soo moo beynge-of diuinite 340 

pre persones riht wel pere male bee 

IF Tho gan sche him busily preche 

Of cristes come and of his peynes teche 343 

(50) 

And mony poyntes of his passione 344 

How goddes son in pis werld was holde 

To do mankinde pleine remissione 

pat was ybonde in sinne and cares colde 347 

Al pis pinge sche vnto tyburce tolde 

IT And affter pis tiburce in good entent 

To pope vrban wip valerian he went 350 

(51) 

Whiche ponked god and wip glad hert and liht 351 

He Cristened him and maade him in pat place 

Pa7'fite in his leueynge goddes knyht 

And aftur pis Tiburce gat suche grace 354 

That euery dale he sawe in time and space Deaf isc] 

The aungel of god a7id euery maner bone 

pat he god axed it was sped ful sone 357. 
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(52) 

f It were ful harde be order for to seyne 358 

Howe mony wonderes ihe^u for him wrouht 

Bot att Jje last to tel scliort and pleine 

The seriant of Jje tonne of Eome hem souht 361 

And hem be-forne Almache \% prouost brouht 

Whiche hem opposed and knewe aH her entente 

And to f e ymage of lubiter he hem sente 364 

(53) 

%, And seid who so wil nou^t sacrifice 365 

Swappe of his hede fis is my sentence here 

Anone fes marters fat .1. ^ow^ of deuise 

On Maximius fat was an ofl&cere 368 

Of jje profectes and of Corniculere 

Hem hent and when he forfe Jje seintes ladde 

Him selfe he wope for pite jjat he hadde 371 

(54) 

IF And whan maximius hadd herd fe seintes lore 372 

He gatte hem of Jje tormentot^rs lene 

And hadde hem in his house wip oute more 

And wijj here p?'6'cheinge ar Jjat it were eue 375 

f ei gon fro Jje tormento?irs to reue 

And frome maximius and frome his folke iehone 

Jje fals feijje to trowe in god a-lone 378 

(55) 

IF Cecele Came whan it was waxen nyht 379 

WiJj prestes Jjat hem crestened al in fere 

And afterward whan dale was waxen liht 

Cecile hem seide wiJj a sobre chere 382 

^^Towe cristes owen knyhtes leue and dere 

Cast al awaye Jje werkes of derknesse 

And armejj ^owe in armure of lyhtnesse 385 
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(56) 

IT Je haue for sothe done grete Bataile 386 

And hafe fe victorie ^oure feife ^e haue confermed^ 

Go to fe croune of lif fat male nouht faile 

l)e rihtfal Ingge wMche pat 36 haue serued 389 

Witt bringe 30we to his hlisse pat to 30W hap reserued 

And whan pis pinge was seide as .1. devise 

Men led hem forpe to done pe sacrifise 392 

(57) 

If Bot whan pei were vn-to pe place yhrouht 393 

To teH schortly pe conclusiowne 

Thei nolde encense no sacrifise riht nouht 

Bot on her knees pei satten hem a doune 396 

Wip humble hert and sadde deuocion [leaf i56, baekj 

And losten hope her hedes in pe place 

Here soules went to pe kenge of grace 399 

(58) 

IF This Maxinius pat sawe pis pinge be-tide 400 

Wip pitous tales tolde it a-none riht 

J;at he her soules sawhe to heuen glide 

Wip algels ful of clerenesse and of liht 403 

And wip his worde conuerted mony a wyht 

For whiche almachius dide him so to-bete 

Wip whippe of leede to he his lif gan lete 406 

(59) 

Cecilie him toke and beried him anone 407 

Be tiburce and valeriane softly 

Wip inne hire heriynge place vnder a stone 

And after pis Almachius hastely . 410 

Badde his Ministres ffecchen openly 

Cecile so sche myht in his presence 

Do sacrifice and lubite encense - 413 
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(60) 

IF Bot fei conuerted forwhe here wise lore 414 

Wepten sore and ^af credence 

Ynto lier worde and cryden more and more 

Crist god soii'WM oiiten difference 417 

Is verrey god . )?is is al cure sentence 

fat hafe so good a seruant him to serue 

J)us wif voice f we trowe pei we sterue 420 

(61) 

Ahnachius fat herd al fis 421 

Bad fecche Cecile fat he miht hir see 

And alf er ferst lo f is was his askeinge 

What maner womman ert f ou f o q«^od he 424 

.1. am gentiH womman borne qz^od sche 

J. ax qwod he f ouhe it f e greue 

Of fi religion and of fi be-leue 427 

(62) , 
Whi fan be-gan 30ure questione folilye 428 

qwod sche fat woldest f ou ansewere conclude 
In o demand e 3e axed lewdly 

Almachius anseward to fat similitude 431 

[Of whens comthe thin Answer* so rude] CHari. 7333, ?/88, hic} 
Of whense qwod sche when fat sche was refreynede 
Of concience and of good feif e vnfeynede 434 

(63) 

Almachius seide takest f ou none hede 435 

Of fin Ansewere and sche him ansewerd f us 

Joure myhte quod sche litel is to drede 

For euery mo[r]tel manesse power ne is 438 

Bot y-lyke a bledder ful of wynde y-wis 

For wif a nedeles point whan fat is bio we [leaf 157] 

Male al f e host of it be leid ful lowe 441 
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(64) 

IF Ful wrongefully began fou quodi he 442 

And 3ut in wronge is fi perseuerance 

Woste Jjou nouhit howe owre miMl prmces fre 

Bene fus commanded and maken ordinance 445 

fat enery cristen whiglit scha[l] haue penance 

Bot if fat lie his cristendome wif seie 

And gone al quyte if he wil it renaye 448 

(65) 

IF Joure Princes erren as 30ure noblen dofe 449 

Quod fo Cecile and a woode sentence 

je maake us gilti and it is noiiht sope 

Fore fat knowen wele oure Innocence 452 

For as muche as we done a reuerence 

To criste f and for we here a cristen name 

3e put on vs a crime and eke a blame 455 

(66) 
IT Bot we fat knowen f elk name so 456 

For vertuous we maie it nou3t seie 
Almachie seide chese one of f es tuo 

Do sacrifice or cristendom reneye 459 

fat f ou mowe skapen be fat weie 
Att whiche f e holy blisful maide 
Gan for to lauhe and to f e luge sche saide 462 

(67) 

IF luge confuse in fi nycete 463 

Wilt fou fat .1. reney Innocence 

To maken me a wikked wyht quod sche 

Lo he dissimulef here in audience 466 

He staref and wodef in his aduertence 

To whome Almachius seide o vncely wrecche 

Ne wost fou not houe fer my miht mai streche 469 
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(68) 
IT Hafe noulit cure myhte pnnce to me y30ueii 470 

3e bothe power and auctorite 
To make folke to deyjeli or to leuen . 
WHi "spekest pou so proudely fan to me "473 

J. speke it nou^t bot stedfastly qwod sche 
JN'oubt proudly for .1. sale as for my side 
.L hate dedely filke vice of pnde 476 . 

(69) 

IF And 3if f ou dre^e nouht a sojje to here 477 

fan wil .1. schew^n al openly be riht 

fat f ou hast maade a ful grete leseinge here 

f ou seist fi pn'nces haue jeue f e myht ^ 480 

Bothe to slene and for to whikke a wiht 

Thou fat ne maist bot onely lif here be-reue [leaf 157, backj 

Thou na haste ferto neifer pouer ne leue 4,83 

(70) 

Bot fou maist seie fi Pn'nces han f e maked ; 484 

Ministre of def e f for if f ou speke of mo / : 

fou liest for fi pouer is ful naked 

Do ^aie fi boldenes seide Almachius fo 487 

Or sacrifice to oure goddes or tuo, 11 

.1. reche nouht what wronge fat fou me. prof ei* 

For .1. can suffre it as a philosofer ^ ^ 490 

(71) 

Bot filke wronges maie .1. not endure • 491 

fat fou spekest of owre goddes here qz/od he , 1 

Cecile ansewerd .0. nice creature 

fou seidest no word sef ens fou spak to me 494 

fat .1. ne knewe fere wif f i nicete . 

And fat fou were in euery maner wise 

A lewde Officer and a veine lustise , 497 
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(72) 

jjere lakkejj no finge to fine vtter y^en ' 498 

j?afc Jjou nart blinde for finge fat wee seen aH 

fat is a stone fat men wele maie aspyen 

fat ilke stone a god fou wol it caH 501 

.1. rede f e latt fine honde vpon hit fall 

And tast it wele a stone fou schalt it finde 

Sens fat fou sixt it not wif fine y3en blinde 504* 

: ^^^^ 

It is a schame fat fe peple schal 505 

Schal scoren f e and lauhe att f i folye 

For communly wemmen wote it wele oue^-e al 

fat myhte goddes is in his heuenes hihe 508 

And fes ymages wele fan maistowe aspie 

To f e ne to hem self ne maie f ei profit 

For in hire effecte fei hue nouht worfe a myte 511 

(74) 

fus and suche of ere wordes seide sche 512 

And he wex wrof e and badde sche scholde be ledde 

Home to hire hous and in hir hous quod he 

Birne hire riht in a fire wif flammes rede 515 

And as he bad riht so was done f e dede 

And in a bathe fei gan hir fast schetten 

And nyht and daie grete fire vnder fei mad en 518 

.(75) 

Al fe longe niht and f e daie also ^19 

For al f e fire and eke f e baf es hete 

Sche satt al colde and felt of it no wo 

IS^e maade hire nou3t a drope for to swete 522 

Bot in fat baf e hir lif sche moste lete . 

For he Almachius wif ful wekked entent [leaf iss] 

To sleene hir in f e baf e his sonde' sent 525 

LANSDOWNE 395, (6-T. 64o) 



SIX-TEXT 546 

GROUP G. § 1. SECOND nun's TALE. Lansdownc MS, 

(76) 
free strokes in Jje nekke he smote hir J?o > 526 

The tormentowr hot for no maner chaunce 
He myhte nouhte smyte al here nek j tuo 
And for fere was J)at time an ordinance 529 

That no man schold do to man suche penance 
The ferfe stroke to smyten soft or sore 
J>is tormentowr ne dorste no more 532 

(77) 
Bot half dede wij) hire nek y-coruen Jjere 533 

He left hire lye and in his weie he wente 
The cristen folke whiche abowten hire were 
Wif schetes home ful feire here hente 536 

jjree daies leued sche in fis torment 
And neuer cesed hem Jje feijje to teche 
pat sche had fostred hame sche gan to preche 539 

(78) 
And hem sche 3aue here mebles and her finge 540 

And to pe Pope vrban be-toke hem po 
And seide Jjus axed pis of heuen kinge 
To haue respite prei daies and no mo 543 

To recommande to ^owe er pat .1. go 
pes sowles loo and pat .1. miht do wirche 
Here of myne house perpetuelly a cherche 546 

(79) 
Seint vrban wip his dekenes p?'melye 547 

The lady fette and beried it be nyht 
Amonge his opere seintes honestly 

Here house pe cherche of seinte cecely hiht 550 

Seinte vrban halowed it as he wel myht 
In pe whiche in to pis daie in noble wise 
Men done to criste and to his seintes seruise. 553 

Explicit vita sancte Cecilia , 
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Ion ieafi5S] Incipit 'gvologus .Canonice. 

Whan ended was pe lif of seint Cecile 
Er we had reden fulli . fine niyle 
Att bouhton vnder fe ble vs gan a take 
A man fat clojjed was in clofes blake 557 

And vnder Jjat he hadde a white surplis 
His Hakenay fat was al pomel gris 
So swete fat it wonder was to see 

It semed he had pr^Tced nxyles f^e 561 

f e hors eke fat ^oman rode vpone 
So swet fat vnnef myht he gone 
Aboue f e paitrel stode f e fome ful hy3e 
He was of fome al flekked as a pye [leaf los, back] 565 

A male tweyfold on his cropur leye 
It semed fat he Garide litel araye 
Al liht for somere rode f is worf e man 
And in myn herte wonder .1. be-gan 569 

What fat he was til fat .1. vnder-stode 
Howe fat his cloke was sewed to his hode 
For whiche when .1. longe had auysed me 
.1. demed him sum chahon for to be 573 

His hatte honge doune be-hinde his be a lace 
For he had ridde more fan a trote or a pace 
It hadde ay pnked lyke as he ware wode 
A clote lef he had vnder his hpde - 577 

Tor suote and for to kepe his hed from hete 
Bot it Was loy for to seen him swete 
His fored dropped as a stillatorie 
Where ful of pleintein aiid of peritorie 581 
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And whan he come he gan to crye 582 

Grod saue quod he ])is lolie co??^panye 

Fast haue J. pnked quc^d he for 3onre sake 

Because fat .1. wold 30we ouer take 585 

To riden in pis mery companye 

His joinan eke was ful of curtasie 

And sires no we in, morwe tide 

Oate of 30ure Ostlery J. sawe 30we ride 589 

And warned here my lorde and my ;S6iMr4ine 

Whiche jjat to ride wife 3owe is fiilf^yne 

For his disporde he louef daliance % 

Frende for fi warneyinge god 3eue pe good chaunce 593 

Seide oure oste sertes it wolde seme 

Thi lorde were wise and so J. maie wele deme 

He is ful locunde also dar .1. laie 

Can he ouht tett a mery tale or tueye 597 

Wij? whiche he glade maie J)is companye 

Who sire my lord 3e 3e wij) oute lye , 

He kan of merjje and eke of lolyte 

IsTot hot .I.-nowhe also sir trestef me 601 

And 3e him knewe as wel as do .1. - 

3e wold wonder howe wele and freftely 

He coujje werke and j>at in sundre wise 

He haf tak on him mony sundre aprise 605 

Whiche were ful harde for any fat i& here 

To bringe ahoute . hot f ei of him it iere [leaf 1593 

As homely as he ridef amonges 30 we - ^ 

If 3e him knewe . it wolde he 30ure prowe 609 

3e nolde nouht forgone his aqtieyntance 

For mochel good .1. dare leie in a balance 

Al fat .1. haue in mjne ^proossione U ?/or possossione]- 

He is a man of hihe discrecione 613 

.1. warne 30we wele he is a passinge man 

Wele quod oure oste .1. pray fe tel me fan 

Is he clerk or none tel what he is 

Nay he is gretter fan a clerke ywis - 617 
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Seide 3oman and in wordes fewe 618 

Oste and of Ms craft aum what .1. wiL^owe schewe 
.1. sei my lorde can snche a sutelte 

Bot al his craft ^e maie nouht wite att me - 621- 

And som what help .1. 3it to his worcheinge 
Jjat al fis grounde whiche fat we bien on rideinge 
Til Jjat we come to Canturbury toiiiie. . i. . : 

He <5onJ?e al clene torne vp so^ doune \}^mssq] \ 625- 
And pane it al oi siluer and of golde 
And whan f is ^oman hatdde fus ytolde 
Vnto oure hoste he seide benedicite • 

J?is ])inge is wonder meruelous to me 629 

Sejjens fat fi lorde of so hihe prudence - 

Be cause of whiche men scholde hem reue?-ence .■...- 

fat of his worschipe rechef he so lite . . , .T, 

His ouere slope is not worf e a myte 63S 

As in effecte to him so mot .1. go 
It is al bawde and to-tore also 

Whi is fi lorde so slottesche .1. f e preie , . j 

And his of pouer better clof es to beie 637 

If fat his dede accorde wif f i speche - 

Tel me fat . and fat .1. f e beseche 

Whie qwod f is :?oman wherto ax je me ., 

God helpe me so for he schal neuer f e 641; 

Bot .1. wil nouht ayowe fat .1. seie 
And fere for kepe it secre .1. ^owe preie 
He is to wise in feif e as .1. beleue '• \ ' - 

fat. fat is ouere done it wil nouht preue Qi^ 

And riht as clerkes seine it is a vice 
Where-fore in fat J. holde him lewde and nyce 
For whan a man haf ouere grete a. witte . : ; 
Jul oft it hapnef to mis vsen it [leaf 159, back] 649 

So dofe my lorde and fat me greuef sore . : 

God it amend .1. can seie nowe np more 
Thare-of no force good 3oman qt^od oure Oste 
Sefens h:s co^znynge of fi lorde f ou woste ■[ 655 
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Tel . ho we h^ doJ?e J. praie pe hertelye 654 

Sepen pat he is so craftie and so slye 

Where dwellen 36 it to tel be 

In pe siibbarbes of a toune qwod he 357 

Lurkeinge in Hirnes and in lanes blinde 

Where pes robbers and penes be kinde 

Holden her pWne ferefnl residence 

As pei pat dare nouht schewe her presence 661 

So fare we if .1. schal sey pe sope 

3it qaodi oure Oste lat me talke to pe 

Whie ert pou discolonre in pi face 

Peter q^^od he god 3if harde grace' 665 

I am so vsed in pe fire to blow 

That it hape chaunged my colour as J. trowe 

.1. am nouht wont in no myrrour to pr/e 

Bot swynke sore and leren to multiplie 669 

We blondern euer and pouren in pe fire 

And for al pat we failen of oure desire 

For euere we lakken oureconclusione 

To muche folke we bene bot illusione 673 

And borwe golde be it a pounde or tuo 

Or ten. or .xij. or mony swTimes mo 

And make hem wene att pe leste weie 

pat of o pou[n]de we coupe maake tweie 677 

jit is it fals and aye we haue good hope 

It forto done and after it we grope 

]pLot pat science is so fer vs be-forne 

We mowe nouhte al-pouhe we had it suorne 681 

It ouertake . it slide a-waie so faste 

It wil vs make beggers att pe last 

Whiles pis joman was pus in pis talkeinge 

This Chanon drouhe him nere and herd al pinge 685 

Whiche pat pis joman spak for suspecione 

Of men speche euer had pis chanone 

For Caton seipe he pat giltif is 

Demep al pinge be spoke of him ywys 689 
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Because of fat he gan so nyhe to drawe 690 

His 3omaii fat he herd al his sawe [leaf leo] 

And -fus he seide vnto his 3oinan J?o 

Holde fow pi pees and speke wordes no mo 693 

For if fou do fou schalt it dere abye 

Tho sManderst me here in fis compaignye 

And eke diskeuerest jjat fou scholdest hide 

3e qiiod oure Oste tel one what so be-tide 697 

Of al J)is freteinge reche fe nouht a myte 

In feife quod he no more .1. do bot a lite 

And whan pis Chanone sawe it wolde nouht be 

Bot his 3oman wolde tel his pi-mete 701 

He fledde awaie for verrei sorwe and schame 

A quod fis 3oman here schal arise game 

Al fat J. can anone wil J. teH 

Sef en he is gone f e foule fende him quell 70^ 

For neuer here after wil .1. wif him mete 

For penye ne for pounde J. be-hete 

He fat me brouht first vnto fat game 

Er fat he deie sorwe haue he and schame 709 

For it ernest to me be my feif e . 

fat fele .1. wele what so any man seif e 

And 3itte for al my smert and al my greue 

For al my sorwe laboure a7id mescheue 713 

.1. couf e neuere leue it in no wise 

Ko wolde god my witte myht suffise 

To tellen al fat longef for fat arte 

Bot nafeles 3it wil .1. tel 30we parte 717 

Sef en my lorde is gone .1. wil not spare 

Suche f inge as .1. knowe .1. wil declare 

Explicit prologus 
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[THE PREAMBLE,] 

Incipit ffabula . ion leaf leo] 

Tythe fis chanon dwelled haue .1. seuen 3ere , 
And of his science am .1. neuer fe nere , ,721 
Al fat .1. had .1. haue . I. -lost jjere by ; 
And god wote jso hajje mony mo Jan .1. 
Ther .1. was wont to be riht frissche and gay 
Of clof inge and of good arraie 725 ^ 

!Nowe may J. were an hose vpon myn hede 

A.nd where my coloure was boj)e freche and rede 

Kow it is wan and of a lewde hewe 

Who so it Ysef sore sc[h]ali he rewe 729- 

And of my swynke 3it blered is myne ey^e 

Lo whiche avantage is for to multepli^e. 

fat slideinge science haj? me maade so bare [leaf i6o, back] 

J)at .1. haue no goode where fat euere y fare 7331 

And ^ite .1. am endited & endetted so far byS 

Of golde fat .1. haue borwed trewlye . , . 

fat while .1. leue .1. schal it quite neuer 

fat eue?y man be war be me for euer 737-^ 

What manere man fat castef him f er to 

If he continue .1. holde his freft ydo 

For so helpe me god far bj schal he nouht wynne . ' 

Eot empte his puree and ma,ke his wittesj^inne . . 741' 

And whan he f oruhe his madnes and iolj . ~ ■.. 

Haf Jost his owen goode forul lopardy 

fan he excitef of er men f erto 

To lese here gode as hem self haf do 745 

For vnto schrewes loye it is an[d] ese 

To haue her felowe in peine and disese . 
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Thus was .1. lerned ones of a clerk " 

Of fat no charge J. wil speke of ofer werke 749. 

Whan we bene fare as we schal exercise 

Oure elnyssche craft we seme wonder wise 

Oure termes buen so dlergial and so wheinte 

.1. blowe fe fire til fat myne hert feinte 75 3i 

What schold .1. tel of suche proporcion 

Of f inges whiche fat we worche vppon 

As .on. V. or .vj. vnce it maie wel be 

Of silner or of sum of e[r] quantite 757 

And bise- me to tel 30we f e names 

Of orpement bernt bones yren swames 

fan in to pouder grounde bue ful smal '1 

And in an erf en potte houe fat potte is al 761 

And salt put inne and also papere 

Be for f es ponders fat .1. speke of here 

And wele ycouerd wif a lampe of glas 

And of muche of ere f inge what fat f era was . 765 

And of f e potte and glas englutdnge 

That of f e eyere myht passe no f ing 

And of the esye and smarte alsoo 

Whiche fat was maad and of f e care and woo 76^ 

fat we hadde in oure matiers sublimeinge - - 

And amalgamynge and calcenynge 

Of whike siluere y-cleped Marcurie crude 

For aH oure sleytes we can nouht conclude 773 

Oure orpemcTit and sublimed Mercurie . - - tieafiei] 

Oure grounde litage eke on fe perorforie 

Of yche of f es vnces a certeine - \. 

!Nou3t helpef vs oure laboure is in veine 777 

I^e eke owre spirites ascencion 

[N'e eke oure matiers fat lien al fix adoune , 

Mo we in oure werkeinge nofinge vs aveile 

Tor lost is al oure laboure and traueile 781 

And al f e cost in .xx. deuel waie 

Is loste also whiche we on it leie .... 
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SIX-TEXT 554 

GROUP G. § 3. CAN.-YEOM. PREAMBLE. Lansdownc MS. 

. pere is also moiiy anofere finge 

fat is to oure crafte or perteineinge 785 

Jjouhe .1. be order hem here ne reherse can 
Because fat .1. am a lewde man 
^it wil .1. tel hem al jjei come to mynde 
J? ouhe .1. ne kan sette hem in her kinde 789 

As bole armonyac verte grece and borace 
And sundere vessels maade of erfe and glasse 
Oure Orinales and oure descensories 

Viols cresletes and sublimatories 793 

Cocurbites^ and alembekes eke C^ PifSfCorurbites] 

And ofer suche dere y-nowhe a leke 
If ote nedej) it to reherse hem al 

Waters rubefiinge and boles gait 797 

Arcenyk sal armonyak and bromstone 
And herbes coujje .1. tel eke many one 
As egremoyne valeriane and lunarie 
And ofer suche if fat me luste to tarye 801 

Oure lampes berneinge bofe nyht and dale 
To bringen aboute oure craft it fat we male 
Oure forneys eke of Calcinacione 

And of waters albificacione 805 

Vnslekked lyme chalke and gleire and of an aye 
Ponders diueres asshes donge pisse and cleie 
Ceride poketes Sal peter and vitriol 

And diners fires maad of wode and cole 809 

Sal tarter Alkaly and sal preparate 
And combust matiers and coagulate 
Cleye made wif hors here and oyle 

Of tartre Alumglasse berme worte and Argoile 813 

Eesalgar and of er matiers enbybeynge 
And eke of of er maters encorperinge 
And of siluer citrinacione [leaf lei, back] 

Oure cementinge and fermentacione 817 

Oure Ingotes testes and mony mo 
.1. wil 3owe tell as was me tauht also 
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SIX-T53XT 555 

GROUP G, § 3. CAN.-YDOM. PREAMBLE. Lansdownc IttS. 

The . foure spirites and ]?e bodis seuen 

Ee order of ofte as .1. herd my lorde neuen 821 

Jje . first spirit whiksiluer cald is 

pe . secunde Orpement J?e Jrred .I.-wis 

Sal armoniac . and pe fourt bromstone 

The bodis .vij. eke lo hem here anoiie 825 

Sol . gold . is . and luna . siluer we prepe 

Mars . yren . Mercure . whikseluer we clepe 

Saturnus lede . and lubiter is tynne 

And Yenus coper be my fader kinne 829 

pis cursed craft who so wil exercise 

He schal no goode hane pat maie him suffise 

For al pe good he spendep pere aboute 

He lese schal per-of haue .1. no doute 833 

Who so pat lust to outen his folie 

Lat him com forpe and leren to multeplie 

Ande euery man pat ouht in his cofre 

Lete him appere and wax a philosophre 837 

Ascanse pat craft is so liht for to lere 

Nay nay god it wote al be he monke or frere 

Preste or chanone or any oper wyht 

pouhe he sitte att his boke hope dale and nyht 841 

In lerneynge of pis elvisshe nice lore 

Al is in veine and parde muche more 

Is to lerne a lewd man pe sotelte 

For fye speke nouht pere-of for it wil nouht be 845 

Al coupe he letterure or coupe he none 

As in effect he schal finde it al one 

For hope tuo be my saluacione 

Concluden in multiplicacione 849 

I-lyche wele whan pei haul al y-do 

pis is to seine pe feile hope tuo 

3it for pat .1. to muche rehersaiH 

Of waters Corosif and of lymayle 853 

And of bodis moUificacione 

And also of here induracione 
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; SIX-TEXT 5.56 

oboupG. § 3. can.-yeom. freaX^le. Lansdowne MS^ 

Oyles ablucione arid metale fusible ; , 

To tellen al wald passen anj bible . ; / , 857 

That ouliwhere is where-for as for -fe best [leafies] 

Of all fis names now will .1. me rest 

For as .1. troue .1. liaue ^owe tolde ynowbe 

To Keysen a fende loke he neuer so ronhe 861 

A nay lat be fe philosophre stone , ' , 

Elixir cleped we sechen fest ychon , 

For had we him fan were we seker ynowhe , 

Bot vnto god of heuen .1; maak a vowe / 865. 

For al oure craft whan we haue al y-do 

And al oure sleiht he wil nouht com vs to 

He hafe vs made spend mnche good 

For sorwe of whiche al-moste we.wexen wode 869 

Bot fat goode hope crepef in oure herte 

Supposeinge euer fouhe we sore smert 

To be releued be him afterwarde 

Supposinge and hope is scharpe and harde 873 

.1. warne 30 we wele it is to seken euer 

jjat futur temps haj) maad men deseuer 

In trust J?er-of from al fat e;ier fei hadde 

3it of fat art f ei couf nouht wex sadde 877 

For vn to hem it is a .bitter swete 

So semef it forne had f ei bot a shete . " . 

Whiche f ei miht wrappe in a nyht 

And Abak to walken inne be dale liht 881 

Thei wold hem sellen and spenden on fis craft 

Thei can nouht stint til nof inge be laft 

And euer more where fat euer f ei gone 

Men mayjB hem knowe be smett of bromstone 885 

For al f e worlde f ei stinken as a gote 

Hire sauoure is so rammysshe and so bote • 

That f ouhe a man from hem a mile be 

The sauour wil infecte trustef me . §89 

Lo f us be smellinge and be f rede bare arraie 

If fat men lust fis folke f ei knowe male 
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SIX-TEXT 557 

GROUP Gv § 3. OAN.-YEOM. preambl;e, LansSowtte MSi 

And if a man wil ax him pHnely ^ 

WM jjei hue clofed so vnthriftely . ; . i .893 

Eiht anone fei wil roime in his ere 

And seie if pei espied were i , ; / 

Men wold liem fie be cause of hire .scienee . 

Lo fus folke be-trayen Innocence 897 

Passe ouer fis .1. go my tale vntoo , .... 

Er Jjat fe pote be on pe fire ydoo „ 

Of Metaile wif a certeine quantite Deaf leg, back]. 

Mi lorde hem temprej? and no man bot he 901 

JSTowe he is gone .1. dare sei boldely 

For as men seine he can do craftely , 

Algate .1. wote wele he hafe suche a name ; 

And 3itte ful ofte he rennej) in Jje blame 905 

And witte je howe ful oft it hapnej so 

fe potte to-breke]? and fare wele al is goo : 

Jjes metals been of so grete violence [ 

OwrewaUesmaienouhtmakehemresisten.ee. ;909 

Bott if f ei wrowht of lime and stone 

Jjei percen so and foruhe fe wal Jjei gone ] 

And sum of hem sinken in to j?e grounde . 

Jus haue we lost be times mcony a po[u]nd 913. 

And somme erne scaterd al Jje flore aboute 

So?7ime lepen in to J?e roof wijjjje-outendoute 

fouhe pat Jje fende note in oure siht hem schewe 

.1. trow pat he wij) vs be pat schrewe ' 917. 

In heH where pat his lorde a7id sire 

]^e is fere no more woo ne angur ne Ire 

Whan pat owre potte is broke as .1. "haue seide 

Euery man Chitte and halt him yuel apaide. . 921; 

Som seide it was longe on pe ^re makeinge ., 

Somme seide nay . it was longe on pe bloweynge. 

Than was .1. ferde for pat was myne office 

Strawe quod pe predde ^e be lew;d_e ^nd nyce r 925 

It was nouht tempred as itjouhte to be . [ 

"Naj quod pe ferpe stinte a7id herken me 
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SIX-TEXT 558 

GROUP 0". § 3. CAN.-YEOM. PREAMBLE. Lansdownc MS. 

Be cause oure fire was noulit maade of beche 

fat is J?e cause none ojjer so feeche 929 

.1. can not tell where on it is a-longe 

Bot wele .L wote grete strife is vs amonge 

What quod my lord pere is no more to done 

Of Jjes pmles .1. wil be ware eft sone 933 

.1. am riht seker fat jje pott was erased 

Be as be maye be 30 no j?inge amasud 

As vsage is late swepe Jje flore as swyf e 

Pluke vpe ^oure herte and be 30 gladde cmd blife 937 

The mollok on an hepe yswepped was 

And on Jje flore cast a canvas 

And al fis mollok in a sif yjjrowe 

And ysiftide and yplucked mony a frowe 941 

Tarde quod one su??ime what of oure metale 

3itt is fere here fouhe we haue nouht al peaf les] 

And Jjouhe fis finge mishapped hafe as no we 

Anofer time it male be wele ynowhe 945 

Vs most putte oure goode in aduenture 

A marchant parde male nouht aie endure 

Tristnef me wele in his prosperite 

Som time is goode is drowned in f e see 949 

And sum time it commef sauf vnto fe londe 

Pes quod my lorde fe next time .1. wil fonde 

To bringe oure crafte alin anofere plite 

And bote .1. do sires latt me haue fe wite 953 

There was defaute in sum what wele .1. wote 

An ofere seide fe fire was oue/'e bote 

Bot be hit bote or colde J. dar sei f is 

fat we concluden euermore amys . 957 

We failen of fat whiche fat we wolde haue 

And oure madnesse euer more we raue 

And whan we bue to-geder euerychon 

Euery man semef as wise as Salomon 961 

Bot al f inge whiche fat schynef as f e gold 

Is not golde as .1. haue herde it tolde 
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SIX-TEXT 559 

GROUP Cr. § 3. CAN.-YEOM. p^iEAMBLE. Laiisdowne MS. 

-N"e Querj appel fat is faire att ey^e 

Ne is not good whatt so men clappe or crie 965 

Riht so loo farith it amongus vs 

He fat semej) Jje wisest be ihesus'^ [} ms ihc] 

Is most foole whan it comme]? to j?e pr^fe 

And he fat semej? trewest is a fefe 969 

fat schol 3e knowe er fat .1. fromme 30we wende 

Be fat .1. of my tale haue maade an ende 

[No hreak in tile Jf^.] 
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SIX-TEXT 560 

GROUP G. § 4. can.'s-yeoman's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



[THE TALE.] 

THer is a chanoii of religion .ij-. pars 

Amonges vs wolde enfecte al a toime 973 

Jouhe it as grete were as iiynyue 
Kome Alisander . Troy . and oJ?er fre 
His sleihtes and his infinite falsenesse 
There couJ?e no man writen as .1. gesse 977 

fouhe fat he myht leuen a . fowsande 3ere 
In al J?is of fals-nesse ne is his pere 
For in his termes he wil him so winde 
And speke his wordes in so slyhe a kynde 981 

Whan he comun schal wi]j any wiht 
What he wil make him dote anone riht 
Bot it ]je fende be as his seluen is 

Ful mony a man haj?e he bigiled ar ]jis [leaf i63, back] 985 
And wiH if fat he maie leue a while 
And 3it men riden and gon ful mony a myle 
Him for to seeke and haue acqueyntance 
Nat knoweinge of his fals gouernance 989 

And if Jje liiste to 3eue me audience 
.1. wiH it tellen here in 3oure presence 
Bot worschipfnl chanon religious 

Ne demej) nouht fat .1. sclander 3oure house 993 

Al f ouhe my tale of chanon be 
Of ^nerj order some schrewe is pa?'de 
And god for-bede fat al a companye 
Sholde rewe a singuler mannes folye _ 997 

To sclander 3owe is not myne entente 
Bot to Corretten fat mys yment 
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SIX-TEXT 561 

GROUP G. § 4. CAN.'s- yeoman's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 

This tale was nou^t onelj tolde for ^owe 

Bot eke for opei^e mo ^e woote wele ho we 1001 

Jjat amonge cristes posteles twelue 

J?e?*e nas no traytur bot ludas him selue 

Than whi scholde f e remenant al haue blame 

That giltles were . by 3owe say .1. fe same 1005 

Sauf only fis if ^e wil herken me 

If any ludas in 3oure Couent be 

RemoueJ? him be time .1. 30we rede 

If schame or losse maie causen any dxede 1009 

And bujje nofinge displesed .1. 30 we preie 

Bot in ])is caas herkenejj what .1. ml seie 

IK Londen was a preste an annuellere 
fat fer-inne dwelled had mony a 3ere 1013 

Whiche was so plesant and so seniisable 
Yn-to J?e wiff where he was att table 
That sche wolde suffur him no finge for to paye 
For borde ne for clojjeinge wente he nener so gaye 
AncTspendinge siluer hadde he rilit ynouhe 
fere-of no force .1. wol precede as no^vhe 
And tel forfe my tale of Jje Chanoii 
fat brouht fis prest to confusion 1021 

This fals chanon cam vppon a daye 
Ynto ]je prestes chambre fer he laye 
Besedhieinge him to lene him a certeine 
Of golde and he wolde white him a-3eine 1025 

Lene me a marke qiiod he bot daies fre 
And att my daie .1. wil it quyte fe peaf i64] 

And it so be fou finde me fals 

Anojjer daie honge me be fe hals> 1029 

This preste him toke a marke and fat als swife 
And fis chanon him fonked oft sife 
And toke his leue aiid went forfe his weie 
And att fe fered daie brouht his monye 1033 

And to f is preste he toke f is golde a3eine 
There-of fis prest was glad a7id feine 
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SIX-TEXT 562 

GROUP Gr. § 4. can.'s-yeoman's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Certes quod lie no finge anoyejj me 

To lene a man a noble or tuo or fre 1037 

Or what J?inge were inmyn possessione 

Whan he so trewe is of condicione 

Jjat in no wise breke wil his daie 

To suche a man .1. can neuer saie naye 1041 

What qtcod jjis chanon schold .1, be vntrewe 

!N"aye it were finge fallen al of Jje newe _ 

Treufe is a Jjinge pat .1. wil ener kepe 

In to ])e daie in whiche Jjat [1] schal crepe 1045 

In to my graue and elles god for-bede 

BeleueJ) ])is as seker as is 3onre crede 

God Jjonke .1. and in goode time be it seide 

fat Jer was neuer man ^it yuel appaide 1049 

For golde ne siluer jjat he to me lent 

And neuer falsed in myne herte y ment 

And sir quod he nowe of my p7*mete 

And sejjen. 36 so goodly haue bue to me 1053 

And kifed to me so grete gentillesse 

Som whatte to whiten wij? 30ure kindenesse 

.1. wil 30we schewe .&. if 30we lust to lere 

.1. schal it schewe to 30 we anone riht here 1057 

Howe .1. kan worchen in filosophie 

Takef goode hede 30 scholn sene wele att ye 

fat .1. wil do a maistre ar .1. goo 

3e sir quod fe preste. 30 sire a7id wil 36 so 1061 

Mary Jjere-of .L praie 30 we hertely 

Att 3oure cow2mandement sir treuly 

Q^nod ye chanon and elles god for-bede 

Lo how jjis fef coufie . his seruise bede 1065 

Ful sofe it is fat suche proferd seruise 

Stinkefe as wittenes fis olde wyse 

And fat ful sone .1. wil. it verLfie 

In fis chanone is rote of al trecherie - Deaf le*, back] 1069 

That euermore delite haf e and gladnesse 

Suche fendely f ouhtes in his hert empresse 
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SIX-TEXT 563 

GROUP G. § 4. oan.'s-yeom4ln's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Howe cristes peple lie nia-ie to mescMef bringe 

God kepe vs fro/^-^^me his fals discimulinge 1073 

What wist Jjis preste wij) whome he delte 

JN^e of his harme comynge nofinge he felte 

O cele preste o cell Innocent 

WiJ) Couetise anone J?ou schalt be blent 1077 

O grace! es ful blinde is pi conceite 

No J?inge ert J?ow war of fi deceit 

Whiche Jjat J?is fox schapen haf to fe 

His wyle wrenches Jiou maiste nouht flyhe 1081 

Wher-fore to "go to, J?e conclusion 

Jjat referref to pi confusion 

Vnhappe man anone .1. wil me hihe 

To tellen J?in vnwitte a7id Jji folye 1085 

And eke fe falsenesse of fat ofer wreche 

As ferfor as my co7^nynge wil streche 

J)is chanon was my lorde ^e wolde wene 

Sir oft in faife and bue fe heuen queue 1089 

It was anojjer chanon and nouht he 

fat can an .C. folde more sotelte 

He haj) be-traied folke niony a time 

Of his falsnesse it delitejj me to rime 1093 

Euer whan .1. speke of his falsede 

For schame of him my cheke waxen rede 

Al gates fei be-gon for to glowe 

For redenes haue .1. riht nowe wele .1. knowe 1097 

In my vesage for sihnes diners 

Of Metals whiche ^e haue herd me reherc^ 

Coiisumed and wastede hafe myne redenesse 

Now takef hede of my chanons cursednesse 1101 

Sir quod he to fe preste lat 30ure man gone 

Fo[r] whiksiluer fat we is had anone 

And latte him bringe vnces tuo or f re 

And whan he commef als fast schal we se 1105 

A wonder finge whiche ^e sawe neuer ar fis 

Sir qiiod J?e preste it schal be done ywisse 
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SIX-TEXT 564 

.GBOup G. § 4. can.'s-teoman's tal]| Lansdowne MS. 

He Lad his seruant fechen him his J?inge 

And he al rede was at his bedynge 1 109 

And went him for and cam anon a3eine 

Wij? pis whike siluer schortly for to seyne [leaf les] 

And toke pes vnces pre to pe chanone 

And he it leide faire and wele adoune 1 11r3 

And bad pe seruant coles for to bringe 

pat he anone myht go to his wirkeinge 

pe coles riht anone weren yfet 

And pis chanon toke oute a croselet 1117 

Of his bosome and schewe it pe prest 

This qwod he whiche pat pou sest 

Take in pine hande and put pi self Ipere, inne 

Of pis whike siluere an vnce and here beginne 1121 

In pe name of crist to wex a philosofer 

Ther bene ful fewe whiche pat .1. wil profer 

To schewe hem pus muche of my science 

Eor ^e schol seen here be experience 1125 

pat pis siluer .1. wil mortifie 

Eiht in 3oure siht- anone wip oute lye 

And maak it as ^od siluer and als fyne 

As per is any in ^oure porce or in myne 1129 

And perto als doulcete and malliabje 

And elles holde me fals and vn-able 

Amonge folk euer to appere 

.1. haue a ponder here, it cost me dere 1133 

Schal make al good for it is cause of al 

Mi konnynge whiche . pat .1. ^owe schew shall 

Yoidep 3oure man and lat him be per oute 

An schette pe dore whiles we bene about e 11 37 

Oure prmete pat no man vs aspie 

Whiles we werken in pis philosophic 

Al as he bad ifuliilled was in dede 

pis ilke seruant anon riht oute 3ede 1141 , 

And his maister schett pe dore anone 

An to her laboure spedely pei gone 
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SIX-TEXT 565 

GROUF G. § 4. CAN.'s-YEOMAN*s TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

j?es preste att Jjis cursed chanons bydynge 

Vpon Jje fire a-none sett pis finge 1145 

And blewe Jje fire and besid him ful fast 

And pis chanon in to fis croselett east 

A ponder note .1. wber-of it was 

.y.-maade of chalk opere of glas 1149 

Or Slim whatte elles Avas nouht worfe a flie 

To blinde wife ]?is preste and badd him hihe 

fes coles for to cowchen al aboue 

This Croslet for in token fat J. pe loue [leaf leb, back] 1153 

Quod Jjis chanon fine hondes tuoo 

Schal worche al finge whiche as schal be doo 

Gremercy quod pe preste and was ful gladde 

And couched coles as pe Chanon badd 1157 

And whiles he besy was fis fendely wrecche 

fis fals chanon pe foule fende him fecche 

Oute of his bosom toke a bechen cole 

In whiche ful sotelly was maad an hole 1161 

And fereinne pitt was of siluer limaile 

An vnce a?id stopped was wif oute faile 

This hole wif wex to kepe the limal inne 

An[d] vnderstondef fat fis false gynne 1165 

Was not maade f e?*e bot it was maade to fore 

And of er f inges .1. schal tel more 

Here after warde whiche fat he wif him brouht 

Ar he com fere to begile him he fouht 1169 

And so he dide are he went a twynne 

Til he had tornyd him kouf e he not blinne 

It duUef me whan fat .1. of him speke 

On his fals hede faine wolde .1. me awreke 1173 

If J. wist ho we bot he is here and pere 

He is so variant he bidef no where 

Bo[t] takef hede nowe sires for goddes loue 

He toke his cole of whiche .1. spak aboue 1177 

And in his honde he bare it prmely 

And whiles, fe pn'ste couched besili 
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SIX-TEXT 56G 

GROUP G.' § 4. can.'s-yeoman's tale. Lanstdowne MS. 

pG coles as .1. tolde 30W er Jjis 

pis Clianon seide frende ^e done amys 1181 

jjis is nouht couched as it oulit to be 

Bot soiie .1. sclial amend it quod he 

JSTowe lat me medel J?ere-wiJ) bot a while 

For of 3oiie haue .L pete be sein gile 1185 

3e been riht hote .1. see wele how ^e swete 

Haue here a clof e and wype aweie J?e wete 

And whan pe prest him wyped haas 

This Chanon toke his cole .1. schrewe his face 1189 

And leid it vpon abouen ]?e Midward 

Of J?e croselett . And blewe wele afterward 

Til fat Jje Coles gan fast berne 

'Now 3if vs drinke quod pe Chanon e Jjawn 1193 

Als swijje al schal be wele .1. vndertake . 

Sit we doune and lete vs mery make fieaf lee] 

And whann pe chanons bechen cole 

Was brente al pe limal cute of the hole 1197 

Into pe croselet anone fel adoune 

And so it mot nedes be resoune 

Sejjjjen it so heuen aboue couched was 

Bot ]?ere-of wist no pinge pe preste alas 1201 

He demed al pe coles ylyche goode 

For of pe sleyht no f inge he vnderstode 

And whan Jjis Alkamistrie sauhe is time 

Bi&ep vp sir pr/ste a7id stonde be me 1205 

And for .1. wote Ingote haue je none 

Gojje walkej) forjje and bringejj a chalke stone 

For J. wil make it of pe same schappe 

fat is an Ingote if .1. male haue happe 1209 

And bringe wife 30we a bol or a panne 

Ful of water and je schal see f anne 

How fat oure besines schal happe and preue 

And 3it for 3e schal haue no mysbeleue 1213 

E'e wronge conseite of me in 3oure absence 

I wil nouht bue oute of 3bure -presence 
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Bot go wijj 30 we and com wij> 30W ageine 

The chamber dore schortlj to seine 1217 

Thei '^opened and schette and went forjje her waie 

And forjje wij? hem J?ei caried j)e keie 

And comen a3eine wijj outen any delaye 

What scholde .1. tary al fe longe dale 1221 

He toke * Jje chalke and schoppe it in fat wise 

Of an Ingote as .1. schal 3 owe deiiise 

.1. seye he tok out of his owen sleue 

A cheyne of siluer. yuel mot he cheue 1225 

Whiche fat was bot an vnce of wheyht 

And take]? hede nowe of his cursede sleyht 

He schoi^ his Ingote in lengejj and in brede 

Of fe cheyne wij? outen any drede 1229 

So slely fat f e preste it nouht aspide 

And in his sleue a3eine he gan it hide 

An[d] frome fe lire toke vp his niatier 

And in to fe yngote it putte wif meri chere 1233 

And in % fe water vessel he it kest 

Whan fat him lust and badde f e preste as fast 

Loke what fere is put in fine honde and grope 

Thou schalte finde fer siluer as .L hope [leaf icc, back] 1237 

What deuel of hel scholde it elles be 

Chaueynge of silaer silue is pc/rde 

He putte in his honde and tok vp a teyne 

Off siluer fyne and glad in euery veine 1241 

Was f is pnste whan he sauhe fat it was so 

Goddes blissinge and his moders also 

And al halowes haue 3e sw* Chanon 

Seid fe preste and .1. here Malison 1245 

Bot and 3e vouche sauf to teche me 

This noble craft and f is soteltie 

.1. wil be 3oures in al fat euer .1. male 

Qi/od fe chanone 3it wil .1. make asaie 1249 

f e secunde time fat 3e mowe take hede 

And bee experte of f is and in 30ure nede 
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Anofer daie in Mine absence 

This discipline and J>is crafte science 1253 

Lat take anojjer vnce (]uo^ he fo 

Of wliiche siluer wiJ?J)e outen wordes moo 

And do JjervviJ? as ^e haue done ar jjis 

Wyfe fat oJje?'e whiche ))at no we siluere is 1257 

This preste him besie]; in al J?at he can 

To done as jjis chanone J)is cursed man 

Co?/^tmande]) him . and fast blewe ])e fire 

For to come to j?eifette of his desire 1261 

And J?is chanon riht in fe mene while 

Al redi was J?is preste oft to begile 

And for a countenance in his honde bare 

An holowe stikke take hede and be ware 1265 

In J>e ende of whiche an vnce and no more 

Of siluer lymal put was al be-fore 

Was in his coide and stopped wip wax wele 

for to kepe inne his lynial euereydele 1269 

And while j?is preste was in his besinesse 

This chanon wijj his stike gan him dresse 

To him a-none and his ponder kast inne 

As he dide ere j?e deuel out of his kinne 1273 

Him tome .1. praie to god for his false-hede 

For he was euer fals in worde and dede 

And wij) his stikke a-boue Jje croselett 

That was ordeygned wijj ])at fals gett 1277 

He stirejj f e coles til relent gan 

The wex a3eine ^ fire as euery man iieaf 1673 

Bot it a fole be 1 wote wele and mot liede 

And al fat in pe hole was oute ^ede 1281 

And in to pe croselet hastely it fel 

J?e pre^te supposed nouht bot wele 

Eot busid him fast and was wonder feyne 

Supposinge nouht bot treupe sope to seine 1285 

He was so glad .1. can nouht expresse 

In no manere his merpe and his gladnesse 
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And to }>e Chanon lie proferd eft sone 

Body and goode ^e quod ])e chanone sone 1289 

Jjouhe poure J. be crafte fou schalt me finde 

J. warne fe 3it is fere more be-hinde 

Is J?6re any coper here inne seide he 

je s^V quod fe preste .1. troue fere be 1293 

Elles go by sum and fat aswyfe 

!N"owe sir go for f i waie and hyhe fe 

And went his waie a7id wif his coper he came 

And fis chanon in his hode it name 1297 

And of fat coper weyde oute bot an vnce 

Al to simple is my tonge to pronounce 

His mostre and his witte f e doublenesse 

Of fis chanone rote of Corsednesse 1301 

He semed frendly to him fat knewe him nouht 

Bot he was fendely bof e in werke and f oubt 

It werief me to telle of his falsenesse 

And nefeles jit wil .1. it expresse 1305 

To fat entent fat men male be war fere bye 

And for none of er cause treulye 

He putte fis vnce of coper in to f e crosellet 

And on fe fire also swife he hafe it sett 1309 

And kest in pouder and maade f e preste to bio we 

And in his worcheinge for to stoupe lowe 

As he dide erst and al was bott a lape 

Kiht as him lust fe preste he maade his ape 1313 

And afterwarde in to f e Ingote he it kest 

And in f e pa?zne put it att f e last 

Of water and inne he put his owen honde 

And in his sleue as je beforne honde 1317 

Herde me tell he had a siluer cheyne 

He slyhely toke is oute fis cursed hyne 

Vnwetinge fis preste of his fals craft 

And in fe pannes bothom he haf it left [leaf i67, bapk] 1321 

And in f e water rumblef to and fro 

And wonder pn'uely toke it vpp also 
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]je coper teyne nonh[t] knoweinge pe preste 

And hid it and hent him be J?e breste 1325 

And to him spak a7id J?us seide he in his game 

Stoupe)?e adoune be god ^e be to blame 

Helpepe me no we as .1. dide 30 we whilere 

Eut in joure honde and loke what is fere 1329 

This preste toke vppe pis siluer teyne an one 

And J?an seide pQ Chanon latt vs gone 

WiJ) Jjes pTB teynes whiche fat we haue wrouhi 

To summe golsmyjje and wit if it be owhte 1333 

For be my feijje .1. nolde for myne hode 

Bot if J?ei were siluer fine and gode 

And fat as swyf e pwued schal he be 

Vnto pe goldsmythe wif fes teynes fre 1337 

Thei wente and put pes teynes in assaie 

To fire and hamur myht no man seie naie^ 

Bot f ei were as hem ouht to be 

fis soted preste who was gladder fan he 1341 

Was neuer bridde gladder a^eines fe daie 

Ne nyhtgale in f e seson of maie 

"Was neuere none fat lust better to singe 

'Ne lady lustier in Carolynge 1345 

And for to speke and loue and wommanhede 

'Ne knyhte in armes done an hardy dede 

To stonden in grace of his ladie dere 

fan hadde fis preste fis craft to lere 1349 

And to f e chanon f us he spak and seide 

For f e loue of god fat for us al deyde 

And as .1. maye deserue it vn to 30 we 

What schal fis receyte cost tellef nowe 1353 

Be oure lady quod fis chanon . it is dere 

.1. warne 30we bot saue .1. and a frere 

In . yngelonde pere can no man it make 

]^o fors quod he now sz> for goddes saake 1357 

What schal .1. paye tel me .1. f e preye 

.I.-wys quod he it is ful dere .1. seie ; 
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Sire att o worde if fat fe list it liaue 1360 

3e sclial paie fourte^ pounde so god me sane u a later p aaaecq 

And ne were j?e frindeschippe ]>at 36 dide ar J>is . 

To me 36 scholde paie more ywys [leaf les] 

This preste _f e smnme of .xL pounde anone 

Of nobles fette . & toke hem euerychbne 1365 

To ]jis Chanon for pis ilke receit 

Al his worcheinge was fraude and deceite 

Sire preste he seide J. kepe for haue no los 

Of my craft for .1. wolde it were kepped clos 1369 

And as 36 louejje me kepej) it secre 

For and men knewe al my snbtilite 

Be god men wolde haue so grete envie 

To me be cause of my philosophic 1373 

.1. scholde be dede Jj^re were none opere weye 

God it for-bede quod Je preste what 3e seye 

3it had .1. leuer spende aH pe goode 

Whiche fat .1. haue and elles wex .1. woode . 1377 

fan fat 3e scholde faH in suche meschife 

For 3oure goode wil sw^e haue 30 riht good prefe 

Q,uod f e chanone wele graunt mercie 

He went his waye and neuer fe priste him sihe 1381 

After fat dale and whan fat f is preste schold 

Maken assay . att suche time as he wolde 

Of f is receyte fare wele it wil noulit be 

Lo fus be-Iaped and begiled was he 1385 

Thus makef he his introducc^on 

To bringe folke to hire destruccwn 

H Consideref sires howe fat myche astate 

Be-twex men and golde far is debate 1389 

So ferforf e fat ynnef es fere is one 

This multepliynge blindef • so mony one 

fat in good feif e I trowe fat it be 

fe cause grettest of al subtilite 1393 

This Phylosophres speken so mystelye 

In f is craft fat men can nouht com f er bye 
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For any witte fat men haue no we a dayes 

Jjei male wele Chitter and ganglen as done ]?es layes 1397 

And in her termes sett lust and peine 

Bot to here purpos schal Jjei neuere atteyne 

A man may lyhtlyche leren if he haue ouhte 

To multeply and bringe his good to nouht 1401 

Lo suche a locre is in fis lusty game 

A mawnes merjje it wil tome al to gram 

And empte also grete and heuy porces 

And make folke to purchasen curses rieaf les, back] 

Of hem fat han pere-to here good ylente 1 406 

fy . for schame pei fat haue be brente 

Alas Can fei nouht flye fe fires hete 

^e fat it vsen .t rede 30we it lete 1409 

Lest ^e lees al • for bet fan neuer is late 

!N'euer to f due were to longe a date 

f ouhe 3e prolle aye je schol it neuer finde 

3e bene als bolde as is bayer fe blynde 1413 

fat blunderf forf and peril castef he none 

He is as bolde to renne a3eine a stone 

As for to go be side in f e weie 

So fare ^e fat multeplie .1. seie 1417 

If fat oure y3en kan not seen a riht 

Lookef fat 30ure mynde lake nouht 3oure siht 

For f ouhe 3e looke neuere so brode and stare 

3e schol nouht wynne a myte of fat chafifare 1421 

Bot wasten al fat 3e male rappe and rinne 

Wif-drawe f e fire lest it so fast birne 

Medelefe no more wif fat art .1. mene 

For 3if 3e done 3oure freft. is gone ful clene 1425 

And riht als swif e .1. wil 3oue to here 

What fat f e Philosophres seine in f is matiere 

Lo f us seif e Arnalde of f e iNewtoune 

As his rosarie makef Mencioune 1429 

He seif e riht f us wif outen any .lye 

There maie no man Mercuri Mortifie 
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Bot if it be wij) his bro])er knoweleclieinge 

Howe fat lie wiche fat first seide jjis finge 143^ 

Of philosophres fader was Ermes 

Seijje ho we fat Jje dragon doiiteles 

Ne deyejj not bot if he he sleine 

Wijj is brojjer and fat is for to sByne 1437 

]^e f e dragon Mercurie and none of ef" 

He vnderstode fat bromston were is brof ere 

fat oute of sol and luna were ydrawe 

And ferfore seide he take hede to my sawe 1441 

Latt no man besy hime f is arte for to sechcr 

Bot he fat f e entencion and specha 

Of Philo'sofres vnderstonde kan 

And if he doo he is a lewde man 1445 

For f is science and f is co/inynge qwod he . 

Is of secre of secretees parde [leaf i69] 

Also fere was a disciple of Plato 

fat on a time seide his maister to 1 449 

As his booke sonier wil here wittnesse 

And f is was his demaunde in sof efastnesse 

Tel me f e name of f e pmie stoone 

And plato ansewerd vnto him anone 1453 

Take fat titanus men name 

Whiche is fat qwod he Magnesia is f e same 

Seide Plato f ^e sire and es it f us 

fis is ignotum per ignocius 1457 

What is magnesia good sire . I. preie 

It is a wate?* fat is niaad .1. seie 

Of elementes foure qwod plato 

Tel me fe roches good s^r q^^od he fo 1461 

Of fat water if it be 30ure will 

I^aie ISTaie q^^od plato certeine fat .1. nyH: 

The philosophres were sworne euerychofi 

fat fei scholde discouere it to no mofi 1465 

!N"e in no booke it write in no manere 

For vnto criste it is so lene and dere 
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Jjat he wil iiou3t fat it discouerd be 

Bot where so it likejj to his deite 1469 

Man to enspire and eke to defende 

Whome fat him lykef lo fis is fe ende 

That conclude .1. fus sefen fat god of heuen 

Ne wil not fat fe philo[so]fres neven ' 1473 

Howe fat a man schal com vn-to f is stone 

.1. rede as for f e beste latt it gone 

For who so makef god his aduersarie 

As for to worche any finge in contrary e 1477 

Ynto his wil certes neuer schal he f rine 

Thouhe fat he multiplie terme of his line 

And fere a pointe for endid is my tale 

Ck)d sende euery^trewman bote of his bale 1481 

Explicit fabula . 
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ion leaf m}^ Iiicipit prologws Mag^sM Phisici. 

NOwe trewly quod oure Oste J?is is a prati tale 
For litel merveile it is fat fou lokest so pale 
Sejjen pou hast medeled wij) so mony finges 
Wip bloweinge att fe cole to melte bope brochez & ringes 
And opere many lewels dar .1. vnder-take 5 

And fat fi lorde coufe vs tel : if we mybt liim ouere-take 
Bot lat him go a deuel waye pe compaigny is neuer pe wers 
And al suche fals haiiotes . I. sette not be hem a kers 
Bot latt pas ouere nowe al fes subtilitees 9 

And sume worf i man tel vs summe veritees 
As 36 worschipful Maister of Phisike 
Telle]? vs somme tale fat is a cronyke 12 

Jpat we may of 3 owe leren sum witte 
Qwod fe Maister of Phisik a tale fat .1. finde writte 
In cronyke passed of olde tyme 

Herkenef for .1. wil tel it 30W in rime 16 

Explicit prologus . 
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f Incipit fabu[l]a . ion lea/m, tacJci 

rer was as tellef vs titus liueus 
A knyht pat cleped was virgineus 
Fulfilled of honoure & worjjinesse 
And stronge of frendes and of riches 4 

A doulitere he hadd be his wyf 
And neuer hadde he mo in al his lif 
Eaire was pis maide in excellent beautee 
Abouen euer}'' whight pat maie see 8 

For Mature hape wip souereigne diligence 
Formed hir in so grete excellence 
As pouhe sche wolde seie loo .1. ISTature 
Thus can J. forme and painte a creature 12 

Whan pat me leste who. can me counterfete 
Pigmalyon nouht pouhe he alweie forge or bete 
Or graue or peinte for J. dar wel seine 
Apollus ^epherus schold werche in veine 16 

To graue or peinte or forge or bete 
If pei presumed me for to counterfete 
For he pat is pe formo?/r principal 

Hape maade me his viser general 20 

To forme a7id peinte eche erpely creature 
Eiht as me lest for al pinge is in my cure^ 
Ynder pe mone pat maie wane and wax 
And for my werke no pinge wil .1. ax 24 
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SIX-TEXT 304 

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Lansdownc MS. 

My lorde and .1. bene fuUye att acorde 

.1. maade hire to fe worschip of my lorde 

So do .1. al myn ofere creatures 

Of [what] Golour fei bue or what figures 28 

Thus seme}) me fat ITature wold seie 

This maide was of age twelue jere and tweye 

In whiche J»at ISTature hajje suche delite 

For riht as sche kan peinte as lyle white [leaf i70] 32 

An[d] Kode as rose riht wif suche peinture 

Sche peinted hafe fis noble creature 

Ar sche w^as borne vppon hire li?mnes fre 

Were als briht as suche coloures scholde be 36 

And phebus hadd dyed hire tresses grete 

Lyke to J?e stremes of his burned hete 

And if Jjat excellent was hire beute 

A fousand folde mor vertuous w^as sche 40 

In hire ne lakkej? no condicione 

Jjat is to preise as be discrecione 

As wele in body . as goste chast was schee 

For whiche sche floured in virginite 44 

WiJ? al humilite and abstinence 

And wij) al attempe?'ance and pacience 

WiJ) mesure eke and bereinge of araie 

Discrete sche was in ansewaringe alweie 48 

fouhe sche were wise as pallas dar .1.. seine 

Hire faukonde eke ful wo??'imanly and pleyne 

-N'one conterfeted termes hadde sche 

To seme wise bot after hire degre b2 

Sche spakk and al hir wordes more and lesse 

Souneinge in vertue and in gentillesse 

Schamefast sche was in maidens schamfastnosse 

Constant in hert a7id Que}' in his besinesse 56 

To dryue hire oute of hire slogardie 

Bachus hadde of hire moufe no maistre 

For wil and fouht to done venus encrese 

As men in fire wil kasten oyle or grese 60 
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And of hir owen vertue vnconstreyned 

Sclie hafe fnl offc time hire seke feyned 

For fat sche wolde flye pe companye 

"Where likly was to treten of folye 64 

As es att festes reueles and att daiinces 

J?at bene occasione of dalyaunces 

Suche Jjinges maken childern for to bee 

To sone Eipe and bolde as men maie see 68 

Whiche is ful penlous and haj>e be 3ore 

For al to sone maie sche leren lore 

Of boldenesse whan sche is a wyfe 

And 3e maistresses in 3onre olde life 72 

pat lordes doubters haue in gonernaiice 

ITe take]) of mi worde no displesance [leaf 170, back] 

Thinges pat bien set in goue^-nynges 

Of lordes douhtres only for tuo pinges 76 

Eyper for 3e han kepped 3onre honeste 

Or elles 36 haue faH in frelte 

And knowe wele ynowhe pe olde daunce 

And konne forsaake fully meschaunce 80 

For euere mo per-fore for crist saak 

Kepep wel po pat 3e vndertak 

A pef of venison pat hap for-laft 

His lycorusnesse and al his pefes craft 84 

Kan kepe a forest best [of] ony man 

Nowe kepepe hem wele for 3e wele can 

Lokep wele to no vice pat 3e assent 

Lest [3e] be dampned for 3oure yuel entent 88 

For who so dope a traitoz^r is certeine 

And takep of pat pat .1. schal seine 

Of al tresoii suffreine pestelence 

Is whan a whight be-trayep Innocence 92 

3e faders and 3e moders eke also 

Jpouhe 3e haue childern be it on or mo 

3oure is pe charge of al her suffrance 

Whiles pei bien vnder goueriiance 96 
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Bejje ware fat be ensample of 3onre leueinge 

Eyjjer be necligence in cliastisinge 

Jjat j?ei lie perische for .1. dare wele seie 

Jif fat fei done 36 scbol ful sore abye 100 

Vnder a scbeperd soft and necligent 

pe wolf ha]) mony a schepe and lamme to-rent 

Sufficit one ensample nowe as here 

For .L most tome a3eine to matiere 104 

This maide of whiche .y tel my tale expresse 

Sche kepped hir self sche neded no maistresse 

For in hire leueynge maydens myht rede 

As in a boke euery good worde and dede 108 

pat longej) to a mayden vertiions 

Sche was so prudent and so bounteiious 

For whiche oute spronge on ene?y side 

Bojje of hir bente and hire bounte wide 112 

fat Jjoruhe fe londe fei presede hire ychon 

fat loued verteus sane envye alone 

fat sory is of of er mennes wele 

And gladde is of his sorwe and vnhele [leafm] 116 

The doctowr makef f is descripciouTie 

This maide went on a daie in-to f e tonne 

To-warde f e temple wif hir moder dere 

As is of 3onge Maidens f e manere 1 20 

JS'owe was f er a Justice in f e toune 

fat gouernoz^r was of fat regiouiie 

And so befel fis luge his ey3en kast 

Yppon fis maide aviseinge hire ful fast 124 

As sche cam forf by fere f e luge stode 

Anone his hert chaungef and his moode 

So was he cauht wif f e beaute of fis maide 

And to him self ful pnuely he seide 128 

This maiden schal be myne for any man ^ 

Anone fe fende in to his hert ran 

And tauht him sodanly be what sleyht 

The maiden to his pt^rpos wynne he myht 132 
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For certes be no force ne be no meede 

Him Jjouht he was not able for to spede 

For lie was stronge of frendes and eke scbe 

Confermed was in suche souereigne bente 136 

That wele he wist he myht hire neuer wynne 

As for to niaake hire wij? hire bodi synne 

For whiche wijj grete deliberacioz^ne 

He sent after a clerk in to Jje toune 140 

The whiche he knewe ful sotel and ful bolde 

This luge liajje vn-to Jjis clerke his tale ytolde 

In secre wise and maade him to assure 

He schold tel it to no creature 144 

And if he dide he scholde lese his hede 

And whan assented was fis cursed rede 

Gladde was J?e luge and maade goode chiere 

And 3af him jeftes precious and dere 148 

Whan schapen was al fis conspiracie 

From pointe to pointe howe fat his licherye 

Performed schold be ful sotellye 

As 3e schal heren afterward openlye 152 

Home goJ?e J?is clerk fat hiht Claudius 

This fals luge fat hiht Apius 

So was his name it is no fable 

Bot knowen for an historall finge notable 156 

The sentence of it soj? is oute of doute 

This fals luge gof nowe faste aboute [leaf 171, back] 

To hasten his delite al fat he maie 

And so be-fel sone after on a dale 160 

Jpis fals luge as tellef vs f e storie 

As he was wonte satt in his Consistorie 

And 3aue his domes vpon sundre caas 

This fals clerke cam forfe a wel good paas 164 

And seide lorde if fat it be 3oure wiH 

As dof e me riht vpon f is pitous bi3i 

In whiche .1. pleine vpon virgineus 

And if fat he wil seine it is nou3[t] fus 168 
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SIX-TEXT 308 

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Lansdownc MS. 

.1. wille preue it and finde good wittenesse 

fat sofe is fat my bill wiH expresse 

The luge Ansewerde of J>is in his absence 

.1. maie not yii diffinitif sentence 172 

Latt done him caH . & .1. wil gladly here 

Thou schalt haue riht and no wronge here 

Yirgineus came to wite pe luges wiH 

And riht a-none was redde }>is cursed biH: 1T6 

Jje sentence of hit was as ^e schal here 

To 3owe my lorde s^V Apius so dere 

Schewe]) ^oure pouer seruant Claudius 

Howe fat a knyht called virgineus 180 

A3eines fe lawe a3eines al equite 

Holdef expresse a3eines fe wil of me 

Mi seruant whiche fat is f raH be riht 

Wyche from myne hous was stolne one a nyht 184 

Whiles sche was ful 3onge .L wiH . it preue 

Be wittenesse lorde so fat 36 3owe nouht greue 

Sche his nouht his douhter what so he seie 

Where-for my lorde fe lugge to 3owe .1. preie 188 

Jelde me my frail if it be 30ure wil 

Lo f is was f e sentence of f e bil 

Yirgineus began vpon fe clerke be-holde 

Bote hastely ar he his tale tolde 192 

He wolde haue defended it as scholde a knyht 

And be wittenesse of mony a trewe wyht 

That al was fals fat seide his aduersarie 

This Cursed luge wolde no longer tarie 196 

]S"e here a worde more of Yirgineus 

Bot 3af his lugement and seide f us 

.1. deme anone f is clerk his seruant haue 

Thou schalt no longer in fin house hir saue [leaf 172] 200 

Go l)ringe hir forf e and bringe hir in owre warde 

This clerk schal haue his fralle fus .1. awarde 

And whan f is worf i knyht Yirgineus 

Thoruhe f assent of f e luge Apius 204 
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SIX-TEXT 309 

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Laiisdowne MS. 

Most be. force his dere douhter 3euen 

Yn-to fe Inge in lichere to leuen - 

He gofe him home and sett him in his hail: 

And lete anone his dere douhter catt 208 

And wijj a face dede as asshen colde 

Ypon hir^ hnm[ble] face he gan be-holde 

WiJ? faders pite stikinge f oruhe his hert 

Al wolde he nouht from his purpos co^zuert 212 

Douhter qwod he virginea be ]?i name 

There bien tuo weys eyfer ofer schame 

fat fou must soffer alas ]jat J. was bore 

For neuer fou deseruest where fore 216 

To deyen wif a swerde or wi]) a knyf 

der douhter ender of my lif 

"Whiche .1. haue fosterd vp wij? suche plesance 

pat pou ne weer oute my remembrance 220 

douhter whiche pat ert my last woo 

And in lif my last ioy also 

gemme of chastite in pacience 

Take pou pi dep for pis is my sentence 224 

Tor loue and nouht for hate pou must be dede 

My pitous honde most smyte of pin hede 

Alas pat euer Apius pe seyhe 

Thus hape he falsly lugged pe to day 228 

And tolde hire al pe cas as ^e be-fore 

Haue herd it nedep nouht to tel it no more 

Merce dere fadere q^^c>d pis maide 

And wipe pat worde sche hope hire armes leide 232 

Aboute his nekke as sche was wont to do 

The teres barsten oute of hire yen tuo 

And seide goode fader schal .1. deye 

Is pere no grace is pere no remedie 236 

1^0 certes dere douhter myne quod he 

Than 3eue me leue fader myn qwod scbe 

My dep to compleyne a litel space 

Por parde leffa ^aue his- douhter grace 240 
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SIX-TEXT 310 

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Laiisdowiie MS. 

For to complehie ar lie liir slowhe alas 

And god it wote no finge was hire trespas Deaf 172, back] 

Bot fat sche rann hir fader first to see 

To welcom him wij? grete solempnite 244 

And wi]) fat worde sche fel in swoune anone 

And after whan hir swounynge was agone 

Sche rise)) vpe and to hire fader seide 

Blissed be god fat J. schal deye a meide 248 

^if me my def e ar fat .L haue a schame 

Dof e wif 30ure Childe ^oure wil a goddes name 

And wif fat word sche praief ful oft 

fat with his swerde he scholde smite hir softe 252 

And wif fat word in swonne donne sche felle 

Hir fader wif ful sorweful hert and felle 

Hire hfeued of smote and be toppe it hent 

And to fe Inge he 3ane it to present 256 

As he satt in his dome in consistorie 

"Whan f e luge it sauhe as seif e f e storie 

He badde take him and honge him also fast 

Bot riht anone al f e peple in frast 260 

To saue f e knyht for reuf e and for pyte 

ffor knowen was f e foles iniquite 

f e peple anone hadd susspecte in f is f inge 

Be maner of f is clerkes chalangeinge 264 

fat it was be f e assent of Apius 

That wist wele fat he was lycherous 

ffor whiche vn-to f is Apius f ei gone 

And kesten him in pr/son riht a-none 268 

"Whereas he slowhe him selfe and Claudius 

That s^ruant was vn-to f is Apius 

Was demed for to honge vpon a tre 

Bot virgineus of his grete Pite 272 

Praide for him fat he was exiled 

And elles certes he hadde be by-gilede 

The remenant were honged more and lesse 

That consented were to fis cursednesse 276 
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SIX-TEXT 311 

GROUP C. § 1. doctor's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Here maye men see how sinne hafe his merite 

Be war for no man wote howe god wil smyte 

In no degre ne in wyche maner wise 

Jje werme of conscience wil arise 280 

Of wikked lif fouhe it so pnue be 

fat no man woot of it hot god and he 

Whefer he be lewde man or lerede 

He note howe sone , he male bee aferde 284 

Ther-fore rede .1. jowe J?is counsel take [leaf 1733 

For-sakef sinne ar sinne ^oue for-sake 

Explicit fabula Mag^6*^ri Vhisicoium 
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GROUP C. § 2. DOGTOR-PAEDONER LINK. LailSdOWlie MS. 



Incipit prologus questoris ion lea/ns] 

Owre Oste gan swere ^s he ware wode 
Harrowe quod he be JSTayles and be blode 288 

This was a cussed fef a fals Justice 
A schendful defe as hert can deuise 
So fal vpon his body and his bones [*] 

Jpe deuel .1. be-ken him al att ones [*] 292 

Alas to dere bouht sche hir beute 
Wherefor .1. seie fat al men maie see 
J?at 3if tes of fortune or bf ^N^ature 

Eefe cause of defe of mony a creature 296 

Hire beute was hir defe .1. dare wele seine 
Alas how pitously as sche was sleine 
Bot here-of wil .1. nouht procede as no we [s^unousj 
Men haue ful often more harme fan prowe 300 

Bot trewly myne owen maister dere 
This is a pitous tale for to here 
Bot naf eles pas ouer is no force 

.1. praie to god to saue f i gentil corps 304: 

And fine vrinals and f i lordanes 
Jpine ypocras and fine Galiounes 
And euery box ful of fine letuarie 

God blesse hem and oure lady seint Mary 308 

So mot .1. f e f ou ert a propre man 
And ylike a prelate * be seinte Eunyan 
Sayd .1. nouht wele can .1. nou3ht speke in terme 
Bot wele .1. wote fou doste myne herte to erme 312 

fat .1. almost haue cauht a cardiacle 
Be corpus bones bot 3iue .1. haue triacle 
Or eUes a drauht of moiste and corne ale 
Or bott J. here a-none a meri tale 316 
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SIX-TEXT 313 
GROUP C. § 2. DOCTOR PARDONER LINK. LansdoWHC MS. 

Myne liert is loste for pete of pis niaide 

Thowe belamy loLeii Pardoner he saide 

Tel vs sum Merthes or Tapes riht anone 

It schal be do quod he be seinte Mnione 320 

Bot first quod he here at fis ale stake 

.1. wil boJ>e drinke and ette of a kake 

Bot riht anone pes gentiles begon to* crie 

Nay lat him tel vs of no Rebaudie 324 

Tel vs sume Moral finge fat we mowe lere [leaf 173, back] 

Some wytt and fan will we gladly here 

.1. graun[t] y-wysse qiiod he . bot .1. most fenke 

Yppon . sum honest Jjinge whiles fat .1. drinke 328 

Explicit Prologus questoris 
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SIX-TEXT 314 

GROUP C. § 3. PAiiDONER's PREAMBLE. Lansdowne ^S. 



Incipit fabula questorfe . 

LOrdynges quod he in cherclies whan J. preche 
.1. peyne me to haue an haunt eine speche 
Hereynge oute as ronnde as go|?e a "beH 
For .1. kan be roote fat J. teH 332 

My teme is alweie one a7id eue?- was 
Radix omnium maloro^m est/ cupiditas f 
fFerst .1. pronounce wense fat .1. come 
An[d] fan my billes schewe .1. al a7id so??2me 336 

Oure liege lorde seal is my patent 
fat schewe .1. first my body to warent 
fat no man be so bolde preste ne clerke 
Me to destorble of cristes holy werke 340 

And after fat tel .1. forfe my tales 
Bulles of popes and of Cardinales 
Of Patriarkes and of Bischopes .1. schewe 
And in latine .1. speke wordes a fewe 344 

To sauern wif my predicacioiie 
And for to ster men to deuociofie 
fan schewe .1. forfe my longe cristal stones 
Y-crammed ful of cloutes and of bones 348 

Eelekes f ei buen as ween f ei euerychon 
Than haue .1. in laton a scholdere bone 
Whiche fat was an holy lewes schepe 
Goodmen sale .1. takef e of my wordes kepe 352 

If fat f is bone bue wasche in any welle 
Of cowe or calfe schepe or oxe swejlle 
fat worme haf e y-ete or y-stonge , ^^'^^\ '^^^^> ^-^^-^^ 

^ r J J o ^ {not in Addit. 25,71^^1 

[Take watir of that welle and wasshe his tonge ^] 356 
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SIX-TEXT 315 

GROUP C. §3. pardoner's PREAMBLE. Lansdowiie MS. 

Touche he ]?is bone anone he schal be sonnde 

And 3it also forjjermoref of pokkes & scabbes & of eue^y sore. 

Schal euery schepe be hole fat of J)is weH 

Drenke}) a drawht of takef kepe what .1. tell 360 

Wil euery wyhte er J?at fe koke him croweJ?e 

And dofe finge ])at him owefe 

ffastynge drinke of fis welle a drauht 

And J?ilke holy lewe oure helders ones tauht 364 

His bestes and his store schal multeplie 

And sires also it helejj lelousye [leaf i74] 

And fouhe a man be fal in lelowsie rage 

Lat make wif Jjis water his potage 368 

And neuer schal he more his wif mestruste 

Jjouhe he f e soJ?e a defaute by hire wiste 

Al hadde sche taken prestes tueyne or fre 

Here is a Metaine eke ^e maye see 372 

He fat his honde wil put in fat Metane 

He schaH haue multipliinge of his greine 

Whan he hafe sowen be it whete or otes 

So fat of pens of er of grotes 376 

And men and wemmen o f inge warn .1. 3owe 

If any whight be in f is cherche nowe 

fat haf done sinne orrible fat he 

Dare nouht fo[r] schame schriuen be 380 

Or any womman be sche jonge or olde 

fat haf ymaad hir husbond cokwolde 

Suche folke schal haue no powere no grace 

To offer to my relikes in f is place 384 

And who so findef him oute of suche blame 

f ei wil come vp and offer in goddes name 

And .1. assoile him be f e auctorite 

Suche as be bul was g?'aunted me 388 

Be fis Gaude haue .1. wonne euery 3ere 

An .0. mark sefen .L was pardonere 

.1. stonde like a clerke in mony a pulpitt 

And schewe f e*lewde peple and doune f ei sitt 392 

LA^NSI>OWNE 438 (6-T. 315) 
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GROUP C. §-3. pardoner's preamble. Lansdi^wne MS. 

.1. preche so as 36 liaue herde be-fore 

And tel an hnndref lapes more 

Than peyne J. me to strecche forjje my nekke 

And est and west nppon Je peple .1. bekke 396 

As dojje a done sittinge vpon a berne 

Myne hondes and my tonge go so 3erne 

Jat it is loye to see my besinesse 

Of avarise and suche oj^er cursednesse 400 

Is as Mi preccheinge to make hem fre 

To 3eiie here pens namely vnto me 

For myne entent is nouht hot for to wybne 

And no finge for correction of sinne 404 

.1. reke neuer whan J?at J>ei be buried 

J)onhe fat here soules gone a blakberied 

For certes mony a predicacione 

Sonne J? oft time of ynel entencione 408 

[Somme for plesance of folk* and for flaterie [Addit.185,718, on z/54] 

To ben auaunsed for ypocresye 

And somme for veynglory and somme for hate [leafu, bacic\ 

if or when I dar nought oother weys de-bate 412 

Thenne woUy stynge him with my tunge smert 

I preching and that he shal nought astert 

To ben defamed falsly if* that he 

Hath trespased to myn britheren other to me 416 

ffor though I telle nought his propre name 

Men shal wel knowe that hit* is the same 

Bothe by seignes and oother circumstaunces 

Thus . rule I folk* that doth vs displesances 420 

Thus spitte I myn venym vnder hewe 

Of holinesse to seme holy and trewe 

But shortly myn entent wol I deuyse 

I^ preche of no thing* but* of Coueytise [i ? ms sm] 

Ther-fore my teme is 3et and euer was 

Eadix malorwm est cupiditas 

Thus kan I preche ayayns that same vice] iMmja^ extract stops] 

Suche fat SJ vse and fat is of auarice [leaf 174, buck] 428 
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SIX-TEXT 317 

GROUP C. § 3. pardoner's preamble. Lansdowne MS. 

Eot J?eihe .1. me self be gilte in ^at sinne 

3it kanne .1. maake ojjer folke to wynne 

Pro??znie auarice and sore to repent 

Bot fat nes nouht myn pnncipal entent ' 432 

.1. preche no ]?inge bot for Couetise 

Of ]jis matiere it on3te ynowhe suffise 

Jan tel .1. of ensamples many one 

Of Olde stories longe time agone 436 

For lewde peple louen tales olde 

Whiclie ]?inges can Jjei wele reporte and bolde 

What trowe ^e whiles ]jat .1. maie preche 

And Wynne gold and siluer for .1. teche 440 

]jat .1. wil leue in pouert wilfully 

!N"ay . nay .1. Jjouht it neuer treulye 

if or .1. preche and begge in sundre landes 

.1. wil nouht do no labour wi]) myn handes 444 

An[d] make basketes and leue fere-bye 

Be-cause .1. wil nouht bigge ydelye 

.1. wil none of f e aposteles counterfete 

,1. wil haue mony chese and whete 448 

Al were it ^euen of fe porest page 

Eyfer of fe pourest wedowe in a vilage 

Al schold hir child erne sterue for famyne 

J^ay .1. wil drinke fe lycoure of fe vine 452 

And haue a loly wenche in euerych toune 

Bot herkenejj lordynges in conclusione 

3oure lykeinge is J?at .1. schal tel a tale 

[N'owe J. haue dro[n]ke a drauhte of Corne ale 456 

Be god .1. hope .1. schal tel 3owe a finge 

fat schal be reson biene at ^oure lykeinge 

ffor fouhe my self be a ful vicious man 

A more.-il tale ^it .1. 3owe telle can 460 

Whiche .1. am wont to preche for to wynne 

!N"ow holde 3oure pes my tale J. wil beginne . 

\iio hreak in the MS.'^\ 
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THE PARDONER. 
Bllesm&fe MS, leaf 142. 



SIX-TEXT 318 

GROUP C. §4. pardoner's TALK Lansdownc MS. 



[1 Addii, 25,718 reads "And suche oother diuers mischaunces'*, leaf 55} 

IN flaundres whilom was a compaignie 
Of 3onge folke fat hawten folye 464 

As Eiott . Hasard . stewes . and taiierns 
[1 Where as with harpees lutes and gyternes] ^f^{^^.' 
fei daunce anf^ pleie and dise bojje daie and nyht 
And eten and drenke al-so oner al here myht 468 
Thorwhe whiche fei done J?e deuel sacrifise 
Wif-inne fe deueles temple in cursed wyse 
The supe?*fluys abhomynable [leaf 175}- 

Here opes bene so grete and dampnable 472 

Jjat it is grisely for to here hem swere 
Cure blissed lordes body Jjei to4ere 
Hem J)ouht . lewes rent him nouht ynowhe 
And yche of hem att ojjer sinnes lowhe 476 

And riht anone fan came tomblesters 
ffetis and smal and 3onge fruytsters 
Singers wif harpes baudes waferes 

Such bien fe deuel officiers 480 

To kendel and blowe f e fire of lychery 
fat is annexed to glotonye 
f e holy writte take .1. to wittenesse 
fat lycherie is in wyne and dronkennesse 484 

Lo howe fat dronken lothe vnkindelye 
Lay be his douhtres tuo vnweteynglye 
So dronke he was he nest what he wrouht 
And f erf ore sore repent him ouht^ ispurious} 4876 

Herodes who so wil f e story seche 488 

))ere maie ^e leren and be ensample tcche isrurious] 4886 
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SIX-TEXT 319 

QRoup C. § 4. pardoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Whan he of wine was replete att his feste 489 

Riht att his owen table jaf his heste 
To slene f e Baptiste lohn ful gilteles 
Senec seife eke good wordes douteles 492 

He seife he kan no difference finde 
Be-tuex a man ])at is oute of his mynde 
And a man Jjat is drongelewe 

Bot wodenes is falne in a schrewe 496 

Perseuerejj longer J>an doJ> dronkennesse 
O glotony ful of cursednesse 
O cause firste of oure confusione 

d originate of owre dampnacione 500 

To criste hadde bouht owte wif his Mode ajeine 
Lo howe dere and schortly was to seine 
A-boute was fe cursed velanye 

Corrupte was al fis werld f oruhe glotonye 504 

Adam oure fadere and his wif also 
Fro paradise to labour and to woo 
Were dreue for fat vice it is no drede 
For whiles fat adam fasted as J. rede 508 

He was in paradise & whan fat hee 
Ete of f e fruyte defended on a tree 

Anone he was out cast to woo and' pyne [leaf 175, back] 

O glotonye on pe wele ouht vs to pleine 512 

wist a man howe many maladies 
Folowef of excesse and of glotonies 
He schold be f e more mesurable 

Of his Diet sittinge att f e table 516 

Alas f e schort f rote fe tender mouf e 
Makef fat est and west I^orf e and souf e 
In erfe in eyre in water men to swynke 
'To gette a gloton Mete and drinkge 520 

Of f is matiere o paule wele cans f ou entrete 
Metee vn-to wome and wombe eke vn-to mete 
Schal god discriuen bof e as poule seif e 
Alas a foule f inge it is be my feif e 524 
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SIX-TEXT 320 

GROUP C. § 4. pardoner's tale. Jiansdowne MS. 

To seie Jjis worde and fouler is J?e dede 

When men so drenken of J?e white and of pe rede 

Jjat of his f rote he maade his prinetee 

Jjoruhe }?ilke cursed superfluyte 528 

Jje Appostell wepeinge seij^e ful pitously 

Jjere walken mony of whiche 3 one tolde haue .1, 

.1. saye it no we wepeinge wij? pitous voice 

There bien enmyes of cristes croice 532 

Of whiche f e ende is dejje fe wombe is hire god 

wombe holy stinkinge cod 

Fulfilled of doiige and of corrupcione 

Att eyj)e[r] ende of Jje foule is J>e soune 536 

Howe grete cost and laboure is to finde 

f es cokes howe J)aie stame and striue and grinde 

And turne substance in-to accident 

To fulfil al Jji lykorous talent 540 

Oute of ]je harde bones knoke feie 

Jje mery for f ei cast nouht aweie 

fat maie go poruh J?e golet soft and swote 

Of spicere of leues barke and rote 544 

Schal be his sauce be maade be delite 

To maak him 3itt a newere appetite 

Bot certes he fat hauntef suche delices 

Is dede whiles fat he leuef in fe vices 548 

A lycherous finge is wyne and dronkennesse 

Is ful of str^Tieynge and of wrechednesse 

O dronken man disfigured is J?i face . 

Foul is f i bref . foule ert fou to embrace 552 

And foruhe fi drongen nose semefe fi souUe peafi76] 

As fouhe fou ay said Samson samsou^^e 

And ^it goode wotte Samson dranke neue;' wyne 

Jjou falest as a dronken swyne hh^ 

f i tonge is loste and al fine honest cures 

For dronkenes is verreie sepultures 

Of mannes witte and his discrecion 

In whome fat drinke haf do?wmacion 560 
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SIX-TEXT 321. 

GROUP C. § 4. pardoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

He can no counsel kepe it is no drede 

Now kepe jowe fro ]?e white and fro fe reede -' 

I^amely fro f e white wyne of lepe 

fat is to sel in fische strete or in chep 564 

fis wyne of Spayne crepe]) Sotelly 

In o]?er wynes groweinge fast by 

Of whiche Jjere rise J? suche fumosite 

j)at whan a man ha J) dronke drauhtes Jjre 568 

And wenej) fat he be att home in chepe 

He is in spayne riht atte fe tonne of lepe 

I^ouht att Jje Rochel ne att Bordeux tonne 

An^ fan wille fei seyn Sampsoiie Sampsone 572 

Bot herken lordeynges o worde .1. 30 w preie 

fat al f e souereigne attes dar J. seie 

Of victories in f e olde testament* 

fat foruhe verrey god fat is omnipotenf 576 

Weere done in abstinence and in preiere 

Loke f e bible and fere je maie it leere . 

Loke Atthela f e grete conqueroure 

Deyed in his slepe wif schame and dishonoure 580 

Bledeynge aye att is nose in dronkenesse 

A Capeteigne schold leue in soburnesse 

And oner al f is a-vise 30W riht wele 

What was comand vn-to Lamuele 584 

ISTonht Samuel bot Lamuel saie .1. 

Redef e f e bible and findef it expresly 

Of wyne jifinge to hem fat han lu^tice 

IsTo mor of f is for it mai wele suffice 588 

A now fat .1. haue spoke of glotonye 
^N'owe wil .I» defend 30we hasardye 
Hasard is verreye moder of lesinges 

And of deceyte Cursed forsw^reinges 5.92 

Blaspheme of criste and mansleinges also 
Of bataile oft time and of of er mo 

It is repreue and contrarie to honours [leaf 176, back] 

ftor to be holde a commune hasardoure 596 
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GROUP C. § 4. pardoner's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Arid euer J?e hihere he his of state 

pe more yhalden is he dissolate 

If J?at a pn'nce vse hasardie 

In al gouernance and al policie 600 

He is as be commune opinion 

.I.-halde fe lasse in reputacioii 

[Stilbon that was Ihalde a wis Embassetow?' 

Was sent into Corynthe with ful gret hono^^^-] l^^^^n^y^^l] 

ffro Calidonye to maken hem alleawnce 

And whan he cam him happed fis chaunce 

That al fe grettest fat were of fis lande 

Pleynge att Jje Hasard he hem fande 608 

For whiche as sone as fat miht be 

He stale him home a3eine to his contre 

And seide pere .1. wold nouht lese my name 

.1. wil nouht take on me so grete defame 612 

3 owe for to alley e to none hasardoures 

Sendej) ofere wise embassadoures 

For be my troufe me were leuer deye 

pan .1. to 30we hasadoures scholde alleye 616 

For 3e pat bien so glorious in honoures 

SchaH nou3t alleye 30we wip asardoures 

As be my witt ne as be my trete 

This wise philosophre pus seide to me 620 

Looke pou vse no pleie of dees in pin house 

Looke eke pat pe kinge demetrius 

Sent him a paire of dees of golde in scoren 

For he hadd vsed hasardry per be-forne 624 

For whiche he held his glorie and renoune 

And no valewe of reputacione 

Lordes myhten finde opere manere pleie 

Honest ynouhe to driue pe dale a-weie 628 

Now wole .1. speke of othes fals and grete 
A worde or tuo as opere bookes trete 
Grete swereynge is a pinge abhominable 
And fals swereinge is more repreueable 632 
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The liihe god for-bad swereinge att al 

Wittenesse of Mathewe bot in special 

Of swereinge seife holy leromye 

Thowe shalt swere sof e fine ofes and nouht lye 636 

And swere in dome and eke in rihtwisnesse 

Bot Idel swereinge is a cursedenesse 

Be-holde and see fat in fe first table [leaf 177] 

Of hihe goddes hestes honurable 640 

How fat J?e secunde hest of him is f is 

Take nouht my name in Idelnesseamys 

Lo rafer he for-bedes suche suereinge 

Or Omyside or any ofer Cursed finge 644 

.1. seie as be order f us it standef 

[This knoweth ye that his hestes vnderstandeth] ^f^^JP^®' 

How fat f e secunde hest of god is fat 

And forfermore .1. wil fe tel al plat 648 

fat vengeance schar'nouht parte fro his hous 

fat of his of es is so outrageous 

Be goddes precious hert and his nayles 

And be his Mode fat is in hayles - 652 

Seuen is myn chaunce and fine is fyue and fre 

Be goddes armes if f ou fals-ly pleie me 

This dagger schal f oruhe fine hert go 

This fruyte commef of f e becched bones tuo Qb^ 

Forswereynge . Ire . falsenes . Omycide 

]N"ow for f e loue of criste fat for vs deide 

Leuef 3oure of es bof e grete and smale 

And wife good entent herkenef my tale 660 

Thes ryetoures fre of whiche ,1. telle 

Longe ar prime ronge any belle 

Wer^ sett hem in a tauerne to drinke 

And as fei satt fei herde-a belle klynke 664 

Be-forne a cors was cariede to his graue 

fan one of hem gan cal vnto his knaue 

Go bette qi/od he and axe redelye 

What corps it is fat passef fast bye 668 
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And loke fat foue reporte his name wele 

Sir quod pis boye it nedej) neuer a dele 

It was me tolde ar 3e cam here tuo owres 

He was parde an olde felawe of ^oures 672 

Al sodenly was he sleine to nyht 

Eor-dronke as he satt vp his benche vpriht 

Ther cam a pnue jjefe jjat men clepen defe 

That in his contre al fe peple slej?e 676 

And wi]) his spere he smot his hert a tuo 

And went is waie wip-outen wordes mo 

And Maister ar ^h com in his presence 680 

He hape a pousande sleine pis pestelence 679 

Me pinkep it were necessarie 

For to bue war of suche an aduersarie . [leaf 177, back] 

Bep rede for to mete him euermore 

Thus tauht me my dame .1. seie no more 684 

Be seinte Marie seyde pis tauernere 

This childe seip sope for he hap sleine to jere 

Hennes oue?*e a Mile wip-inne a gret village 

Bope man and wow^man childe and page 688 

I trowe his habitacione be pere 

To been avisede grete wisdome it weere 

Ere pat he dide a man dishonoure 

3e goddes armes q?iod pis Eietoure 692 

Is it suche perile wip him for to mete 

J. schal him seeke be waie and eke be strete 

.1. make . avowe be goddes deyne bones 

Herkenep felawes we pre been al ones 696 

Lat iche of vs holde vp his honde to opere 

And iche of vs be-co?nme opers bropere 

And we wil sle pis false traitur depe 

He schal be sleyne he pat so niony slepe 700 

Be goddes dignite ar it be nihte 

To-geder haiie pes pre her hertes hihte 

To leue and deie ilke of hem wip opere 

As pouhe he ware his owen sworne broper 704 
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And vpe Jjei stert al dronken in fis rage 

And forjje fei gone to-warde jjat vilage 

Of whiche fe tauernere haj) spoken be-forne 

And mony a ^isely ofe fen haue pei sworne 708 

And cristes blissed bodie fei to-rent 

T>ep schal be dede if J?at we maie him bent 

Wban fei haue gone nouht fully a myle 

Eiht as fep] wolde haue troden ouere a style 712 

An olde and a pouer man wij? hem he mette 

This olde man ful mekely hem grette 

And seide fus no we lordes god 3 owe see 

Jje proudeste of Jjes ryetoures J?re 716 

Anseward a3eine what carle wif hard grace 

Whi art fou al for-wrapped saue Jji face 

Whi leuest fou so longe in so grete age 

This olde man gan loke in his visage 720 

And seid fus f for .1. can nou3t finde 

A man f ouhe Jjat .1. walked vnto ynde 

JSTeyJjer in Cite ne in village . 

That wil chaunge his 3ou]je for myne age Deaf its] 724 

And Jerfore most .1. haue my age stille 

As longe time as it is goddes wille 

]N'e defe alas ne wil nouht haue my lyue 

fus walke .1. lyke a risteles chaitif 728 

And on pe grounde whyche is my moders gate 

.1. knok wij) my staf erly and late 

And seye leue moder lete me inne 

Lo howe J. wane bofe flesche Mode and scynne 732 

Alas when schol my lones bien att rest 

Moder wij) 30we wold J. chaunge my chest 

Thatt in my chambre longe time ha]j be 

3e for an here cloute to wrappe me 736 

Bot 3ut to me sche wil nou3t do fat grace 

For whiche ful pale and welked is my face 

Bot sires to 3owe it is no curtesie 

To speken vnto an hold man vilanye 740 
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Eot lie trespas in worde eyjjer in dede 

In holy "write ^e maie 30ure self wele rede 

A3eines an old man hore vpon his hede 

3e scholden arise wher-for .1. ^if 30we rede 744 

"Ng dofe nouht to an olde man none harme nowe 

'Ne more fan ^e wolde men dide to 30 w 

In age if fat . 3e so longe abide 

And god be wife 30we whefer 36 go or ride 748 

.1. mote go f eder f er as .1. haue to go 

!N"ay olde cherle be god f ou schalt nouht so 

Saide fis ofere hasardour anone 

Thou partes nouht so lyhtly be seint Tohii 752 

Thou spakkest riht nowe of filke traito2^r defe 

That in fis Gountre al oure frendes slefe 

Haue here my troufe as fou ert his aspye 

Tel where he his or fou schalt abye 756 

Be god and be fe holi sacrament 

For sofely fou ert on of his assent 

To slene vs 3onge folke fou fals J? ef 

l^owe sire if fat it be to 30we so lef 760 

To finde def e torne vp f is croked weie 

For in fat . groue J. laft him be my feye 

Ynder a tre and fere he wil abide 

!Ne for 30ure boste he wil him no finge hide 764 

See 3e fat ooke riht ]pere 3e schulne him finde 

God saue 3owe fat bouht 3eine mankinde [leaf 178, baek> 

And 30we amend f us seide f is olde manne 

And euery of f es ryetours ranne 768 

Til f ei came to f e tree and fere f ei fonde 

Of lierens fyne of gold y-koyned rounde 

Wele nyhe a .vij. buschels as hem f ouht 

JSTo longere fan after, def e fei souht 772 

Bot iche of hem was so gladde of f e siht 

For fat f e floreyns so faire bien and briht 

Jpat doune fei sett hem be f e precious horde 

The werst of hem f spak f e first worde 776 
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Bref erne qiiod he takejj kepe whatt J. seie 

My witte is grete Jjoulie j?at .1, gourde and pleie 

This tresor hafe fortiin to vs ^euen 

In merfe and lolite oure lif to leuen 780 

And lihtly as it commej? so wil we spende 

Ey goddes precious dignite who wende 

To daie fat we scholde haue so faire a grace 

Bot myht ])is golde be caried fro Jjis place 784 

Home to my hous ofer elles vnto 3oures 

fan myht we seie fat it were al oures 

fan were we in hihe felicite 

Bott trewly be daie it maie nouht be 788 

Men wold seie fat we were f enes stronge 

And for owre owen tresoure done vs honge 

This tresore most .ykaride be by nyht 

As wisely and as slely as it miht 792 

Where-for .1. rede lette loke amonge vs al 

Be drawe and latte see where f e cutt wiH fal 

And he fat haf e f e cutte wif hert blif e 

Schal renne to f e tonne aiid fat ful swyf e 796 

To bringe vs brede and wyne ful priuely 

And tuo of vs schal kepe ful subtelly 

f is tresouTe wele a7id if he wil nouht tarieii 

Wha?^ne fat it is nyht we wollen f is tresor karien 800 

Be one assent where as vs lust beste 

An kuttes one of hem brouht in his fiste 

And badde hem drawe and loke on whome it wolde fatt 

And it fett on f e 3ongest of hem aH 804 

And forf e towarde f e toune he went anone 

And also sone as he was gone 

The tone of hem spake f us vnto f e tof ere 

Thou wost wele fat f ou ert myn owen sworne brof ere [if i79] 

Thin profite wil .1. tel f e anone 809 

Thou woste wele fat oure felawe is gone 

And here is golde and fat ful grete plente 

Jpat it schal departed be amonges vs fre 812 
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Bot nafeles if .1. can schape it so 
J)at it departed weere a-moiige vs tuo 
Hadd J. noii3t done a frendes torne to J?e 
That ojfere answerde .1. note howe ]?at mylit be 816 

.1. wote J?at fe golde is owre tno 
What schol we seie what schold.we do 
SchaH it be cou/iseile seide J?e first schrewe 
And J. schal tel in wordes fewe 820 

That we schal done and bringe it wele abonte 
.1. grant quod pat o]>ere onte of donte 
fat be my treuf e .1. will Je nouht be-wreye 
Now quod fe first ]?ou woste wele we be tueye 824 

_ And tueyne of vs schal stronger bien fan one 
Looke whan he is sett and fat anone 
Arise as f ou woldest wif him pleye 

And .1. schal renne him foruhe fe sides tueye 828 

Whiles fat f ou stroglest wif him in game 
And wif fi dagger loke f ou do f e same 
And f anne schal al f is golde departed be 
My dere frende be-tuex me and f e 832 

Than maie we bof e oure lustes fulfiUe 
And pleie att dees riht att oure owen wiH: 
And f us accorded bien f e schrewes tueye 
To sle fe fredde as ^e herd me seie 836 

f is ^ongest whiche fat went to f e toune 
Ful oft in hert he roUef vpe and doune 
f e bewte of f es floreines newe a7id briht 
O iorde quod he if so were fat .1. myht 840 

Al f is tresore winne to my self alone 
fere is no man fat leuef vnder fe throne 
Of god fat schold leue as mery as .1. 
And att fe last fe fende oure enemye 844 

Put in his f ouht fat he scholde poyson bye 
With whiche Ke miht sleyne his felawes tueye 
For whi f e fend fonde him in suche leueynge 
That hadde leue him to soiwe bringe 848^ 
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For fis was vtterly his en tent 

To slene hem. boJ?e and neuer to repent [leaf 179, back] 

And forfe he go]?e JSTo longer wold he tarye 

In-to fe tonne vn-to a potecarie 852 

And preide him Jjat he wold him seH 

sum poyson fat he myht his rattes qweH 

And eke fere was a polkat in his hawe 

fat as he seide his capons hadd y-slawe 856 

And seide he wold wreken him if he myht 

Of vermyn fat destruyed him be nyht 

The potecary anseward f ou schalt haue 

A f inge fat als god my soule sane 860 

In al f is werlde f er nys no creature 

fat eten or drunke haf of f is confecture 

^N'ot hot f e mou?itance of a corne of whete 

fat he ne schal anone his lif for-lete 864 

3e sterue he schal and fat in lesse while 

fan f ou wolte gone hot a pace not hot a myle 

This poyson is so stronge and so violent 

This cursed man haf in his hande yhente 868 

f is poysen in a box and sef en he ranne 

In-to f e next strete vnto a man 

And borwed him large hotels f re 

And in f e tueyne f is poyson poured he 872 

f e f redde he keped clen for his drinke 

For al f e nyht he schop him to swynke 

In cariynge of f e golde out [of] fat place 

And whan f is ryetoure wif sory grace 876 

Hadde filled wif him his grete boteles f re 

To his felawes a3eine repairef he 

What nedef it to sermon f er-of more 

For riht as f ei had kast his def e to-fore 880 

Eiht so f ei haue him sleyne and fat anone 

And whan fat f is was done fan spak f e tone 

^Nowe lat vs drinke ayid sitte and make vs merye 

And afterward we woUen his body berye 884 
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And efteward it happed him percas 

To take pe hotel per-in J?e poyson was 

And drange and 3aue his felawe drinke also 

For whiche anone pei storuen hope tuo 888 

Bott certes .1. suppose pat Aucyenne 

"Wrote neuer in no canon ne in no fenne 

No wonder sorwes of enpoysonynge . 

Thus hadde pes wriches tuo here endeinge Deaf iso] 892 

Thus ended huen pes homicides tuo . 

And eke pe false empoysonere also 

cursede sinne ful of cursednesse 

traitoures homicideres o wikkednesse 896 

. glotony . luxurye o hasardye 

Jpou hlasphemer of crist wip velanye 

And opes grete of vsage and of pride 

Alas mankinde ho we may it hetide 900 

Thereto pine Creato^^r whiche pat pe wrouht 

And wip his precious hlode pe houhte 

Thowe ert so fals and so vnkinde alas 

]^owe good men god for-3eue 30we 30ure trespas 904 

And war 3owe fro pe sinne of Auarice 

Myne holy pardon may 30W al warissche 

So pat 3e ofer nohles oper sterlinges 

Opere elles siluer spones hroches or ringes 908 

Bowep 3owre heued vnder pis holy huUes 

Commep vpe 30 wives and offer 3oure woUes 

3oure name .1. entre here in my roUe anone 

In-to pe hlisse of heuen schole je gone 912 

.1. 30 we assoile he myne hihe pouere 

Je pat woUen offere as clene and eke as clere 

As 30 weer home and sires lo pus .1. preche 

And ihesu crist pat is oure sowles leche 916 

So graunt 30we his pardon to receyve 

For pat is hest .1. wil 30 we nouht deceyve 

Bot sires o worde for-gat J. in my tale 

.1. haue Eeliques and pardon in my male 920 
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As faire as any man of yngelonde 

Whiche were me y^eue be f e popes honde 

If any of 30W wil of deuocione 

Oiferne and liaue myne absolucione 924 

CommeJ} for anone and knelej) adowne here 

And 3e schal haue my pardon fat is dere 

Or elles take]? pardon as je wende 

AH newe and frishe att euery tonnes ende 928 

So J>at 3e offren alwei newe and newe 

!N"obles and pens whiche pat bien good and trewe 

It is an honnr to eueryche J?at is here 

Jjat 3e maye haue a suffisaunt pardonere 932 

To assoile 30W in contre as .1. ride 

For aventures whiche J)at mai be-tide 

For paraduenture pere maie fal on or tuo peaf i8o,backi 

Donne of his hors and breke his nekke a two 936 

Looke whiche a surte it is to ^owe al 

J3at .L am in 30ure felischipe yfal 

J?at maie assoile 30we bojje more and lasse 

Whan ))at jje soule fro pe body passe 940 

.1. rede fat oure oste schal beginne 

For he is most envolupte in sinne 

Co??imeJj forfe sire oste and offer first anone 

And Jjou schalt kisse re relikes euery ch one 944 

Je for a grote vnbokel anone \\ pnrce 

Nay nay . haue .1. fan qwod he cristes curce 

I^at be qwtvd he it schal not be so feiche 

fon woldests make me kisse pine olde breche 948 

And swere it were a relike of a seint 

Jpouhe it were wif pi foundement depeint 

Bot be cros pat seint Elyne fonde 

.1. wold .1. had pi coylons in myne honde 952 

In stede of relikes oper of seyntuarie 

Let cutt hem of .1. wil pe helpe hem carie 

Thei schott be schryned in an hogges torde 

This pardoner answerd nouht a worde 956 
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So wrof e he was he nold no worde seie 

Nowe quod oure oste .1. wil no longer pleie 

Wijj fe no w\p none ojjer angre man 

Bott riht anone Jje worfi knyht be-gan) '960 

Whan fat he sawhe fat al fe peple louhe 

'Ko more of fis for it is riht y-nouhe 

Sire pardoner be meri and glad of chere 

And 3e sire oste fat bene to me so dere 964 

I pray ^owe fat ^e kisse f e pardonere 

And pardoner .1. praie f e fat f ou drau f e nere 

And as we dide now late vs lauhe and pleie 

Anone f ei kisse and reden forf e f eire weye 968 

Explicit fabula questoris f 
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lUaipit prolOgUS ion Uafim, bac1c'\ 

BOt fan spak oure Oste vnto Maister schipman 
Maister qwod he ta vs summe tale tel 36 can 
Where-withe ^q myht glad al f is company 
If it were ^oure pleseinge .1. wote wele sekurlye 4 

Sertes qwod f is Schipman a tale .1. can teH 
And Jjefr]-fore herkenef hyderward how fdt J. wil spett 

J2xplic^Y prdogUS. 
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Incipit fabtila Naute 



AMarchant whilom dwelled att sein Denys [leaf isij 
Tliat riche was for whiclie men helde him wys . 
A wif he hadde of excellent beaute 
And compinable and reuerent was sche 
Whiche is a jjinge fat causef more dispence 
Then worpe is al pe chier and renerence. 1196 
That men haue done att festes or at dannces 
Suche Salutacions and cowntenaunces 
Passep as dope pe schadowe on a watt^ 
Bot woo is him pat paie most for att 1200 

The Cely husbonde algates he must paye 
He moste vs elope and vs araie 
Al for his owen wo[r]schip richelye 

In whiche araie we dauncen lolylye 1204 

And if pat he nouht maie paraduenture 
Or elles luste no suche to endure 
Bot penkep it is waste and yloste 

pat mot anopere payen for owre coste 1208 

Or leue vs golde and pat is perilous 
This noble marchant helde a noble hous 
ffor whiche he had al daye grete repaire 
fFor his largenesse and for his wif was faire 1212 

That wonder is ? bot herkenep to my tale 
Amonges al his gestes grete and smale 
Ther was a monke a faire man and a bolde 
.1. trowe . a perte wynter he was of olde 1216 

That euere in one was draweinge to pe place 
This 3onge monke pat was so faire of face 
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Aqweynted was so wij) pis goodman 

Sejjen fatt her first knowleche began 1220 

That in his hous as famylier was he 

As it is possible any frende to be 

And for als muchel as fe good manne . 

And eke fis nionke of whiche fat J. be-ganne . 122$ 

Were bojje tuo borne in o vilage 

Jje monke him clayme as for cosinage 

And he a3eine he seij) nouht ones naye 

Bot was as glad Jere-of as foule of daye 1228 

ifor to his herte it was a grete plesauwce 

Thus bene J>ei knytt wif eterne alliaunce 

And ilke of hem gan ojjer to assure 

Of broperhed whiles pat Jjeire lyue male endure . 1232 

ifre was dan lohn and namely of dispense [leaf isi, back] 

As in pat hous and ful of diligence 

To do plasance andidso grete Costage 

He nouht for3ate to 3eue pe lest page 1236 

In al pat hous bot after here degre 

He jaf pe lorde and sepen al pe meyne 

"Whan pat he cam sum maner honest pinge 

ffor whiche pei were al gladd of his eomynge 1240 

As foule is feine whan, sonne vprisep 

'No more of pis as now for it sufiisep 

Bot so be-fel pis marchant vpon a daie 

Schope him to make rede his araie 1244 

Towarde pe toune of Brugges for to fare 

To byen pere a porcion of ware 

ffor whiche he hape to parische sent anone 

A messagier and preide hape dan lohii 1248 

Thas he scholde come to seinte Denys and pleye 

Wip him and wip his wif a dai or tweye 

Are he to brugges wente in al wise 

pis noble Monke of whiche J. 3owe deuise 125^2 

Hap of his Abbot as him lust lycenc 

Be-cause he was; a man of hihe prudence 
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And eke an Oficere oute for to ride 

To se here graunges aund her bernes wide 1256 

And vnto Seint Denys he comef anone 

Who was so welcom as my lorde dan lohne 

Oure dere Cosyn ful of Curtasye 

y^i\k him brouht a lubbe of Maluese 1260 

And eke anofer ful of goode vernage 

And volatile as aie was his vsage 

And fus .1. lete hem ete and dringe and pleie 

J)is marchant and his monke a daie or tweie 1264 

The f red daie Jjis Marchant vp he risef 

And on his nedes sadly him a-visej) 

And vp in-to his counte hous gope he 

To reken wi]? him-self wel maie be 1268 

Of Jjilke 3ere howe fat wij? him stode 

And howe fat he despended had his goode 

And if pat he encresed were or none 

His bokes and his bagges many one 1272 

He leype be-for him on his counteingborde 

iful riche was his tresore and his horde 

ffor whiche ful fast his counterhous dore he schette [leaf i82] 

And eke he nolde no man schold him lette 1276 

Of his accomptes for Jje mene time 

And pus he sitte til it was passed pnme 

Dan lohn was resen in pe morne also 

And in gardyn wakkep to and fro 1280 

And hape his pinges seide deuoutly 

This good wif cam walkinge pn'uely 

Tn-to pe Gardeine per he walkep soft 

And him Saluep as sche hap done oft , 1284 

A maiden childe cam in hire compaignie 

Whiche att hir lust maie gouerne and gye 

ffor ^it vnder pe 3erde was pe maide 

O dere Cosyn myne dan lohn sche saide 1288 

What eyleype 30we so rape to rise 

JSTece qwod he hit ouht ynouhe sufiise 

LANSDOWNE 459 (6-T. 170) 



SIX-TEXT 171 

GROUP B. § 4. sHiPMAN*s TALE. Lansdowiie MS. 

.V. lioures to slepe on a nyht 

Bot-it were for an olde palled knyht 1292 

As ben fes wedded men fat ly and dare 

As in a forme sitt alweie an hare 

Were al for-strauM wif houndes grete and smale 

Bot dere nece whi be ^e so pale 1296 

.1. trowe certes fat oure good man 

Hajje 30we labourde sef en fe niht be-gan 

That jowe were nede to resten hastelye 

And wi]) fat worde he louhe fill merelye 1300 

And of owen f ouht he wex rede 

Jpis foire wif gan to sake hire hede 

And seide f us ? 30 god wote al qwod sche 

IsTay cosyne myne it stant nouht so wif me 1304 

ffor be fat god fat 3af me soule and life 

In al f e reme of fraunce is fere no? wif 

fat lesse lust haf e to fat sori pleie 

ffor .1. maie singe alace and weilewaie 1308 

fat J. was borne bot. to no whight qwod sche 

Dare .1. nouht teH howe it stant wif me 

Wherefore .1. f enke oute of f is londe to wende 

Or elles of my-selfe to make an ende 1312 

So fol am .1. of drede and of care 

This monke be-gan vpon f is wif to stare 

And seide alace my nece god for-bede 

That 30 for any sorwe or for any drede 1316 

ffor-do 30wre self, bot tellef forfe 3oure gretfe [leaf 182, back] 

Paraduenture .1. maie in 30ure meschieffe 

Counsel or helpe and f er-fore tellef me 

Aft 30wre annoy3e for it schaH be secre 1320 

ffor on my portos .1. make an oothe 

fatt neuer in my lif fof^leue ne lothe 

iN'e schal .1. of no counsel 30 we be-wreye 

The same a3eine to 30we J. seye 1324 

Be god and be f is portos .1. swere 

Jjouhe men wolde me al to peces tere 
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ISTe schal J. neuere for to go in-to heft 

Be-wreye a worde of jjinge fat me teft 1328 

'Not for no Cosinage ne alliance 

Bot verreyly for loue and affiance 

Thus hue fe sworne and here vpon kist ^ 

And ekke of hem tolde of ere what hem lust 1332 

Cosine qiiod sche if .1. had a space 

As .1. haue none and namely in fis place 

fan wolde .1. tel a legent of my lyue 

What I haue sufferd sefen .1. was a wive 1336 

Wife myne husbande alf eihe he be ^oure cosine 

Nsij quod f is monke be god a7id be seint Martine 

He nys no more cosine vn-to me 

Than is fe leue fat hangef on fis tre 1340 

.1. clepe him so be seint e denise in fraunce 

To haue f e mor cause of acqueyntance 

Of JO we whiche .1. haue loued specialye 

Abouen al wemmen sekurlye 1344 

This swere .1. no we on my professiouii 

Tellef joure greue lest fat he come a-douii 

And hastef jowe and go joure weie anone 

My dere loue quod sche o Donn lohn 1348 

fful leue me were fis counsel to hide 

Bot out it mot it maie longer abide 

Myne husband is to me f e werst man 

Jpat euer was sefen fe werlde began 1352 

Bot sefen .1. am a wif it sitte nouht me 

To telle no wyght of oure prmete 

l!^eyf er a bedde ne in none of er place 

God schelde .1. scholde tel it for his grace 1356 

A wif ne schal nou3t seine of hire husbande 

Bot aft honoure as .1. kan vnder-stonde . 

Saue vn-to ^owe fus muche tel .1. schaH [leaf iss] 

As helpe me god he ne is nouht worfe att aft 1360 

In no degre f e value of a fiie 

Bot 3it me greuef most his ^N'ygardrye 
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And wele 36 wote ]?at we7?Miien naturellye 

Desiren fmges seven as wel as .1. 1364 

\)ey wolden fat husbondes scholden be 

Hardy . and wyse . riche . and fer-to fre 

And buxnm to his wif and fresche a bedde 

Bot be fat ilke lorde fat for vs bledde 1368 

fibr his honour miself to araie 

A sonday next .1. must p^ye 

And hundref frankes or elles .1. am lorne 

3it were me leuer fat .1. were vnborne 1372 

The me were done a sclander or velanye 

And if myn husbonde eke myht a-spye 

.1. were bot lost and perefoie .1. 3owe preye 

Lene me fis somme and elles mot .1. deye 1376 

Dan lohn .1. seie lene me fis hundref frankes 

Parde .1. wil nouht fail f e my f onkes 

If fat 30W lust to do fat J. 3owe p7-eye 

ffor att a certeyne daye .1. wil 3owe peye 1380 

And do to 3 owe w^hat plesance and seniise 

Jpat .1. male do riht as 30 we lost deuise 

And bot .1. do god take on me vengeau?zce 

As foule as hadde Genyloii of fraunce 1384 

This gentil monke ansew^erd in fis manere 

J^owe trewly myne owen ladi dere 

.T. haue quod he on 30 we so grete a rowf e 

J?at J. 30we swere and pliht 3owe my troufe 1388 

Jjat whan 3oure husbond is to iiaundres fare 

.1. wil deliuer 30we owet of fis werldes care 

ffor .1. wil bringen 30we an hundref frankes 

And wif fat he cauht hire be fe schankes 1392 

And here enbraced harde and kissed ofte 

Gofe nowe 3oure weie quod, he al stil ^nd soft 

And latt us deyne as sone as euer we maie 

ffor be my chilinder it is pnme of fe daie 1396 

Gofe nowe and be as trewe as .1. schal be 

jSTowe elles god for-bede sir quod sche 
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And forfe sche gofe as gelous as a pye 

And badde fe cokes fat fei scholde hem hilie 1400 

So fat men myht dyne and pat anone [leaf iss, back] 

Yp to liir hnsbond is Jjis wif gone 

And knokkejj att his Counter boldely 

Que la qwod he peter it am J. 1404 

Qz^od sche whatte howe longe wil je fast 

Howe longe time wil 3e reken and kast 

Joure sommes 3oure bokes and 30ure pinges 

The deuel haue part on al suche rekenynges 1408 

3e hai^ y-nowhe parde of goddes sonde - 

Comme doune to dale and latte joure bagge stonde 

I^e be 3e nouht aschamed ]?a[t] dan lohn 

Schal fastinge al pis daye Elenge gone 1412 

What latt vs here Masse go we dyne 

Wif q2«od pis man litel canstowe deuyne 

The Corious besines pat we haue 

ffor of vs chapmen so god me saue 1416 

And be pat lorde pat called is seinte Ive 

Scarsely amonges tuelue tweyne schoUen priue 

Continuly lasteynge vnto oure age 

We maye wele make chiere a7id good visag 1 420 

And driue forpe pe werld as it male be 

And kepen oure estate in pr/uete 

Til we be dede or elles pat we pleie 

On pilgrenage or gone out of pe weye 1424 

And pere-fore haue .1. grete necessite 

Vpon pis qweinte werlde to avise me 

ffor euer more we must stonde in drede 

Of happe and fortune in myne chapmanhede 1428 

To flandres wil .1. go to morwe att daye 

And Come a^eine as sone as euer y maye 

ffor whiche my dere wif .1. pe be-seke 

As be to euery wyht buxum and meke 1432 

And for to kepe oure goode be curiouse 

And honestly gouerne wele oure house 
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J)ou liast ynouhe in euery manere wyse 

J?at to a Jjrefte husbonde may . suffise 1436 

])e lakkej) none array . ne no vitaile 

Of siluer in fi puree fon maist noii3lit faile 

And wijj fat worde his counter dore lie schett 

[ no gap in the MBJ\ 1440 

And liastely a messe was fere seide 

And spedely Jje tables wer ylaide 

And to fe dener fast fei hem spedde 

And richely j?is monke fis chapman fedde [leafisi] 1444 

And after dener Dan lohn Soburlye ^ 

This chapman tok aparte al pnuely 

He seide him f us Cosyn it standej) so 

}?at wele .1. se to bfugges wil 3e go 1448 

God and seinte Austine spede 30we and guyde 

.1. praie 30we Cosin wisly fat 3e ride 

Gouernef 30we also of 30wre dyette 

And temparaly . and namely in fis hete 1452 

Be-tuex vx tuo nedef no strange fare 

ffare wel cosin god schilde 3owe fro care 

If any finge fere be be daye or be nyht 

If it lye in my power and my myht 1456 

fat 3e me wil co9>zmand in any wyse 

It shal be done riht as 36 wil devise - 

f inge er fat 3e go if fat it male be 

.1. wolde praie 30W fpr to lene me 1460 

An .C. frankes for a weke or tweyne 

ifor certeine bestes fat .1. most bye 

To store wif a palas fat is owres 

God helpe me so .1. wolde fat it were 3oures 14G4 

.1. schal nou3ht fail surely of my dale 

^ote for .a .M. frankes a myle waye 

Bot lat fis finge be secre .1. 30we preie 

[ J, no gap in the MS.'\ 1468 

And fare nowe wele myne owen Cosine dere 
Graunt Mercy of 3oure cost and of 30ure chere 
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This noble Marchant gentilli anone 

Ansewarde and seide o kosine Dan loRue . 1 472 

I^owe sekerly jjis is a smaH request 

Mi golde is ^oures whan fat 3011 lest 

And !N'ouht onely my golde hot my Chaffare 

Take]) what 30we lest god scheld fat 3e spare 1476 

Bot finge is ^e knowe it wele y-nowhe 

Of chappemen fat her mony is hir plonhe 

We may creance whiles we haue a name 

Bott goldelesse for to be is no game 1480 

Payejje it a^eine whan it life in 3oiire ese 

After my myht ful feine wod .1. 30 w plese 

}5es .0. frankes he fette forf anone 

And prmely he toke it to dan lohn 1484 

iN'o wyght of al f is werlde ne wiste of f is lone 

Saueynge f is Marchant and dan lohn alone . 

Thei dranken and Eomen^ and pleye [^ or Roiuen] [if is*, bk] 

Til fat Dan lohii Eidef to his Abbei 1488 

The morwe cam and forf e f is marchant Eidef 

To flanders-ward his prentis wele him gydef 

Til he cam in-to bruggQ merily . 

IS'ow go-fe fis marchant fast and besily l4i>^ 

Aboute his nedes and bif e and creanncef - 

He neyf er pleyf e att f e dyes ne danncef 

Bot as a Marchant schortly for to teii 

He letef his lyf and fere .1. late him duett 1496 

The sonday next fis marschant was agone 

To seinte Denys y-co/?imen was Dan lone 

Whiche crowe and berde fresehe and newe schaue 

In al f e house f er nas so litel a knaue 1500 

IS^Q no wyght elles fat he nas feyne 

fPor my lorde Dan lohne was comen a3eine 

And schortly to her pointe for to gone 

])\s faire wif accordef to dan lohii 1504 

And for fis .C. frankes he scholde al nyht 

Haue hire in his armes bolte vpriht 

LANSDOWNE 465 (6-T. 176) 



SIX-TEXT 177 

GROUP B. § 4. shipman's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And ])is accorde parformed was in dede 

In merj)e al nyJit a besi lif Jjei lede 1508 

Til it was daie pat Dan lohfl went his weie 

And badde j>e meny3e fare wele and haue good daie 

ffor none of heme no wight in pe tonne 

Hajje of dan lohii riht none suspecione 1512 

And forpe he ridejj home to his abbeie 

Or wher him list no more of him J. seye 

This Marchant whan pat ended was pe faire 

To seint Denyse he gan to repaire 1516 

And wip his wif he makep fest and chere 

And tellep hire pat chaffer is so dere 

JDat nedes most he maake a chenesance 

ffor he was bounden in a requenysance 1520 

To paye .xx. M. schildes anone 

ffor whiche pis marchant is wont to gone 

To borwe of certeine frendes pat he hadde 

A certeine and so?/2me wip him he ladde 1524 

And whan pat he was comen into pe tonne - 

ffor grete chere and grete affeccione 

Vn-to Dan lohii him first gope to pleie 

IlTouht for to borwe of him no money e 1528 

Bot for [to] wite and see of his welfare [leaf i85] 

And for to tellen him of his chaffare 

As frendes done whan pei be mette in fere 

Dan lohii . him Makep fest cmcZ mery chiere 1532 

And him tolde a3eine fill specially 

Howe he hadde bouht ful wele and graciously 

Thonked he god al hole his Marchandise 

Saue pat he must in al maner wise 1536 

Maken a cheuesans as for his best 

And pan he scholde be in loye and rest 

Dan . Anseward certes .1. am feyne 

J?at 3e in hele be comme home a3eine 1540 

And if pat .1. were riche as haue .1. blisse 

Off .XX. M. scheldes scliold ^e nouht mysse 
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ffor. je so kindely fis of ere daie 

Lent me gold and as .1. kan . and male 1544 

.1. fonke 30 we be god and be seint lame 

Bot . najjeles .1. toke vn-to owre dame 

Joure wif att home fe same golde a3eine 

Ypon 30ure benche sche woote . it wele certeine 1548 

Be certeyne tokenes fat .1. can bire teH ^ 

Nowe be joure lene .1. male no longer dueH 

Oure Abbote wift oute of f is tonne anone 

And on liis company most .1. gone ' 1552 

Grete wele oure dame myne owen nece swete 

And faire wele dere cosine til we mete 

This Marchant wif fat was ful war and wise 

Creanced hafe and eke paide in parisshe 1556 

To certeyne lombardes rede in hire hande 

The summe of golde and gatte of hem f e bande 

And home he gof e mery as a papenioye 

ffor wele he knewe he stode in suche araie 1560 

fat nedes most he winne in suche a viage 

A .M. frankes aboue al his costage 

It wif ful rede mett him att f e gate 

As sche was wonte of olde vsage algate 1564 

And al fat nyht in merf e f ei be sette 

ffor he was riche and clerely oute of dette 

Whane it was daye f is Marchant gan embrace 

His wife al newe and kist hir on hire face 1568 

And vpe he gof e and makef e it wonder touhe 

E*o more qwod sche be god 30 haue ynowhe . 

And wantonly a3eine wif him sche pleide [leaf i85, back] 

Til att fe last fis Marchant seide 1572 

Be god qwod he .1. am a litel wrof e 

Wif 3owe my wif al-f ouhe it be me lof e 

And wote 3e whye be god as fat .1. gesse 

ffor 3e haue maade a maner strangenesse 1576 

Be-twex me and mj Cosyne Dan lohii 

3e scholde haue warned me ar .1. hadde gone 
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that he had 36 we an .C. frankes payede 
Be rede token and he him helde yuel apaide 1580 

ffor Jjat .1. to him spake of cheuesaunce 
-Me semed soo as be his countenawnce 
Bot nafeles be god heuen kinge 

.^ Jjouht nouht to axe of him no finge 1584 

.1. praie fe wif ne do no more soo 
Til me alweie are fat .1. fro fe goo 
If any dettowr hafe in myne absence 
Ypayde fe lest foruhe ]?i necligence 1588 

I myht him axe a finge Jjat he hajje paide 
This wif was nouht aferde ne affraide . 
But boldely sche seide and fat anone 
Mary, y dify fat fals monke dan lone 1592 

.1. kepe nouht of his tokenes neuer a dele 
He toke me certeine golde f is "wote .1. wele 
J)at ivel fedom on his monkes snowte 
ffor god it wote .1. wende wif-outen doute 1596 

J5at he it had y3eue me be cause of ^owe 
To do fere-wife myri honure and my prowe 
ffor Cosinage eke and for bele chere 

Jpat he haf hadde ful often time here 1600 

Bot sef en J. see ,1. stonde in suche disioynte 
.1. wil answere 30ue to f e poynte 
Je haue mo slakker dettores fan am J. 
ffor .1. wil paie jowe wele and redelye 1604 

ffro daye to day and if so be . fat .1. faile 
J. am 30ure wif score it on my taile 
And .1. schal paie as sone as euer y maie 
ffor be my troufe .1. haue on myne araye 1608 

And nouht on waste bestouede euerydele 
And for .1. haue bestowed it so wele 
To 30ure honoure for goddes sake .1. saie 
As be nouht wrof e bot lat vs hauhe and pleye . 1612 

3e schoUen my . loly body haue to wedde [leaf 186] 

Be godde .1. wil nouht paie 30 we bot in bedde 

LANSDOWNE 468 C^-T. 179) 



SIX-TEXT 180 

GROUP B. § 4. shipman's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

ffor-3eue it me myne oweu spouse dere 

Turnefe Mder-warde and make]) better chiere 1616 

This Marchant seyhe J?er was no better remedye 

And for to chide it nere hot folye 

Sefen J?at fe Jjinge maie nouht amended be 

E^owe wif he seide and .1. for-3eue it fe 1620 

Bot be ])i life ne be no more so large 

Kepe bette my goode J?is 3eue J. fe in charge 

Thus endejj nowe my tale and god vs sende 

Toyleynge ynouhe vnto oure lyues ende 1624 

Explicit fabula iNaute. 
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Incipit prologus Priorisse 

Ion leaf 186^ 

"WTTele saide be corpus dampnus seide oure Oste 

T T !N'owe longe mot fou seile be pis coste 
Sire gentil Maister gentil marinere 

God 3eue fe monke a .M. last quade ^ere 1628 

A ha felaus be]?e war of suche a lape 
The monke put in pe mannes hode an ape 
And in his wives eke be seint Austine 
Draue]) no monkes more vnto 3oure inne 1632 

Bot nowe passe ouere & lat vs seke aboute 
Who schal nowe telle first of al pis route 
Anoper tale and wip pat worde he seide 
As curteysly as it hadde bue a maide 1636 

My lady Prioresse be ^oure leue 
So pat .1. wist .1. scholde 30W not greue 
.1. wolde deme pat ^e telle scholde 

A tale next if so were pat 30 wolde 1640 

j^ow wil 3e vouche-saue my lady dere 
Gladly qwod sche and seide in pis manere 
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[No breaks in the MS between the stanzas,] 
Incipit Priorisse ffabula 

[The FrologueA 

Olorde oure lorde })i name howe mervelouse 
Is in jjis large werlde y-spredde quod sch.e 
ffor noujt onely J)i loude preciouse 
Pa;-fornied is be men of dignite 1646 

Bot be pe moujje of childern J>i bounte 
Parformed is for on oure breste soukeinge 
Some time scbewen pei fine beriinge 1649 

Wbere-fore in loude as .1. kan beste or maie 

Of f e and of pe white lylye floure 

Wliicbe pat pe bare and is a maide alweie 

To tel a story e .1. wil do my labowr peaf ise, back] 1653 

J^oubte pat .1. maie encrese bif* honour 

ffor scbe bir^ self is bonowr and per-to Eote 

Of bounte next hire sonne of soules bote 1656 

IF moder maide o maide moder fre 

busche vnbernde bernynge in Moyses siht 

}?at rauisched doune fro pe deite 

Jjoruhe pine humblesse pe gost pat in pe aliht 1660 

Of whos verteu whan he in pine hert aliht 

Conceyued was pe faders Sapiens 

Helpe me to tel it in pi reuerence 16^3 

IF Lady pine bounte and pine Magnificence 

pine vertue and pi grete humilite 

J)ere maie no tunge expresse in no science 

ffor sum time ladi ar men preye to pe 1667 

Thou gost be-forne of pine benyngnyte 

And getest vs pe liht poruhe pi praiere 

To guyden vs vnto pi son so clere 1 670 
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IT My konnynge is to wayke o blisful qweene 

ffor to declare fi grete worf inesse 

j)Bk J. ne may fe weyht nouht sustene 

Bot as a cMlde of twelmofe age or lesse 1674 

J?at can vnnejj any worde expresse 

Eiht so fare .1. and ferefore .1. 30"we preye 

Gyde]) my songe J)at J. schal of 30we seye 1677 



[THJS TALE.] 

Ther was a Ce in a grete Cite 
Amonge cristen folk and lewre 
Su[s]teynde be a lorde of fat contre 
ffor foule yser and locre of velany 1681 

Hatteful to criste and to Ms compaignye 
And Jjoruhe f e strete men miht ride or wende 
ffor it was and open at euere ende 168i 

IF A litel folke of cristen folke pere stode 

Doune att J?e ferfer ende in whiche Jjere were 

Childern an hepe commen of cristes blode 

fat in fat scole 3ere be 3ere 1688 

Lerned f e doctrine as men vsed fere 

f is is to seie to singen and to rede 

As smale cbildern done in here childehede 1691 

IF Amonge f es cbildern was a wedow sonwe 

A litel clergeon vj. 3ere of age 

pB,t daye be dale to scole was Ms wonne 

And eke also where he sawe fe ymage [leafis-] 1695 

Of cristes modere had he in vsage 

As him was tauht to knele adonne and sale 

His Aue marie as he gof e be ,fe weie 1698 
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IF Thus hafe fis wedowe hire lytel childe tauht 

Oure blisfol lady cristes modere dere 

To worschipe aie and he for-3at it nouht 

ffe Cely childe wil al daie sone lere 1702 

Bot aie whan .y. remembre me on ]jis Matere 

Seint Nicholas stant euer in my presence 

ffor he so 3onge to criste dide reuerence 1705 

f This childe is litel booke lerenynge 

As he satt in J?e scole att his pr/mere 

He alma redemptoris herd singe 

As childern lerned hir Antiphanere 1709 

And as he durste he drouhe him nere ajtd nere 

And erkened aye fe wordes and Jje note 

Til he ]je first vers cou]) al be rote 1712 

IF jN'onht wyste he what ]je latine was to seie 

£For he so jonge and tender was of age 

Bott on a daie his felawe he gan preie 

To expoimen J?is songe in his langage 1716 

Or tellen whi fis songe was in vsage 

This preide he him to constrewe and declare 

fful oft time vpon his knees bare 1719 

If His felawe whiche Jjat elder was |)an he 

Ansewarde his Jjus fis songe .1. haue herd seie 

Was maked of oure blissed ladi fre 

Hir to salue and eke hir to preie 1723 

To bene oure helpe and socour whane we deye 

.1. can no more expounde in J?is matiere 

.1. leren songe .1. can bott smalt gramere 1726 

IT And is J?is songe maad in reuerence 

Of cristes moder seide fis Innocent 

N^owe certes .1. wil do my diligence 

To konne it ar cristenmes be went 1730 
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Jjoulie jjat .1. for my pnmer sclial "be schent 

And schal be beten fries in an oure 

J. wili. it coMie oure lady for to hononre 1733 

f His felawe tauht him homward prmely 

fro day to day til he coujje it be rote . 

And Janne he songe it wele and. boldely 

ffro warde to warde accordeinge to fe note [leaf i87, back] 1737 

Jjreys on a daye it passed poruhe his frote 

To scoleward and homwarde when he went 

On cristes moder sette was his entent 1740 

IT As I haue seide foruhe oute fe lewrye 

Thisr litel Ghilde as he cam to and fro 

fful merily J?an wolde singe and crye 

On alma redemptoris euer mo 1744 

The swettnesse hafe his herte perced so 

Of cristes moder fat to hire to preie 

He can nouht stinte of singinge be fe waie 1747 

% Owre ferst foo je serpent Satanas 

J?at hajje in lewes his waspes neste 

Vjgswal and seide O Ebrayke peple alas 

Is J?is a finge to ^owe fat is honest 1751 

J)at suche a boye. schal walken as. him lest 

In 30ure and singen of suche sentence 

Whiche is a^eines ^oure lawes reuerence . 1754 

IF ffro fens forf f e lew^s han conspirede 

This Innocent of fis werlde to chace - 

In homicide haunt f ei f ^?'e-to huyrede 

one That in a leye hadde a p?^me place 1758 

And as f e childe gan forby for to pace 

This cursed lewe him hente and hejde fast 

And kutte his frote and in a pute him cast — - 17G1 
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IF I sey pat in a wardrope f ei him drewe 

Where as J?is lewes purgen entraile 

cursed folke o herodes al newe 

What may 30ure yuel tent 30ue availe 1765 

Morder wil cute certein . it wil nouht faile 

And namely fere honure of god schold sprede 

The blode oute crief on 3oure cursed dede 1768 

IT martire soundede to virginite 

Now maiste Jjou singe folowinge euer in on 

The white lombe Celestial quod he 

Of whiche jje grete euawngelist seint lohii 1772 

In Pathmos wrote whiche seife fei fat gone 

Be-forne his lombe and singe a songe of new 

Thet neuere flexly wemmen fei knewe 1775 

This pouer wedoVe waytef al fat nyht 

Affter fis litel Childe bot home cam he nouht 

for whome alsoune as it was dales liht 

Wif face pale for drede a/zc^ besy fouht [leafiss] 1779 

Sche hafe att scole and elles where him souht 

Til finally sche gan so fer asspye 

Jpat he was sey3en last in fe lewrye 1782 

IF Wif moders pyte in hir breste enclosed e 

Sche gofe as sche were halue oute of mynde 

To euery place where sche haf supposed 

Be liklyhed hire childe to finde 1786 

And euer on cr[i]stes moder meke and kinde 

Sche cried and att fe last fus sche wrouht 

Amonge fe cursed lewes sche him souht 1789 

If Sche freynej? and sche preife pitously 
To euery lewe fat duelled in filk place 

[ , no gap in the MS.] 

Thei saiden naie bot ihesus of his grace 1793 
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3aue in her jjouht in wij? a litel space 

fat in fat place after her sowne sche cried 

Thare lie was cast in a putte be side 1796 

IT O grete god fat parfourmed fin laude 

Be mouf e of Innocence Lo here f i myht 

This gemme of chastite f is emeraude 

And eke of Marterdom f e ruby briht 1800 

jpere he wif f rote ycorue leie vpriht 

He AJma redemptoris gan to singe 

So longe fat al fe place gan to ringe 1803 

f The cristen folke fat f oruhe f e strete wente 

In Camyne to wonderne of f is f inge 

And hastely fei for f e prouost sente 

He cam anone wif-outen any tarylnge 1807 

And herief crist fat is heuen kinge 

And eke liis moder honoure of mankinde 

And after fe lewes lete he binde 1810 

IF This childe wif pitons lanlentaciou7^e 

Vp taken singeinge his songe al weye 

And wif honoure of grete processioune 

Thei Carien him to fe next Abbey e 1814 

His modere swoneynge be f e here laye 

Vnnef myhte f e peple fat was fere 

This newe rachel bringe fro his here 1817 

IF Wif torment and wif schamful def e ilkone 

This prouost dofe fes lewes for to sterue 

That of f is morder wist and fat anane 

He nolde none suche cursednesse obs^>ue. ^1821 

Euel schal haue fat yuel wil deserue [leaf iss, back] 

There-fore wif wilde hors he did him drawe 

And after fat he hinge him be fe lawe 1824 
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% Ypon pis bere ay lyej) J>is Innocent 

Be-forne Jje chief autter whiles Masse last 

And after pat pe Abbot wif> his Couent 

Hadde spedde hem for to burye him. fast 1828 

And whan fei haly water on him cast 

And 3it spakke J?e ^hilde whan spreynt was fe holy water 

And songe alma redemptoris mater 1831 

IT This Abbot whiche pat was a,n holy man 

As monkes be or elles ouhten to bee 

pis 3onge childe to coninre he gan 

And seide o dere childe J. hailese pe 1835 

Be vertue of pe holy Trinite 

Tel me what is pi canse for to singe 

Sethen pi prote is kette att myn semeinge 1838 

IF My prot is cutte vnto my nekke bone 

Saide pis childe and as be waie of kinde 

.1. scholde haue deyed longe time agone 

Bott ihesu criste as ^e in bokes finde 1842 

■\Vil pat his glori last cmd hue in mynde 

And for worschipe of his moder dere 

3ette may .1. singe O Alma loiide and cle[re] 1845 

IT This wel of Mercie cristes moder swete 

.1. loued alweie as after my cowinge 

And whan pat .1. my lif scholde iete 

To me sche camme and badd me for to singe . 1849 

))is Antime verrely in my mynde deynge 

As 3e hauQ herd and whan pat J. had songe 

Me pouht sche laide a greyne vpon my tonge 1852 

IT Wher-for .1. saie and singe most certeigne 

In hbnour of cristes moder fre 

Til of my tonge of taken is pe greyne 

And after pat seide sche pus to me 1856 
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My litel childe no we wil .1. feche fe . 

Whan fat }?e greine . is fro. fi tonge ytake 

Be nouht agast .1. wil ]je nouht for-saake jl859 

IT This Holy monke fis Abbot him mene J. 

His tonge oute cauht and toke awey fe greyne 

And he 3af vpe fe gost M softly 

And whan fe Abbotte hadde fis wondere seyne 1863 

His salte teres strikled donne as reyne. peatisg] 

And gruffe he fel al platte to fe grounde 

And stiH he laie as he had bene ybotinde 1866 

The [Couent] Eke ley vpon ]?e pament 

"VVepeinge and heriinge- Cristes moder dere 

And after Jjei rise a,nd forfe been went 

And toke aweie Jjis raarter fro his here 1870 

And in a tombe of Marbk stones clere 

Enclosen fei his lytel body swete 

There he is nowe god lene ys for to mete 1873 

3onge hewe of Lincolne sleyne also 

Wi]) cursed lewes as it is notable 

ffor it nys bot a litel while a-goo 

Preye eke for vs we sinful folke vnstable 1877 

}Oat of his Mercie god so merciable 

On vs his grete mercie niultiplye 

ffor reuerence of his moder Marye 1880 

Explicit fabula priorisse . 
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[No hreaks in the MS bettoeen the stmizas,'] 

Incipit T^rolOQus de Thopas. Lon ieafis\i] 

Whan seide was J?is tale euery man 
As sober was fat wonder was to se 
Ti pat oure Oste lape heganne 

And fan att erst he loked vpon me . -^^ ^^^* Chaucei-' 

And seide fus- what man ert J?ou qtiod he 
Thou lokest as fou woldest finde an hare . „ 

ffor euer vpon jje gronnde .1. se fe stare 1887 

Appr[o]che nere and loke merely 

Nowe ware 30we sires and latt J)is man liaue place 

He in J>e waste is schapen as wele as .1. 

This were a popet in armes to enbrace 1891 

ffor any womman smal and faire of face 

He semejje eluysche be his countenance 

[ no gap in the MS,] 1894 

Say nowe sumwhat sefen ofere folke hafe seide 

Tel vs a tale of merf e and fat anone 

Oste quod .1. ne be nouht yuel apaide 

ffor ofer tale certes can I. none 1898 

Eot of a rime .1. lerned longe agone 

Je fat is good qvod he shal we here 

Summe deyntef f inge me fenkef be his chiere .1901 

Explicit pr(?iogus. 
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Incipit fabula. 

[No hreaJcs in the MS between the stanzas.] 
[Fitte /.] 

LEstenef e lordes in goo[d] entent 
And J. wil tel verraiment 
Of Miracle and of solace . 1904 

Al of a knyht was faire and gent [leaf isg, back] 

In Bataile and in tnrnament 
His name was. sir Thopas 1907 

.1. -borne lie was in fer contre 

In ilanndre al be3onde ]?e see 

Att Poperinge in Jje place . 1910 

His fader was a man ful fre 

And lord he was of fat cuntre 

As it was goddes grace 191^ 

Sir Thopas was douhty swayne 

White was his face as a peyndemayne 

His lippes reede as roose 19t6 

His rode is like scarlet in greyne 

And .1. 3owe tell in goode certeyne 

He hadde a semely nose . 1919 

His here his herde was lyke safrown 

}?at to his gerdel ranht a doune 

His schone of cordeweyne 1922 

Of brugges was his hosen broune 

His roob was of Ciclatoune 

jDat cost mony a layne 1925 

LANSDOWNE 480 (6-T. 19l) 



SIX-TEXT 192 

GROUP B. § 8. SIR THOPAs. Laiisdowiie MS. 

He coujje hunt att wilde dere 

And ride on haukeinge for fe reuer 

Wijj grey goshauke on honde 1928 

Therto he Avas a good archere 

To werstelynge was per none his'pere 

Jpere any man scholde stonde 1931 

fful mony a maide briht in boure 

J3ei morne for his paramonre 

whane ])ei were bette to slepe 1934 

Bot he was chast and no lichoure 

As swete as is J?e brembel fioure 

J)at berefe Jje rede hipe 1937 

And so befel vpon a daie 

ffor sojje as .1. 30 we telle maie 

Sir Thopas wolde oute ride 1940 

He worfe hup on his stede grey 

And his honde a laucegaie 

A longe swerde be his side 1943 

He pn*kej) J?oruhe a faire fore[st] 

Ther inn is mony a wilde best 

5e bofe bukke and hare . 1946 

And as he prikef I^orfe and est [leaf looj 

I telle 30we him hadde almest 

Betidde a son care . 1949 



Ther' springen erbes grete and smale 

The lycoris and jfe Setuale 

And mony clowe gilofre 1952 

And l^otmuges to putte in ale 

"VYhefer it be moiste or stale 

Ore for to ley in Cofre 1955 
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The Birdes singen it is nouht naye 

The sparhauke and J?e popehiaye 

fat ioye it was to here 1958 

J)e Jjrostelkoke maade eke his laye 

J?e wode dowfe vppon fe spraye 

Sohe songe ful loude and cleie 1961 

Sire Thopas feH in louelongeinge 

An[d] whanne he herde ]?e frosteH singe 

And pnTied.as he ware woode 1904 

His faire stede in his prikeinge 

So swette fat men myht him wringe 

His sides were al blode , 19G7 

Sire Thopas eke so wery was 

ffor prekinge on fe soft gras 

So fers was his corage 19,70 

fat doune he laide him in fat place 

To maken his stede sum solace 

ffor he was so sauage 1973 

A seynte Mary henedicite 

What eylef f is lone att me 

To bynde me so sore 1976 

Me dremed al f is nyht pa/*de 

Ane Elfe qvene schal my lelnman be 

And slepe vnder my gore 1979 

Ane Elfe queene wil .1. loue .y-wisse 

ffor in f is worlcB no womman is 

Worf i to be my maake 1982 

in tonne 
Al of er wemmen .1. forsake 
And to an Elfe queen .y. me betake 
Be dale and eke be doune 1986 
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In-to Ms sadel he cam anone / 

An(J iprikej) ouere stile and st^e 

Ane Elfe qwene for to aspye . 1989 

Tyli he so longe hafe ryden a7id gone [leaf loo, back] 

That he fonde in a prme wone 

The Cuntre of faire . 1992 

So wilde 
ffor in J?at Contre was fere none 
[ . . ^' . 710 gap in the MS.^ 
Keyfer wife ne childe 1996 



Til him fer came a loly geante 

His name was cleped sir Olyfannte 

A parlous man of dede 1999 

He saide childe be termagaunt 

Bot if ]?ou wilte prtke oute of myne haunte 

Anone .1. slee J?i steede 2002 

wij) mace 
Here is J?e queen of faire 
WiJ) harpe and pipe and simphene 
Dwellinge in pis place . r 200.6 



The childe so most J. fe 

To morne wil .1. mete pe 

When .L haue my^e armor 2009 

And :^it .1. hope par ma feie 

That fat pou schalt wiJ) fis laiince leie 

Abine it ful sore . 2012 

Thoruhe fin mawe 
Schal .1. perce .If J. mate 
Or it be fiille prime of daie 
ffor here foil schaH be slawe 2016 
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Sir* Thopas drowhe a baK fill fast 

This Geant att him stones cast 

wte of a feH staf slynge 2019 

Bot a faire ascapejj childe Thopas 

And aH it was foruhe goddes gras 

And f oruhe his Mre beringe 2022 

Jit listenej) lordes to my tale 

Meryer fan fe nyhteyngegale 

ffor nowe J. wil 30W rowne 2025 

Howe sir Thopas wij) sides smale 

Prekeinge oner doune and dale 

Is come a3eine to toune 2028 

His mery men comanded he 

To make him bof e game aitd gle 

ffor nedes most he fiht 2031 

wij) .0. Geant wijj hedes free 

ffor p«?'amoure cmd lolyte 

Of one fat schote ful briht 2034 

Done come he seide myne mynstrals 

An gestours for to tel vs tales 

Anone in myne armeinge 2037 

Of Komans fat bene Eoial^ [leaf 191] 

Of Popes cmd of Cardinals 

And eke of lone longeinge 2040 

Thei fet him first f e swete wyne 
[ 



2043 

i , ... no gap in the MS.\ 

And lykhirhers and eke Comyne 

Wif sugre fat is trye 2046 
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He dide next his white lire 

Of Clojje of lake fyne and clire 

A breche and eke a acliart 2049 

And next is schert an Aktoii 

And ouer ]?at an haherioun 

ffor perceynge of hi^ herte 2052 

And ouere fat a fine hauberke 

Was al y-wrouht of lewes werke 

fful stronge it was of plate 2055 

And ouer ]?at is cote Armowr 

As white as is a lely floure 

In whiche he wole debate . 2058 



His schelde was al of gold so redo 

And fere in was a bores hede 

A Charbokel be side 2061 

And fere he snore on ale and brede 

That f e Gyant schulde be dede 

By-tide whatt be-tide 2064 

His lambes were of que^eboly 

His swerde schef e of Ivory 

His helme of Latouw briht 2067 

His Sadefi was of Huel bone 

His BrideH as pe sonne schone 

Or as fe mone so liht 2070 

His spere was of fine Cypres 

J5at bedej) werre and nofinge pes 

Thede ful scharpe y-gronnde 2073 

His sted was al dappel greye 

Hite enamble by f e weye 

fful softly and rounde . 2076 
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In londe 
Lo lordes myne here a fitte 
If 36 wil any more of it 
To tel it wil .1. fonde 2080 



[Fitte IL] 

Nowe lialdejj 3oure monfe p<5f?' Cliarite 

Eoje knyke a7id lady free 

And herkenejj to my spelle . . 2083 

Of Bataile and of Cheualry [leaf i9i, back] 

And of ladys loue drery . 

Anone J. wil jowe teH 2086 

Men speke of Eoma/is of prise 

Of home Childe and of Ipose 

Of Beuys and sir Guy 2089 

Of sir Libeus and plendamour 

Bot sir Thopas he here]) J?e fioure 

Of Eoial Chiualry 2092 

His goode steede al he he-strode 

And forfe vponliis weye he glode 

As sparkeles oute of f e hronde 2095 

Vpon his creste he bare a toui'e 

And peiMn stiked a lyly fioure 

God schelde his corps fro schonde • 209.S 

And for he was a knyht aunterous 

He wolde slepen in none hous 

^ot lygen in his hode 2101 

His briht helme was his wangere 

And by him baitej? his dextrere 

'Of erbes fine a72d good 2104 
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no gcqj in the MSJ] 2108 
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^ Incipit prdogus 

NO mor of J)is for goddes dignite [<>» lea/m, back-] 

quod onre ost foure fou makest rao 
So wery of ])i lewdenes 

J5at also wissely god me Wis 2^112 

Myn eres ake of fine darsti speche 
Nowe suclie a rime J>e deuel .y. beteche . 
This mai be wele ryme dogerel 

whie so quod .1. whie wilt fou lette me 2116 

More of my tale fan a nof ei' man 
Sefen it is fe best rime .1. can 
By god . quod he pleinly .1. fe scie 

Thou schalt no langer rime here to daie 2120 

Thou doste nouht elles bot dispendes tim<B 
Sire att o worde f ou schalt no longer rime 
Late see whef er fou canste teH ouht in geste 
Or- tell in prose sumwhat att fe lest 2124 

In whiche fer be sume merfe & some doctrine 
Gladle quod .1. be goddes swete pine 
.1. wil 30we teH a litel finge in prose 
fat auht lyke 30 we as .1. suppose 2128 

Or elles certes 30 be to daungerous - 

It is a morale tale vertuouse peaf 192] 

Al be it tolde sum tyme in sundre wise 
Of sundre folke as .1. schal 3owe deuise 2132 

As f us 3e wote eue?y eua?/ngelist 
That tellef ys of ihesu crist 
iN'e saif e nouht al f inge as his felawe dof e 
Bot ^N'afeles hei^ sentence is al sojje 2136 

And aLaccorden att here sentence 
Al be f ai^e in her tellinge difference 

LANSDOWNE 488 (6-T. 199) 



SIX-TEXT 200 

GROUP B. §9. THOPAS-MELiBE LINK. Lansdowne MS. 

ffor somme of ]ie??zme seine more & somme seine lesse 

Whan fei his pitous passion expresse 2140 

.1. mene of Mark . Matheu . Inke . & lohii 

Bot dontles her* sentence is al one 

There-for lordeynges al .1. 30we be-seche 

If fat 3e Jjinke .1. varye in my speche 2144 

As J)us . If fat .1. telle sum what more 

Of prouerbe^ fan 30 haue herde to fore 

Comprehendit in fis litel tretis here 

To enforce wif fe effect of Mi Matiere 2148 

And fouhe J. nade fe same wordes saye 

As 3e hane herde 3itt to al 30 we .1. preie 

Blameb me nonht for as my sentence 

3e schol nouht finde muche difference 2152 

ffro the sentens of f e tretys lenyte 

After fe whiche fis Mery tale .y. write 

And Herken whatt .1. schal seye 

And lett me tale .1. preye 2156 
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\^There are no line-nnnihers or 'breaks hef/ween the paragraphs in 
the MS, , Tyrwhitfs Ireahs are hept here to prevent slight 
differences in the Six Texts throwing out tnany lines.'] 

[Lansdotone MS 851, on leaf 192.] 

Hie incipit fabula de Mellybeo per Chaucer. 

[2157] 

A3onge man wliilom ealled Mellibe. Mihte. & riche 
be-gate vpon his wyf. fat called was. Prudence, 
a doubter which was cleped Sapience .// 
[2158] vpon a daie fel fat he for his disporte 
is went in to pe feldes hi?7i to pley f [2159] His wife 
& eke his douhte?* hafe he laft wif-in his hous . of 
whiche Jje dores were fast yschett. [2160] Ponre of his 
olde foos haue it aspied . And setten ledders to J?e walles 
of his hbns. & be fe wyndows entred [2 161] & 
beten his wif & wounded his doubter with .v. 
mortale woundes in .v. sundre places [2J62] IT. This is to 
seye . in here fete in hire hondes in hire eres & in hire 
iLose & in hire moufe. And laften hir for dede & 
wenten here wey. 

[2163] IT Whan . Mellibeus returned was a3ein i7i to his 
hous. & sauhe al pis meschief IF He ylike a mad man 
rentynge his elopes gan to wepe & crye . 

[2164] Prudens his. ^H Prudence his wif as ferforp as 
.sche dorst . be-souht him of his wepeinge for to stinte [2165] 
HBotnot for-pi he gan to wepe &crie. euer pe lengeer pe more. 
[2166] pis noble wif prudence remembrep her^ 
on pe sentence of Guide . In his boke^ pat cleped is pe 
remedie of loue. where he seipe. [2167] He is a. foole 
pat - distorblep pe modere for to wepe in pe depe of hii^ 
childe . til sche haue wepped hire fil as fo]^certeine time . 
[2168] Tlian schal a man done his diligence wip 
amyable worded . hir^ to recomford . & to preier her' of 
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liere wepeinge for to stinte [2169] f For whiclie resone fis 
noble prudence suffurd hir^ liusbond for to wepe 
& crie for a certeine space. [2170] f And whan sche 
sauhe.liire time sche seide him in fis wyse/,/ Alas my. 
lorde quod sche . 'whie maake 30iire self for to be like a 
fole. [2 1 71] IT For sothe it aperteignef not to a wiseman. 
To maak snche a sorwe [2172] If Joure donhter wi]? 
fe grace of god schal be warissched & ascape || [2173] And al 
were it so riht nowe sche were dede. 36 ouht 
not as for hire defe ^oure self to destruye , [2174] H Senec . If senec. 
seijje . fe wiseman schal nonht tak to grete discomford for 
]je defe of his childer. [2175] hot certe he scholde 
^nffere it in pacience. As wele as he Abide]) f^ def 
of his owen propre person. 

[2176] H ])is Millibeus ansewarde a-none & seide 
IF "What man quod, he scholde of his wepeinge stinte pat 
hape so grete a cause for to wepe. [2177] Ihe.9u criste 
owre lorde him self wepped for j)^ dep of Lazarus his 
frende [2178] IT Prudence ansewardf certez wele .1. wote 
atempre wepeinge is nouht defended vnto him pat 
sorwful is a-monge folk of sorwe . Bot it is rajjer graunted 
him to wepe [2179] If J?e Apostle paule vn to fe 
Eomaynes write)?. // Man schal reioyse wij) hem pat hem pat 
maken ioyef & wepe wip suche folke as wepen. [2180] 
IT Bot pouhe atempre wepeinge be grrmnted f Outrageous 
wepeinge certes is defended. [2 181] IT Mesurable wepeinge 
schold be considered after pe lore pat techep vs Senec 
[2182] IT Whan pat pi frende is ded lat nouht 
pine yen to moiste bien of teres f ne to muche drye IF Al 
pouhe pe teres commen of pine yen . lat hem nouht fallen 
[2183] IT And whan, pou hast for-gone pi frende .L rede pou 
do pi diligence to gette pe a nother. And pis is more wysere 
pan to wepe for pi frende pe whiche pat pcu hast lorne f 
For per inne is no boote [2184] IT And pe/'fore if pe 
lust to gouerne pe be Sapience Putte awaie sorwe fro 3oure -. 
hert. [2 1 3 5] Eemembrep 30we pat* Ihesu Sirak. saipef 
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A man fat is ioyus & gladde in liertf it him con- 
serue]? florischeinge in his Age . Bot sopely Sorweful hert 
Makef his bones drye [2186] IT He seij?e eke fusf 
J}at sorwe in hert. sleefe mony a man. [2187] Sa- 
lamon seife fat riht as mouhtes in fe schepes fies 
anoyef to Jje clofes An fe smale wermes on ]?e tres vn 
to fe fruyte f Eiht so anoyfe sorwe vnto fe hert/./ [2188] 
Wherfore we ouht as wele in fe dej>e of oure childerne f as 
in fe losse of oure godes temperel f IF Haue pacience. 

[2189] Eemembre 30we vp5n ]je pacient IT lob. 
whan he hadde lost his children & his temperel sub- 
stance. And in his ^bodi endured & suifred mony a 
greuous temptacionzf 3it seid he ])us. [2190] IT Owre 
lorde quod he 3aue it me . oure lorde ha]j be-raft it me . 
Eiht so as oure lorde haj?e wolde f riht so be it done . y- 
blissed be fe name of oure lorde [2191] IF To ]?is afor 
finges Melibius ansewerd to his wif Dame prudence. 
Al j)i wordes quod he bien soJ>e & fer-to pro- 
fitable. Bot trewely Min hert is trobled wif fis sorwe 
so greuously fat .1. note what to done. [2192] IT Late cal 
quod prudence fine trewe frendes al f & fin lignage 
whiche fat bien wise f telle hem fin caas & herken what 
f ei seine in cor^seilinge f And 3owe gouerne fere after here 
sentence /./ [2193] Salomon seife •IT worche al fi finge 
be counsel f & f ou schal neuer repent . 

[2194] Than be fe conseil of his wif dame Prudence. 
Melibeus lete callen a grete congregacione of folke 

[2195] [ no gap] olde&3onge. And 

somme of his olde e^znemys recor/siled as be her semblant 
in to his loue & in to his grace. [2196] And fer-wif-al 
cam S07nm.Q of his neihbours fat dide him 
xeuerence more for drede fan for loue as it happef 
oft [2197] ^ fare commeth also ful mony a subtile flatreres 
and wise aduocates lerned in f e lawe. 

[2198] And whan ^is folk togeder assembled were 
This Mellibeus in sorwful wise schewde hem fis cas. 
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[2199] And by ]?e manere of speclie he bare 
i?^ bis berte a cruel ire rede to do venge- 
ance vpon bis foos f // And sodanly desired fat 
werre scbold / beginne [2200] IF Bot napeles jit axed be 
counseile vpon fis niate[re] [2201] ^ A Surgeane / be 
licence / & assent of suche as were wise vp rose vn 
to Melibews & seide as je maie bere. 

[2202] Sii^ qaod be as to vs snrgeans apperteyne]? 
to euery wbigbt fe best fat we can wbere as we 
be wijj-bolde & to oure pacience fat we do no 
damage. [2203} Tber-for it bappef mony time & oft. 
fat wban tuo men bafe euerycbe wounded ofere one 
same surgean belef bem bof e . [2204] Wberefor vnto 
oure arte it is noubt pertinent f to noriscbe werre ne parties 
to supporte [2205]' Bot certes as to fe warissbeinge of 
joure doubtere be it so fat scbe is perilously, 
wounded . we sbold done so entenfuUy be signes fro daie to 
nybt fat wif fe grace of god scbe scbal be sou?zde & 
bole as sone as it is possible [2206] IF Al men 
in fe same wise ansewarden &. fe Pbesiciens. saue 
fei seiden a fewe wordes more [2207] ^ Tbat ribt 
as Maladise bene beled be bire contraries /./ Eibt so scbal 
men warissbe werre be vengeance [2208] bis neyb- 
hour ful of envyef// His feyned frendes fat semed 
reconsiled. bis flatrers [2209] maden semblant of 
wepeinge empaired & engreged mucbe . of bis matiere 
in preiseinge gretely /./ Melibeus of mybt of pouere of 
ricbes Ss of frende .;; Dispiseinge f e powere of bis 
aduersaries. [2210] & seiden outerly fat be anone 
scbolde wreken bim on bis ennemys & be-ginne werre 

[22 11] Yp rose fan an Aduocate fat was wise & seide 
be leue & be counseile of of er fat were wise . & seide . 
[2212] Lordeinges fe nedes for wbicbe we bene assembled 
in fis place is a ful beuy finge. & an bibe matiere 
[2213] because of fe wronge & of fe wikkenesse fat 
bafe be done. And eke be reson of fe grete. damage 
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in time comynge . bien possible to fal for f is same 
cause. [2214] & eke ^be reson of fe grete ricbesse & 
power of fe parties bofe. [2215] For wbicbe resouns 
it were a grete perile for to err en in fis matiere [2216] 
IT Wbere-fore Milebeus ]?is is onre senteiQce f We counsel 
3owe a-boue al J?inges Jjat ribt anone fou do fi 
diligence in kepeinge^of j?i propre persone in suche [a 
wise] fat ]?ou he wante none aspie . ne to T^ache fine bodie 
for to saue. [2217] IT And after fat we counseile fat fou 
setten in fine hous sufficeant garnyson so fat fei maie 
f i body also wele as fine hous defende. [22 18] IT Eotte certes 
for to meve werre ne sodanly to done vengeance 
we maie noubt deme in so litel time fat it were profit- 
able. [2219] wherefore we Axen leyser & space to haue 
dehberacion in fis caas to deme [2220] IF Fot fe comune 
prc>uerbe seif fus IT He fat sone demef sone schal 
repent [2221] IT And eke men seine fus IF That ilke Ingge is 
wise fat sone vnderstondef a matter f & lugefe b[y] 
leyser^ [2^222] IF For al-be-it so.f fat a tariinge be a-noyeful . ■ 
Algates it is not to reproue iii ^eueinge of luggement ne in 
vengeance takeinge. whan it is suffisant & resonablei 
[2 2 2 3]. IF And fat schiV^de oure lorde ihesu cr/ste be en- 
sample . For whan fat womman was taken in 
aduoutre & was browhte in his presence to knowe what 
schal be done wif hire persone IF Albeit so fat he wist 
wele him selfe what fat he wold onsewere . 3ete ne wolde he 
ansewere sodanly bot he wold haue deliberacione . And 
in fe grounde he wrote twyes. [2224] And be fis 
cause we axen deliberacione. And we schal, fan by 
f e grace of god counseile f e fo finges fat schallen be 
prc>fitable 

[2225] vp stert fan fe jonge folke att ones 
And f e most partie of fat co??^paignie haf e scorned fis olde 
wise man. & begonnen to maken noyce & seiden 
[2226] riht so IF Al fe while fat Iren is hote men schold 
smyte. Eiht so men schoide wreken here wronges whiles^ 
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fat fei bne frisclie & newe H And wij) loude voice Jiei 
criden . werre . werre . 

[2227] Vprose one of fe olde wise. <fe 
wij} his honde he maade a countenance pat pei behold 
holde hem stil f and 3euen hem audience [2228] 
IT lordeinge quod he fere is ful mony a man pat 
criejj werre. werre. pat ^!^oote ful lytel what pat werre 
amountep // [2229] Werre att his beginynge hap so grete 
an entringe & so large f pat euery wight maie entren 
whan him likep And lyhtly finde werre. [2230] Bot 
certes to whatt ende pat scbal pere-of "l^e-falf it is note 
lyhtly to knowe [2231] IT Whan pat werre is ones 
begonne . per is ful mony a childe vnborne of his nioder 
pat schal sterue 3onge be cause of pilke werre . Opere elles 
leue in sorwe & deye in wrechednesse , [2232] % And 
pere-fore or pat any werre be-ginne men most haue 
grete conseile & goode deliberacion . [2233] IT Aiid whan 
pis olde man wende to enforcen his tale be resouii. 
welnyhe al att ones bygonne for to rise to breken his 
tale . & biden him ful oft of his wordes to abrigge // , 
1^2234] For sopely he pat p/^echep to hem pat lust 
nouht his wordes iie his se?^mon hem he anoyep. [2235] 
For ihesus Sirak seipe. That Musike in wepeinge is 
anoyus pinge . Thus muche it is to seine As much anoyep to 
spek to-forne folke to wiche his speche annoyep as * it is 
for to singen be-forne him pat wepep . [2 236] IF And whan pis 
Wiseman sawhe pat him wanted audience al schamfast 
he sett him doune a-^eine [2237] For Salomon seipe pere 
as pu mai haue none audience enforce pe nouht 
to speke. [2238] I. see wele quod pis wiseman pat pe 
comen prouerbe is sope f pat good counseile wantep 
whan it is most nede. 

[2239] IT Jitte hadde pis Melebeus in his conseile many 
folke pat [ ... 720 gap^ conseilled him prme pinge . 
An counseld him pe contrarie in general audience . 

[2240] Whan mellibeus hadde herde pe grettest 
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partie of his coz^nseile were accorded fat lie schold make 
werre . A-none he consentid to here counselynge . And full 
affermed to he[re] sentence [2241] IF Than dame Prudence 
sauhe howe Jat hire hosband schope hime 
for to wreke him on his foosf & to Ibe-ginne werre Sche 
in fuH humble wise whan sche sauhe hire time Saide 
him in Jis wordes [2242] IT Mi lorde quod sche .1. 30we 
beseche as hertly as .1. dar & can / ne haste jowe nouht to 
fast And Afore al guerdouns jeuef me audience . 
[2243] For Pers Amphons sai]?e .0. who so dojje pe 
goode ojjer harme haste pe nouht to qwyten it. For 
in Jis wise ]?i frende wil abide And ])ine ennemy schal 
Jje langere leue in drede f [2244] The prouerbe seipe J?^ he 
hastejje him wele Jjatte wele can abide . And in wikked hast 
is no profite . 

[2245] This Melibe ansewerd to his wyf prudence f 
I. pwrpos nouht quod he to wirke be Ji counseile ffor 
mony causes & resons f For certes eue?y wight wold 
hold me pan a foolef [2246] IT This is for sooif^e. If .y. 
for pin counsellynge wolde chaunge finges pat buen 
ordeined & affermed be so mony a wysef [2247] Sec- 
undiy .1. saie jjat al wemmen Men pikke & none 
goode of hem alle . ffor of a . Jjousand men as sei]?e Salomon 
.1. fonde good man hot certes of alle wemmen 
fonde .1. neuere good womma?^ [2248] IT And Also certes if 
.1. gouerned me be Jji counseile it schold seme pat .1. hadde 
.y.-3if to pG ouer me pe maistre. And god forbede J?at 
it so were [2249] ^ For Ihesus Sirake. seipe. If pe 
wif hape pe maistre sche is contrarius to hir husbonde . 
[2250] 5r And Salomon, seipe. neuere in pi lif. to pi 
wif ne to pi childe ne to pi frende ne ^eue none powere 
ouer pine selfe f For better it were pat pine childern asken 
of pine persone pinges pat hem nedep . pan pou 
pi self in pe handes of pine childerne . [2251] And also if .L 
wil worche be pi conseillynge . Certes my conseil 
most som time be secre til it wer time pat it must be 
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knowef And fis ne may nouht be dof [2252. For it is 
written, * j>e langlerye of we??znien can Hde [only] Jjinges 
Jjat fei wote nought' [2253] Furthermore, the philo- 
sopher saith, ' in wiked counsel, wemmen venquysej? men ; ' 
and for these reasons I ought not to make use of thy 
counsel. {See Prudence's ansioers to Reasons 4^5, heloiv.)] 
[2254] IT Whan dam pruden ful dehonarly & 
[with] al pacience hadde herd al fat hire husbond 
lyked for to seye ./ Than axe sche of him licence for to 
speke . And seide in f is wise . [2255] Mi lorde quod sche f 
as to 30ure first reson it male lyhtly bne 
ansewerd . ffor .1. seie . -it ne is folye to chaunge 
counseil. whan fe Jjiuge is chat^ngede or elles whan 
Jje finge seme]) o])erewise fan it semed a-forne 
[2256] And more ouere .L sale, peihe pat 39 haue 
sworne & behijt to performe 30ure empnse. [and 
natheless ye weyve to performe that same emprise] 
Be luste cause men schold nouht seine perefore pat 3e were 
a lyere ne for-sworne [2257] IF ffor pe booke seipe pat pe 
wise man makep no leseinge when he tornep his corage to 
pe betters [2258] IT An if it so be pat ^3oure empr/se be 
establisshet & ordeined be grete multitude of folke 3it 
parre pe nouht accomplise pilke ordinance bot 3owe likep f 
[2259] IT For pe treupe of pinges & pe profit bene 
rather y-founde in fewe folke pat bien wise and ful of 
resotine pan be grete multitude of folke pere euery man 
criep & claterep what hem likep f Suche 
multitude is nouht honest. [2260] And as to pe secund 
reson . Where as 3e seine pat al we?72men bene wikke . 
saue 30ure grace i for certes 36 dispisen al wemmen in pis 
wise . And he pat aH despisep . aH pinge him despisep as seipe 
pe boke.// [2261] And Seneca, seipe who pat woH haue 
sapience schalt no man despise . Bot he schal gladly teche pe 
science pat .1. kan . wip-oute presu??2pcion or pnde . 
[2262] And suche pinges as nou3 can he 
schal not be ascamed to leren hem f & to enqueren of lesse 
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folke fan of him self f [2263] And sire pat fare haj? 
bue many a goode ^omman maie lilitly be proned 
[2264] IF Certes sire oure lorde ihesu crist nold 
neuere haue descended, to be borne of wow2man if al 
we7?zmen hadde be wikke. [2265] And after fat for 
fe grete bounte fat is in we?mnen ©nre lorde ihesus 
■whan he was resen fro defe to Ijf f he appered rafer to 
we^mnen fan he dide to his aposteles [2266] And fouhe 
fat Salomon seif . he ne fonde neuer womman 
goode. It foulowef nouht fere-fore fat al wemmen be 
wikke [2267] IF For fonhe fat he no fonde no good 
womman. Certes mony a nofer man haf founden 
many a womman ful goode & trewe . [2268] Or elles 
perauenture f e entente of Salomon was f us i That as in 
souereine^ bounte he fonde no womman [2269] H fis is to 
seie fat fe?'e is no wight fat hafe parfite bounte 
saue god alone f as he him self recordef in his euaun- 
gelistef [2270] ffor fere ne is no creture fat him 
ne wantef sumwhat of f e perfecczon of god fat is his 
maker^ [2271] IF The fred reson is fis IT ^e seie fat if 
3e gouerlCk, ^oue be my counsel f it scholde seme fat 36 
hadde 3eue to me f e maistre . & f e lordeschipe of 3oure 
personef [2272] Siref saue 30UTe grace it is nouht so IT For 
if so were fat noman scholde be conseiled hot only 
of hem fat hadd lordeschip & Meistre of his person. 
Men nold nou3t be cownceilled so oft. [2273] For sofely 
filke man fat axef counsel of a purposf 3it hafe 
frewiH wefer he wil do after fat counseil or 
nof [2274] IT And as to 30ure ferfe reson. fere as 3e 
seine fat f e langlerye of wemmen can hide f inges fat 
f ei wote nouht . As who seif e f fat a womman kan nouht 
hide fat sche wotef [2275] sire fes wordes buen vnder- 
stonde of we???.men fat bien langlers & wikkedf 
[2276] of whiche we??zmen Men seine fat fre f inges 
driuef a man oute of his house IT fat is to seie . Smoke . 
-dropeinge of Eeine ? & wikked wyues . [2277] ^ And 
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of suche we??2meii seife Salomon . pat him were better duelle 
in desert . J?an wip a womman pat is reyetous . [2278] And 
sire be 3oure leue pat am noubt .1. [2279] For 3e haue ful 
oft assaide my grete silence & my grete pacience. And 
eke bowe wele pat .1. can bide . & bele pinges pat 
men onbten sekerly to bidenf [2280] If And forpe as to 
30ure fift resonef wber as 3e seie pat in wiked coun- 
sel we??zmen venquysep menf Gode wote pilke ^reson 
stondep bere in no stedei [2281] IT Eor vnder-stondep no we 
3e ax conseil for to do wikkednesse . [2282] And if 3e wil 
wirke wikkenessef & 3oure wife restreynep pilke 
wikked pzw'posf And onere-cowme 3owe be resoii & be 
goode cozmsel. [2283] Certes 30we wif onbt raper* to be 
preised pan to be blamed. [2284] Tbis scbold 36 vnder- 
stande pe Pbilosofre pat saipe. In wikked conseile 
we??zmen venqniscbed ber busbondes. [2285] And pere 
as 3e blame al wemmen & bere resons .1. scbal scbew 
30116 be monye ensamples pat mony wemmen ban 
bien ful goode & 3ut buen-^IT An bere consel bolsome 
&' p?'ofitable [2286] eke: Sommen baue seid pat 
coz^nselinge of wemmen es eiper to dere or elles to 
lite of pnse [2287] IF Bot al be it so pat ful mony a 
womman is badde. & bire consel vile & not worpe. 
3it bape men founden mony a goode womman . & ful 
discrete & wise in co2mselinge. [2288] IT Lo lacob porube 
pe good counsel of bis moder^ Eebec /./ wban be badde . pe 
benyson of bis fader . & pe lordscbip ouere al bis breper . 
[2289] IF ludipe porube bire good^^ counsel deliuerd pe Cite 
of Bupbilie in wbicbe scbe duelte oute of pe bande of 
Olifernce pat bit besegedf & wolde baue al destruyed 
it. [2290] IF Abegayle deliuer iJ^abal bire busbonde fro 
dauid pe kinge pat wold baue sleyne bim & apesed 
pe ire of pe kinge be bire witte & be bire good counseil- 
inge. [2291] Ester be bire counseile encbauncede 
gretlye pe peple of god in pe reigne of Assur 
[22923 IF And pe same bounte in goode conselinge of 
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mony we??zineii mai men tett [2293] IF And for]?ere more 
whan J)at owre lorde liadde created Adam onre forme fadere. 
lie seide in ]?is wise [2294] it is noulit good to bue a, 
man alone Maake we an helpere semblable to bim 
selff [2295] Here male ^e see J?at if fat wemmen 
were noubt goode & here connseile goode & profitable f 
[2296] oure lorde god of beuen ne wold neyfer baue wrouht 

bem ne called bem pe helper of man . [ 

. .] [2297] IT And pere seide ones a clerk in tuo vers. 
What is better fan golde. lasperf what is better fan 
lasper. wisdome. [2298] And what is better fan wisdome 
Womman/./ And whatt is bester fan womman. fat is a good 
womman. nofinge. [2299] IF And sire be monye of of ere 
resons may 36 seen fat mony wemmen ben goode. 
& eke here conseile goode & profitable also [2300] IF And 
f erf or sire if ^e wil trust vnto mi coz^nsel .1. schal restore 
3oure doubter hole & sounde. [2301] and eke fat .1. wil done 
to 30we so muche fat 3e schal baue honoure in f is caas 

[2302} IT whan Melibe hadde herde f e wordes of his 
wif Prudence, he seide fusf [2303] That fe 
wordes of Salomon is sof e f for he seif e fat f e wordes fat 
buen spoken discretelye be ordinance bien honye combes f 
For fei 3eue swetnesse to fe soule & holesomenesse 
to f e bodye f [2304] And wif be cause of f i swete 
wordes & eke for .1. baue prouede & assaide fi grete 
sapience & fi grete trewfe .1. wil gouerne me be fi 
consel in al f inge 

[2305] IF Nowe . sire quod Dam Prudencje & ^ef en 36 
vouche sauf to be gouernde. be my counsel .1. wil en- 
forme 30we how fat 3e schal gouerne 30ure selue In cheseinge 
of 30ure counselours . [2306] IF ?e schol first forme al 3oure 
werkes mekely . besecheinge to f e hihe gode fat he wolde 
be 30ure. ^consellowr. [2307] And schapef 3owe to suche 
entent fat he 3eue 30we consel & comforte as tauht 
Thobe to his son [2308] Att ail times fou schalt blisse 
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god & prei Lira- to dressen fine weies . And loke also fat 
J)i counsele ben in him for euermore. [2309] IT Seint 
lame seife if any of 3 owe liane nede of sapiens aske 
it of god [2310] IF And afterward fan scliolne 90 take 
connsel in 3oiire self And examine wele 30ure owen wittes. of 
snclie finges as 30we fenkef fat is teste for 30Tire profit 
[23 11] IT And fan sclial 30 driue fro 3onre liert 
fenges fat bene co/itrarious to good conseli. [2312] 
fat is to so seie . Ire . conetise . & hastenesse . 

[2313] IT First he fat askef counsel of him self certes 

he most be wif -on ten ire [ . , [2314] 

no gap in the MS.] & wrathe in 

him-self f He wenef al waie fat he male do f inge fat he 
male nonht do f [23 15] And secundly he fat is yrous 
& wrofe he may nouht wel [ . . . [2316] . . . 

, no gap iti the MS.] counsel [2317] IF fe 

fredde is f^sf fat he fat is Irons & wrofe as seife 
Senec ne male non3t speke bot blame-ful finges. [2318] 
And wif filke vicious wordes f he stiref of ere folke to 
angur. & to Ire. [2319] IF And eke sir 3owe most drede 
couetise & put it oute of 30ure hert . [2320] IF For f e Apostel 
seife f fat Couetise is fe rote of al harmes [232 i] IF And 
trustef riht wele fat a couetouse man can nou3t deme ne 
finke bot only to fulfil f e ende of his couetise f [2322] And 
certes fat mai neuer be acomplised IF For euer 
fe mo abundance fat he hafe of riches fe more 
he desiref . [2323] IF And sir 30ue most also driue oute 
of 30ure herte hastifnesse [2324] For certes 30 hiaie 
not deme for 36 best A sodan fouht fat fallef in 
30ure herte Eot 30W mot aviso on it ful oft. [2325] 
For as 30 haue herde here-be-forne f f e commune prouerbe 
is f is . That he fat son deme sone repentef . 

[2326] IF Sire 30 be not alweie in like disposicione . 
[2327] For certes some finge fat some time semef to 
3 owe goode for to do i Anof er time it semef 

to 30We f e COntrarie [^ great Ut is now omitted in Lansdotcne.'] 
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[MS Reg. 17 j> f 2 ^ 2 8] f Whan ye lian taken counseil vnto youre self* and 

XV., leaf 246, bk] , , , , . \ .,.. . , f 

nan demed bi goode deliDeracioun) suche tliyng' as yow 
semytii bestf* [2329] than rede I yow that ye kepe it 
secre {2330] bewry youre counseil to no persone . 
buf if* so be that* ye wene sikerly thaf thurgh yowre 
be-wreyeng* your condicion) shalbe to youre more 
profitable [2331] ffor Ihesus Syrak* seyth neyther to thy 
foo ne to thy friend discouere naf thi secree ne thi folye 
[2332] for they.wil yeve the audience and lokyng^ and 
supportacioun in thi presence and scorn in thy 
absence [2333] Another clerk' seyth thaf scarsly thow shalt^ 
fynde any persone that* may kepe thy counsaile secretly 
[2334] The booke seyth while thaf thow kepesf thy coun- 
seil in thyn herf thow kepist* it* in thy prison [2335] and 
when thow bewryest* thy counseil to any wight* he holditti 
the in his snare [2336] And therfor yow is better to 
hide youre counseile in yowre herf than pray hym to 
whom ye have "bewreyed^ youre counseil that* he wil kepe 
it* close and stille [2337] ffor Senek* seyth if* so be 
thaf thow ne maysf thyn owne counseil hide / ho^V" 
darstow pray any other wighf thy counseil secretely to 
kepe / [2338] Buf natheles if* thow wene sikerly thaf 
thy bewreyeng* of* thi counseil to a persone wil make thy 
condicion to stande in the better plite than shalf thow 
telle hym thy counseyl in this wise [2339] ^^sf thow 
shalf make no semblaunf whether the were leuere pes than 
werre or this or thaf ne she we hym naf thy wil and 
thyn entenf . [2340] for trusf wele thaf comunely thise 
counselloz^rs bien flaterers [2341] namely the counseillo^^rs 
of* grete lordes [2342] for they enforcen hem alwey 
rather to speke plesaunf wordis enclyneng* to the lord his 
lusf^ than wordis thaf bien trewe or profitable [2343] and 
therfor men ^ seyn thaf the riche man hath sielde goode coun- 
seil . buf if* he have if of* hym self* [2344] and after thaf 
thow shalf considre thy friendis and thyn enemyes 
[2345] And as towchyng* thy friendis thow shalf con- 
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sidre wMclie of< hem bien most* feythful and mosf [MS Reg.] 
wise and most^ eldest and most^ appreved' in counserllyng' 
[2346] and of* hem shalt* thow axe thi counseil as the 
caas reqwirith 

[2347] I sey that* first' ye shnl clepe to yowre coun- 
seil yowre friendis that* bien triewe [2348] ffor Salamon 
saith for right* as the hert* of* man delitith in savour 
that* is swete right* so the counseil of* thy friendis 
yevith swet*nesse to the soule [2349] he seyth also ther 
may nothyng* be lykned^ to the true friende [2350] fFor 
certes gold? ne siluer be nat* so moche worth as the 
goode wille of* a triewe friend? [2351] And he seyth 
that* a triewe friend is a stronge defence who so that* 
if fyndith certis he fyndith a grete tresour 
[2352] than shul ye eke considre if* that* yowre 
triewe friendis bien discrete and wise for the booke 
seyth aske alwey thy counseil of* hem that* bien wise 
[2353] And be this same reason ye mow clepe to youre 
counseil of* yowre friendis that* bien of* age [_qui assez 
out vGu] and bien expert* in many thynges and han ben 
appreved? in counseillynges [2354] ffor the booke seyth 
in old^_.jnen is al the sapience and in long* tyme 
the prudence [2355] As Tullius seyth that* grete 
thynges ne be nat* acompliced bi strength ne be delyuer- 
nesse of* body . but* by goode counseile and bi auctorite 
of* pe?'sones and bi science The whiche .iij. thynges ne 
be nat* fiebled^ bi age but* certes they enforcen and en- 
cresen day bi day [2356] And than shul ye kepe 
this for . a general rewle ffirst* ye shul clepe to jour 
counseil a fewe of* youre friendis that* bien especial 
[2357] ffor Salamon saith many friendis have thow. 
but* among* a M^ chese the oon in especial to be thy coun- 
seilloz/r [2358] for albe it* so that* thow first* ne telle thy 
counseiH: but* to a fewe thow niayst* after-warde tel it* to 
mo folk* if* it* be nede [2359] but* loke alwey that* thy 
counseillowrs have thy Ik* .iij. condicions that* I have seyde 
LANSDOWNE 503 (g-t. 2U) [this pj^ge, MS Ecg.] 



SIX-TEXT 215 

GROUP !b. § 10. MELiBEus. Lansdowiie MS. 
CMS Reg. 17 D 15, l)efore . that* is to sey tliaf they be triewe wise and 

lea/ 247'] 

old? experience [2360] and 'werk' naf alwey in euery 
nede he 00 connseillo?/r alone for somtyme hehovith 
it* to he coTinseiled^ he many [2361] iBFor Salamon seyth 
saluacion) of* thynges is where as there hien many 

iHLS Reg. extract .,, -, 

ends}' connseiUowrsJ 

[Lansdo-wne MS, [2362] If ISlow haiie .1. toldo 30we of whiche folko 

' ^^ 36 scholde he counseled No we wil .1. teche 3owe whiche 
cou?zseH 3e owe to eschewe [2363] IT ffirst 3e scholne eschewe 
Jje co^^nseillinge of foles . Salomon seife f Take]? no co^^n- 
seli' of no foole for he wil counsel hot after his 
owen lust and his aifeccionsf [2364] IF The hooke seife 
J?at J?e properte of a foole is ]jis . He troue]? lyhtly 
harme of euery whightf & lyhtly trouef a hounte i?^ 
him self [2365] IF Thou schalt eke eschewe J>e cownseileihge 
of al iiaterers whiche enforcen hem rafer to preysen 
3oure persone by flatry fan for to tel 30W fe sojje- 
fastnesse of fe finge . 

[2366] Wherefore tullius . seif e Amonge al fe 
pestelence fat hen "in frenschip fe grettest is-^.^ 
iiaterief And J?er-fore is it more nede fat foue eschewe 
& drede flatrers fan any ofer peple . [2367] The 
hoke seife fou schalt rafer [drede and] fle fro fti 
swete wordes of flateringe & preiseinge fat from f e egre 
wordes of fine frende fat seife f e f i sof es f [2368] 
Salomon, seife f The wordes of a flaterer is a sniare 
to cache innocence . [2369] IF He seife also f He 
f ?it spekef to his frendes wordes of swettnesse f & al 
plesancei settef a nette to for his fete to cache himf 
[2-370] And ferefor tullius seife Enclyne nou3t fine 
eres to flatere[r]s ne take no counsel of wordes of 
flaterye f [2371] And Caton • Avise fe wele & 
eschewe f e wordes of * swetenesse & of plesance f 
[2372] IF And eke fou schalt eschewe fe counsellinge of 
fine olde erimys fat he reconsiled [2373] IF The 
hoke seife fat . no whiht retornef safly - in to f e 

LANSDOWNE 504 (6-T. 215) [i leaf 196] 



SIX-TEXT 2J16 

GROUP B. § 10. MELiBEUs. Laiisdowiie MS. 

grace of his olde enmye. [2374] And. Isope. seij?e. I<e 
trust noulit to hem to whiche some time fou hast hadd werre 
or enemetef ne teli hem nouht J>ine counseH. [2375] IT And 
Senec telle]) fe cause whi f It maie nouht be seip he 
J)at where longe time fire hafe endured fat 
Jere dwellef som tyme vapoure of hetef [2376] f And 
Jjerefor seif Salomon . In fine olde foo truste J?ou neuere . 
[2377] ffor sekerly Jjouhe pine enmye be reconsilede 
& makej) Jje pere of humylite & loutef to fe 
wij) his hede ne trust him neuere, [2378] ffor certes 
he make]) Jjilke feyned humylite more for his profit 
fan for any humylite . or for any loue of pin persone [ 

no gap] be suche feyned 

countenance. The whiche victorie. he myht haue be 
strif of werre. [2379] IT And Peter alfons seipe Maajke no 
felaweschepe wip pine olde enmys f ffor if pou done hem 
bounte pei willen peruerten it to wikkednessef 
[2380] IT And eke pou most eschiewe pe counselinge of 
pine seruant^ pat beren pe grete reuerencef ffor 
parauenture pei seine it more for drede pan for loue 
[2381] And perfore seipe a philosofer in pis 
wise . Ther is no wyght parfitly trewe to hime pat he to 
sore dredepf [2382] And Tullius seipe There is no 
wight so grete of any emperoure^ pat longe maie endure 
bot if he haue loue of -pe peple & drede 
[2383] IF pou schalt eschewe also pe counselinge of folke 
pat bien dronkenlewe for pei ne can no counseH hide. 
[2384] Salomon . seipe . pere nys no prmete pere as regnep 
drunkennesse [2385] IT 30 scholne haue also in suspecte 
to pe co^^nselinge of suche folke as counsel 3owe a pinge 
prmely & counsel 3owe a thinge pat is contrarye openly 
[2386] IT ffor Cassidorie . seipe pat it is a maner sleihte to 
hindren his enmye whan he schewep to done a pinge openlye 
& wirkep prmely pe contrarie. [2387] If pou schalt haue 
also in pi suspecte pe counselinge of wikked folke [ . . 
, . , . no gap] pat is alweie ful 
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of fraudef [2388] And Dauid seife fat blisful is J?e man 
]jat hafe noulit foulowed fe counse[l] of sclirewes . [2389] 
IF Tho schalt also eschewe fe counselinge of jonge folkef 
ffor here counselinge is noulit ripe as Salomon seife 

[2390] IT !N"owe sire sevens .1. haue schewde joueof whiclie 
folke 3e scholne take counseile & of whiche folke ^e schoUen 
folowe Jje counsel! [2391] IT Now wil .1. techeclie howe 36 
scholne examyne 30ure couwsele after Jje doctrine of tullius 
[2392] IT In Jje examenynge fan of .3oure conseloure 
3e scholne considere many finges [2393] Alfere first J?ou 
schalt " considere filke finge fat f ou purposed f 
and vpon what f inge f ou wolte haue counsel fat verrey 
treufe be seide & co/^seruede . fis to seie f Tel 
treuly f in tale.. [2394] For he fat seif^ fals maye 
wele be counseled in fat caas f [. . . . . .] [2395] 

IF And after fat fou schalt consideren fe finges fat 
accorden to fat fou pw7'posest for to be by fine counsel- 
loures if reson accordef fere to /./ [12396] And eke if f i 
myht male atteigne fere to f IF And if fe more part & fe 
bette?'e parte of 30ure cownsellowrs accorden f er-to or no 
[2397] fenhe schal fou considere whatt finge schal 
folowe of hire counselinge . As ' hate pees . werre . 
grace pn^fit ofer Damage or many ofir f inges f 
[2398] And in al fingeS fou schalt schese f e 
best and. And ^weife- al of ere finges [2399] IF Than 
schalt fou considered of what rote it is engenderd f e matier 
of' fine counsel & what fruyte it maie conceive &. 
engendre'. [2400] fou schalt eke considerer al fes 
causes for whiche fei bue spronge f [2401] IF And 
whaii ■3e haue examyne 3oure counsel as ^I. haue seide 
and whiche partye is better & more profitable f & 
hast approued it be mony wise folke & old^ f [2402] 
fan schalt fou considere. if foil maist pe?'forme it & 
make a good ende. [2403] For certes reso|L wil nouht 
fat = any man schaH: begi^ine a finge hot if he myht 
performe it as him ouhtf [24Q4] E"e no wight schol 
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taken vpon him so heuy a charge pat he ne niyht here 
it. [2405] IF For fe p?'ouerbe seiff He fat to muche 
enbracet distreyne]? litul . [2406] And Caton seife 
Asseie suche Jjinge as fou hast poiiere to done 
lest fe charge oppresse jje to sore f fat pe 
be-houej) to weyve finge pat fou hast hegomie 
[2407] If And if so be J?ou be in doute whefe fou 
niaiste pe/'forme a finge or none f chese rafer for to siiffur 
fan for to beginne [2408] IT And Peter Alphon seyfe . If 
Jjou hast myht to done a finge of whiche fou most 

repent. [. " [2409] ... 

. . no gap] It is better to hold fine tonge still f fan 
for to speke [2410] IT Then may .1. vnder-stonde be 
stronger resoiies fat if fou hast power to perform e a 
werke of whiche fou schalt repent f e . Than is it better 
fat fou suffur fan begynne^ [241 1] wele seyne fei fat 
defenden euery whight to assaie a thinge of whiche he is 
in donte where he mai performe it or nonef [2412] 
And after whan ^e haue examined ^biire cowzsettf as J. 
hane seide be-fornef And knowefe wele fat 3e maie per- 
forme 3onre empr/se conferme it fan sadly til it be att 
an ende . 

[2413] IF 1^0 we is it reson & time fat .1. schewe 3owe 
whenne & where f for fat je maie chaunge 3oure cozmsel- 
iours wif-outen ^oiire reproue [2414] IF Sofely a man 
maie chaunge his purpos & his counsel if fe cause 
scseff or whan a newe caas be-tidef f [2415] ffor fe 
lawei self vpon f inges fat newly be-tyden be-houef 
new counsel f [2416] And senec saife. If fi counsett 
come to fe heres of fine ennemys chawnge fi counsel. 
[2417] [. . .... * • . •. • • • • .] if so be 

fat fou finde fat be erro?^r or be aiiy of ere 
cause harme or damage may betide [2418] IF Also if fi 
counsel -be dishoneste. or elles come of dishonest cause 
change fine counsel. [2419] For fe lawe seife fat 
al behestes fat bene dishonest ne biene"of no valew f 
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[2420] IF And eke if it so be pat it be impossible or maie 
iio3t gladly be iperfourmed or kepet 

[2421] IT And take fis for a general rewle . That euerj 
counsel ]?at is enformed so strongely pat it maie not be 
chaunged for no condicion pat maie be tide f I. saie Jat- 
ilke counsel is wykked f 

[2422] f Mellibens whan he hadde herde pe doctrine of 
his wif Dame Prudence, he anseward in pis wise. 
[2423] Dame quod he as 3it vnto p?s time 30 
haue wele tauht me as in gene?*al howe .1. 
schal gouerne me . & in pe cheseinge . & in wipholdeinge 
of my counsello^^rs . [2424] IT Bott nowe wolde .1. faine pat 
3e wolde condescende in specialef [2425] and tellep me 
howe pat like]? 30we or howe pat seniep 30W be owre coicn- 
sello^^rs pat we haue chose in pis present nede 

. [2426] IT Mi lorde quod sche .1. beseche 30we in al hum- 
blesse pat 30 wold nouht wilfully reprouen a3eine myn resou/zs 
ne distemper 30ure herte feihe .1. speke J)inge ])at 3owe 
displese [2427] IT ifor god wote as in myne ente^zt .1. 
speke it as for pe bestf for 3oure honoure & for 30ure 
profit ekef [2428] And sopely J. hope pat 3oure 'be- 
nignite wil tak it in pacience // [2429] And trustep to me 
wele pat 3oure consel in pis ne schold 
nou3t as to speke properly be called a counsellinge ; hot A 
mocion or ameueinge of folye . [2430] IT In whiclie counsel 
3e haue herde in mony a sondre wyse f 

[2431] first & forwarde 3e haue herde in pe assem- 
blinge of 3oure cou?2sellours f [2432] fifor first 3e schold 
haue cleped a fewe folk to 30ure counseii . IT And after ^at 36 
myht haue schewde it to mo folke if it hadd be nede f // 
[2433] Bot certes sodanly 3e haue cleped to 3oure coun- 
sel a grete multitude of peple ful chargeat^nt & ful 
armoyus for to here f [2434] IT And also 3e haue herde for^ 
fer as 3e scLolde onely haue cleped to 30ure counsel 
30ure trewe frendes olde & wisef [2435] ^ 3^ haue cleped 
also strange folk 3onge folke false flateres & ennemys 
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reconsiled. And foike fat do 3 owe reuerence wife outen 
loue [2436] And eke also ^e haue herde for ^e haue 
brouht wi]j 30U to ^oure cou?2seli . Ire . couetise ./ & 
hastinesse ./ [2437] IT fe whiche J?re Jiinges be con- 
trarie to euery good conseli & honest . & profitable f [2438] 
The whiche pre f inge ^e haue nouht anentisched ofer de- 
struyde hem ney fere in ^oure self ne in 30ure counsellowrs as 
30 we auht [2439] ^ 3^ haue herde also for 3e haue schewde 
to 30ure conselloi^^^s 30ure talent . i^oiir affeccion 
anone for to do vengeance i [2440] And f ei haue 
aspide be 30ure wordes to what finge 36 be enclynedf 
[2441] And f67'e fore haue J?ei rafer couwseld 
3owere talent f fan to 3oure profitte .// [2442] 36 haue herd 
also for 30 we semef it sufficef to haue be coun- 
seld be f is counselloz^rs onely & be lytil avise f 
[2443] where as in so grete <fe in so hihe a nede it hadde 
bue necessarie mo counsellowrs & mo delib[er]aciones to 
performe 3oure emprise . [2444] IF Also 36 
haue nou3t herde 30ure cou?2sell in fe forseid 
manere ne in dieu manere as f e caas requiref . [2445] IT 3e 
haue herde also for 3e haue maade no diuision be tuex 

[ no gap] 3oure trewe 

frendes & 3oure feyned counselloures [2446] Ne 3e haue 
nouht knowe f e witt of 30ure trew frendes olde & wise . 
[2447] ^0^ 3^ haue cast al here wordes in an hoche poche 
<fe enclyned 3oure hert to fe more part and to fe 
gretter nombre [and there be ye condescended [2448] 
Et tu scez hien que les fols sont tousjours en plus grant 
nombre que les sages^ of foles fan of wise men f [2449] And 
fare for f e cou?2sellinge fat ben at congregaciown & mul- 
titude of folkf fere as men tak more rewarde to fe 
nombre fan to fe Sapience, of persones. [2450] f 3e se wele 
fat in suche consellinge fe foles haue fe maistre. [2451] 
IT Mellibe anseward & seide a3eine .1. graunt wele fat 
.1. haue herde [2452] Eot fere as fou hast tolde me here 
beforne . That he nys nouht to blame to .chaunge his con- 
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sellowrs for certeine caas & for certeine & iust cause f 
[2453] •!• ^^ ^^ ^^^^ *^ cliaiinge my conselloz^rs rilit 
as ])ou woldest deuise .// [2454] for J?e p?^6>uerbe seife 
ffor to do synne is manysshe Bot certes for to perseuere 
longe pei'G in is werkes of J?e dieiiel . 

[2455] If To fis sentence anseward anone dame Pru- 
dence & seide [2456] examyne]) q2^od sche 30ure coun- 
sel. & lat vs see wliiche of hem ha]? spoken 
most resonablelye f & tauht 3oue best conseH. [2457] 
^ And for als mucbe' fat examinacions is necessarie 
Lat vs beginne att surgiens & att pbiciens fat 
first spaken of J>is matiere [2458] IT .1. seie fat 
Phesiciens & sirurgiens haue seide 30we in 30ure counsel 
discretely as hem onlit [245 9^ in here speche 
& ful wisely f As to fe office of he??z ^appartenef to 
done to eu^ry whiht honoz^r & profit & nouht for 
to annoye [2460] And after her craft to done grete diligence 
vn to f e cure of hem whiche fat haue in here gouern- 
ance [2461] ^ And szV riht as fei haue anseward 
wisely & discretly. [2462] riht so rede .1. fat^ fei 
ben hihelye & souereingly guerdount for here noble 
speche . [2463] & eke for fei scholne more ^do f e 
ententif bisenesse in fe curacione of fine doubter deref 
[2464] ffor albe-it so fat fei be 30ure frendes 
fere for schal 3e nouht suffre fat fei serue 3oue for 
nouht f [2465] bot 3e auht fere after guerdon hem & 
pay en hem. here largesse [2466] IT And as toucheinge fe 
pr6>porcion whiche fat fe phecisiens encresseden in f is 
caas. % This is to seine [2467] fat in maladies is fat a 
contrarie is waressched be anofer contrarie [2468] % I. 
wolde faine k[n]owe howe 36 vnderstode filke text & 
what is 3oure sentence [2469] IT Certes quod Millibeus .1. 
vnderstonde it in fis wisef [2470] Eiht as fei haue 
done to me a contrarie . So scholde .1. do hem anof ere f 
[2471] ffor riht as fei haue venged hem vpon me & 
done me wrongef Eiht so wil .1. venge me vpon hem 
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& done hem wrongef [2472] & pan haue .L cured a 
contrary wif anofer contrarie 

[2473] IF Lo lo quod dame Prudencq. howe lihtly is 
euery man enclined to his owen desire Ss to his 
plesance . [2474] ^ Certes quod sche f e wordes of pe 
Phisiciens ne schold nouht be vnderstande in fat 
wise. [2475] ^ ^^^ certes wykkednesse is not contmrie 
to wikkedenesse . ne ve[7^]gaunce is nouht contrari to veng- 
aunce . ne wronge to wronge i [mais sont semhlaUes [2476] 
Et pour ce, vengence par vengenee, ne injure 
par injure n!ed pas cure] [2477] bote 
euery of hem encrese]) & gregejj oJ?ere [2478] 
Bot certes fe wordes of phesiciens scholde be 
vnderstonde in fis wise i [2479] ^^^ goode & wykked- 
nesse bene tuo contraries i & pes & werre . venge- 
ance & suffrance . discord & accord . & mony 
ofere finges [2480]. IF Bot certes wikkednesse schal be 
warisched be goodenesse. discorde be acorde. werre. be pes. 
& so for]? & opere Jjinges. [2481] IF And here to fe 
Apostel sein Paule in mony place f [2482] He 
seipe ne ^elde]) nouht harm for harme ne wikked speche . 
[pour Jiiaudit] [2483] Bot do wele to hem J)at done 
pQ harme . & blesse hem ]?at seij) to pe harme . [2484] 
IF And in monye opere places he amoneste]) pees & 
accorde [2485] IF Bot now wil .1. speke of pe coun- 
sel whiche was y3eue to 30 we be men of lawe f e wyse 
folke & pe olde folke [2486] Jjat seiden al be one accorde 
as 3e herde beforne. [2487] IF That ouer al jjinges 36 
scholne do 30ure diligence to kepe 3oure persone & 
to warnyssche 3oure hous [2488] IF And Jjei seiden also fat 
in fis caas 30we ouhten to wirchen ful aviselie & 
w^t^ grete deliberacione . [2489] IF And sir. as to pe first 
pointe fat touchef vn to f e kepeinge of 30ure pe?*sone 
[2490] IF 3e schul vnderstonde pat he fat hafe werre schal 
euermore deuoutly & mekely preyen befor al 
finges [2491] fat ihesiis crist of his merci wil 
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liaue him in protectione & bien his souereigne helpeinge 
at his nedef [2492] ffor certes in Jjis werlde fere nys no 
wiht fat mai he connseld ne kepped sufficiantly w^t7i- 
outen j?e kepeinge of oure lor[d] ihesu crist f [2493] To f is 
sentence accordef fe profet dauid fat seif e . [2494] 
If god ne kepe f e Citee . in Idel wakef he fat it kepef 
{2495] IF ]^ow siV fan schohie 3e qwite fe kepeinge of 
joure person to 30ure trewe frendes fat bene aproned 
& yknowef [2496] & of hem schol je axen ^helpe ^oure 
persone for to kepe IF For Caton seife if fou hast 
nede of helpe ax it of fi frendes. [2497] For fere is 
none so good a fesicien as is fi trew frende [2498] 
^ And after f is schal 3e kepe ^owe frome al 
strange folke & fro lyersf And alweye haue in suspect 
here companye [2499] ^ ^^^ ^^^® Alphoii seife iN'e 
take no company bef e were of a straunge man hot it 
so be fou haue knowe him of longer timef [2500] 
And if it so be fat he fal into f i compaigne per- 
aduenture wif-outen fine assent f [2501] enquere fan 
as sotelly as fou canste of his cowuersacion <fe of his lif 
be-fore 1 & feyneinge fine weie seyinge fou woldest go f eder 
as fou woldest not go i [2502] If he here a spere 
hold f e on f e riht side of him . & if he here a swerde 
holde on fe left . side of him. [2503] & fan schal 
3e kepe 30we wislye fro al suche manere of 
peple as .1. haue seide 30we here be-fore. & hem & here cown- 
sett eschewe. [2504] And after fis fan schal 3e kepe 3owe 
in suche manere [2505] fat for any presumpcion of 3oure 
bodely str^gef fat 3e dispise nouht ne acomptef nou3t f e 
miht of 30ure aduersarie so lit fat 3e lette fe 
kepeinge of 30ure person for 30ure presumpcion. [2506] 
For euery wiseman dredef his enemyef [2507] If And 
Salomon seife. welfuH is he fat of al hafe drede 
[2S08] For certes he fat haf foruhe hardenesse of his 
herte f and foruhe f e hardinesse of him seK haf so 
grete presumpcion him schal yuel betide f [2509] And fan 
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sclial 3e euer more enconterewaite en-bxischemeiitez and al 
espyaile [2510] If ffor as seij?e fe wisenian. 

[ . . 4 no gap. ^ [25ii]hene 

fallef in no perile fat penlousnes eschewef [2512] IT And al 
be it so fat Jjou seme fat f ou be in secrete place 3it 
schalt f ou alweie done f i diligence in fe kepeinge of j?i pe7'- 
soiif [2513] fis is to seie be nouht necligent to kepe fi 
person Noubt onely fro f i grettest enemye bot only fro fi 
leste enmye. [2514] Senec . seife . A man fat 
is wele a-vised be dredef bis lest enemye f [2515] Guide, 
seif . fat f e litel wesel wil sle f e grete butt & f e 
wilde bert. [2516] And fe prouerbe seife a litel forne 
mai greue a kinge ful sore & a lite bunde wil 
bolde fe wilde bore [2517] bot nafelesse .1. seie noubt 
f ou scbal noubt be so grete a cowarde fat f ou doute wbere as 
is no drede [2518] U Tbe book seife : fat somme men baue 
grete lust to deceyue f Bot f ei dred to be de- 
ceyued f [2519] \Aj[yres, tu te dots garder de venm] 
And kepe fe from fe company of scoreners f [2520] 
for fe boke seife fat scorners makef no company, 
bot fie bere word as venum . 

[2521] IT I^owe as to fe secunde point. fe?'e as 3oure 
co«insello?/rs consett 30W to warnystor 3oure bouses 
with grete diligence .// [2522] I. wold fein knowe bowe fat 
3e vnderstonde f ilke wordes & wbat is 3oure sentence 

[2523] IF Millebeus ansewarde & seidef certes .1. vnder- 
stonde in fis wise fat .1. scbal warnstore myne bouse 
wif toures sucbe as bafe casteles & ofere manere 
edifices f & armowr & arcbers [2524] be wbicbe 
finge. If .1. male my person & my bous so kepe. & 
defende fat myne enemys scbal be in drede my 
lious to aproche 

[2525] IF To fis sentence anseward a-none dame Prwdens 
warnyscbeinge qiiod scbe of bibe toures & of bihe 
edifices apparteined som time to pride f [2526] And eke men 
make bibe toures . [et les edifices a grant traueil et a grans 
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deepens ] Et quant jelles sont fixites elles. ne vdlent rien se 
elles ne sont deffendues par saiges et par loyaulz amiz .^ 
grans missions (MS Beg. 19 G xi, leaf 58, col. 2)] [2527] 
And vnderstand wele J?at Jje grettest & fe strangest 
garison fat a riche man maie haue . ^ As wele to kepen his 
person & his goodes is [2528] fat he be hyloned 
wif his subiectes .& wif his nei^bowrs // [2529] ffor 
Jjus seij) Tulliusf Thet fere is a manere Garnyson fat 
maii maie venquysschen ne discomiite And fat is [2530} 
a lord to be loued of his Cite3eines And of his peple 

' [2531] ^ N'owe sw' as to, fe fred pointef Where as 
30ure olde & wise collnsello^^rs seiden f fat 30W 
nouht not sodenly ne hastely proceden in fis nedef 
[2532] Bot fat 3qwe ouhten p?^rveye &, apparel 30\ye 
in fis caas i wif grete diligence & grete delibe?'acion i 
[2533] Trewly .1. trowe fat fei seiden riht wisly 
& riht sofef [2534] IT ffor. Tulliusf, seifef. In euery 
nede er fou be-ginne itf apparel fe y^iih grete 
diligence. [2535] Than seie .1. fat in vengeance 
takeinge in werre . in Bataile & in warnestoringe . 
[2536] er fou beginne .1. reede fat fou appareile fe' 
fere to f and do it wif, gode deliberacion [2537] IF ffor 
TuUius seifef fe Iqnge apparaileinge beforne fe Bataile 
Makef schort victorie. [2538] And Cassidorus seifef The 
garnyson is strongere whan it is longe time avisede . 

[2539] IT Bot no we lat vs speke of fe counsel fat was 
acorded be oure neihbours suche as done 30we 
reuerence wif-outen Ipue [2540] 30ure olde enemy es recon- 
siledef ^ Joure flaterers [2541]. fat counseiled 30we cer- 
teine finges p?"mely f & openlye counseled 3owe , f e 
contrarief {2542] IT The 3onge folke also fat cqunseld 
3owe to do vengeance and to make werre anonef [2543] H And 
certe s^r as .1. haue seide be-forne 3e haue gretly erred 
to haue cleped suche manere of folke to 30ure counseHf [2544] 
wiche cownsellowrs buene ynowhe repreuede be f e resons 
a-forne seide [2545] IT Bot nafeles late vs nowe descende to 
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))e specialef IF 3e schollen first precede after f® doctrine, of 
Tullius . [2546] Certes )?e trenfe of J?is Matier eijjere of 
Jjis counseH nedej) nouht diligently enquiren f [2547] For it 
is wele wist whiche fei bienf Jjat haue do 30W fis 
tn'spas & velanyf [254^ & ho we many trespassowrs 
& in what msinerQ fei haue done to ^owe al fis 
wronge & all fis velanye [2549] IT And after fisf 
fan schal ^e examyne J?e secu^zde condicion f )?e whiche 
jjat TuUius haddej? in fis matiere . [2550] IF For 
tiiUius. pnttef a ]?inge whiche att he clepe]) cp?zsentyngef j?is 
is to seie f [2551] who huen fei & whiche buen Jjei & hone 
mony pat consenten to j?i counseH in pi wilfulnes to 
done hasti vengeance f // [2552] And lat vs consider also who 
bien fei . & how mony bien J?ei [et quelz (MS Reg. 19 C xi, 
If 58, col. 4)] pat pat consenten to ^oure aduersaries [2553] 
IF And certes as to pe first pointe it is wele knowen whiche 
be pei pat consentine to 3oure hastif wilful- 
nes f [2554] For treuly al po pat counsel 3oue 
to maken sodein werre ne bien nou3t 3oure frendes [2555] 
IF Lete se no we whiche bien pei pat 30 liolde 
so gretely 30ure frendes as to 30ure person f [2556] For 
al be it so pat 30 bene myhte & riche i certes 3e 
bue bot alone. [2557] ffor certes 3e haue no childe 
bot a douhteref [2558] ne 3e haue no brepern ne cosins 
germayns ne none opere nyhe kinredf [2559] where-for 
3oure enmys scholden stint to plete wip 
30 we ne to destruyen 3oure person f [2560] IF 3© knowen 
also pat 3oure riches most be dispended in 
diuerse parties! [2561] And what pat euery whight ^hap 
his parte pei wolne tak litel rewarde to vengen 
pi dep [2562] IF Bot pine enemys bien pre i & 
pei haue many childerne. brepern J cosins f & opere nyhe 
kinrede [2563] f And pouhe so were pat pou haddest 
sleine of hem tuo or pre f 3it dwellen pere y-nowe to awreken 
here depef & to sle pine persone [2564] & peihe so 
be pat 3oure kinred be more sikere & stedfast pan 

LANSDOWNE 515 .(6-T. 226) [UeafI99] 



SIX-TEXT 227 

GROUP B. § 10. MELiBEus. Laiisdowne MS. 

fe kinrede of 3oure aduersarief [2565] 3it neuer fe les 
30ure kinred is bot after kinrede Jat bien bot litil sibbe 
to 3owe [2566] If And fe kine of 3oiire ennemys bue nyhe 
sibbe to hem f And certes as in fat her condicioii is better 
Jat is 3oures [2567] IF Than latt vs consideren also of ^ 
counsellinge of hem jjat counseleden 30W to taken sodein 
vengeance f wepere it accordej? to reson or none i [2568] And 
certes 3e knowen wele nayef [2569] IT For as be riht & 
resoii fere maie no man take vengeance* of no wyht bot 
fe luge fat haj?e lurdiction of it [2570] whan it is 
graunted him to take filke vengeance hastelye or at- 
temperellye as J?e lawe requiref [2571] IT And 3it more 
■ouere of filke worde fat TuUius clepef consentinge f 
[2572] fou schalt consent if fi myht & fi power 
maie consent! And suffice]) to fi wilfulnesse & to fine 
counsellours f [2573] And certes fou maist wele seie 
fat naief [2574] For sekerly as for to speken propurlye 
we maie do no f inge bot onely suche f inge as we may 
done rihtfully [2575] IT And certes rihtfuUy ne maie 30 
take no vengeance as of 30ure propre Auctoritef [2576] 
IT fan maie 30 seen fat 3oue pouer ne consentef nou3t 
ne accordef nou3t wif 30ure wilfulnesse. [2577] IF ISiowe 
latte vs examyne fe frede pointe fat tuUius clepef fe 
consequent! [2578] IT fou schalt vnderstonde fat fe 
vengeance fat fou purposest for to take his conse- 
quent f [2579] And fer-for fallef anofere vegeance. 
Perill . werre . & of ere damage wif - outen nombre 
of whiche be nouht war as att fis timef [2580] And 
as toucheinge fe ferfe pointe f fat TuUius clepef en- 
genderinge [2581] IT Thou schalt consider fat fis wronge 
whiche fat is done to f e f is engenderd of f e hate of 
fine enmysf [2582] And of fe vengeance takeingf And 
vpon f at wolde jengender anof er vengance <fe muchel sorwe 
& wastinge of richesse as .1. seide ere 

[2583] iN'ow sir as toucheinge fe pointe fat tulliz(5 
clejDef causes, whiche. fat is fe last pointe. [2584] IF fou 
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sclialt vnderstonde fat J?e wronge fat J?u hast receyued 
haj? certeine causes [2585] whiche fat clerkes clepeii . 
Oriens & officiens & causa longinqua & causs, 
propinqua. fis to seine fe ferre cause [et la 2^'^'och- 
aine [2586] La longtaine est dieu qui est 
cause de toutes cJwses / [2587] La procliaiiie sont ces iij. 
ennemiz [2 5 88] La cause (Keg. 1 9 C xi)] Accidentale . was hate . 
[2589] The causes Material bene fe .v. wondes of 
fine doubter f [2590] The cause forniale is fe nianere of 
here wercbeinge fat broubt ledders And clomben in att 
fine wyndows. [2591] fe cause finale was for to sle fi 
doubter . It lakked noubt in as mucbe as in hem was [2592] 
If Bot for to speken of f e ferre cause as to what ende f eie 
scbolne come f or what scbal be-tiden of hem in f is 
caas ne can .1. noubt deme bot be coniectinge & be 
supposeinge i [2593] IF For we scbolne supp[os]e [gwe Ilz en 
vendTord\ to a wikked endef [2594] Be cause fe booke 
of decrees self e IF Seldome or wif grete peine bene causes / 
* broubte to an bende whan f ei bene badly be-gonne . 

[2595] ^ l^owe sir if men axed me f whi fat ^e 
suffer men to done 30 we fis velanye i certes .1. can 
not wele ansewer as for no soffastnesse [2596] IT For 
fe Apostele seife fat fe science & fe luggement of 
oure lorde god bene mybty & depef [2597^] fere male 
no man comprehende ne serche ham sufficeantlyf [2598] 
^sTarefeles be serteine presumpciouns & coniettinges 
.1. bolde & beleue [2599] fat god fat is ful of 
Justice & ribtwisnes Haf suffred fis be-tide be lust 
cause resonable i 

[2600] IT f i name is Melibe . fis is to seie a man 
fat drinkef lionyef [2601] Tbow hast ydronken so mucbe 
bony of fi swete temporal riches & delices & hon- 
ours of fis werlde [2602] fat f ou art dronken f & hast 
for3eten oure lorde ibesu criste fi creatoz^?'f [2603] fou 
hast no3t done to him sucbe bonoi^r as f e oubte : 
[2604] ne fou hast noubt wele take hede to 
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fe wordes of Ovide jjat seidef [2605] vnder fe liony 
of fe goodes of J?i bodif is hidde pe venym fat slej? 
J?i soulef [2606] And Salomon seifef If fou hast 
found Honyf ete of it what STiffici]?ef [2607] Eor if fou 
ete of it oute of niesuref j)ou schalt spewe & be nedy 
& poueref [2608] And -pemduenture criste hajje in 
despite & hajj torne awaie fro fe his facef & his 
heres of Misericordef [2609] And also he hajje sufFred 
pat Jjou haste biene ypunysched in J?e maner pat pon 
hast t?*espast [2610] •[[ Thou hast done sinne a3eines 
oure lorde ihe^u criste f [261 1] for certes pe pre enemys of 
mankinde pat is to seie. pe flesche. pe fende. & pe 
werlde. [2612] Thou hast suffurde" hem entre in to pine 
[soule] wilfully be pe windowes of pi bodye [2613] And 
hast nouht defended pe sufficiantly a3eines here defautes 
& temptaciomis f So pat pei haue wounded pi 
soule in .v. place f [2614] pis is to seine. II pe dedely 
sinnes pat biene entred in to pine hert be pi .v. 
wittes. [2615] And in pe same manere oure lorde ihesu 
cristf hape suffred pat pine pree enemys be entrede 
in to pine house be pe windowes f [2616] And han 
wounde pi douht^r in pe same man ere f 

[2617] IF Certeis quod Mellibe .1. see pat 30 en- 
force 3owe meche], be wordes to ouer-come me . In suche 
mahere pat schal nou3t avenge me of n^ne enmye [2618] 
scheweinge me pe pe?'ils & pe yueles pat myhten 
fal of pis vengeance [2619] If Eot [who]so wolde consider 
in al vengeance pe perils & pe yuels pat miht sewe 
of vengancez takeinge [2620] a man wold neuere take 
veniancef And pat were harmef [2621] for be pe venge- 
ance takeinge buen pe wikked men deseuerd fro pe 
good menf [2622] H And po pat han wil to done wikked- 
nesse f restreyne here wikked purpos i Whan pei seen pe 
punyssheinge and pe chastesinge of trespassowrs 

[2623] [And to this answered dame Prudence : * Certes/ 
said she, *I grant you that from vengeance come many 
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benefits as well as many evils j [2624] yet vengeance be- 
longetb not to " a singulere person," but only to the judges, 
and to those who have jurisdiction over evil-doers.'] 
[2625] IT An 3ite sale .1. moref fat riht as a singulere 
person sinnefe In takeinge vengeance of anofer ma?zne . 
[2626] Eiht so sinnej> fe lugge if he take no vengeance 
of hem fat hit haue deseruedef [2627] ffor Senec seij?e. 
That maistere is good fat reprouejj schrewes f [2628] 
And as Cassidorye seife A man dredef to done 
outrages whan he wote <fe knoef fat it displese 
fe luge & fe ^ouereyngnes f [2629] IF And anofere. The 
luge fat dredef to done riht Makef schrewes. 
[2630] And seinte Poule fe Appostle seife in his epistle 
whan he writef vn-to f e Romayns f That f e luge beren 
nouht fe spere wif-owten cause [2631] bot fei beren it 
to punysshen fe schrewes & fe mysdoers & to ^defende 
fe goode menf [2632] If ^e wilne fan take vengeance 
of 30ure enemys ^e schol retourne or haue 30ure recours 
to fe luge fat haf fe Iurdiccio«/ri vpon hem. [2633] 
& he schal punysshe hem as f e lawe axef & requiref i . 

[2634] IF A quod Mellibef fis vengeance lykef me 
no fiuge f [2635] -^ be-finke me nowe 
howe fortone hafe norisched me fro my childhode 
And haf holpen me to passe mony a strange place f [2636] 
Now .1. will assay ene here troweinge wif goddes grace & 
helpe fat je schal helpe me my schame for to venge 

[2637] IF Certes quod prudence if je wolne wirche be my 
counseilf 3e schol nouht assaye fortune be no weye [2638] 
IF Ne 36 schol nouht lene or borwe^Vnto here after f e worde 
of Senec. [2639] For finges fat bene folylye done & 
fat biene in hope of fortune schal neuer come a good 
ende [2640] And as f e same Senec seife f The more 
clere & f e more and f e more schineinge fat fortune is f f e 
more brutel & fe sonner ybroke sche isf [2641] Tristef 
nouht in hire for sche is neyf e7'e stedfast ne stable i [2642] 
IF For whan f ou trowest to be most sekere or sure of hire 
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helpef Sche wil Faile fe & deceyve fef [2643] IT And 
where as ^e seine J?at fortone ha]> norissched 30W fro ^oure 
child-hodef [2644] I. sale ^oue Jjat in so muche schal ^e 
}je lasse trust in hire & in hire wittef [2645] f For Senec 
seijje . fat what man is norisched be fortune sche make J) 
him a grete foolef [2646] IT ^Nowe sefen ^e desire 
& axen vengeance! And J?e vengeance pat is done after 
pe la we & be-forne Jje luge ne like)) 3owe nou^tf [2647] 
And vengeance J>at is don^ in hope of forton is peril- 
ous & vncerteinef [2648] Than haue ^e none oper 
remedye f hot for to haue 3oure recours vnto J?e souereyne 
luge pat vengep al velanyes & wronges [2649] 
And he schal venge ^oue after pat pi self witnessepf 
[ .... no gap] [2650] Leuep pe vengeance to me 
& .1. schal done it f 

[2651] Mellibe ansewardf I. ne venge me nouht of 
pe wronge pat men han done to me [2652] .1. schal somne or 
werne hem pat haue done pis velany to me And al 
opere to done me anopere velanye [2653] IT For it is wreten 
if pou take no vengeance of an plde velanye f pou somp- 
nest pine adue?'sarie to done pe a newe velanye f [2654] 
[Ut ainsi par mon serement en sonffrant len me fera tant de 
villenie de toutes pars (Eeg. 19 C xi. If 60, col. 2)] pat .1. 
myht neype ber it ne susteingef [2655] And. so schold .1. 
be oueresett And halden ouere lowef [2656] For men seine 
in muchel suffringe schold mony pinges falle. vn-to pe 
whiche .1. schal nouht suffice 

[2657] IT Certes qwod prudence .1. graunte pat 
ouer muchel sufffance is nouht goodf [2658] IF Bot 3it ne 
foulowep it nou3t pere-of f pat euery pe?'son to whom men 
doone velanye take of hit vengeance f [2659] ^^or pat appar- 
tenep & longep al only to pe luge . For pei schal 
vengen pe vilenys & pe inluryes [2660] And perfore 
po tuo Auctoritees pat 30 haue seide aboue ben only 
vnderstonden in pe lugges [2661] IF For whan pei suffren 
ouere mechel pe wronges & velany s be done 
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witJi'Owten punyscliinge f [2662] fei sompne not a man 
onely for to do newe wronges i bpt fe commawnde it 
[2663] IF Also a wise man seifef fat fe luge fat cor- 
recte]) nouht fe sinner* f commandef e & biddef him to do 
sinne [2664] IF And J?e souereignes & fe luges myhten in 
her* londe so muche suffure of J>e schrewees &- fe mysdoers f 
[2665] P^^ P^i scholden be ^suifrance be processe of 
time wexen of suche powere & myhtf pat Jjei scholde 
put oute fe luges & fe . sou^reignes fro here places f 
[2666] & att Jje last maken hem lesen here lordeschippes f 

[2667] Bot lat vs nowe put fat ^e haue leue to 
vewgen ^owef [2668] If ^e be nouht of myht & powere 
as nowe to vengen 30we f [2669] If For if ^e willen maake 
comparison vn-to pe myht of 3oure aduersaries f ye scholne 
finde in many f inges fat J. haue schewde 3owe afome f is f 
fat here condicion is better fan 3ouresf [2670] IF And 
f^refore seie .1. fat it is good as nowe fat 36 suffre & 
be pacient 

[2671] f Forfe?^ more 30 knowe. fat after fe 
comune sawe it is a wodenesse a man to striue a3eines a 
stronger of ere a more myhty man fan him self 
[2672] IT And for striue wif a man of euen strenkef f 
fat is to seie wif a strange man as he is it is a perile. 
[2673] And for to striue wif a weyker man it is foly f 
[2674] And fer-for scholde a man fly3e striueinge as 
muche as he mihtf [2675] as Salomon seifef It is a 
grete worschipe a man to kepe him fro noyse & 
strif [2676] IF And if it so be-falle or happe fat a man 
of gretter myht <fe strengef fan fou ert do fe 
greuance [2677] Stodye & besye fe rafere to stille 
fe same greuance fan for to venge fe [2678] For 
Senec seife. fat he puttef him in grete perile fat 
strivef wif a gretter man fan he him self is [2679] 
IF And Caton seife if a man of hiher astate or degre or 
more myhte fan fou do fe anoye or greuance 
suffre hime. [2680] For he fat ones hafe greued fe 
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male ^-nofere time releue fe & helpe J?ef [2681] IF Jitt 
sett .1. caas pat ^e haue bojj myht & Ijcence. to 
venge 3owe f [2682] I. seie pat ]pere hue mony 
pinges pat schold reteyne 30we. of vengeance takeinge 
[2683] And maake 30wfor to encline & for to snffre And for 
to hane paciens in pe wronges pat lian he done to 
30we i [2684] first & forwarde yf ^e wolne considere 
pe defautes pat bene in 30ure owen person! [2685] 
fPor whiche defautes god hap suffred 30we to haue p^s 
trihulacione as .1. hane seide 30we here before f [2686] ffor 
pe poet seipe i That we ouhten pacientlye take pe tribu- 
lacions pat comep to vs whan we pinken & consideren 
pat we haue deserue^ to haue hem. [268.7] IT And seint 
Gregorie seip whan a man considerep wele pe 
nombre of his defautes & of his sinnes [2688] pe 
peynes & pe tribulacions pat he suffrep semen pe 
lasse vn-to hime [2689] IT And alsomuche as him pink- 
ep his sinnes pe more heuy & greuous. [2690] In so 
muche semep his peine . pe lihter & pe esier vn-to 
him f [2691] IT Also 36 owen to enclyne & to bowen 30ure 
herte to taken pe pacience of oure [lord] ihe^u crist. As 
seipe seint Peter in his Epistles f [2692] If Ihe.9u crist he 
seip hape suffred for vs & 3euen ensample vn-to euerj 
man for to folowe & to sewe him f [2693] ffor he dide neuer 
sinne. ne neuere ne came a veleyns worde out of his 
moupef £2694] IT Whan men cursed him • he cursed hem 
nouht. And whan men betene him he manessed hem 
nouht [2695] IF Also pe grete pacie??s whiche pe 
seintez pat bien in paradise haue hadde in tr^bulacions pat 
pei haue sufferd wip-oute?i her desert or gilt [2696] 
ouht muche to stire. ^3owe to pacience f [2697] [Aprez moult 
te dots encliner a pacience ce (Reg. 19 C xi, If 60 bk, col. 2)] 
[2698] consideringe pat pe tribulacions of pis werlde hot 
litel while endurep f & sone passed biene & gone f 
[2699] And pe loye pat man sekep to haue by 
pacience in tribulacions is perdurable After pat pe 
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Apostele sei]?e in Jjis epistle [-2700] f The loye of god lie 
seijje is perdurable fat is to seie euer lasteinge/f/ [2701] 
Also trowe]? & beleuejj stedfastlye jjat is nouht wele 
y-norisclied lie wele y-tauht fat can nouht haue pacience . 

[ no gap] [2702] IF For Salomon, seif e ; 

fat fe doctrine of fe witte of man it knowen be 
pacience f [2703] And in gdnofere place he seife. He 
fat is pacient gouernef him be grete prudence f [2704] 
And 3ut Salomon seife. fe Angry & fe wufful 
man makef noysf and fe pacient man attempref 
him & ^stille him [2705] IT He seife also it is more 
worfe to be riht pacient fat to be riht stronge f [2706] And 
he fat may haue fe lorschip of his owen hert is 
more to preisef fan he fat be his force & strengef 
takef grete Citees [2707] IF And ferfor seif seint 
lame in his apistle fat pacience is a grete vertue of 
perfeccione . *^ 

[2708] If Certes qwod Mellibe .1. graunte 30we dame 
prudence, fat pacience is a grete vertue of Perfeecione. 
[2709] Bot euery man male not haue fe perfecc^n fat ^e 
sechen [2710] IF J^e .1. ne am not of f e nombre of riht per- 
fite me[7^] . [2 7 11] ffor myne herte may neuer hue in 
pees vnto fe time it be venged.// [2712] And al be it so 
fat it was grete perile to myne enemys to done a 
velany in takeinge vengeance vpon me. [2713] 3it 
token fei none hede of fe perile bot fulfilden here 
wikked wil & here corage [2714] IF And fere-fore me 
fenkef fat men ouht not to rep^'oue me feihe .T. putte me 
in-to a litel perile for to avenge me f [2715] And f ouhe .1. do 
a grete excesse f fat is to saie f fat .1. do a vengeance outrage 
be a-nof er f 

[2716] IF A quod Dame prudence ^e seyne ^oure wil 
& as 3oue likef [2717] IF Bot in no caas of fe werlde a 
man schold nouht done outrage ne excesse for to avengen 
him [2718] IF For Cassidori seife f That as yuel dofe 
he fat avengef him be outrage f As he fat dofe fe 
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outrage f [2719] And fere-fore 36 schollen venge 30W after 
fe order of rihtf fat is to seine "be fe lawef noulit 
be excesse ne be outrage f [2720] Also If 3e wil 
venge 30W of fe outrage of 3oure aduersaries in ofere 
manere fan riht co?wmandef 36 synnenf [2721] 
IT Therefore seif e Senec Tbat a ma/i sclial neuere venge 
schrewnesse by scbrewdn^sse f [2722] a[n]d if lie seie 
fat riht axef to defende violence be violence f 
An feihtinge be feyhtinge f [2723] Certes 3e seie sofe 
whan f e defence is done riht anone wif -outen interualle or 
with-owten tarynge or delaye [2724] for to defenden him 
& nouht for to vengen himf [2725] And it be-houef 
fat a man putte suche temperance in his defense 
[2726] fat men liaue no cause ne Matire to reproue 
him fat defendef him of excesse & outrage. [Car mi- 
trement Oe seroit contre droit et contre raison (Eeg. 19 G xi)] 
[2727] IF Parde 36 wote wele fat 36 maake no defense 
as nowe for to defende 30we. bot for io venge 30we 
[2728] f And so sewef it fat 3e haue no wil to 3oure 
dede attemperally f [2729] And fere-for me finkef fat 
pacience is goode IF For Salomon seif e f he fat is nouht 
pa^cient schal haue grete harme 

[2730] IF Certes qwod Mellibe J. graunt wele fat 
whan a man is vnpacient & wrofe of fat fat touchef 
him nouht & fat at apperteignef nouht to him i f ouht it 
harme him it is no wondere [2731] for fe lawe seifef 
he fat is coupable f fat entre-metef him or medelef him wif 
suche finges as perteignef nouht to himf [2732] IF And 
Salomon seife. That he fat entermetef^.him of fe 
noyse & f e strif of a-nof ere man is like to hime fat takef 
an hunde be fe eresf [2733] ffor riht as he fat take 
a strange honde be f e eres is ofere while beten wif 
fe honde f [2734] riht in fe same wise it fe resown fat 
he haue harme. fat by his inpacience medelef him of 
f e noyce of anof ere man f wher as it apperteinef nouht vnto 
him [2735] ^ ^^^ 3^ knowen wele fat fis dedef fat 
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is to seie my greue & my disese touchef me liht 
nyhe . [2736] IT And J?ere-for Jjeih J. be wrope & im- 
pacientf it is no merveile [2737] IF And saueinge ^oure 
grace ,1. can nou3t see }?at it myht gretly harme 
Jjeih. J. take vengeance [2738] ffor J. am more Eicher & 
myhte pan myne enemys biene [2739] ^ -^^^ ^^^^ 
knowe ^e pat be mony & lie haxieinge grete posses- 
sions bien al pinge of pis werld gouernede f [2 740] 
And Salomon seip AH pinges obeyne to 
money f 

[2741] IT Whan prwdence bad herd hir husbonde 
to avaunten him of his riches & of his monye f & dispreyse- 
inge of pe poner of his aduersaries f Sche spak & seide on 
pis wise [2742] [Gertes tresehier sires'] J. graunte pat 
3e be riht riche & myhtyf [2743] & pat pe risches 
bien goode to hem pat haue wele geten hem. & pat 
wele can vsen hem [2744] IT For riht as pe body of 
man maie nojt leue w/t/^outen soulef ne more may it 
leue wip-outen temperale godes [2745] IF And be rich- 
es may a man geten him grace f [2746] IF And 
pe^'-for seipe Pamphillesi If any goddes doubter he seipe 
be riche f sche maie chese he seipe of a pousand men . [lequel 
quelle veuU pour mary [2747] Et de mil (MS Eeg. 19 C xi^ 
leaf 61, back, col. 1)] one wil not for-saken hnr ne refuysen 
hire. [2748] IF And pis Pamphiles seipe al so if poii be 
riht happef pat is to seie if pou be riht riche pou 
schalt finde a grete nombre of frendes & felawes [2749] 
IF And if pi fortnn cha«*nchep pat if pou wex pore f ffare 
wele frenchipp & phelauschipe f [2750] ifor pou schalt be 
alone wip-outen any company . bot if be pe 
compaigne of good folke [2751] IF And 3itte seipe p^s 
Pamphiles more ouere i pat pei pat bieii pralle & 
bonde of lignage scholne be maade worpe & noble be 
richessef [2752] And riht so as be ryches pere 
comen mony godes f Eiht so be pouert comep 
.mony harmes & yuels f [2753] ffor grete pouerte con- 
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streynej) a man to done mony yuels [2754] IF And fere- 
for clepej) Cassidor. pouert. fe moder of ruyen. 
[2755] Jjat is to seie fe moder of onere frdweinge. or 
fallinge doune. [2756] And Jjerfor seij) Pers Alphons. 
One of fe grettest aduersarie of fis werlde isf [2757] 
whan a fre be kinde or of birfe is constreyned 
be ponert to eten J?e almes of his enemyef [2758] If And 
Jje same seij?. Innocent In one of his bokes seij> 
fat J?e sorweTul & J?e mys happe is fe condicion of a pouer 
beggere . [2759] ^'^^ i^ ^^ ^^^f nouht his mete he deyejj for 
hungered [2760] And if he ax he deyej? for schame f 
And algates necessite constreinep him to axe. [2761] 
And ]?er-for seiJ? Salomon f fat better is to deie fan 
to haue suche pouert f [2762] ^nt seif Salo- 
mon! fat better is to deie of bitter defe fan for to 
leue in suche wisef [2763] Be fes resowns fat .1. 
haue seide vnto 30wef and be mony of ere resons fat .1 
coufe seif [2764] I graunt 30we wele fat riches bene 
good to hem fat geten hem welef & to hem fat wele 
vsen hem. [2765] And fer-fore wil .1. schewe 
30we howe 30 schali haue 3owe f [eii amassant les 
richesses et en vsant de celles (MS Eeg. 19 C xi, 
If 61, back, col. 2.)] 

2766] IF First 3e schol geten hem w/t/i-oute grete 
desire be goode. leyser so-keingly & nouht ouere Hastely f 
[2767] ffor a man fat is to desireinge to gette riches f 
aboundenef him first to f eft f & to att of ere yuels f 
[2768] And fere-fore seif Salomon. He fat hastef 
him ouere besilye to wax riche schal be none Innocent f 
[2769] He seife also fat fe richesse fat hastely commef to 
a man . Sone & lyhtly gof e & passef fro a man f 
[2770] IF But fat richesse fat commef litett & lytel 
wexif alweie & multiplief f [2771] H And sire 3e schal 
gete richesse ynouhe be 30wre witte & be 3oure trauaile vnto 
30ure profite [2772] And fat wif-owten wronge or harmef 
doinge to any of ere person f [2773] ^ ^^^ f® I^we 
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seijje fere make)? no man him self riche if he do 
harme to anofere wyghtf [2774] [Car la Joy dit que 
droit et nature deffent gue nulz ne se face riclie au 
dommaige dautruy-(M.S Eeg. 19 C xi, If 62, col. 1)] 
[277^ IT And TuUius seife fat no sorwe ne no drede 
of defe ne no finge fat maie fatt to a man [2776] 
is so muche ajeines nature f As a man to encrese his 
owen prolite to fe harme of anofere man i [2777] And fouhe 
fe grete men & fe riche men geten richesse More 
lihtly fan font [2778] 3it schalt fou nouht bien ydel ne 
slowe to done f i profitt f ffor fou schalt in al wise lii3e 
ydelnesse ^ [2 7 79] IT For Salomon . seif e fat Idelnesse techef 
a man to done many yuelsf [2780] And eke he 
seif fat he fat trauailef & bysif him to tilien 
his londe schal eten brede [2781] Bot fat is Idel & 
castef him nouht to do no besines ne occupaciou/?/ schal faH 
in-to pouert & deye for hunger f [2782] And he fat is 
ydel & slowhe ne can neuer finde couenable time For to 
done his profite [2783] IT For fere is a versifioz^r fat seife 
fe ydel man excusef him in winter because of fe 
grete coldc ^ and in somer be cause of f e grete hete f 
[2784] ffor fes causez seife Catoiif Wakef & enclynef 
30W nou^t oue?'e mechel for to slepe For ouere muche rust 
causef & norischef mony vices [2785] IF And ferefore 
seife seinte lerome Dof e some goode dedes fat f e deuel 
whiche is oure enmye ne finde 30we vn-occupiedf 
[2786]^ For f e deuel ne takef nou^t lihtly vn-to his worche- 
inge suche as he findef y occupied in good werkes i 

[2787] IF Than fus in geteinge riches 3e 
mot fLi3e ydelnesse f [2788] & afterward 3e scholne vse 
f e richesse f e whiche 3e haue getten be 30ure witte & be 
30ure trauayle [2789] In suche a maner fat men 
halden 3owe nouht scarce ne to spareinge ne to foole large f 
fat is to seie ouere large a spender f [2790] For riht as 
men blam an auarous man be cause of his scarste f 
& finkeinge [2791] in same wisef he is to blame 
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fat spende]) oner largely. [2792] ^f An fer-for seyfe 
cat5nf Yse J>e richesse fat fou hast goten 
[2793] in suche maner fat men liaue no matier ne 
cause to clepe fe wreche ne cliinclie [2794] 
For it is grete schame to a man to haue a pouer hert 
& a riclie puree [2795] f He seife also fe goodes fat 
fou haste goten vse hem be Mesuref fat is to seine 
spend mesurablyef [2796] for fei fat folely wasten 
& dispenden fe goodes fat fei haue [2797] whan 
fei haue no more propre of hire owen f fei sehapen hem 
to tak fe goodes of a-nofere manf [2798] I seie fan 
fat he schal ffle auarice [2799] vseinge 30ure riches 
in. suche manere fat men seie nouht fat joure richesse 
hue yberedf [2800] Bot fat ^e haue hem in ^oure 
miht & in 3oure weldeinge [2801] IT ffor a wiseman 
reprouef f e auerouce man i And seife f us in in tuo 
versf [2802] Wher-to & Whi berif a man his 
goodes be his auarice And knowefe wele fat nedes 
most he deye f [2803] ffor [def] is f e ende offe euerj man 
as in fis present liff [2804] and for fat cause & 
enchesowne loynef he him or knyttef he him so fast 
vn-to his goodes f [2805] fat al his wittes mowe nouht 
deseuern him or departe him fro his goodes f 
[2806] And knowefe wele or ouht to knowe fat whan he 
is dede he schal not here it oute of fe 
werlde wif him f [2807] And f ere-for seif sein Austine fat 
f e Auerouce man is likkened vn-to heH f [2808] fat f e 
more it desireff fe more it swelowef & 
deuouref f [2809] IT And also wele as 3ewolde eschewe to ben 
ycleped an averous man or a chinche [2810] As wele 
scholde 30 gouerne 3owe & kepe 30we in suche a wise 
fat men clepe 30W nouht to large [281 1] IT f er-fore Tullius 
seife f The goodes he seife of fine house scholde 
not be hidde ne kepped in close bot fat fei myht 
ben opende wif pite . & wif debonartef [2812] If fat is to 
sei 3ef hem parte fat haf grete nede [2813] 
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iN'e J)i goodes sclial nou3t "be so open to ben eue?y 
mannes goodes. [2814] Afterwarde in geteinge of 30iire 
richesse & in vseinge hem ^e scholne alweie haue Jjrei 
Jinges in 301110 herte f [2815] [Cest assauoir dieu co7iscience 
et bonne fame [2816] Tu dots dongues auoir dieu en ton ceur 
(MS Keg. 19 C xi, K 62, bk, coL 1)] [2817] And for no 
richesse 30 scholne do no finge Jjat maie displesaz^nce to 
god [ton creafeur] [2818] IT For after 
Jje worde of Salomon. It is better to hane a litel goode 
wij) fe loue of godf [2819] fan to haue muche goode 
& tresor Ss lese ]je loue of his lorde godf [2820] 
And fe prophit seifef fat better it is to be a 
good man & haue litel goode & tresowrf [2821] fan to 
be holden a schrewe & to haue grete richesse [2822] 
IT Jit seye .1. forfer moref fat 30 seal 
done 3oure bisines to geten 30we rechesse [2823] so fat 
30 geten hem wif good conscience [2824] IT And f e Apostle 
seife fat fere is no finge in fis werlde of whiche we 
scholne haue so grete loye as when oure concience beref 
vs good wittenesse f [2825] And f e wise man seife f The 
substance of a man is ful good whan sinne is nouht in 
ma?znes conscience f [2826] IF Afterwarde in gettinge of 30ure 
richesse f And in vsinge of hem [2827] 30W must haue 
grete besinesse & grete diligence J?at 30ure good 
name be al weie kepped & conserued [2828] IT For Salo- 
mon seife f fat better it is & more aveilef a man 
to haue goode name fan to haue grete richesse f 
[2829] And If erf ore he seife in anofere place f Dof grete 
diligence seife Salomon! in kepeinge of fi frende & of 
fi goode name [2830] for it schal longer abide wif 
fe [fan] any tresor be it neuere so precious f [2831] 
And certes he scholde not be cleped a gentil man fat 
after god & good conscience al finges left fat ne dofe 
his besines ne diHgence to kepen his goode name 
[2832] If And Cassidorie seife fat it is signe of a goode 
hert whan a man louef & desiref to haue a -goode name f 
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[2833] An ])erfoiG seij) seij? seint Austiiie fat ]?ere 
beeixe tuo finges fat bien necessarie & nedeftiH . 
[2834] And Jjat is good co?zscience [2835] 
to fine owen penson 

inwardef & good loos of fin neibbowr outewarde 
[2836] And he fat trustuf bim so mucbel in bis goode 
conscience [^^37] P^^ ^® dispisef. 

his good name or loos and rekkef nou3t 
to kepe liis goode name f nys bot a cruel cherlle 

[2838] If Sire nowe haue J. schewde 30W howe ^e schol 
done in geteinge of ricbesse & howe je scbolne vsen hem f 
[2839] And .1. se wele fat for fe trust fat ye haue in 
rechesse ^e wol men Bataile & werref [2840] 
IT I counseH 30we fat 3e be-gynne no werre in trust of 
3bure ricbesse. For fei sufficen nouht werres to mai?i- 
tene [2841] IF And ferfore seif a Pbilosofre Ihat 
a man desiref & wil algates haue werre : schal 
neuer haue sufiiceance. [2842] For fe richer fat he is 
-f e gretter dispence mote be make f If he will haue wor- 
schippe & victorief [2843] And Salomon seifef fat fe 
gretter ricbesse fat a man haf e f f e more despendoures he 
hafef [2844] If And dere sir al be it sof fat for 30ure 
ricbesse 3e mai haue muche folkef [2845] 3utte bebouef 
it nouht ne it is nou3t goode to beginne werre f where as 30 
male in ofere manere ba-ue pees vnto 3oure worschip 
&.propbitef [2846] For fe victories of batailles fat bien 
in f is werlde lyf e nou3t in grete nombre of multitude of 
peple in f e vertue of man . [2847] Bot it life in 
fe win & in fe hande of oure lorde ibe^u cristf 
[2848] IT And fere-fore ludas Macbabeus whiche was 
goddes knyht f [2849] Whan he schold feyhten a3eines his 
aduersaries fat hadd a gretter nombre f & a gretter mul- 
titude of folke f & stronger fan was f e peple of Macha- 
bef [2850] 3it he comford his litel compaigne & 
seid^ ribt in fis wise f [2851] IF As lihtly quod he 
niay pure lorde god almyhty 3eue victori to fewe folkef 
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as to mony folke [2852] ffor j>G victorie of Bataile commej) 
nouht be grete nombre of peple f [2853] Bot it commef 
fro oure lorde of heuenf [2854] And dere sire for 
also miichel as fere is noman certeine i if it be worfi pat 
god ^if bim victorie \neant plvs se II est ceitain se II ^st 
digne de lamour de dieu\ or iiou3t f After 
|)at Salomon seijj f [2855] Tberfor euery man schold gretely 
drede werres to be-ginne [2856] IT And be-cause pat in 
Batailes scbolne fallen mony perilesl [2857] And bappepe 
ojjere wbile f J?at as sone is Jje grete man sleyne f as Jje lytel 
manf [2858] IF And as it [is] wreten in pe secunde boke of 
kingesf Tbe dedes of Bataile been aduenterous & 
vncerteinf [2859] ffor as lybtly as one is hnrte wij? a 
spere ^as a-noJ?er f [2860] And pere-fore it is grete perile in 
werre IT Ther-fore scholde men flee & escbewe werre in 
as mucbel as a man male goodly f [2861] IT For Salomon 
seijje be pat louep perile f scbal fal in penle 

[2862] If After pat dame Prudence bad spoken in 
pis manere Mellibe anseward &> seidef [2863] ^ !• ^^^ 
wele dame Prudence pat be 30wre faire wordes & be 
30ure resouns pat \yous mettez auant qice] pe werre likep 
30W no pinge f [2864] Bot .1. baue noubt 3it berde 3oure wise 
counsele bow .1. scbal do in pis nede f 

[2865] IF Certes quod scbe .1. counseile 30we to 
accorde witJi 30ure aduersaries & pat 3e baue pees 
wip bemf [2866] IF For^seinte lames seipe [en ses epistre] izsenegtie^, 
pat be Concorde & pees pat smale Eicbesse waxen Ires, coi.2.] ^ 
grete [2867] And be debate & discorde grete ricbes 
fallen dounef [2868] And 3e knowen pat of pe y 
grettest & most souereine pinge pat is in pis werlde 
is vnite &■ peesf [2869] IF And perfore seide oure lorde 
ibesu crist to bis Apostles in pfs wise [2870] IF Wei 
bappy & blissed be pei pat Ipuen & purcbasen 
peesf For pei Men cleped pe cbilderne of godf [2871] IF A 
qiiod. Mellibe f ISTowe .1. se wele 3e loue noubt my honour 
ne my worscbippe . [2872] Je knowen wele pat myne 
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adu^rsaries haue begon J)is debate . [ei la hrigve par leur 
oultraige\ [2873] ^^^ 3® seen wele fat Jjei neuer queren ne 
preyne me nouht of pees^f ne ])ei axe me nouht to be recon- 
siledf [2874] Wil 3e J)an J)at .1. go meke me & 
obeye me to bem & crye bem Mercyef [2875] ffor sofe 
Jat were not my worschipe f [2876] ffor ribt as men seine 
fat oner grete bnmblesse engender]) despisinge. So 
farejje it be to grete bumilite & mekenesse 

[2877] IF )pan by-gan dam prudence to make sem- 
blante of wraffef & seide [2878] certes sire sane 
3onre grace f I lone 3onre honour & 30ure profite as .Ldo 
myn owen. & euer bane done [2879] ^® 3® ^^ none 
ofere sawe neuer ]?e cowtraryef [2880] IT And. 3it if J. 
badde seide 3e~ scbolde baue purchased fe pees & 
fe reconsiliacion f I. badde noubt mecbel mestaken me 
ne .1. saide amysf [2881] ffor fe wise man seife. The dis- 
cencion be-ginne|) be <anoJ?ere manf & fe reconsileinge 
be-ginnef be J)i self [2882] IF An Jje profet seifef 
ffiye scbrewdenesse & do goodnesse f [2883] Secbe pees & 
folowe it in al so mucbe as in j?e is i [2884] Jit seif be noubt 
3e scbollen fe rafer pursewe to 3oure aduersarie 
fan J?ei scbollen to 30we [2885] IT for .1. knowe wele 30 
bene so barde y-berted fat 36 wil do no finge for me. 
[2886] IF And Salomon, seifef fat be fat bafe oner barde 
an hert f atte f e last he schal myshapp & mystide f 

[2887] Whan Mellibe had herde dame produce 
maake semblant of wraffe he seide in fis wise. [2888] 
Dame .1. preie 30we fat 3e be nouht displesed of finges 
fat .1. seie 30we [2889] IF For 3e knowe wele fat .T. [am] 
angry & wrofe & fat is no wonder [2890] And fo fat 
been wrofe weten nouht wele what f ei done f ne what f ei 
seine f [2891] Where-fore fe prophete seifef fat 
troubled eyen baue none clere siht [2892] Bot sittefe 
& counselef me ribt as 3e list f For f I am redy to done 
ribt as 3e wol desire [2893] ^ ^^^ i^ 3® reproue me of my 
folye .1. am more holden to loue 3owe & to preise 
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jowe . [2894] For Salomon seijje he ]?at reprouej) 
him fat do]? folye [2895] ^® schal finde gretter grace 
pan he pat disceyue]? him be wordes * 

[2896] Than seide dame Prudence .L make no 
semhland of wrappe ne of anger hot for joure owen profit * 
[2897] For Salomon seipe ^IF He is more worpe pat re- 
■prouep or chidep a foole for his foly scheweinge him 
semblant of wrappef [2898] pan he pat supportep him 
& preisep him in his mys-doinge & lauhep att his 
folye [2899] If And pis Salomon seip affterwardef 
pat by pe sorweful visage of manf pat is to seyef be 
pe sory & pe heny countenance of a man [2900] pe foole 
correctep & amende him selfe 

[2901] IT Than seide Mellibef IF I schal nouht kon An- 
sewere vn-to so mony resons as ^e puttep to me & 
schewepf [2902] seipe schortly 30ure wjR & ^oure con- 
seile And .1. am redy . to ffulfiUe & performe 

[2903] IT Than Dame Prudence discouerd aH hire wiH 
vn-to him &, seide f [2904] I counsel 30we q^iod sche 
abouen aH pinge f pat ^e maken pes be-twene god <fe 
^owef [2905] & bepe reconsilede vn-to him & to his 
grace [2906] For as .L haue seide 3owe here be-fornef God 
hape suffred 30we to haue pis tWbulacione & disese. for 
30ure sinnes f [2907] And if 3e done as .1. seie 3owe god wiH 
sende 30wre aduersaries vnto 30we f [2908] & maaken hem 
to fallen att 30Ure fete rede to done 30ure wiH & youre com- 
mandement [2909] IT For Salomon seipe whan pe con- 
dicione is plesant & likeande vnto godf [2910] He 
chaungep pe hertes of ma7^nes adue?'saries f & con- 
streynep hem to besechen him of pees & of grace f 
[291 1] & .1. praye 30 we lete me speke wip 30ure aduersarics 
in pnue place f [2912] for pei schol not knowe pat it 
be 30ure witt or 3oure assent f [2913] And pan whan 
.1. knowe her wil and here assent i I. may counsel 3oue 
more surely f 

[2914] IT Dame qiwd Mellibef dope 30ure wiH & 
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3oure likeinge . [2915] For .1. putte me holy in joure 
disposicione & ordinance . 

[29i'6] IT Than dame prudence whan sche sawe fe 
good wil of of hire hnsbonde f Sche'delyuerly toke a-vise in 
her^ self [2917] finkinge howe sche myht bringe fis 
iieede vnto a good conclusione & to a good endef 
[2918] And whan sche sawe hire time f sche sente for fe 
aduersaries to come to hire into A p9'me place f 
[2919] And schewde wisely vnto hem Jje grete goodenesse 
fat co?7^me|) pf Pees f [2920] And pe grete harmes & 
perils fat bene in werrpf [2921] And seiden to hem in 
goodely manere howe fat hem au3ten to haue grete re- 
pentance [2922] of fe iniury & fe wronge fat fei 
hadden done to Melhbe here lorde an vnto hire & vnto 
hire douhtere f 

[2923] And whan fei herden fe good wordes of 
dame prudence f [2924] fei weren so supprised & 
rauysshed & hadden so grete loye of hire fat wonder 
was to teHf [2925] IT A lady quod fei 3e haue schewde 
vn-to vs f e bhsse of swettnesse after f e ^ sawe of 
dauid fe profettef [2926] For fe reconsileinge whiche fat 
we ne be not worfi to haue in no manere f [ 2927] IT Bot we 
ouhten to require it wife grete contricione & humilitef 
[2928] 3e of 3oure grete goodnesse haue p?^esented v^to vs f 
[2929] IF ]!!^owe see we wele fat f e conscience & f e conynge 
of Salomon is ful trewe. [2930] For he seife fat 
swette wordes multiplien & encresen frendes f And 
maken schrewes to be debonaire & meke f 

[2931] IF Certe qzwd fei we putte oure dede & 
al oure matier & cause & holy in-to 30wre good willef 
[2932] & bene redy to obeye to f e speche of f e com??mnde- 
ment of my lorde Mellebef [2933] IF And fe^^fore dere 
& benyngne ladyf we preyne 3owe & be-sechen 3owe as 
we kon & mowen [2934] fat ^fat it like vn-to 
30ure grete goodnesse to- ful-lille in dede 3oure goode 
wordes [2935] IF For we considern & knoweleche 

LANSDOWNE 634 (6-T. 245) [Ueaf 204, back 



SIX-TE^T 246 

GEoup B. § 10. MELiBEUs. Lansdownc MS. 

fat we liaue offended & grened my lorde Mellibe oute of 
xeson & mesure [2936] so fer forfe pat we be nouht of pouere 
to maken him amendesf [2937] And fere-fore we oblige 
vs & onre frendes for to done al his wille & 
commandement [2938] Bot peradiienture he hafe suche 
heuynesse & suche wrafjje to vs warde because of oure 
offense f [2939] pat [he] wil enioyne vs suche peyne 
as we maie nouht here ne susteine . [2940] IT And per-fore 
noble ladyf we be-sechen 30ure wo?7imanly pyte [2941] 
to take suche avisemen in pis nedef pat we ne oure 
frendes be nouht disherited [et pei^dus] porwhe oure 
folye 

[2942] IT Certes quod Prudence it is it is an harde pinge 
& riht perilous [2943] pat a man putte him in pe 
arbitracione & lugement al vtterlyf & in pe myht & 
pouere of his ennemys f [2944] For Salamon seipe f Leuep 
m4 & 3if credence to pat .1. schal seine i .1. saie 
[tout joeuple et toutes gens et gouuerneurs de gloire 
(Eeg. 19 C xi)] [2945] I^e 3eue neuere pi sonwe ne pi wif . pi 
frende ne pi self [2946] vn-to pe hondes ne myht of pine 
ennemye i [2947] And JSTapeles .1. counsel 30we 
iSe il a doncgues deffendu que on ne donne \j)uis8ance\ 
sur soy a freYe ne a amy (MS Eeg. 19 C xi, leaf 64, col. 2)] 
[2948] By a stronger resone he defendep & forbedepe a 
man to 3eue him selfe vn-to his ennemye f [2949] IF And 
napeles .1 counsel 3owe pat 30 mistrust nouht my lorde f 
[2950] for .1. wote wele & knowe wele pat he is 
debonaire & meke large <fe curteise [2951] & no 
pinge desirous of good ne Couytous to haue richesse f [2952] 
ffor pere is no pinge in pis werlde pat he desirep 
saue worschipe & honour i [2953] Forpermore 
.1. knowe wele & .1. am riht sure pat He schal no pinge 
do in pis nedef wip-oute myne counsel f [2954] And .1. 
schal so werchen in pis cause be pe grace of oure lorde 
god pat 3e scholne be reconsiled vnto vs /:/ 

[2955] Then seiden pei wip vo3^cef H Worschipful 
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lady we putten vs & oure good al fully in 30ure wille 
& disposicioz^n [2956] & bene redy to comm.e whan 
it like J) vnto 301110 noblesse f to lemete vs or to assigne 
vs [2957] for maken oure obligacion f & bynde vs as stronge 
as it lykejj vn-to 3oure goodnesse [2958] fat we male 
fulfills fe wil of 3oue & of my lorde Mellybe . 

[2959] IF Whan dame Prudence had -herde fe on- 
sewers of pes men ^e badde hem gone a3eine prmelyf 
[2960] & sche retourned a-3eine to hire lorde Mellibe • And 
tolde him howe sche fande his aduersaries repentaunt [2961] 
And knowlecheinge ful reuerently * & lowly her sinnes &tres- 
pasf & howe pei were redy to suffur al peine f [2962] Be- 
quireinge him & preyinge him of Mercy & pytee 

[2963] IF Then seide Mellibe he is wele worpi to 
haue pardone & for-3euenesse [qui nexcuse point son 
pechie [2964] mais recognoist et sen repent et demande 
indulgence [2965] Car seneque dist la est remission 
(MS Eegi 19 C xi, If 64, bk)] wher as confession isf 
[2966] For confession is neyhbot^r to Innocence [2967] 
IF And pe Wiseman seipe iii anope/* place f he pat hap schame 
of his sinne & knowleche it is worpi haue mercy /./ 
And pere-fore .1. assent & conferme to haue pees 
[2968] IF Bot it is good pat we do it nouht wip-outen pe 
wil & assent of oure frendes f 

[2969] IF pan was Prudence riht gladde & ioyful 
& seide f [2970] Certes s^V c\uod. sche 30 haue goodely & 
wele ansewarde [2971] IF For riht as be counsel, 
assent & helpeinge of 30ure frendes 3e haue be stired 
to venge 30we _& maake werre [2972] Eiht so wip- 
outen hire counsel schol 30 nouht accorf powhe 30 ne haue 
pees wip 30ure aduersa^ries f [2973] ffor pe lawe seypef 
Ther is no pinge so good be waie of kinde As pinge 
to bene vnbounden by him pat it was y-boundende f 

[2974] And pan dame Prudence wipe-outen delaye 

or taryinge sent anone Messageres for here kinne & for 

..hire olde frendes pat were trewe & wise [2975] 
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And tolde hem be order in ]je presence of Mellebe al 
)?e Matier as it was abouen exp?'essed & declared f [2976] 
And preyden hem J?at j?e wolde 3enen hire a wise coun- 
seile what best were to done in Jjis matiere f [2977] IF And 
whan Millebes counsel hadd taken hire a-vise&goode deliber- 
acione of fe forseide matier f [2978] And hadde examyned 
it be grete besines & grete diligence! [2979] fei 3auen 
ful cownseile for to haue pees & rest. [2980] And Jjat 
Mellibe schold receyue it with goode herte of his adue?'saries 
to for-^euenesse & mercje f 

[2981] And whan dame Prudence hadd herde ]>e 
assent of hire lorde Mellibe . And J?e counsel of here frendes 
[2982] accorded wij) her wil & entencion [2983] 
sche was wonderly glad in hert & seide. [2984] 
IF There is an olde prouerbe quod sche seife f pat ' fe 
godnesse fat Jjou maist do fis dale do it [2985] & 
abide it nouht ne delaye it nouht til to morwe [2986] IF And 
pe^fore .1. counsel pat 36 send 3oure messagiers wiche 
Jjat ben discrete & wyse [2987] vn-to 3oure aduersaries 
tellynge hem on 3oure be-halue [2988] if Jjei wil 
trete of pes & of accordef [2989] pat pei schapen hem 
w?'t7i-outen de-laie or tariinge to come to vs /./ [2990] 
whiche pinge performed was indede [2991] IF And 
whan pes trespassours & repentinge folke of here 
folyesf pat is to seie pe aduersaries of Mellibe. [2992] 
had herde what pes messagiers seideii vn-to hem 
[2993] pe were ful gladde . & ioyful & ' anseward 
ful mekely & heninglji [2994] 3eldeinge graces & 
ponkes to her lord Mellibe . & to al his compaigne f 
[2995] And schopen wip-outen delay to gone wip pe 
messagiers i & Obey to pe co??imandement of here lord 
Mellibe 

[2996] IF And riht anone pe token her weie to 
Mellibe [2997] & toke pe somme of here 
irewe wordes & frendes to maken feip for hem f and for to 
bien her borwes [2998] IF And whan pei camen to 
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fe presence of Mellibe he seide hem fes wordesf 
[2999] It standej? fus qiiod Mellibe f & sojie it is 
pat 3e [3060] causels and wijj-oute skil & resown 
[3001] haue done grete Iniuries & wronges to me & to 
my wif Dame Prudence f & to my douhter alsof [3002] IF For 
3e haue entred in-to myne howse be violence [3003] & haue 
done suche outrage i pat all men knowe wele fat je haue 
deserued fe depe [3004] % And ff^re-fore wil .1. knpwen 
& witen of 3owe [3905] weper pat ^e wil putte j)e 
punysshement & pe chasteysinge & pe vengeance of 
pis outrage hi pe wil of me & of my wif dame Prudence 
or 36 wil nouht f 

[3006] Than pe wyse^t of hem pre answarde for 
hem al. & seide. [3007] If Sire quod he we knowen 
wele pat we bien vnworpi to co^nme to 30ure courte 
of so grete a lorde & so worpe as 36 bien f [3008] And for 
we haue so gretely mys-taken vs & haue offended & agilte 
in suche a wise a3eines 3oure hihe lord.schippe [3009] pat 
trewlye we haue deserue'de pe depf [3010] Bot 3it for 
pe grete goodnesse & debonarte pat al pe werlde 
wittenessep of 30ure persown [30,11] * We submitte v^ vn-to 
pe hihe excellence & benignite of 30ure gracious lorschip 
[;joi 2] and bien rede to obeie vn-to al 3oure cowimandementes 
[3013] Besecheinge 30we pat of 3oure merciable pitee to 
wylne consider oure grete repentance & lowe submissione f 
[3014] And to grante vs fpr-3efnesse of owre owtrageous 
trespas & offense f [3015] For wel we knowe pat 3oure 
liberale grace & mercye strecchen ferper iurto goode- 
nesse pan done owre outrageous giltes & trespasses in-to 
wikkednessef [3016] albeit pat cursedly & damp- 
nablye we haue gilte a3eines 3owre hihe lordschippe f 

[3017] Than Mellibe toke him vpe fro pe grounde 
ful benyngly [3018] & receyued here obligacions & here 
landes by hire opes vppon here plegges & her borwes [3019] 
& assigned hem a certein daie to retorne vn-to his 
courtesf [3020] for to accepte & receyve pe sentence & 
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luggement fat IMellibe wold conuinde to be done on hem 
be pe causes aforne seidef [3021] wliiche Jjinge ordeintf 
enery man retourned to his hoiis /f/ 

[3022] And whan Jjat Dam prudence sawhe her 
time sche f[r]eyned & axed her lord Mellibef [3023] Whatte 
vengeance he fouht to take on his aduersaris 

[3024] IF To whiche IMellibe anseward & seidef Certes 
q?/od [he]f I. fenke & pwrpos fully [3025] to dis- 
herit hem of al J)at pei halief. & for to putten 
hem in exile for ener more 

[3026] Certes qiiod Dame Prudence fis were a cruel 
sentence & mechel a3eines resozmf [3027] For ^e be riche 
ynowe & hauejj no node of opere mennes goode f [3028] 
and 30 myht lyhtly geten 30W a couetouse 
name. [3029] whiche is a vicious finge & ouhtc be 
eschewed of enery manf [3030] ifor after fe sawe 
of J>e Apostle Couetise is rote of al harmesf 
[3031] IT And pere-foTQ it were better to lese so mucliel 
goode of 30ure owen : pan for to tak of here goode in pis 
manere . [303 2] IT For bette?' it is to lese goode wij? worschippe 
Jjan it is goode to wynne worschippe wiJ? velanye and scliame 
[3033] IF And eue?y man ouhte to done his besinesse 
to geten him a goode name i [3034] And jitte schal he nouht 
onely keppen him in kepinge of his good name i [3055] Bott 
he schal also enforcen him alweie to done some f inge be 
whiche he may renouelle his goode name [3036] For it is 
.y-writte.f pat f e olde good lose or goode name of a man 
is sone gone & passed f whan it is nouht newed ne re- 
nouelled/f/ [3037] And as toucheinge fat 3e seyne fat 36 
wol exile 30ure aduersariesf [3038] fat fenkef me 
muchel a3eines reson & out of mesuref [3039] Con- 
sider f e power fat f ei haue 30uen 3owe vpon hem selfe f 
[3040] And it is wreten fat he is worfe to lesen his 
pnuelege fat mysvsefe fe myht & fe pouere fat 
is 3ouen him f [3041] IF And .1. sette caas fat 3e myht annoye 
hem fat peyne be riht & lawe. [3042] whiche .1. 
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trowe 36 may not dof [3043] I. seye ne niyht not 
put it to excutionf paradnenture [3044] & ]?an 
were it likly to retorne to fe werre as it was "be-fornef 
[3045] IF And jjer-fore if 36 wiH fat men do 30we" obseruance 
& obeysaz^nce f 36 most deme more curteisly i [3046] fis is to 
seine 36 most 3eue mor esi sentence & luggementzf 
[3047] for it is wreten jjat he fat most curtesly 
commandef f to bim . men most obey en [3048] IT And per- 
fore .1. praye 30 we fat in f is necessite f & in f is nede 
36 casten fere-fore to ouere-come 30ure bert f [3049] IF For 
Senec seif e be fat ones ouere-commef bis bert ^ ouer-commef 
twyesf [3050] IT And Tullins seifef fer is nofinge so 
commendable in a grete lorde * [3051] as wban be is debon- 
aire & meke & appesef bim mekely f [3052] IT And .1. preie 
30we fat 36 wil for-bere no we to do vengeance [3053] in 
sucbe maner fat 30ure goode name may be kepped & 
conseruedf [3054] and fat men maie bane cause & 
matiere to preyse 3owe of pite & of mercyef [3055] And 
fat 36 baue no cause to repente 30we of f inge fat 36 done f 
[3056] IF For Senec seif e f be repentef bim 171 yuel 
mane^^e fat repentef bim of bis victorie [3057] where- 
fore .1. preie 30We i lete . Mercy be in 30ure 
berte i [3058] to f effecte & f entente fat god 
al mybty baue Mercy vpon 30we in bis last lugementf [3059] 
[Car saint laqties dit en hpistre lugement (19 C xi.)] wif 
outen mercy scbal be to him fat bafe no mercye of 
anof ere wybt 5 

[3060] If Wban Mellibe badde herd fe grete skils 
& resons of dame Prudence f and of hire wise informacions 
& techeinges [3061] bis bert gan ehcline to fe will of 
his wif consi^eringe to fe trewe entent [3062] con- 
formed him a-nane 1 & assented ffully to worchen after hire 
conseilef [3063] & fongede god of wbome procedef al 
godenesse fat bim sent a wif of so [grete] 
discrecione f [3064] H And wban f e dale cam fat bis aduer- 
saries scbold appere in bis presence . [3065] He spak 
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to hem ful goodly And seide to hem in pis wise f [3066] Al be 
it soof fat of 30ure pride & be presumcion & foly. 
& of 301110 necligence & vnkunynge [3067] 30 haiie 
misborne 3owe & trespassed to mei [3068] 3itt for al 
so muche as J. see & beholde 3onre gre[te] humilitef 
[3069] & J?at 30 bene sori & repentant of 3orire giltes 
[3070] it constreyne me to do 30we grace & mercyef 
[3071] wherefore .1. receyve 3owe to my g]:acef [3072] & 
for-3eue 30we vtterly al JjofFences Iniuries & wronges 
J)«t 30 haue done a3eines me & myne. [3073] to fis 
affecte & to fis ende pat god of his endeles mercy 
[3074] wole att pe time of oure deyeinge for^euen oure 
gelte pat we haue trespased vn4o liiwi 171 pis wrecched 
werldf [3075] II For doubtelesse * if we bien sory & repentant 
of pe sinnes & giltes pe whiche we haue trespasede in pe 
siht of oure lorde godef [3076] He is so fre & so merci- 
ful [3077] pat he wil for-^euen vs ower giltes [3078] 
& bringe vs vnto pilke blisse pat neuere hap ende f 
To whiche blisse he vs bringe pat blod on crosse for vs 
spreynde . Qui cum -patre &c. 

Explicit^ Fabula Galfridi Chaucer/ de BTellibeo . Milxte 
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Incipit Prologus de Monacho . ion lea/m} 

Whan endede was fe tale of Mellibe 
And of Prudence & of hire benygnite 3080 

Oure Oste seide as J. am ffeij?ful man 
And be pe precious corpus madrian 
I had leuere fan a barel ale 

That goo 1 lef my wif hadde herde fis tale 3084 

For sche nys no finge of suche pacience 
As was Jjis Mellebes wif Prudence 
Be goddes bones whan .1. bete my knaues 
Sche bringej? me Jje grete clobbed staues 3088 

And criej? slee^ J?e dogges eueryclione [lorsieo] 

And breke]) boJ?e bak & bone 

And if fat any neigheboruhe of myne [leaf 206, back] 

Wil nouht in cherche to my wif encline 3092 

Or be so hardy to hire to trespas 
Whan sche commej? home sche rumpejj in my face 
And crie]? false cowarde wreke fine wife 
By corpus bones f I. wil haue fi knyf 3096 

And fou schalt haue myn distaf & go spynne 
Pro day to nyht riht J; us wil sche be-ginne 
Alas sche seife fat euer y was schape 
To wedde a mylkesoppe or a coward ape 3100 

Jjat wil be ouere ladde wif eue^y wight 
f ou darst nou3t stonde be f i wif ariht 
f is is my lyf hot fat .1. wold fiht 

And oute att fe dore anone ,1. mot me diht 3104 

Or elles .1. am lost hot if fat J. 
Bue like a wilde lione foole hardye 
.1. wote wele sche wil do me sle sum daie 
Some neihbo«*?'f & fan go my waie 3108 

For .1. am perilous witJi knyf on honde 
Albeit fat .1. dar hir nou^t wif -stonde 
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For sche is bigge in armes be my feife 

J?at schal he finde fat hire misdofe or seijje 3112 

Eot lat vs passe a-weie fro }7is matiere 

My lorde sir monke he seipe bef e merye of chere 

For 3e schal tel a tale trewly 

Lo Eouchester stant here fast by 3116 

Eide forjje myne owen lorde breke nouht oure game 

Bot be my troufe .1. knowe nou^t 3oure naine 

Whe]7er .1. schal cal 30we my lorde Doune lohn 

Or dan Thomas or dan Albon 3120 

Opere of whatt house be je be 30ure fader kinne 

.1. vowe to good Jjou hast a ful faire skynne 

It is a gentil pasture pere Jjou goste 

Jjou ert nouht like a penant or a goste 3124 

Ypon my feij) Jjou ert sum officiere 

Somme worjje sexteyne eyjjere sum celerere 

ro[r] be my fader soule as to my dome 

Jjon ert a maister whan Jjou ert att home 3128 

1^0 pouer cloistrer ne no pouer no vise 

Bot a goue?*noure a wilye & wise 

And fere-wijj-al of braunes & of bones 

A wele faringe persone for Jje nones 3132 

.1. preie to god gif him confusione Qeaf 207] 

Jjat firste Jje brou^t in-to religione 

J^ou woldest liaue be a tredefoule ariht 

Haddest Jjou as grete leue as jjou hast myht 3136 

To performe al Jji luste in gendrure 

Jjou hadest be-geten mony a creature 

Alas whi weres Jjou so wide a cope 

God 3eue Jje sorwe and .1. were a pope 3140 

Xowht onely Jjou bot euery myhty man 

Theihe he were schore hihe vpon his panne 

Schol haue a wif for al Jjis werlde is lorne 

Religion hajj tak vp al Jje corne 3144 

Of tredeinge & we burel men bene schrimpes 

Of feble tres pere co^iime feble impes 
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J?is make]? fat oure heires bene so sklender 

And febel jjat fei male nouht wele engender 3148 

This make]? jjat oiire wifes wil assaie 

Eeligious folke for ]jei male better paie 

Of venus Payment fan may we 

God woot no lusshbo2^?'ues paie ^e. 3152 

Eot be nou3t wroJ?e my lord fouhe Jjat .1. pleie 

Eol in game a sofe .1. baue herd seie 

This worfi monke toke al pacience 

And seid .1. wil do al my diligence 3156 

As fere as sounej) vnto honeste 

To telle 30ue a tale or tuo or fre 

And if 3owe lust herken hiderwarde 

.1. wil 30we seie fe lif of seint Edwarde 3160 

Or elles Tregedise furst. wil .1. tell 

Of whiche .1. haue an hundrej) in my seH 

Tregedie is for to tel a certeine storie 

As olde bokes maken memorie 3164 

Of hem fat stode in grete prosperite 

And is yfall onte of hihe degre 

In-to myserie Sz endef wricchedlye 

And fei bien vesified comunly 3168 

Of sex fete wiche fat men clep exametrone 

In prose eke bien endited mony one 

And eke in metric in mony a sondre wise 

Lo fis ouht 3 owe ,I.-nonhe snffise 3172 

'Nowe herkenef if 30U luste for to here 

Bot first .1. 3one be-seche in fis matier^* . 

J^ouhe .1. be order tel nouht fes finges . [leaf 207, back] 

Be it of popes Emperoure or kynges 3176 

And affter her age as me wreten finde 

Bot tel hem some be-fore some be-hinde 

And it Gommef nowe to my remembrance 

Have me excused of myne ignorance . 3180 

Explicit Prologus . 
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Incipit fabula de Casibi^s viromm . ^ZlT/'^'^' 



Yi wil be-weile in maner of tregedrie 1^^ Theiiiumm- 

o ated Y ffoes 

J)e maner of him Jjat standef iii hihe degre S? Z ^m 
And felle so fat \er was no remedye ^ 

To Mnge hem out of her aduersite 3184 

For certeyne whan J?at fortune luste to flye 
J)ere maie no man of hire fe (bourse wiJ?-holde 

[ no gap in the MS.^ 

Bejje war By Jjis ensample 3onge & olde 3188 

Primo de Lucifero 

At Lucifer fouhe he an angele were 

And nouht a man att him .L wil beginne 

For feihe fort5n maie none angel dere 

Frome hihe degre 3it feH he fro his sinne 3192 

Doune in-to heH where as he 3itte is inne 

lucifer brihtest of aungeles afi 

Kowe ert fou Sathanas fat maist not twynne 

Owte of misery in which e J?ou ert faft 3196 

De Adame . pnmo \omine . 

Xo Adam in fe felde of Damasene 

Wif goddes owen fingere wrouht was he 

And nouht begeten of mannes sperme vnclene 

And welde al Paradise saueinge o tre 3200 

Hadd neuer werldly man so hihe degre 

As Adam til he for his goue?^nance 

Was dreven oute of his hihe prospe?'ite 

To labure & to hell & to muschance . 3204 
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Be Sampsone 

Lo Sampson whicke was annunciate 
Be pe Angel longe ar his natiuite 
And was god almyhty consecrate 

And stode in noblesse whiles he myht see 3208 

"Was neuer suche anoper as was he 
To speke of strenkep & per-to hardinesse 
Bott to his wif told he his secre . 

Jjoruhe whiche he slouhe him self foruh wrechednesse 3212 
De eodem . 

IT Sampson Jjis nobble & myhty champiofi cieaf280] 

WiJ)-outen wepe sane his hondes tueye 
He slowhe and al to-rent J?e lyoti 

To^ward his weddynge walkinge be Jje waie 3216 

He false wif coupe him plese & preie 
Til sche.his counseile knewe & sche vntrewe 
Vn-to his foos his consel gan be-wreye 
And him for-soke & toke a nojjer newe 3220 

De Eodem . 

IF An .C. foxes to Sampson for ire 
And al her tailes he to-geder bonde 
And sette pe fox tailes al on fire 

For he in euerj taile hadde putt a bronde 3224 

And pei brente al pe cornes in pat lande 
And al here Oliues & here vines eke 
A pousand men eke he slowhe wip his honde 
And hadde ne wepen bot an asse cheke 3228 

De Eodem 

IF When pei were sleine so persted him pat he 
Was nyhe lorne for whiche he gan to preie 
pat god wolde of his peine sum pits 

And send him drinke or elles most he dye 3232 

And of pis asse cheke pat was so drye 
oute of a wange tope spron anone a welle 
Of whiche he dranke . ynouhe schortly to seie 
Thus help him god as ludicum can telle 3236 
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De Eodem . 

IT Be verrei force att Gasan in a nyhte 

Maugre Jje felistiens of fat Cite 

The gates of f e tonne lie hafe vp pliht 

And on his bakke f y-karid hem haj? he 3240 

Hihe on hulle wher as men miht se 

noble almyhty sampson leiie & dere 

fat stronge & noble haJ? bue 

In al J)is werlde ne was fere neuer fi pere 3244 

De Eodem 

IF This Samson neuer sifer dranke ne wyne 

IsTe on hi[s] hede cam rasure none ne schere 

Be precepte of f e Messagier diuine 

For al his strenkef was in his here 3248 

And fully tuenty ^ere be 3ere 

He hadde of Israel fe goiie?'nance 

Bot after sone schal he wepe mony a tere cieaf208,backj 

For womman schal bringe him to meschaunce 3252 

IT Vnto his lemman DaHda he tolde 

fat in his heres al his strenkef laye 

And falsly to his fomen sche him solde 

And slepeinge vpon hir berme vpon a daie 3256 

Sche maade to clippe or schere his here a-waie 

And maade his fomen al his craft to spyen 

And whan f ei him fonde in snehe araie 

\)ei bonde him fast & put oute his ey^en • 3260 

De eodem . 

Bot er his here was clepped or y-schaue 

fere was no bonde fat myht him bynde 

Bott now is he in pWsone put in a kaue 

Where as fei maden him att f e queren grinde 3264 

noble Sampson stronkest of mankinde 

whilom luge in glorie & richesse 

Now maist f ou wepe -witJi fine yne blinde 

Sefen f ou ert fro welf e fal in-to wrechednesse 3268 
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Be eodem . 

IF The ende of fis caitifs was as .1. schal seie 

His fomen maade a feste vpon a dale 

And maden him as her fole to-forne him pleie 

And fis was [in] a temple of a grete araie 3272 

Bot att J?e last he maade a foul affraie 

For he tuo postes schoke & maade hem faH 

And doune fell pe temple & al per it laie 

And slowe him selfe & eke his fomen aH 3276 

De Eodem . 

If This is to seie fe pruices euerychon 

And eke a fousand bodis was fere sleyne 

Wjp fallinge of fe grete temple of stone 

Of Sampson ne wil .1. no more seyne 3280 

Be ware of fis ensample olde & pleyne 

fat no man tel her counsel til he[r] wyues 

Of suche f inge as fe wolde haue secre feyne 

If fat it touche her lymes or her lyues 3284 

De Ercule . 

IF Of Ercule f e souereine conqueroure 

Syngen his werkes lewde & hihe renonone 

For in his time of strengef he bare f e iloure 

He slowhe & raft f e scynne fro f e lyone . 3288 

He of Centaurus leide be host a doune Uegm. Jt repeats 

t l He slouhe & ratt {>e 

He arpies slowhe f e cruel birdes fett '^^'""' ^^'^ ^' ^^^"^ 

He golden apelles raft f e dragowne 

He drouhe oute Serberous f e hounde of heft 3292 

De eodem . 

IF He slowhe f e cruel tyrant Buserus 

And maade his hors to frete him flesche & bone 

He slouhe f e verrey serpent venemous 

Of Achilles tuo homes brak he one 32 96 

And he slowhe Cacus in a kaue of stone 

He slowhe f e Gyant Anteus f e stronge 

He slowhe fe Grisely bore & J>at anone 

And bare f e hede vpon his neke longe ^ 3300. 
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De Eodem 

Was neuere whihite sen J>e werlde bergan 

That sloulie so mony monstres as did he 

Jjoruhe-oute fis wide werlde his name ranne 

What for his streynkej? & his bounte 3304 

And euerye . Kealme went he for to see 

He was so stronge fat noman miht him lette 

A-boue fe werldes ende sei]?e trophe 

In stede of bondes he a piler sette 3308 

De Eodem 

IF A lemman hadd J>is noble champion 

pat hiht Dianier frische as maie 

And as pe clerkes maade mencione 

Sche ha]) him sent a schert frische & gaie 331 2 

Alas pis scherte & walawaie 

envenymed was subtil y wij? att 

Or fat he had werde it hafe a dai€ 

It maad his flesche fro pe bone fatt 3316 

De Eodem 

IF Bo napelesse scme clerkes hir excusen 

Be one pat hiht nescius pat it Maked 

Be as be maye .1. wil hir* nouht accusen 

Bon on his bake pis schert he weres al naked 3320 

Til pat his flesche was for pe venym blakede 

And whan he sauhe none oper* remedye 

In hote coles he hap him self rakede 

For wip no venym deynede he to deye 3324 

De Eodem . 

IT Thus starfe pis worpe myhte ercules [leaf 209, bacic] 

Lo who maie trust on fortune any prowe 

For him pat folowep al pis werlde of pres 

Er he bewarre is oft y-laide ful lowe 3328 

Ful wyse es he pat him self knowe 

Be war for whan pat fortune lust to glose 

Than weytep sche hir ma.n downe to proue 

Bu suclie a weie as he wolde lest suppose 3332 
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i)e Rege Nabugodonosor 

IF The myhty trone fe precious tresoure 

}je glorious septre & Eoial Maieste 

J?at hadde )je kinge IN'abugodonosore 

"WiJ) tunge vnnej? maie descriued be 3336 

He twyes name ihevusalem pe Cite 

The vessel of f e temple he wijj him ladde 

Att Babiloyne was his souereigne see 

In whiche his glorie & his deljte he had 3340 

De Eodem 

IT J?e fairest childern of J?e blode Eoial 

Of iherusalem he dide do gelde anone 

And maade eche of hem to bu his clerk e 

Amonge al opere Danyel was one 3344 

Jjat was fe wisest childe of euerychone 

For he ]?e dremes of fe kenge expounded 

"Where as in Caldeie clerk was fere none 

fat wist to what fyne his dremes sounded 3348 

De Eodem 

IT This proude kinge lete make a stature of golde 

Sexty Cubetes longe & .vij. in brede 

To whiche ymage bofe ^onge & olde 

Commanded he to loute & haue in drede 3352 

Or in a forneys ful of fiammes rede 

He scholde be bernt fat wold not obeie 

Bot neuer wolde assent to fat dede 

Danyel ne his 3onge felawes tweye 3356 

De eodem 

If This kenge of kinges proude & elate 

He wende god fat sittef in Mageste 

JSTe myht him nouht be-reue of fat estate 

Bot sodanly he lost his dignite 3360 

And like a beste him semed for to be 

And ete haye as an oxe & leye fere oute . 

In reyne wif wilde bestes walked he [leaf 210] 

Til certein time was comme aboute 3364 

LANSDOWNE 650 (6-T. 26l) 



SIX-TEXT 262 

GROUP B. § 12. monk's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Be eodem 

And ylike an egle fethers was his heres 

His nayles like birdes clowes were 

God releued him a certein ^eres 

And 3af him witte & J?an wij) mony a tare 3368 

He ]?onked god i and ener his lif in fere 

Was f he to done amys or more trespas 

And or Jjat time leide was on his here 

He knewe wele fat god was ful of myht & grace 3372 

Be Baltazar diet! "Regis Nabugodonosor filio . 

His sone which pat hiht Baltazar 

That helde pe regno after his fader daie 

He be his fader coupe nouht be war 

r^r proude he was of herte & of araye 3376 

And eke an ydolatre was he aye 

His hihe astate assured him in pride 

Bot fortune kest adoune & pere he laye 

And sodanly his regne gan deuide 3380 

Be eodem 

A feste he maade vn-to his lordes al 

vpon a time he maad hem blipe be 

And pan his officers gan he call 

Gope bringep forpe pe vesseles quod he 3384 

Whiche pat my fader in his prosperite 

Owte of pe temple of iherusalem be-rafte 

And to oure hihe goddes ponke we 

Of honowr pat oure holders wip vs laffce 3388 

Be eodem . 

His wif his lordes & his concubines 

Ay dranken whiles peire appetite laste 

Oute of pis noble vessels sondre wynes 

And on a wal pis kinge his y^e kaste 3392 

And sauhe an hand armelesse pat wrote ful fast 

For fere of whiche he qwoke & sikked sore 

This hand pat baltazar maade so sore agast 

Wrote Mane techel phare&f & no more 3396 
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De eadem 

In al fat londe Magecien was pere none 
)jat coufe expoune what ])is lettie meant 
Bot Daniel expoiind it anone 

And seide kynge god to ]ji fader sent [leaf 210, back] 3400 
Glory & Honoi^r Eegne tresonre & rent 
And he was pronde & no finge god ne dradde 
And J)ere-fore god grete wreche vpon him sent 
And him be-raft Jje Regne fat he hadde . 3404 

Be Eodem . 

He was oute cast of Mannes compaignye 
With asses was his habitacioiie 
And ete hey as a beste in wete & druye 
Til fat he knowe be grace & be resoiie 3408 

That god of heuen haf domynacion 
Ouere euery Regne & euerj creture 
And fan hadd god of him compassion 
And him restored his Regne & his figure 3412 

De eodem 

Eke f ou fat ert his son is proude also 
And knowest al f is f inges pnnely 
And ert Rebel to god & ert his foo 

Thowe dranke eke of his vessels boldely 3416 

f i wif eke & f i wenches synfuUy 
Dranke of f e same vessels sondre wjoies 
And heried fals goddes cnrssely 

Therefor to f e schapen grete peine is 3420 

Be eodem 

This honde was sent fro god fat on the waH 
fat wrote Mane techel phares trust me 
Thyne Reygne is done f ou weyest nouht att aH 
Dyuided is f i regne and it schal be 3424 

To medes & to parses 3euen quod he 
And f ilke same nyht f e kinge was &lawe 
And Darius occupief his degre 

f eyhe he f <??*e-to na hadde neif ere riht ne lawe 3428 
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Be Eodem . 

Jjordinges here-by ensamples male i^e take 

Howe J)at in lordescliippe is no sekernesse 

For whan fortune wil a man forsake 

He here]) awaye his regno & his Eechesse 3432 

And eke his frendes bo]? more & lesse 

And whan a man haj?e frende Jjoruhe fortune 

Mishappe wil make hem ennemys .1. gesse 

This -pronerhe is ful soJ?e & ful comune. 3436 

Be Cenobia Palmere Begina . 

I/Enobia of Palimere fe queue [leaf 211] 

As writen Persiens of hire noblesse 

So worjji was in aremes & so kene 

That no wight passed hire in hardinesse 3440 

jN'e in lignage ne in opere gentillesse 

Of Jje kinges blode of perce is sche descended 

I seie fat sche mad nouht most fairnesse 

Bot of hire schappe sche myht bue amended 3444 

Be eadem 

Fro hire childhede .1. finde fat sche fledde 

Office of ^einmen & to wode sche wente 

And mony a wilde hertes blode sche schedde 

WiJ) arwes brode fat sche to hem sente 3448 

Sche was so sweft fat sche a-none hem hente 

And whan sche w^s elder sche wolde kill 

Lyons liberdes and beres altorente 

And in hire armes wilde hem att hire wiH 3452 

Be Eadem 

Sche dorst wilde bestes dennes seeke 

And rinne in f e mountain al f e niht 

And slepe vnder a busche & sche couf e eke 

Wrastelen be verrey force & verrey myht 3456 

Wif any page man were he neuere so whight 

Ther myht no f inge in hir armes stonde 

Sche kepped hire Maidenhede fro euery whight 

To no man deyned hire to be bonde 3460 
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De eadem 

IF Bo att Jje last here frendes haue hire maried 

To Odenake a prmce of fat Cite 

Al were it so jjat sche hem longe taried 

And je scholne vnderstande how J)at he 3464 

Hadde suche fantasies as hadd sche 

Bot najeles whan f ei were knytte in fere 

Thei leueden in loie & in felicite 

For vche of hem had of ere leef & dere 3468 

De eadem 

IF Saue on f inge J?at sche nolde neuer assent 

By no weye J)at by hire scholde he lye 

Bot ones for it was hire pleyne entent 

To haue a childe fe werlde to multeplye 3472- 

And also sone as sche miht a-spye 

fat sche was not wif childe wif fat dede 

Than wolde sche sufifre him done his fantasy Deaf 211, back] 

Eft sone and nouht but ones oute of drede 3476 

iNo breaks henceforth between the stanzas of each Tragedy.'] 

IF And if sche ware wif childe at filke cast 

]N"o more scholde he pleie filke game 

Til fully fou[r]te dayes were past 

Than wolde sche ones do suflfre him fe same , . 3480 

AH were fis Odenake wilde ore tame 

He gatt no more of hire for fus sche saide 

It was to wives lechery & schame 

In ofere caas if fat men wif hem pleide 3484 

IF Tuo Sonne be f is Edenok hadde sche 

The whiche sche kepped in vertewe & in lettrure 

Bot nowe vnto oure tale torne we 

.1. say fat worschipful creature 3488 

And wise f erwif & large wif mesure 

So penybl^ in f e werre & korteyse eke 

Ke more laboure miht in werre endure 

Was none feihe al fis werlde men schold seche 3492 
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IT Here riche araye miht noulit be tolde 

As wele in vessel as in clofinge 

Sche was al cladde in perre & in golde 

And eke sche left for none hunteynge 3496 

To haue of sundre tonges folk knoweynge 

Whan J)at sche leyser hadde to entende 

To leren bokes was al hire lykeynge 

Howe sche in vertue myht hire lif dispende 3500 

IF And schortly of f is storie for to entrete 

So douhte was hir husbonde as sche 

J?at Jjei conquered mony regnes grete^ 

In fe Orient wi]j mony a faire Cete 3504 

Apartenaz^nte vnto pe Maieste 

Of Eome & wij) stronge honde helde hem fast 

Ng neuere myht hire fomen done hem fiye 

Aye wile fat Odenake dayes last 3508 

IT Her bataiUes who so lust hem for to rede 

A3eine Sapore f e kinge & ojjere moo 

And howe fat al Jjis processe fel in dede 

And whie sche conquerde & what title hadd J>e?*e too 3512 

And aftere of hire meschief & hire woo 

Ho fat sche was be-seged & y-take 

Late him vnto mi maister Petrak go 

fat writef ynouhe of fis .1. vndertake 3516 

IT When Odenak was dede sche myhtyly [leaf 212] 

The regnes helde & wif hire propre hande 

A3eine hir foos sche fauht trewly 

fat fere nas kinge ne pnnce in al fat lande 3520 

That he nas gladde if he fat grace fande 

That sche ne wolde vp5n his lande werrey 

Wif hire f ei maad alliance be bande 

To biene in pees & latt hir ride & pleie 3524 
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IF The Emperowr of Eome Claudius 

!N"e him be-forne Jje Homeyne Galiene 

JS'e dorste neuere be so Coragius 

Ke none Ermyne ne none egipcie[ne] 3528 

JS'e Surrien i ne none arrabiene 

Withe-in J)e felde fat dost wij? hir fiht 

Lest pat sche wolde hem wiJ) her handes sleyne 

Or wi]j hire meyne to putten hem to fliht 3532 

IF In Kinges abite went here sonea, two 

As eyres of here Eegnes aH: 

And ermanno f and Thimalao 

Here name were as perciens hem call 3536 

Botte ffortune hape ay in here hony gaH 

This myhty qwene maie no while endure 

Fortune oute of her Regne maade hire faH 

To wrichednesse & to mysaduenture 3540 

If Aurelyon whan pat pe gouernance 

Of Rome camme in-to his hondes tweye 

He schope vpon pis qwene to do vengeance 

Aiid wip his legions he toke his weie 3544 

Toward Cenoby & schortly for to seie 

He maade hire flee & att pe last hire hent 

And fetterd hire & eke her children twfeye 

And wann pe londe & home to Rome pei went 3548 

IT Amange pis oper pinge pat he wanne 

Here Chate pat was wip gold wrouht & perre 

)jis grete Romaine pis Aureliane 

Hap wip him ladde for pat men scholde see 3552 

Be-forne his triumphe walkep sche 

WitJi gilt cheynes on hire nek hangeinge 

Corounde sche was as after her degre 

And ful of perre charged hir clopinge 3556 
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f Alas fortune sche fat whilom was 

Dredeful to kinges & to emperoures . 

Now gaurep al J?e peple on hire alaoe [leaf 212, back] 

And sche pat elmed was in stark stoures 3560 

And wanne be fors tonnes stronge & toures 

Schal on here nowe were a fitermyte 

And sche pat bare pe Septer M of floures 

Schal here a distaf here cost for to qwyte 3564 

De Petro Eispanye Eege . 

IT noble o worpi Petre of spayne 

Whome fortune helde so hihe in maieste 

Wele ouhte men pi pitous dep compleine 

Thi bastard broper maade pe to fie 3568 

And after att a sege be soubtilite 

Thowe were betraide & ladde to his tent 

Where as he wip his owen hand slouhe pe 

Succedinge in pi Eegne & in pi Eent 3572 

Betelmewe Claykeynne^ . Oliuer Mawnye 

IT The felde of snowe wip pe egle blak pere-inne ^'^^^^X^" 

Cauht wip pe lime Kodde colours as pe glede 

He brewe pis cursednesse and al pe sinne 

The wj^kked nest was wirkir of pis nede 3576 

J^ouht Charles & Olyuer pat ay toke goode hede 

Of troupe & honour bot of Armorekke 

Genyloun Olyuer corrupt for mede 

Brouhtest pis worpi kinge in suche brekke. 3580 

De Petro Rege Cipri 

IF Worpe Petre kinge of Cipre also 

That Alisander wanne be hihe maistrye 

Ful mony an eypen wrouhtest pou ful wo 

Of whiche pine owen leges hadde enuye 3584 

And for no pinge bot for pi chiualrye 

Thei in pi bedde han sleyne pe be pe morwe 

Thus gan fortune gouerne & guye 

And out of loye bringe men in to sorwe 3588 
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De Bamabo vicecomite Mediolano . 

IF Of Milane grete Barnabo viscounte 

God of delice & scowrge of Lombardie . 

Whi scholde noubt .1. fine fortune a-counte 

Sethen in estate pou dome were so bibe 3592 

Tbine Brofer sona fat was fine double allie 

For be f i nevow was & sone in lawe 

Wif-in bis p77•sou7^ maade f e to deye 

Bot wbie ne bowe woote .1. fat fou wer slawe 3596 

IF Be Hugiline Comyte Pisano . [leaf 218] 

Of f e Erie Hugylyne of Pise f e Laugoure 

Tbere maie no tunge tel for pite 

Bot litel oute of Pise stant a toure 

In wicbe toure in pWsone put was be 3600 

And wifi bim ben bis litel cbildern f re 

f e eldest scarsly .v. jere was of age 

Alas fortune it was grete cruelte 

Sucbe burdes to putte in sucbe a cage 3604 

IF Dampned be was to deye in fat pr^solle 

For Eoger fat biscbop was of Pise 

Hadde on bim maade a fals suggestione 

Tborwbe f e peple gan on bim a-rise 3608 

And putten bim to pnson in sucbe wise 

As 3e baue berde & mete & drinke be baddc 

[ no gap in the MS.] 

And fere-wif-aH it was ful pore & badde , 3612 

IF And one a daie be-feH fat inne fat oure 

Wban fat bis mete was wonte to be broubt 

Tbe gayler scbette f e dores of f e toure 

He berde it wele bot be sawe it noubt 3616 

And in bis bert anone fere fell a f oubt 

fat fei for bunger wolde done bim deyeii 

Alas quod be alas fat .1. was wroubt 

f er-wif e f e teres fel fro by^eii 3620 
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IF His jonge son fat J)rei ^ere was of age 

vnto him seide fader whi do 36 wepe 

Whan wil fe Gayloure bringen oure potage 

Is fere no morsel brede fat 30 do kepe 362f^ 

J. am so hungry fat .1. maie nouht [slepe] 

Now wolde god fat .1. myht slepe euer 

fan scholde none hunger in my wombe crepe 

fare nys nofinge saue brede fat me were leuere 3628 

IF f us daie be daye f is childe gan to crie 

Til in his fader berme adoune it leye 

And seide fader Fare wele .1. mote deye 

And kissed his fader & deyed f e same daye 3^632 

And whan f e woful fader dede him seye 

For woo his arme tuo he gan to bite 

And seid alas fortune f & walaweye 

Jpine fals whele my woo .1. al wite 3636 

IF His childern wende fat it for hunge^e was 

fat he his arme gnowhe & nout for woo 

And seid fader do nouht so alas [leaf 213, back] 

Bot raf er ete f e flesche vpon vs tuo 3640 

Oure flesche f ou jaf vs tak oure flesche vs fro 

And ete ynouhe riht f us to him f ei seide 

And efter fat wif -inne a daie or tuo 

fei leide hem doune in his lappe & deyed 3644 

^ Him self dispeired eke for hunger starf 

j>us endede is f e mihte Erie of Pise^ 

Fro hihe a state fortune fro him carf 

Of fis tregedrie it ouht .I.-nouhe suffise 3648 

Who so wile here it in a longer wise 

Heede f e grete Poete of Itaile 

That hiht Da?/nte for he can it deuise 

Fro pointe to poynte nouht o worde wil he faile 3652 
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De Nero Impt^ratore . 

IF Aljjouhe Jjat J^ero were as vicious 

As fende Jjat life ful lowe adoune 

Jitte he as telle]) vs swythenens 

f is wide werlde hadde in subiecczone 3656 

Bojje est & west & septemtrione 

Of Eebees safers & of Pereles white 

"Were al his clojjes brouded vp & doune 

For he in Gemmis grete gan delite 3660 

IF More delicate more Pompus of araie 

More pronde was neuere Emperoure fan he 

fat ilke clof e fat he hadde wered a daie 

After fat time he nold it neuere se 3664 

Nettes of gold f rede hadde he grete plente 

To fysshe in tybre whan him luste to pleie 

His lustes were as lawe in his degre 

For fortune as his frende wolde him obeye f 3668 

IF He Eome brent for his delicacie 

The Senato?^rs he slowhe vpon a daye 

To howe fat men wolde wepe & crye 

And slowhe his brof er & by his suster laye 3672 

llis moder Maade he in pytous araie 

For he hir wombe slitte to be-holde 

Where he conceyved was so walawaye 

Jjat he so litel of his moder tolde 3676 

IF No tera oute of his eyen for fat siht 

"Ne came Bot seide a faire wowiman was sche 

Grete wonder is fat he eouf e or miht 

Be domeseman of hire dede bewte peaf2i4] 3680 

The wyne to bringe commaunde he 

And dranke anone none of ere woo he maade 

Whan myht is loyned vnto cruelte 

Alas to depe wil f e venym wade 3684 
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IT In 3ouJ?e a maister hadde Jjis Emperoure 

To teche liim letrure & cur[t]esye 

For of Moralite lie was J?e flonre 

As in his time bott if bokes lye 3688 

And whiles his maister hadde of him fe maystre 

He maade him so konnynge & so souple 

J>at longe time was or tirannye 

Or any vice dorst in him vncouple 3692 

IT This Seneka of wliiche J. devise 

Be-cause [N'ero had of him suche drede 

Tor he for vices wold him chastise 

Discretely as be worde & nonht be drede 3696 

Sire wolde he saie an Emperonre mot nede 

Be vertuonse & hate tyrantrye 

For whiche he him in bafe maad to blede 

On bofe his armes til he most deye 3700 

IF This ^ero hadde eke of a continuance 

In ^onje a^eine his maister for to rise 

Whiche afterward him fouht a grete grevanee 

There-fore he maade him deye in fis wyse 3704 

Bot nafeles J?is Senec f e wise 

Chese in a baffe to deye in f is manere 

Eafere fan haue a nofer tormentrie 

And Jjus hafe "Nem sleyne his maister dere 3708 

IT Now fel it so jjat fortune lust no longere 

The hihe pride of Nero to cherische 

ffor fouhe he were stronge ^itte were sche stronger 

Sche fouht Jjus be god .1. am to nyce 3712 

To sette a man fat is fulfilled of vice 

In hihe degre & Emperowr him call 

Be god oute of his sete .1. wil him trise 

When he leste wenefe sonest schal he faft 3716 
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IF j)e Peple rose vpon him vpon a nyht 

For his defaute & whan he hadd it aspiede 

Oute of his dore anone he hajje him dyht 

Alone & fere he wende haue hue alyede 3720 

He knokked fast & ay fe more he cryed 

The faster schetten f ei fe dores att peaf 214, back] 

Tho wist he wele he had him self be-gilede 

And wente his weie no longere dorst he catt 3724 

IT The peple cried & Eomhled vpe & doune 

That wij) his eres herde he howe fei seide 

Where is fals terant pis ^eroune 

For fere al-moste out of his witte braide 3728 

And to his goddes pitously he seide 

For socoure for it myht nouht be-tide 

For drede of fis him pouht pat he deide 

And mnne in-to a gardeyne him to hide 3732 

IF And in pis cardyne fonde he cherles tueye 

And fatten be a fire ful grete & rede 

And to pe cherles tuey he gan to preye 

To slene him & to girde of his hede 3736 

pat to his body wlian pat he ware dede 

Were no despite ydo for his defame 

Him selfe he slouhe he coupe no better rede 

Of whiche fortune louhe & had a game 3740 

De Olifemo pnncipe. 

IT Was !N'eue7*e capitaigne vnder a kinge 

That Eegnes mo putte in subieccione 

jN^e strenger was in felde of al pinge 

As in his time none gretter in renoune 3744 

l^e more Pompose in hihe presumsione 

Than Oliferne whiche fortune ay kyste 

So lykerously & ledde him vpe & doune 

Til pat he heded was er pat he wiste 3748 
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IF Nouht onely pat pis werlde hadde of him awe 

For leseinge of Eicliesse & lyberte 

Bot lie maade euery man Eeny his lawe 

l^abugodonosor was lord he seide 3752 

iN'one ojjere god scholde honoured be 

A^eines his best no whight dar trespas 

Sane in Bethulia a stronge cite 

Where Eleachim a preste was of pat place 3756 

IF Bot take kepe of pe depe of Oliferne 

Amydde his oste he drunke laye a nyht 

Wip-inne his tent large as is a berne 

And 3it for al his pompe & al his myhte 3760 

ludithe a wow^man as he laie vp riht 

slepeinge his hede of smote & fro his tente 

Ful Priuely sche stale fro euery wyght peaf 2i5i 

[ no gap in the MS.] 3764: 

De AntiocMo.illustri . 

IF What nedep it of kynge Antiocheus 

To tel his hihe & Eoial Maieste 

His hihe pnde his werke venymmous 

For suche anope?'e was neuere none as he 3768 

Eedep whiche pat he was in Macabe 

And redep pe proude wordes pat he seide 

And whie he fel fro his prosperite 

And in an huUe howe wrychedly he deyed 3772 

IF Fortune had him enhaunsed so in pride 

pat verraylye he wende he myhte atteygne 

vnto pe sterres vpon euery sidde 

Aiid in a balance to weye iche mounteyne 3776 

And al pe floodes of pe see restreyne 

And goddes peple hadde he moste in hate 

Hem wolde he sle in torment & peyne 

Weneynge pat god myht nouht his pr/de abate 3780 
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IF And for fat Nichamoure & Timothee 

WiJ) lewes were venqwiste mihtile 

vnto ]?e lewes suche an hatte hadde he 

Tliat he hadde greyfed his chare ful hastelye 3784 

An swore & seide ful dispitouslye 

Vnto lemsalem. wolde he eft sone 

To wreke hire on it ful crouellye 

Bot of his purpose he was lette ful sone 3788 

IT God for his manasse him so sore smote 

Wip inne-visible wounde aye vncurable 

J?at in his guttes karf so & bote 

fat his peynes weren importable 3792 

And certeinly f e wreche was resonable 

For mony mannes guttes dede he peine 

Bot fro his purpos cursed & dampnable 

For al his smert he nold him nouht restreine 3796 

IF Bot Badde anone apparellen his Oste 

And sodanly or he was of it warre 

God daunted al his pr/de & al his boste 

For he so sore fel oute of his chare 3800 

fat hurte his limes & his scynne to-tare 

So fat he ne myht go ne Eide 

Bot in a chayere men aboute him bare 

Al for-brused bof e bakke & side 3804 

IF The wr^he of god him smote so crudelye [leaf 215, backj 

fat in his bode wyked wermes creped 

And f er-wif-aH he stanke so orribily 

fat none of al his meyne fat him kepped 3808 

Whef ere so fat he woke or elles sleped 

I^e myht nouht f e stink of him endure 

In f is Meschef he weiled & eke wepped 

And knowe god lorde of euerj creature . 3812 
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IF To al his oste & to him self also 

Ful wlatesome was ]?e stinke of Jjis caren 

'No man miht him here to ne fro 

And in his stinke & in his orrible peynp 3816 

He starf ful wrecchedly in a mownteyne 

Thus haj) J?is Eobboure & fis homicide 

That mony a man liiaade to wepe & pleyne 

Suche guerdone as belongej) vnto pnde 3820 

De Alexandro Magno Phillppi "Regis Macidonie filio 

The storie of Alexander is so comune 

That euery wight fat hafe discrecione 

Hajje herd sum-whate or al of his fortune 

J?is wilde werlde as in conclusione 3824 

He wan be strenkef or for his hihe renowne 

Thei weren gladde for pes vnto him sende 

The pride of man & beste he laide adoune 

Wher-90 he came vn-to ]?e werldes ende 3828 

IT Compansoii myht 3ite nenere be makede 

Be-tuex him & anof er conqueroure 

For al J?is werlde for drede of him hafe q waked 

He was of kny[ht]hede and of fredome floure 3832 

Fortune him maade fe heire of owre honour 

Saue wyne & wemmen no finge miht aswage 

His hihe atente in armes & laboure 

So was he of loueinge corage • 3836 

IF What pite were it to him pouhe .1. 3owe tolde 

Of .Darius & an . C . M . mo 

Of Princes kinges Fries bolde 

Whiche he conquered & brouht hem in-to woo 3840 

As fer* .1. sale as man mai ride or goo 

J?e werlde was his Whatt schold .1. more deuise 

For Jjouhe .1. write or tolde 30we euermo 

Of his knyhthode he miht not suffise 3844 
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If Twelue ^ere lie regned as seijie Machabe 

Philippus Je sonne of Macedo lie was [leaf 216] 

That first was kynge of grece Jje Contre 

O worjji gentil Alisander Alas 3848 

Jat euer schold falb suche a cas 

Enpojsonde of fi folke pon were 

J)in suster fortune haf e torne in-to an as 

And 3it for fe ne wepped sclie neuer a tere 3852 

IF How schal men jeue teres to compleyne 

The depe of gentillesse & of frauncheys 

J)at al Jje werlde weldede in his demeygne 

And 3it him ponht it myht nouht suffise 3856 

So ful was his Corage of hihe empnse 

Alace who schal me helpe to endite' 

Fals fortune & poyson to despise 

The whiche tuo of al pes wo .1. wite 3860 

Se lulio Cesare 

IT By wisdom manhede & be laboe/r 

Fro humhlehede & fro Eoial Maieste 

Vp rose he lulius pe conquerowr 

That al pe Occident be lahde & see 3864 

Be strenkepe of hande or elles be trete 

And vnto Eome maade hem tributarye 

And sejjpen of Kpme pan Empe/'oure was he 

Til J?at fortune wex his aduersarie 3868 

If myht Cesar* pat in Thessalye 

A^eines Pompeus fader pin in lawe 

Of pat pe orient hadde al pe cheualrie 

As fer as pe daie beginnep to dawe 3872 

Theime poruhe pi knyhthode hast hem take & slawe 

Saue fewe folke pat wip pompeus fledde 

porwhe whiche pou puttest al pe orient in awe 

ponke fortune pat so wele pe spedde 3876 
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H Bot nowe a litel while J. wil beweile 

fis Pompeus J)is noble gouernoure 

Of Eome whiche fat flyejj att j>is Batayle 

.1. saye one of his men a fals traiture 3880 

His hedde of fmote to wynne him fauoure 

Of lulius & him Je hede brouht 

Alas Pompey of fe Orient conqueroure 

That fortune vnto suche a defe brouht . 3884 

If To Eome a^eine Repairej) lulius 

Wij) his tryumphe laureate ful hihe 

Bot on a time Brutus Cassius peaf2i6,back] 

fat euere hadde of his hihe astate envie 3888 

Ful pnuely had maad conspiracye 

A3eynes fis lulius in subtilite wise 

And kest fe place in whiche he scholde deye 

WiJ) Bodekynnes as .1. schal 3owe devise 3892 

IT This lulius to f e Capitoile went 

vpon a daie as he was wont to goone 

And in J?e Capitoile anone him hente 

This falce Brutus on of his foule fone 3896 

And stikked him wij? Bodekinnes anono 

Wijj mony a wound & Jus |je lete him lye 

Bot neuere gronte he att no stroke bott one 

Or elles att tuo bot if his story lye 3900 

IF So manly was fis lulius of hert 

And so wele loued estately honeste 

fat fouht his dedely woundes so sore smert 

His Mantil ouere his hippes cast he 3904 

For no man schol se his pnuetee 

And as he lay in deynge in a trance 

And wist verraily fat dede was he 

Of honeste 3it hadde he Eemembrance 3908 
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IF Lucan to J?is story .1. reco??2niende 

And to Swetoii & to Valerius also 

]?at of J)is storie write)) worde & ende 

How fat fes grete Conquerous two 3912 

Fortune was first frende & sijjen foo 

'No man ne trust vpon his {auour longe 

Bot haue hire in awaite for euer mo 

Wittnesse on aH fes conqueroures stronge 3916 

Be Creso Eege . 

IF This Eiche 0resus whilom kinge of Lyde 

Of whiche Cresus Ciquus sore him dradde 

Jette was he cauht amydes al his pride 

And to be brent men to fe fire him ladde 3920 

Eot suche a Eaine doune fro Jje walkyn schadde 

J?at slouhe fe fire & maade him to eskape 

Eot to be warre ^itte no grace he hadde 

Til fortune on Jje galoues maade him gape 3924 

IF Whan he ascaped was he can nouht stinte 

For to be-ginne a newe Reyne a3eine 

He wende wele fat fortune him sente 

Suche happe fat he ascaped foruhe fe Reine [leaf 217] 3928 

fat of his foos he myht nouht be sleine 

And suche a sweuen vpon a nyht he melte 

Of whiche he was proude & eke feine 

fat in vengeance he al his hert. sette 3932 

IF Ypon a tre he was as fat him f ouhte 

There lubiter him wessche bof e halse & side 

And phebus eke a faire towel him brouht 

To drye him wif & f erto wex his pride 3936 

And to his doubter fat stode him be-side 

Whiche fat he knowe in hihe science abounde 

He badd him tel hir what it signified 

And sche his dreme began riht f us expounde 3940 
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If The tre quod sche fe galouse is to mene 

And lubiter be-tokenef snowe & reyne 

And Phebus wif bis towele so clene 

Is J?e Sonne stremes for to seyne 3944 

Thou schalt an honged be fader certeine 

Eeyne schal fe wassche & sonne schal ]je drye 

Thns warned sche him ful platte & pleine 

His doubter fat called was Phayne 3948 

f An honged was Cresus fe proud^ kynge 

His Eoial throne myht him nouht availe 

Tregedrye in none opere ,maner Jinge 

"Ne cann in sinynge * crie ne be-weyle 3952 

Bot pat fortune al wei wil assaile 

WiJ) vnwar stroke pe Eeignes pat bien proude 

For whan men trustep hir pan wil. sche faile 

And couere hire briht face wip a cloud e 3956 

Explicit' fabula . 
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Incipif frolOgUS Ion leafm\ 

Hoo qwod fe knyht good s^V no more of Jjis 
fat 36 liaue saide it is y-nowhe y-wis 
And muchel more for litel heuynesse 
Is riht ynouhe to mnche folke as .1. gest 3960 

.1. seie for me it is a grete disese 
Where as men haj) buen in gre ivelfe & ese 
To heren of here sodan fal alas 

And Jje contrarie is loye & grete solace 3964 

As whan hape hue in pouere astate 
And climbe}) vp & waxej) fortunate 
And pare abide]? in prosperite 

Suche pinge is glad-some as it penkep me. 3968 

And pouhe snche were goodely for to telle Deaf 217, back] 

3e quodi onre Ost be seint ponies belle 
Je seie riht sope pis monke he clappep londe 
He spake ho we fortune couerd was wip a cloude 3972 

.1.. note neuer what & also of a tregedrye 
Eiht nowe ^e herde & parde no Eemedye 
It is to be-weile ne to compleyne 

That pat is done and als it is a peine 3976 

As 3e haue seide to hire of heuenesse 
Sir monke no more of pis so god 30W blysse 
Joure tale anoyep al pis Compaignye 
Suche talkeinge is nouht worpe a hotter flye 3980 

For pere-inne is no sporte ne game 
Where-fore s^V Monke Dan Piers be 3oure name 
I praie hertely tel vs sumwhatt elles 
For seker ner clynkenge of 3oure belles 3984 
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Jjat on 3oure bridel hongej) on euerj side 

Be heven kinge J?at for vs al deide 

I schal for fis fal doune for slepe 

Al-povhe fe slouhe hadde neuere be so depe 3988 

Than hadde 3oure tale be tolde in veyne 

For certeynly ^s fes clerkes seyne 

Where as a man maye haue none audience 

I^owht he[l]pe]j to tellen his sentence 3992 

And wele .1. woote ]>e substance is in me 

If any finge schal wele Eeported bee 

Sire sey sum whatt of hunteinge .1. 3owe preie 

iN'aye quod \>q monke J. haue no luste to pleie 3996 

"Nowe latte a nopere tel as .1. haue tolde 

Than spak oure Oste wi]) rude speche & bolde 

And seide vnto fe N^ones preste anone 

Com nere sir prest come hider sir lohn 4000 

Tel vs suche f inge as may oure hertes glaade 

Be merye pouhe pou ride vpon a lade 

}?at pouhe pine hors be foule or lene 

If he wil serue pe rekke pe nouht a bene 4004 

Looke pat pine herte be mere euermo 

3is oste quod he so mot .1. ride or go 

Bot .1. be mery .I.-wisse .1. wil be blamede 

And riht anone he hape his tale tamede 4008 

And pus he seide. to vs euerychon 

This swete preste pis goodman sir jfofiii 
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j)^ Preste [head-line] 

APouer wedowe sumdel stoupe in age peaf 218] 

was whilom dwellynge in a narwe cotage 4012 
Be sides a groue standinge in a dale 
fis wedow whiclie .1. tolde 3 owe of my tale 
Sepfen pilke daie eche was last a wif 
In pacience ledde a fnl simple lif 4016 

For litel was hire catel & hire rent 
Be husbandry suche as god hire sent 
Sche fant her self & eke her douhtern tuo 
\)G large sewes hadde sche & no mo 4020 

j)ie kyne & eke a schepe pat hiht mal 
Ful soty was hir boure & eke hire hal 
In whiche sche ete mony^a sklender mele 
Of poynant sauce her neded nener a dele 4024 

'No deynte morsel passed hire prote 
Hire Dyaut was accordant to hire cote 
Bepleciown maad hir neuer seke 

Atempre diete was aH hire phesike 4028 

And exercise & hertes sufiiciawnce 
The gonte lettid hire no pinge to daunce 
]>e Poplexie ne shent nouht hire hede 
"Ne wyne dranke sche neypere white ne rede 4032 

Hire borde was serued most wij? white & blakke 
Melke & bronne brede in whiche sche fande no lakke 
Seyned bakon & somtyme a neye or tweye 
For sche was as it were a manere deye 4036 

A gardeyne sche hadde closed al aboute 
Wij) stikkes & a drye diche wip oute 
In whiche sche hadde a kok pat hiht chauntreH 
In al pe land of croweinge was his pere 4040 
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His voice was meriei' fan pe meri organe 

On mesdaies pat in Jje clierclie gone 

Wele sukere was his croweinge in his loge 

Than is a kloke or any abbeie orlege 4044 

Be nature he knewe iche ascencio?me 

Of Jje equinoxiale of pilk tonne 

For whanne degrese .xv. were descended 

}5an knewe he pat it myh not hue a-mended 4048 

His kombe was redder pan pe fine coralle 

Enbateled as it were a castel waH: 

Ilyke a3ure was his legges & his tone 

His bille was blakke & as pe gete it schone . 4052 

His nailes whitter pan pe lyly floure [leaf 218, back] 

And ylike burnesshed gold was his coloui? 

This gentil kok hadd in his gouernance 

.Yij. hennes to done him plesance 4056 

Whiche weren his susters & his iparaiaours 

And wondere ylike to him as of "Coloures 

Of wiche pe faire hewe on hire prote 

Was cleped faire damysel pertelote 4060 

Corteys sphe was discrete & debonaire 

And companable & bare hire self so faire 

Sepens pilke daie sche was sevenyht olde 

That trewly sche hape pe hert in holde 4064 

Of chaunteclere loken in euery lyppe 

He loued hire so pat wele was him pere wip 

Bot suche a ioye it was to here hem singe 

Whan pat pe briht sone be-gan to springe 4068 

In swete accorde * My leue is fare in londe 

For pilke time as .1. have vnderstonde 

Bestes & birdes koupe speke & singe 

And so befel at in a dawenynge 4072 

As chaunteclere amonge his wives sR 

Satt on his perche pat was in pe haH: 

And next him satt his faire pe?^telote 

This chaunteclere ^an gronen in his prote 4076 
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As a man fat in his dreme is drecched ^ore 
And whan fat Pertilote Jjus herde him Kore 
Sche was agast & seide hert dere 

What eylef 3owe to grone in J>is manere 4080 

Je hue a verrey sleper fye for schame 
And he anseward & seide fus madame 
.1. pray 30W fat 36 take it- to no greue 
Be god me mette fat .1. was in suche mischeue 4084 

Eiht nowe fat 3it myne hert is sore afliht 
'NowG quod he My sweven rede ariht 
And kepe my body oute of foule prisone 
Me mette fat .1. Bomed vpe & donne 4088 

Wif-inne oure 3erd^ where as .1. sawe a beste 
Was like an hunde & wolde hane maad areste 
Ypon My body & wolde haue hadde me dede 
His colour was be-twixe white & Eede 4092 

And tipped was his taile & bof his eres 
Wif blak vnlyke f e remena??.t of his heres , 
His snowte smal wif gloweinge ejen tweye peaf 219] 

3it of his loke almoste for fere .1. deye 4096 

f is caused me my groneinge douteles 
Avoye quod sche Fy on 30we herteles 
Alas quod sche for be fat god aboue 
Now hane 3e lost my hert & my loue 4100 

.1. kan nouht loue a coward be my feif e 
For certes what so any womman seyf e 
Wil al desiren if it myht be 

To haue husbandes harde wise & fre 4104 

And secre ne no nygard ne none fole 
Ke him fat is agast of euerj tole 
!Ne none avaunto^^r be fat god aboue 
How dorst 3e seye for schame vnto 3oure loue 4108 

fat any f inge myht maake 3 owe aferde 
Haue 36 none mannes herte & han berde 
Alas & kan 3:e be aga'st of sweue[n]sse 
[ISTo thyng god woot/ but^ vanyte/ in sweuyn is/.] J^^i- i^^s, 
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Swenens engendur of repleciones 

[And ofte of/ fame & of* complexions/.] £HaxL 1768, i/iu, bk2 

Whan humours bien to aboundant in a whight 

Certes fis dreme whiche ^e haue herd to nyht 4116 

Come]? of Jje grete superfluyte 

Of 30ure rede coloure parde 

Whiche causej? folk to dreme hire dremes 

Of Arwes and of fire wi|) rede lemes 4120 

Of Eede bestes fat willen hem bite 

Of contek & of whelpes grete & lite 

Eiht as fe humore malancolye 

Causef many a man in slepe to crye 4124 

For fere of beres & boles blake 

Or elles blake deueles wi him tak 

Of ojjere humerous cou]) .1.. tel also 

fat werken mony a man in slepe ful wo 4128 

Bot .1. wil passe as lihtly as .1. kan 

Lo Caton whiche fat was so wise a man 

Seide he not f us ne do no force of dremes 

!N"ow sir quod sche whan we flye fro fe hemes 4132 

For goddes loue as take sum laxatif 

Ypon perile of my soule & of my lyf 

.1. counsel 3owe fe best .1. wil nou^t lye 

fat^bofe of coloure & of Malancolye 4136 

je pure jowe f & for 30 scholne nouht tary 

f ouhe fat in f is toune is no potecarye 

.1. schal my self to erbes techen 30 we (leaf 219, back] 

fat schal biene 30ure hele & 3oure prowe 4140 

And in f e gardine f erbes schal .1. finde 

f e whiche haue of here prop[er]te be kinde 

To purgen 3owe be-nef e & eke aboue 

ror-3ettef nouht fis for goddes owen loue 4144 

3e bien ful colerik of complexioz^ne 

Were f e sonne in his ascenciowne 

ISTe fynde 30ue replite of 3oure humers hote 

And if it do f I. dare wele leie a grote 4148 
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])at 36 schal liaue a feuere terciane 
Or an Agwe fat male be 301116 bane 
A daye or tno 3e schal bane digestiues 
Of wermes ar 3e take 3onre laxatines 4152 

Of Lanreole f Centaure & of fymyter 
Or elles of elobore fat growef j)ere 
Of Catapnce or of gaitres bnryes 

Of berbe yve groinge in owre gardine fat merery is 4156 
Peke hem vp riht as fei growe & ete bem inne 
Be mery bnsbande for 3onre faders kinne 
Dredef no dreme .1. can sei 30we no more 
Madame quod be gremercy of 30ure lore 4160 

Bot nafeles as toucbeinge dan Catonne 
Tbat baf of wisdom sucbe grete renoune 
Be god men maie in olde bokes reede 
One of f e grettest Auctor oute of drede 4164 

And mony a man more of auctorite 
Tban euer Caton was so mott .1. fe 
Tbat al J? e [rejuerese seine of bere sentence 
And bane wele founden be experience 4168 

fat dremes be significacions 
As wele of loye as of tribnlacions 
fat folke enduren in f is lif present 

Tbe nedef nonht to make of fis none argument 4172 

j)Q verei prene scbewef it in dede 
One of f e grettest anctor fat men rede 
seif f us fat wbilom tno felawes 3ede 
On pilgrenage in a ful grete nede 4176 

And bapped so f ei cam in to a tonne 
Wbere as fere was sucbe congregacione 
Of peple and eke of streite berbigage 
fat f ei [ne] fande as mecbe as a cotage , 4180 

In wbicbe f ei bof e mybt y-loged be [leaf 220] 

"Wberfor f ei mybten of necessite 
As for fat nybfc departen of compaignye 
And icbe of bem gof e vntil bis ostelerye 4184 
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And toke Ms logeinge as it wolde fal 

Jjat one of hem was loged in a stal 

Ferre in a 3erde wijj oxen of fe ploulie 

fe tofere man was loged wele y^nowlie 4188 

As was his adiientur or Ms fortune 

That vs gonerne]? alt as in comune 

And so be-fel longe ar it were daie 

Jjis man mette in his bedde fere he leye 4192 

Howe fat Ms felawe gan on him calle 

And seid alas for in an oxe staUe 

This nyht .1. schal be mordred fere .1. lye 

I^owe helpe me dere brof ere ar .1. deye f 4196 

In al haste come to me he seide. 

This man oute of his slepe for fere abraide . 

Bot whan fat he wakened out of his slepe 

He turned him & toke of f is no kepe 4200 

Him f ouht his drem was nouht bot a vanite 

Thus twyes in his slepe dremed he 

And att f e f redde time 3it his felawe 

Cam as him f ouht J. am nowe .I.-slawe 4204 

Be-holde my blode wounde depe & wide 

Aryse vp erly in j,e morne tyde 

And att f e west gate of f e toune quod >e 

A cart ful of donge fere schalt f ou see 4208 

In whiche my body is hidde ful prmelye ' 

Do filke cart areste boldelye 

My golde caused my morder sof e to seyne 

And tolde hym euery poynte howe was sleyne 4212 

Wif a ful pytous face pale of hewe 

And trust wele his drem he fonde ful trewe 

For on f e morne as sone as it was daie 

To his felawes inne he toke f e riht waie 4216 

And whan he cam to f is oxe staH 

Affeter his felawe he began to caH 

The Osteler answerd him anone 

And seide sir 3oure felawe is gone 4220 
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As sone as dei he wen^ute of toui^ie 

This man gan fal in grete snspeccion 

Eemembreinge on his dremes fat he mete 

And forfe he gofe no longere wolde he Zet. [leaf 220, back] 4224 

Ynto fe west gate of fe tonne & fonde 

A donge cart as he went to donge J?e londe 

Jjat was araide in fe same wyse 

As 3e haue herde j>Q dede man deuise 4228 

And wij? an hardy hert he gan to crie 

Tengeance & lustice of jjis felonye 

Myne felawe murdre is fe same nyht 

And in pis carte he lief gapeinge vpriht 4232 

[I cry onf on the mynistres quod he ^^^^^'^i^g'^^'S^i 

That' shulden kepe . and rule this citee if//^^ Hari.^1758.3^^^^^ ' 

Harrow alias . hire lith my felaw slayne iieaf2i82 

What* shul($ I more . vnto this tale sayne 

The peple vp sterf . and cast* the cart* to ground^ 

And in the myddil of* the dung*, ther they found] ^^^J^^-^l^' 

The de[de] man fat murded was al newe 

O blisful god fat art so iust & trewe 4240 

Lo howe f ou be-wryest mordei^ al weie 

Mordre wil oute fat se we daie be dale 

Mordre is so wlatesome & abomynable 

To god fat is so luste & resonable 4244 

fat he ne wil nouht suffre it heled be 

f ei it abide a 3ere or two or f re 

Mordre wil oute f is es myne conclusiowne 

And riht anone Ministres of f e same toune 4248 

And hente f e carter & sore him pynede 

And eke the hostelere so ferre engynede 

fat f ei be-knewe here wykkednesse anone 

And weren hanged be fe nekke bone 4252 

Here maie me^zne see fat dremes bien to drede 

And certes in [the] same book .1. rede 

Eiht in f e next chapetre .1. rede of f is 

.L gabbe nouht so haue .1. loye & blis 4256 
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[Two men thaf woB . han passed -tlie see] ^^^u^'2]^ ^""^ 

For certeyne cause into %fer Contre 

K Jjat J?e wynde ne hadde bue contrarie 

pat maade hern in a Cite for to tarye 4260 

fat stode ful merie vpon an hauen side 

Bot on a daie a3eines pe euen tide 

The wynde gan cliaunge & blew as him lest 

lolif & gladde pei wenten vnto rest - 4264 

And kesten hem ful erly vnto seile 

Bot herken pat o man fel in grete pereile ^ 

The tone of hem in slepeinge as he leye ^ 

Him mett a wonder dreme a3eines pe daye 4268 

Him pouht a man stode be his side 

And him commanded pat he schold abide 

And seid him pns if pou to morne wende 

pou schalt be dreynte my tale is att an ende 4272 

He awoke & told his felawes what he mette . 

And praide him his viage for to lete [leaf 221] 

As for pat daie he praide him to abide 

His felawe pat laye be his beddes side 4276 

Gan for to lauhe & scorned him ful fast 

!N'o dreme quod he maie myne herte agaste 

pat .1. wil lette for to do my pinges 

*I. sett nouht a strawe be dremeinges 4280 

For swevens bien bot vanytees & lapes 

MeniiB dreme alweie of owles & of apes 

And of mony a mase pere wip aH 

Men dremen of pinge pat neuer was ne schaH 4284 

Bott sepen .1. see pat pou wilte here abide 

And pus for-slewpen willfully pe tide 

God wote it rewep me & haue good daie 

And pus he toke his leue & went his waie 4288 

And er pat he hadde halfe his cours ysailed 

.1. note whie ne whatt meschaunce it eylede 

Bot Casuelly pe schip bothome to-rentte 

And schip & man vnder pe water wente 4292 
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In silit of of ere schippes hem beside 

pat wip him sailed att pe same tide 

And jjerfore lie seide pertelote so dere 

Bu suche ensamples olde maist pou lere 4296 

pat noman schold bue to recbeles 

Of dremes for J. saie pe doubteles 

pat mony a dreme ful sore is for to drede 

1[ Lo in pe lif of seint kenelme .1. rede 4.300 

pat was kenulphes son pe noble kinge 

Of Mercenrike howe Kenelme mette a pinge 

A litel ar lie was mnrdred on a daie 

His mnrdre in Ms avisione lie seybe 4304 

His norice bim expounded euerj dele 

His sweuen & bad bim for to kep bim wele 

For traisoii bot be was .vij. 3ere olde 

And pere-fore litel tale bape be tolde 4308 

Of ony dreme so boly was myn berte 

Be god J. badde lener pan my scberte 

pat 30 badde bis legende as bane .1. 

Dame pertelote .1. saie 30W trewlye 4312 

Macrobens pat write pe avisiown 

In Aff[r]ike of pe worpe Cypriown 

Affermep dremes & seip pat pere biene 

Warneynge of pinges pat men after seen • [leaf 221, back] 4316 

And forpermore .1. praie 3owe lokep wele 

Tbe olde testament of Danyele 

If be belde dremes of any vanyte 

Eede eke of losepb & pan scbal 30 see 4320 

Wbeper dremes bien snmtyme .1. seye noubt alt 

Warneynge of pinges pat scbal after fait 

IF Loke of Egipte pe kinge dan Pbarabo 

His Baker & bis Boteler also ' 4324 

Wbere pei ne felte none effect in dremes 

Wbo so wolle se[r]cbe pe actes of sundre Eealmes 

Maie rede of dremes mony a worder pinge 

Loo cresus wbicbe pat was of Lidde kinge 4328 
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Met he noulit fat he sat vpon a tre 

Whiche signified he scholde an hanged hue 

Lo here Adromacha Ectores ^yfe 

fat daie fat Ector schold lese his lif 4332 

Sche dremed on f e same nyht be-forne 

Howe fat f e lif of Ector schold be lorne 

If f ilke daye he wente in-to Bataile 

Sche warned him bot it myht not availe -4336 

He went for to feyhten neuere f e lese 

Bot he was sleyne of Achilles 

Bot f ilke tale is al to longe to tell 

And eke it is nyhe daie .1. may . duel! 4340 

Schortly J. seie as for conclnsione 

fat .1. schal ha of f is avisione 

Of aduersitees & .1. saie forf e^'e more 

fat .1. wil tell of laxatifs no store 4344 

For f ei biene venemous .1. wote riht wele 

.1. hem defy .1. loue hem nenere a dele 

Xow lat vs speke of merf e & stinte al f is 

Madame Pertelot so hane .1. blisse 4348 

Of f inge god haf e me sent large grace 

For whan .1. se f e beaute of 3oiire face 

3e bien so scarlete rede aboute 30Tire ey^en 

It makefe al myf drede for to deyen 4352 

For as so seker as in pnncipio 

Mnlier est homims confusio 

Madame f e sentence of f is latine is 

Womman is mannes loye & al his blisse 4356 

For whan .1. fele. a nyht 30ure soft side 

Al be it fat [I] maie nouht on 30"are ride [leaf 222] 

For fat onre perche is maade so narwe alas 

I am so ful of loye & solace 4360 

fat .1. defy bof e swenen & dreme 

And wif fat worde he flief doune fro f e heme 

For it was daie & eke his hennes all 

And wif a chokke he gan hem for to catt 4364 
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For lie had fonden a corne laie in pe ^erde 

Eoyal he was no more aferde 

He feferde pertelode tuente time 

And trade hire as oft ar it were pnme 4368 

He loke]) as it were a grime lyone 

And on his toos he Eomed vp & doune 

Him deynede no^t to sett his feet on groimde 

Aie chokked he whan he hadde a corne yfounde 4372 

And to him fan ran his wyves aft 

Thus Eoial as a pnnce in his halle 

Lene .1. J?is chaunteclere in his pasture 

And ^fter . wil .1. tel of his aduenture 4376 

IT Whan fe monef in whiche J>e werlde be-ganne 

fat hiht Marche whan god first maad manne 

Was complete & passed where also 

Sefen .Marche be-gan .xxx. daies & tuo 4380 

Be-fel fat Chaunteclere in his pride 

His .vij. wives walkinge be his side 

Kest vp his hi3en to f e biiht sone 

fat in f e signe of taurus was yrone • 4384 

f rette degrees & one & sumwhat more 

He knewe be kinde & be none of ere lore 

fat it was pnme <fc krewe wif blisful steuen 

f e Sonne he seide is clombon vp on heuen 4388 

axI. degres & .1. & more y-wisse 

Madame pertelote Mi werldes blisse 

Herken howe f es blisful birdes singe 

And see f e frische flowres how f ei springe 4392 

Ful is myne herte of reuel &> solas 

Bott sodanly him fel a sorweful cas 

For euere f e later ende of loye is sone ago 

And comu7^1y oft time it fallef so 4396 

And if a Eethor couf e faire endite 

He in a-cronikle myht sauely write 

As for a souereyne notabilite . 

!N"owe euerey wisema,n herken me [leaf 222, back] 4400. 
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This storie is as trewe J. vnder-take 

As is fe "booke of lancelote fe lake 

That wemmen helde in fill grete Eeu^rence 

'Nowe wil .1. turne ajeine to my sentence 4404 

A kole fox fill of sleihte & iniqiiite 

Jjat in fe groue had woned ^eres fre 

Be hihe ymaginacion aforne y-kast 

The same niht Jjorwhe-oute fe hegges brast 4408 

In-to J?e ^erde per channteclere pe faire 

"Was wonte & eke his wif to repaire 

And in a bedde of wortes stil he laye 

Til it was passed vndern of pe daye 4412 

Wayteinge his time on channteclere to faH 

As gladly done pes homicides aH 

Jjat in awaite ligge to mnrdre men 

fals Mordroure ronkeinge in pi den 4416 

newe Scariot & newe Genyloun 

Fals dissimylo^^r o greke Synoun 

That bronhtest troye al vtterly to sorwe 

channteclere acursed be pat morwe 4420 

pat pou in pe 3erde fleihe from pe hemes 

pou were wele y-warned be pi dremes 

pat pilke daie was perilonse to pe 

Bot pat at god a-for wote it mote nodes be 4424 

After opmione of certeine clerkes 

Witnesse on him pat any clerke es 

pat in scole grete altercacioun 

In pis matier & grete dispntacioun 4428 

And hape bne of an hnndrep pousand men 

But .T. ne can bult it to pe branne 

As kan pe holy doctnr Austiiie 

Or Boice or pe Bischoppe Bradwardine 4432 

Wepere pat goddes wiH afore weteinge 

Streynep me nedely for to done a pinge 

iN'edely clepe J. Simple necessite 

Of elles if pe fre choyce be grannted me 4436 
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To do bat same finge or to do it nou3t 

J? ouhe god for-wote it ar it was wrouht 

Or of his weteinge streyne]) neuere a dele 

Bot be necessite condicionele 4440 

.1. wil nowht haue to done of suclie Matier^ 

Mi tale is of a koke as ^e male here [leaf 2233 

That toke his counsel of his wif -with sorwe 

To walken in fe 3erde vpon pe morwe 4444 

pat he hadde mette pe dreme as .1. jowe tolde 

Wemmen counsel bien ful often colde 

Wemmen counsel brouht vs first to woo 

And maade Adam fro paradise to go 4448 

pere as he was ful mery & wele att ese 

Bot for .1. note whome .1. miht . it displese 

If .1. counsel of wemmen wolde blame 

Passe ouere for .1. said it in my game 4452 

Eede Auctors where pei trete of suche matier 

And what pei seine of wemmen hier 

pese biene pe kokkes wordes & nouht myne 

.1. kan no harme of no womman devine 4456 

Faire in pe sande to bape hire merilye 

Lype pertelote & hire susters bye 

A3eine pe sunne & chaunteclere so fre 

Sange merier pat pe meri mere-maide in pe see 4460 

For Phisiologus seipe witterly 

How pat pei singen wele & merely 

And so be-fett as he kest his y.^e 

Amonges pe wortes vpon a butterflye 4464 

He was ware of pis fox pat ley ful lowe 

Nopinge lust him pan to crowe 

Bot cride anone kok kok & vp he sterte 

As a man was afifraide in his herte 4468 

For naturaly a beste desirep to flee 

Fro his contrarie whan he maie it see 

Jpeilie he neuere hadde seen it erst wip his ye 

The chaunteclere when he gan him a-spye 4472 
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He walde liaue iledde Bot fat fe fox anone 

Sayde gentil sire alas what witt ^e done 

Bene 36 affraide of me Jjat am 30Tire irende 

Certes sire Jjat bien 3e vn-hende 4476 

If .1. to 3owe wolde harme or velanye 

.1. am nouht comme 30iire consel to aspye 

Bot trewly fe cause of my comynge 

was onely to lierken liowe pat J. singe 4480 

For trewly . 3e haue as mery a steuene 

As an Angel hape pat is in heuene 

per-wip 3e haue in fysik mor^ feleynge 

pan hadde Boys or any pat kan singe [leaf 223, backj 4484 

Min lorde 3oure fader god his sonle blisse 

And eke 3oure moder of his gentillese 

Haue in myne house bien to 30ure grete ese 

And certes sir ful feine wold I 3owe plese 4488 

Bot for men spekep of singeinge [I wott seie. [Sari. 1758, z/i-98] 

So mote I broke myn yen tweie . 

Sauf ye I ne herd/ neuyr/ man so syng .] 

As dide 30ure fader in pe morneinge 4492 

Certes it was of hert al pat he sange 

And for to make his voice pe more strange 

He wolde so peyne him pat wip bop his y3en 

He nost wynke so loude he dide criene 44^96 

And stond on his tiptos pere wip al 

And strecche forpe his nekke longe & smal 

And eke he was of suche discrecione 

pat per was no man in no region 4500 

pat him in sange or wisdome myht passe 

.1. haue wele redde Dan Burnel pe asse 

Amonge his vers pere was a kok 

For a prestes sonne 3aue him a knoke 4504 

Ypon his legges whan he was 3onge & nyee 

He maade him for to lese his benefice 

Bot certeine pere is no comparisot^n 

Be-tuyx pe wisdome & discresiown 4508 
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Of ^onre fader & his subtilite 
I^owe singe]? sire for seint charite 
Lete se con ^e 3onre fader counterfet 
This Chaunteclere his wynges gan to bete 4512 

As man fat coufe his treson nouht aspie 
So was he Eauysched wijj his flaterie 
Alas 3e lordes mony a fals flaterer 

Is in 30Tire coiirte & mony a losengier 4516 

pat plesen 30we more he my feij)6 
pan he pat sopefastnesse vnto 30we seip 
Eedep Ecclesiastre of flatre 

Be war 30 lordes of here trecherie 4520 

This Chaunteclere stode hihe vpon his toos 
Strecheinge his nekke & held his yen cloos 
And gan to crowe loude for pe nones 
And Dan EusseH stert vp al at ones 4524 

And by pe gorge hente chaunteclere 
And on his bak to-warde pe woode him here 
^Eor 3itt was pere noman him sewed ^ £Knd on'hS 

destanye pat piaiste not bu enchewed ^odeUmMve} 

Alas pat chaunteclere fel po fro pe heme 
Alas his wif ne rouht nouht of dremes 
And on a fridaye fel al pis meschaunce 
venus pat is goddes of plesawnce 4532 

Sepes pat pi seruant was pus chaunteclere 
And [in] pi seruice dide al his powere 
More for delite pan pe werlde to multiplie 
Whi woldest pou suffur on pi daye to deye 4536 

O gaufride dere maister souereigne 
Than whan pi worpi kinge Eichard was sleyne ^ 

Wip schotte compleigned his dep so sore 
Whi ne hadd .1. no we pi sentence & pi lore 4540 

\)e fryday for to chide as deden 36 
For on a fryday schortly sleyne was he 
pan wolde J. schewe 30we ho we pat .1. coupe pleyne 
For chaunteclere & for his peyne 4544 

LANSDOWNE 586 (6-T. 297) 



SIX-TEXT 298 

GROUP B, ^ 14r. utun's priest's TALE. Laiisdowne MS. 

Certes suclie crie ne lamentacione 

Was of ladies maade wlian-^t Elyone 

Was wonne & pirrus wij? Ms streiht swerde 

Whan he hente kinge Prian be f e berde 4548 

And sleyne hini as s6ide Eneydos 

As maaden all fe hennes in Jje close 

Whan J?ei hadd seye of Chaunteclere J? e siht 

Botte souereignely dame Pertelot scliriht 4552 

Fnl ludde fan dide Esdrubaldes wif 

Whan Jjat hir hnsbonde hadde lost hir lif 

And fat fe Eomeynes hadde bernt Cartage 

Sche was so ful of towrment & of rage 4556 

fat wilfully in-to f e fire sche stert 

And bernede her self wif a stedfast hert 

O . woful hennes riht so cride ^e 

As whan fat nero berned fe Cite 4560 

Of Eome Criden f e Senatowrs wifes 

For fat her husbondes scholde lese here lyves 

Wif -OTiten gulte E"ero haf e hem sleyne 

!N"ow wil .1. turne to my tale a-3eine 4564 

This cely wedowe & here dowhters tuo 

Herden f e hennes crie & maden wo 
And onte att f e dore stert f ei a none 

And sawe fe fox to-warde fe groue gone Lieaf 224, back] 

And bare vpon his bakke f e koke awaie 

And Criden oute harrowe & walaweie 

A ha f e fox & After hem f ei Eanne 

And ek wif staues mony anof er manne 4572 

Eanne CoUe onre dogge talbot & Garland 

And Malkin wif here distaf in hire hand 

Eann f e cowe & f e calf & eke f e verrey hogges 

Sore aferde for berkeinge of f e dogges 4576 

And schowteinge of men & of wemmen eke 

f ei rann so her hert f ei f ouht to breke 

The Dokes criden as men wold hem qwelle 

f ei 3elden as fendes done in lielle 4580 
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Oute of ]?e liyves cam fe swrame of bees 

Tlie gees for fere iiowe ouer ]pe trees 

So liydous was }?e noyce a benedicite 

Sertes lie lac strawe & his Meyne3e 4584 

!Ne maade neuere schowte halfe so scliiH 

"Whan Jjat ])ei wolde any ilemmynge kitt 

As fat ilke dale was maade on fe fox 

Of brasse jjei brouht hemes & of box 4588 

Of borne & bone in whiche J>ei poped 

fere-wijj-al fei schrike,d & schowted 

It semed howe jjat heiien schold fal 

Kowe good men .1. preie 30we h^rkene}? al 4592 

Lo how fortune tornep sodanly 

The hope & eke fe pride of her envye 

This kok fat lei vpon pis fox bak 

In al his drede vn-to pe fox spak 4596 

And seide sire . If .1. were as 30 

3it schold .1. saie as wis god help me 

Turnef a3eine 3e pronde clerkes aH 

A verrey pestelence vpon 30W faii: 4600 

!Nowe am .1. comma vnto Jjis wode side 

Mawgre 30ure hede pe koke schal her abide 

.1. wil him ete in fei]? & fat anone 

The fox anseward in feipe it schal be done . 4604 

And [as] he spak fat worde al sodanly 

f is koke brak fro his monfe delyuerlye 

And hihe vpon a tree he fly3e anone 

And fe fox sawe fat he was'goone 4608 

Alas qfwd he chaunteclere alas 

J. haue quod he done 30we a trespas [leaf 2253 

In also muche as .1. maade 3owe aferd 

Wliene .1. 30W hente & brouht oute of f e 3er[d]e 4612 

Bot sire .1. did it nouht in no wikked entente 

Comef doune & .1. schal tel 30we whatt .1. mente 

.1. schal seie sof god helpe me so 

"Naje fan quod he .1. schrewe vs bof e tuo 4616 
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And first .1. sclirewe my self bo]?e blode & bones 

If pou be-gile me ofter fan ones 

Thou scbalt no more wij) fi flatery 

Do me to singe & wynke wiJ? myne ey3e 4620* 

For lie fat winkef whan he schold see 

As wysly god let him neuer f e 

!N"ay quod fe fox god 3^eue him meschannce 

j)a.t is so vndiscrete of gouernannce 4624 

fat langelef whan he schold haue pees 

Lo suche it is to bue recheles 

And necligent and trustef on flaterye 

Eot 3e fat halde fis tale a folye 4628 

As of a fox .&. a kok . & of an hen 

Takef f e moralite goode men 

For seinte Ponle seif aH fat wreten is 

To oure doctrine it is wreten y-wys 4632 

Takef f e fruyte & letef f e chaf be stilt 

IS^ow good god if fat it be fine will: 

As seif e my lorde so makef vs al good men 

And bringe vs al to his hihe blisse Amen . 4636 

Explicit fabula Capellani .. 
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ion leaf 22^2 Incipit ]^rologus Mancipij . 

WEte 36 nouht where fere slant a litel f oune 
Whiclie pat cleped is Bohe vp & doune 
Ynder pe blene in Canterbury weye 
Titer gan oure Oste for to lape & pleye 4 

And seid sires y wisse done is in pe myre 
Is pere no man for i^rayei: ne for hire 
Jat wil awake onre felawe be-hinde 

A pef mybt him lyhtly Eobbe & bynde 8 

Se howe he nappep for kokes bones 
As he wald fal fro his hors att ones 
Is pat a koce of London wip meschat^nce 
Do him com ford he knowep his penawnce 12 

For he schaH tel a tale be my feye 
Al ponhe it be not worp a hotel heye 
Awake pou koce quod he quod ^i£ pe sorowe fieaf 225, back] 
What eylep pe to slepe so be pe morwe 16 

Hast pou had ilene al iiyht or ert pou dronke 
Or hast pou wip sum qwene al nyht y-swonke 
So pat pou maist nouht holde vp pine hede 
This koc pat was ful pale & no pinge rede 20 

Saide oure oste so god my soule blisse 
As p6re is fal on me such© an heuynesse 
.1. note whi me were leuer slepe 
pat pe best galon wyne in chepe 24 
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Wele quod jje Manciple if it male done ese 25 

To J?e sire koke i & to no wight displese 

Whiclio Jjat here ride]) in ])is compaignye 

And Jjat oure Oste wil of his curtesye 28 

.1. wil as no we excuse pe of ]jin tale 

For in good feijje fi vesage is ful pale 

fin ey3en da^owepe sopely as me penkep 

And wele .1. wote pi brepe foule stinkep 32 

pat schewep wele pou ert nouht wele disposed 

Of me certeyne pou schalt not bene yglosed 

See howe gope pi^ dronken wight 

As pouhe he wold vs swelowe anone riht 36 

Halde close pi moupe man be pi fader kinne 

The deuel of hel sett his fote pere iime 

This cursede brepe wil enfect us al 

Fy stynkinge swyne fy foule motte pe fali 40 

Takep hede sire of pis lusty manne 

Now swete sire wil je iust att pe fanne 

Ther-to me pinkep 30 be wel yschape 

I trowe pat 30 haue dronken wyne ape ^ 44 

And pat is whan men pley wip a strawe 

And wip pis speke pe koce wex al wrawe 

And on pe Manciple gan he nodde fast 

For lak of speche & doune pe hors him cast 48 

Where as he laye til men him vp toke 

This was pe faire cheuache of a coke 

Alas he ne hadd hold him be his ladel 

And er pat he a3eine were in his sadel 52 

pere was grete schoueinge to & fro 

To lift him vp & muche care & woo 

So vnwelde was pi cely palled gost 

And to pe Mancyple pan spak oure Ost 56 

Be cause pat drinke hape dommacione [leaf 226] 

Ypon pis man be my saluacione 

.1. trowe fill lewdly he wolde tel his tale 

For were it wyne or olde or moyste ale 60 
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That lie ha]) dronke he spekej) so in his nose 61 

And fnesejj fast & eke he ha])e f e pose 
He also to done more fan .I.-nonhe 

To kepen him & his capel oute of Jje slowho 64 

And if he fal fro his Capel eft sone 
Jpan schal we al haue . ynouhe to done 
In liftynge vp his hevy dronken cors 
Tel on j?i tale . of him maake J. no force 6S 

Eot 3itte Maunciple in feife fon ert to nyce 
Thus openly to reproue him of his vice 
Anofere dale he wil peraduenture' 

Eecleyme pe & bringe fe tb luyre 72 

.L mene he speke will of smale J?inges 
And for to speke att fine rekenynges 
fat were nouht honest fonhe it cam to preue 
\N"o quod fe Manciple fat were a grete meschef 76 

So myht he bringe me in to f e snare 
Jit hadde I leuer pay 1 for f e Mare 
Whiche he ridef on fan he schold wif me strive 
.1. wil nonht wreff e him so mot .1. f riue 80 

fat att .1. spak .1. saide it in my bourde 
And wyte ^e wele fat J. haue here in a gourde 
A drauht of wyne . ^e of a rype grape 
And riht anone ^e scholne se a good lape Si 

This koce schal drink f er-of if .1. maye 
Vpon peine of my lif he wil not sey neye 
And certanly to tellen as it was 

Of f is vessel f e koce drank fast alas 8S 

Whate nedef it he dranke . ynowhe aforne 
And whan he had poped in his home 
And to f e manciple 1;^ toke f e gourde a3eine 
And of fat drink f e koc was wonder feyne 92 

And f onked him in suche wise as he coufe 
fan gan oure oste waxen wonder loufe- 
And seide J. see wele it is necessarie 
Wher fat we gone drinke wif vs to carye 96 
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For fat wil torne Eankoure & disese 97 

To accord & loue & mony worde to pese ^ 

O . Bachns blissed be fin name [leaf 226, back] 

fat so can tume emest in to game 100 

Worscliipe & f onke be to fi deite 

Of fat Matier gete 30 no more of me 

Tel on f ou Manciple ,1. f e preie 

Sires qiiod be nowe berkenef wbat .1. seye 104 

Explicit i^rologus . 
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Incipit fabula Mancipij . 

"Han iphebus dwelled here in jjis erpe adoune 105 
As olde bokes make]} mencionne 
He was fe most lusti bacheller 
Of al fis werlde & eke fe best archer' 108 

He slowe pHton f e serpent as be leye 
Slepeinge a~3eme sonne vpon a daie 

And mony anofere worfe noble dede 

He wijj bis bowe broulit as men mo we rede 112 

Pleynge he coufe of euery mynstralcye 

And singen fat it was a melodye 

To heren of his clere voice jje soune 

Certes Jje kinge of Thebes amphione 116 

pat wijj his singeinge walled pat Cite 

Coupe neuer singen half so wele as he 

Therto he was pe semelest man 

pat is or was seppe pe werlde be-ganne 120 

Whatt nedep it his fetures for to discryue 

For in pis werld was none so faire on lyue 

He was per-wip fulfilled of gentillesse 

Of honour & of parfite worpinesse 124 

pis Phebus pat was floure ob Bachellarie 

As wele in fredam as in Cheualrye 

For disport in signe eke of victorie 

Of Pheton so as tellep vs pe storie 128 

Was worpi to beren in his honde a^bowe 

l!^ow hadde pis Phebus in his hous a crowe 

Whiche in cage he fostred moni a daie 

And tauht it speke as men techep a iaie 132 
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White was fis crowe as is a snowe wliite swanne 133 

And counterfede Jje speche of euerj marme 

He confe whan he schold tel a tale: 

pere wi]? in al pis werlde no nyhtinggale 136 

"Ng coupe be an hundrep ponsand dele 

Singen so wonderli mery & wele 

1^0 we hadde pis Phebus in his hons a wif [leaf 227] 

Whiche pat he loned more pan his^wen lif 140 

And nyht & daie dide euer his diligence 

Hire for to plese & done hire reuerence 

Saue onely if pe sope pat .1. schal seye 

lelowse he was & wolde haue kepped hire feyne 144- 

For him were lope laped for to be 

And so euery whiht in snche degre 

Bot al for nonht for it a-vailep nouht 

A good wif pat is clene of werke & pouht 148 

Schold not be kepped in none awaite certeine 

And trewly pe Isibour is in veyne 

To kepe a schrewe for it wil nonht be 

pis holde .1. for a verraie nycete 152 

To spin a labour for to kepe wives 

Thus writen olde clerkes in her lyues 

Bot nowe to purpos as .1. first began 

pis worpi phebus dop al pat he can 156 

To plesen hire weneinge be suche plesance 

And for his manhode & his gouernance 

pat noman schold haue put him fro hire grace 

Bot god^it wote per male noman enbrace 160 

As to discryue a pinge whiche pat nature 

Hape naturelly sette in a creature 

Tak any birde & put it in a kage 

And do al pine entente & pi Corage 164 

To foster it tendurli wip mete & drinke 

Of al Deyntepes pou canst be-pinke 

And kepe it as clenly as pou maie 

Al-pou-he his cage of golde be neuere so gaie 168 
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GROUP H. § 2* manciple's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

3it ha J) pis berde be twenti pousande folde 169 

Leuer in a forest pat is wilde & colde 

gone ete wermes & sucbe wrecbednesse 

For euer pis birde wil done bis besinesse 1 72 

To ascape onte of bis cage whan be maie 

His liberte pe birde desirep aie 

Lat take a katte & foster him wele wip melke 

And tendre flessche & make bis couche of selke 176 

And late him sene a mouse go by pe waH 

And anone he weyuep melke iiesche & all 

And euerj deynte pat is in pat house 

Suche appetite hap he to ete a mouse 180 

Lo he[re] hap lust his dampnacione 

And appetite iiemep discrecione [leaf 227, back] 

As pe wolfe hape also a veleyns kinde 

pe lewdest wolf pat sche maie finde 184 

Or lewedest of Eeputacione pat will sche take 

In time whan hir list to haue a maake 

Al pes ensamples speke .1. be pis -men 

pat bien vntrewe & no pinge be wemmen 188 

For men haue euere a lykerous appetite 

On lower* pink to performe her delite 

pan on here wives bien pei neuer so faire 

ISTe neuere so tr^we ne so-debonaire 192 

Flesche is so new fangul wip meschance 

That we ne kunne in nopinge haue plesaunce 

pat sownet in to vertew any while 

This Phebus whiche pat pouht vpon no gile 196 

Deceyved was for al his lolyte 

Fo^ tinder him a nopere hadde sche 

A man of litel Eeputacione 

"Not wofpe to Phebus in comparacione 200 

pe more harme is it happepe oft soo 

Of whiche pere commep muche harme & wo . 

And so be-fel whan Phebus was absent 

His wif anone hap for hire lemman sent 204 
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GROUP H. § 2. manciple's tale, Lansdowne MS. 

Here lemman sertes fis is a knauysche speche 205 

]J'or3euen it me & fat .1. 90 w beseche 

The wise planto seij? as 36 maie rede 

The worde mot nede accorde wip fe dede 208 

If men schal tel properly a finge 

The worde mot Cosine be to fe worcheinge 

.1. am a bustuse man riht Jjus seie .1. 

There is no difference treuly 212 

Be-twex a wif fat is of hihe degre 

If of hir body dishonest sche be 

And a pouerer wenche ofere fan f is 

If it so be f ei werken bofe amys 216 

Botte fat f e gentil is in astate aboue 

Sche schal be cleped his ladi as in loue 

And for fat tof er is a p[o]ue?'e womman 

Sche schal be cleped his wenche or his le??zman 220 

And god it woote myne owen dere brof ere 

Men leyf e f e tone as lowe as lyf e fat of ere 

Eiht so be-twyx a titles tirant 

And an owtelawe & a fefe errant [leaf 2283 

f e sam .1. seie fere is no difference 

To Alisander was tolde f is sentence 

fat for f e terant is of gretter myht 

Be fors of meyne to sle doune riht 228 

And birne hous & home and maken al pleyne 

Lo f erefore he is clepe a Capiteigne 

And for f e outelawe haf e bot smal men^e 

And may nouht do so grete an harme as he 232 

I^e bringe a contre to so grete meschefe 

Men klepen him an outelawe or elles an f ef 

Bot for J. am a man not texed wele 

.1. wil note tel of titusneuer a dele 236 

J. wil go to my tale as .1. beganne 

Whan Phebus wif hadde sent for hii? lemman 

Anone f ei wrouht al her lust volage 

f is white crowe fat honge aye in f e cage 240 
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GjROUP H. § ?. MANdiFLE's TALE. Lansdowne MS. 

Be-helde hex werke & seide neuere a worde 241 

And whan fat liome was cowmen pliebus fe lorde 

This Crowe sange kokkow kokkowe cokkowe 

What birde quod Phebus what songe singes foil 244 

!N"e were f ow wonte so merilye to singe 

fat to myne herte it was a reioysinge 

To here f i voice alace what songe is fis 

Be god quod he .1. singe nouht amys 248 

Phebus quod he for al fi worfinesse 

For al fi beute and fi gentiUesse 

For al fi songe & al f i Minstralcye 

Por al J)i wayteinge blered is fine eye 252 

Wif one of luytel reputacioii 

JSTouht worf to f e as in companson 

The mountance of a gnate so mot [I] priue 

Por on f i bedde fi wif .1. sawe him swyue 256 

What wile ^e more f e crowe anone him tolde 

Be sadde tokenes & be wordes bolde 

Howe fat his wif hadde done her lycherie 

Him to grete schame & to grete velanye 260 

And tolde him oft he sawe it wif his ey3en 

This Phebus gan awaiwarde for to wrien 

Him f ouht his sorweful herte a brast in tuo 

His bo we he bente & sette f erinne a floo 264 

And in his .Ire fan haf e he his wif sleyne ^ 

This es fe effecte fere is nomore to seine [leaf 228, back] 

Por sorwe of whiche he brak his mynstralcy 

Bothe harpe & Lute getern & sautrie 268 

And eke he brak his arwes & his bowe 

And after fat f us spake he to f e crowe 

Trayto2^r quod he wif tonge of scorpione 

f ou hast me brouht to my confusione 272 

Alas fat .1. was wrouht whi nere .1. dede 

O dere wif lemme of lustihede 

That were to me so sadde & eke so trewe 

Nowe liest f ou dede wif face pale of hewe 276 
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GROUP H. § 2. MANciPLj^'s TAi^E, Lansdowne MS. 

Pul giltles ]?at dorst [I] swere .I.-wys 277 

rachel hounde to done so foule amys 
O- trouble witte o yre xecheles 

fat vnavised smytest giltles 280 

wanne trust ful of fals suspeccion 
Where was fi witte and fi discrecione 
Of enery mair be war of recbelnesse 

'Ne trowe no ])inge wi]? outen strong^ wittenesse 284, 

Smyte nouhte to sone ar fat f ou wyt why 
Ande be auisede wele & soburlye 
Or 3e do any execucion 

Vpon 3oure ire for suspeccion 288 

Alas a Jjousand folke haue Eachel ire 
Fully for-done or brouht hem in J?e myre 
Alas for sorwe .1. wil my self sle 

And to fe crowe o fals fef seide he 292 

.1. wil fe qwite anone fi fals tale 
J)ow songe whilom like a nyht gale 
-N'owe schalt fou fals f ef fi songe for-gone 
Eke fine white fefers euerychon 296 

\Nq neuer in al f i lif schal f u speke 
f us schal men on a traitur buen y-wreke 
f ou & fin hofspnnge euere schal be blake 
'Ne neuere swete noise schal 30 maake 300 

Bot euere Crie a-jeine tempest & reyne 
In tokeneynge fat f oruhe f e my wif is sleyne 
And to f e crowe he sterte & fat anone 
' And puUede his white fefers euerychone 304 

And maad him blake & raft him al his songe 
And eke his speche & oute at f e dore him slonge 
Vn-to f e deuel whiche .1. him be-take 
And for fis cas bene al crowes blake [leaf 229] 308 

Lordeinges be fis ensample .1. 3owe preye 
Bef e ware & takef kepe what fat 3e seye 
Ne tellef neuere no man in 3oure lif 
Howe fat anofere man haf swyved his wif 312 
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GROUP H. § 2. MANCIPLE'S TALE. Lansdownc MS. 

He wil 3 owe hate mortally certeyne 313 

Daun Salomon as wise clerkes seyne 

TecheJ? a man to kepe his tunge wele 

Bot as .L seide .L am nouht text. wele 316 

Bot na])eles fus tauht me my dame 

My Sonne Jjinke on ])e crowe a goddes name 

My Sonne kepe wele fi tonge & kepe fi frende 

A wikked tonge is wers fan a fende 320 

My Sonne frome a fende men may hem blisse 

My Sonne god of his endles goodenesse 

Walled a tonge wij) tefe & lippes eke 

For man schold him a-vise what he speke 324 

Mi Sonne ful oft for to mechel speche 

Hafe mony a man be spilt as clerkes teche 

Bot for litel speche avisily 

Is no man schent to spek generaly 328 

My Sonne j?i tonge scholdest fou restreine 

Att alk time bot :whan fou dost fi peine 

To speke of god in honowr Ss preyere 

The first vertue son?ie if ]?ou wilt lere 333 

Is to restreyne & kepe wel ]?i tonge 

Jjus leren childern whan f e be 3onge 

My Sonne of Mechel spekeinge yuel avisede 

fere lasse spekeinge had .I.-nowhe suffised 336 

Come]) mochel harme pus was me tolde & tauht 

In muchel spechep sinne wantej? nouht 

Wostowe where-of a rachel tonge seruep 

B-iht as swerde for-kottep & for-kerue]? 340 

And arm a tuo . my dere sone riht so 

A tunge kuttef frenschep al a two 

A langler is to god abhominable 

Rede Salomon so wyse & honurable 344 

Eede dauid & his psalmys rede seneke 

My sone speke nouht bot wij? fine hede fu bekke 

Dissimule as pou were def if fat f ou here 

A langelere spekef of perilous matere 348 
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GROUP H. § 2. manciple's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

riie flemynge seife & lerne ^ii ])e lest 349 

jpat litel langelinge cause]? mecliel rest [leaf 229, bacw 

My sone if ])ou no wykked worde liast seide 

pe far nonht drede for to be bewreide 352 

Bot lie ]5at baf my-saide .1. dare wele seine 

He may be no weye clepe bis worde a3eine 

Jjinge fat is seide is seide & forf it gofe 

Jjonhe bim repent. or be bim neuer so lofe 356 

He is bis fral to wbome J?at be baj? seide 

A tale of wbicbe be is nowe yuel apaide 

My sone be war & be none auctor newe 

Of Tyfinges wbefere fei be fals or trewe 360 

Wbere so ]jou comme amonges bibe or lowe 

Kepe wele fi tonge & pinke vpon fe crowe 362 

Explicit ffabula Mancipij . 



41 LANSDOWNE 601 (6-T. 58?] 



GEOUP I. FEAGMENT X. 

§ 1. THE BLAITK-PAESON LINK. 

ITMs is really a Hrik between some unwritten Tale and the Parson's. It has been 
made into the Manciple-Parson LinTc {or Yeoman-Parson by the Christ-Church MS\ 
by Chaucer's copiers, though not meant for it.1 

LANSDOWNE MS. 



{on leafitiQ, bac1i'\ 

Incipit prologus Rectoris . 

BE fat fe manciple liadde Ms tale endede 1 

The Sonne fro fe soufe side is descendede 
So lowe fat lie was nouht to my siht 
Degrees nyne & Wente as of heiht 4 

Than of fc clokke it was so as .1. gesse 
Eor a .xj. fote a lite more or lesse 
Mj schadowe was at filke time as fere 
Of fusche fete as myn lengef partide were 8 

In sex foote equale of proporocione 
fere-wife f e mones exaltacione 
.1. mene libra alweye gan ascende 

As we were entrynge att fe f ropes ende 12 

For wif onre oste as he was wonte to guye 
As in f is caas oure loly compaignye 
Seide in f is wise lordeinges euerychone 
IS'ow lakkef vs no tale more fan one 16 

Fulfilled is my sentence & my degre 
Who wil nowe tel a tale latt see 
Almost ffulfilled is myne ordenaz^nce 

.1. praie to god . so 3if him riht good chaunce 20 

fat Tellif f is tale to vs lustely . 
Sir prist qz^od he ert f on a vicarie 
Or ert f on a person sei sof e be f i feye 
Be what f owe be ne breke f on nouht oure pleye 24 
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GROUP I. § 1. BLANK-PARSON LINK. Lansdowne MS. 

For enerj man saue poue hafe told his tale 25 

vnbukel and schewe vs what is in pi male 

For trenly me finkef be pi chere 

Thow scholdest knyht vpe wele a grete matier 28 

Tel vs a fable anone for kokkes bones £ieaf2;^>o^ 

fis persone ansewerd al att ones 

fou getest fable none ytolde for me 

For Poule fat write]? vn-to Timotbe 32 

Eeprenejj hem fat veyfen sofefastnesse 

And tellen fabels & suche wrechednesse 

Whi shold .1. schewen draf out of my fest 

Whan .1. may schewe whete if pat me lest 36 

For whiche .1. saie if fat fe lust to here 

Moralite & vertuous Matiere 

And fan fat 3e wil 3ef me audience 

.1. wil ful feyne att cristes Eeuerence 40 

Done ^owe plesance lefful as .1. caw^ne 

Bot trustef wele .1. am a sof erne man?2e 

.1. can nouht geste . Eom Eam . Euf be my le^^re 

'Nq god wote Eime holde .1. bot litel better 44 

And f erefor if 3owe luste .1. wil not glose 

.1. wil 30 we tel a mere tale in prose 

To knyte vp al f is fest & maake an ende 

An ihesu for his grace witte me sende 48 

To schew 30W f e waye in f is viage 

Of f ilke parfite gloriouse pilgrenage 

Ipat hiht lerw^alem CelestiaH 

And if 36 vouche saue a-none 3e schaH 52 

Beginne vpon my tale for whiche .1. preye 

Ten 30ure avise .1. can no better seye 

Bot naf eles f is M'editacione 

.1. put it alweie in correctione 56 

Of clerkes for .1. am nouht text wele 

I take bot f e sentence trustef wele 

Thare-fore .1. maake a prodestacione 

fat .1. wil stant to correctione 60 

LANSDOWNE 603 (6-T. 590) 



SIX-TEXT 591 
GROUP I. § 1. BLANK-PARSON LINK. LaUSdOWnC MS. 

Vpon fis worde we haue assented sone 61 

For as it semed it was for to done 

To enden in som vertuous sentence 

And for to 3eue him space & audience 64 

And badde oure Oste he scholde to him seye 

fat al we to telle his tale we preye 

Oure Oste hadde ]je wordes for vs aH 

Sire preste quod he faire mote 30W faH 68 

Saje what 30we lust & we schal gladly here 

And wi]j fat worde he seide in Jjis manere . 

Telle]) quod he 30Ure Meditacione [leaf -m, back] 

Bot haste J? 30we fe sonne wil adoune 72 

Be]) fructuous & J?at in litel space 

And to do wele god send 30we his grace 74 

Explicit prohemium . 
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592 SIX-TEXT 

CONTENTS OF PARSON's TALE. PART I. 

THE PABSON^S TALE. 

A TREATISE ON PENITENCE, IN 3 PARTS : 

Part I. On Penitence, and its 1st requisite Contrition (A) (p. 
593-612). 
Part II. On its 2nd requisite, Confession (B) (p. 612—679). - - 
Part III. On its 3rd requisite, Satisfaction (C) (p. 679—684), with 
the Writer's Leave-taking and Retractations (p. 684-85). 



PART I. (p. 593—612). 
ON PENITENCE, AND ITS 1st REQUISITE, CONTRITION. 
Proem on Jeremiah vi. 16. The Tale is to be on Penitence as a full 
noble way to lead folk to Christ, and is to treat of 
i. * what is Penitence ' (p. 594) . 
ii, ' whennes it is cleped Penitence '. [TWt in the Tale.] 
iii. *in how manye maneres been the accio^^ns or werkynges of 

Penitence' (p. 594-5). 
iv. * how many speces ther been of Penitence ' (p. 595). 
• V. ' whiche thynges apertenen and bihouen to Penitence ' (p. 595 — 
682 : nearly all Parts I and III, and all Part II). 
vi. ' whiche thynges destourbe/i Penitence ' (at end of Part III, 

p. 682) (p. 593). . ^ . - 

i. Penitence defined, bjr a. St Ambrose ; b. ' som doctour ' ; c. the 
writer. Its requisites: 1. bewailing of sins; 2.; purpose to 
have shrift, to do satisfaction, never to sin again, to continue 
in good works (p. 594). 
[ii. not given.} - 

iii. The 3 actions of Penitence : 1. Baptism after sin ; 2. not to do 
deadly sin after baptism ; 3. not thus to do venial sin (p. 594-95). 
iv. The 3 speces or kinds of Penitence : 1. Solemn (to be put out of 
church, or do open penance) ; 2. Common (to go naked on pil- 
grimage) ; 3. Private (p. 595). 
V. The 3 necessities or requisites for Penitence (p. 596 — 682) : 

A. Contrition of heart (p. 596—612). 

B. Confession of mouth (Part II, p. 612—679). 

C. Satisfaction (Part III, p. 679—682). 

Penitence avails against 3 things, by which we wrath Christ (p. 595). 
A. Contrition is the root of Penitence, whose stem bears branches 
and leaves of Confession, and fruit of Satisfaction. 
Contrition also bears a seed of grace, whose heat draws men to 

God. (Simile of the child and his mu-se's milk.) > 

Penance is the tree of hfe (p. 596). 
Four Points to be known about Contrition : 
1. What it is; 2. the causes that move a man to it'; 3. how to 
be contrite ; 4. what it avails the soul (p. 597). 
2. The 6 Causes that should move a man to Contrition : 
a. Remembrance of Sins (p. 597-8). 
- - 6. Whoso does sin is the Thrall of Sin (p. 598-99). . . . . 

c. Dread of the Day of Doom and the Pains of Hell (p. 599 — 604). 
These described: the Doom (p. 599-600); Job's 'lond of 

mysese and of derknesse' (p. 600-1) ; the 3 shames in hell 
against (1) ^Honours, (2) delices, and (3) richesses' (p. 611) ; 
poverty in 4 things : no treasure, food, clothing, or friends 
(p. 602) ; and no deUghts of the 5 senses. The pain shall be 
eternal (p. 603). HeU is orderless (p. 603-4). , The 7 causes 
why the damnd have lost all hope (p. 604). 

d. Remembrance of the good works we've left undone, and the 

loss of the good works done while we were in sin (p. 604-6). 
Deadly sin wipes out all good works formerly done (p. 605) ; 
and no good works can be done in deadly sin (p. 605-6). 
The new French song, J^ai tout perdu man tenyps (also 
quoted in Chaucer's late poem of Fortune), 
42 (for lansdowke eos) 
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CONTENTS OF PARSON's TALE. PART II. 

e. Remembrance of Christ's suffering for our sins (p. 606). In 
man's sin, every ordinance is turnd up-so-down (p. 607). 
For this disorder Christ sufferd (p. 608). 
/, The hope of 3 things : 1. Forgiveness of Sins, 2. the Gift of 
Grace to do well, 3. the Glory of Heaven (p. 609). 
3c How to be contrite. Contrition must be universal and total : 
for sins of thought, for desires against God's law, for wicked 
words as well as wicked deeds (p. 610). Contrition must be 
angwishous and continual (p. 609-11). 
4. How Contrition helps the soul. It sometimes delivers a man 
from sin ; destroys the prison of hell ; cleanses the soul \ 
xjhanges the son of Wrath to the son of Grace (p. 611-12). 

PAET II (?^c?. V. continued). 
B. COOTESSION (THE 2nd REQUISITE FOR PENITENCE) 

(p. 612—679). 
B, Confession. § 1. (1. 317) 'what is confession' (p. 612). 

§ 2. ' wheitherit oghte nedes be doon or noon' (p. 672-9). 
§ 3. 'whiche thynges been couenable to verray Confession' (p. 
674-79). 

CONFESSION, § 1. 
1. * Confession is verray shewynge of synnes to the preest' 
(1. 318) (p. 612). We must imderstand too 
or. (1. 321) 'whennes that synnes spryngen ' (p. 612—15). 
h. 'how they encreessen' (p. 615-16; 672-74). 
c. 'whiche they been' (p. 616—672). 
l.a. Sin sprang from the fall of Adam (p. 612). The legend of 
Adam and Eve told (p. 613). From Adam we took Original 
Sin, and were born sons of eternal damnation ; but Baptism 
rescues us; though we keep liability to temptation, or Con- 
cupiscence (p. 613-14). 
Concupiscence, or the nourishing and occasion of sin. St Paul 
, and St Jerome's temptations (p. 614-15). 
1.5. How Sin grows in a man. 1. by Concupiscence; 2. Subjec- 
tion to the Devil; 3. Hesitation; 4. Doing, the Sin be- 
coming Actual (p. 615-16). 
I.e. Sin is a. venial, /3. deadly (or mortal). 

a, I. Venial Sin defined. It skips into Deadly Sin. (Simile 
of the drops of water int® a vessel's hold drowning 
the ship ;) (p. 616). 
/S. 1. Deadly Sm defined (p. 617). 

a. 2. Of divers small venial sins, hardly thought sins (p. 617- 
18) ; eating, drinking, talking, too much ; using your 
L wife too much ; not visiting the sick (p. 617) ; talking 

vanities at church, &c. (p. 618). Cure of venial sins 
by love to Christ, prayer, confession, good works, re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, holy-water, &c. (p. 618). 
I.e. /3. 2. The Seven Deadly Sins, The Chieftains, head and 
^spring, of aU other Sins (p. 619). 
i. Pride (p. 619-26), and its Remedy (p. 626-8). 
ii. Envy (p. 628-30), and its Remedy (p. 630-1). 
iii. Ire or Anger (p. 631-42), and its Remedy (p. 642-5). 
iv. Accidie or Sloth (Discontent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), and 

its Remedy (p. 650-1). 
V. Avarice or Covetousness (p. 651-7), and its Remedy 

(p. 657-8). 
vi. Gluttony (p. 658-9), and its Remedy (p. 660). 
vii. Lechery (p. 660-8), and its Remedy (p. 668-72). 
i. Pride (p. 619—626). Its 16 (and more) Twigs. 1. Disobedience, 
2. Boasting, 3. Hypocrisy, 4. Despite, 5. Arrogance (p. 619), 
6. Impudence, 7. Swelling of Heart (rejoicing in harm done^ 
8. Insolence, 9. Elation, 10. Impatience, 11. Contumacy, 12. 
(for lansdowne 605 a) 
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Presumption, 13. Irreyerence, 14. Pertinacity, 15. Vain-glorj, 
16. Jangling (chattering). 
A private kind of pride (the Host's Wife's and Wife of BatliV), 

wanting to go to offering first, &c. (p. 620). 
Two kin(fi of Pride, a, ' within man's heart ', h. without ; h. being 
the sign of a., ' as the gaye leef sel atte Taverne is sign of the 
wyn that is in the Celer'^ (p. 620-21), &. outside pride. 
a. in dear clothing, 1. superfluity of it : its cost, furring, chisel- 
holes, dragguig in the dung, waste of material (p. 621), un- 
fitness for giving to the poor : 2. scantness of it : showing 
men's privy members, and buttocks (hke a she-ape's rump), 
and the former as half-flayd, in parti-colourd hose 3. The 
* outrageous array of 'Women' (p. 623). 
jS. in horses (p. 623), and vicious grooms to tend 'em; plate- 
harness, &c. 
y. in housenold : keeping too many retainers or servants, who 

^ oppress the poor (p. 624). 
^. in table : not asking the poor to feasts ; haviog burning and 
ornamented dishes^; too costly cups, &c., and too choice 
minstrelsy (p. 624). 
What Pride sins are deadly, and what venial (p. 624). 
The Sources of Pride (p. 624) : goods of Nature, Fortune, .Grace 
(p. 624). The Folly of Pride in any of these goods of Nature : 
* we ben alle of o fader and of o mooder, and . . of o nature ' ^. 
The general signs of Gentleness. (The flies calld 'bees', and 
their stmgless king) (p. 625) ; 3 gifts of Grace j 3 of Fortune. 
The brittleness of popular praise^ (p. 626). 
The Bemedy against Pride, 
Humility or Meekness, and its 3 kinds : in 1. heart, 2. mouth, 
3. works. 4 kinds of each of these (p. 626-27). 

ii. Envy (p. 627-30) : defined by the Philosopher and St Augustine. 
It springs from MaHce (p. 627). 

Malice; 2 kinds of : 1. hardness of heart, or recklessness; 2. op- 
posing truth (p. 627). 

The 2 lands of Envy (p. 628) : 1. sorrow at other men's prosper- 
ity; 2. joy at other men's harm : whence comes 

Backbiting ; 5 kinds (p. 628) : 1. praise with a hut at the end; 2. 
turning well-meant things upside down to ill ones ; 3. lessening 
a neighbour's goodness ; 4. putting one man above another; 6. 
glad listening to scandal (p. 628). 

Grudging or murmuring (p. 628) : 1. against God (p. 629) ; 2. 
Murmuring from avarice, 3. from pride, 4. from envy ; 5. among 
Servants, who say 'the Devil's Paternoster' ; 6. Murmuring 
from ire or hate : thence, a. Bitterness of Heart, 5. Discord, 
c. Scorning; d. Accusing (p. 629) ; e. Malignity (p. 630). 
The Bemedy against Envy (p. 630-31). 

" Love of God and one's neighbour. How a man shall love his 
neighbour. How an enemy is included in the name 'neigh- 
bour' (p. 630). 3 Remedies of Love, against 3 deeds of Hate 
(p. 631). Love is the medicine that casts out the venom of 
Envy from man's heart (p. 631). 

iii. Ire or Anger (j). 631-42), and its 2 kinds : a. good Ire or Wrath 
(p. 632) ; h. wicked Ire, and its 2 kinds : sudden ire, and ire 
of malice aforethought (p. 632-33). 
Three Shrews that forge in the Devil's furnace: Pride, Envy, 
and Contumely (p. 633). 

1 Melibe-Monk Link, B. § 11 j and General Prologue, A. 

8 Chaucer's father no doubt had a sign outside his wine-shop or tavern in Thames 
gtreet, London. 

3 The outspoken and somewhat coarse abuse of the new fashions in dress is a great 
change from Chaucer's admirable Third-Period chaff of the moral short-comings of 
the monks and friars, &c., in the Prologue and middle Tales. If this is not change of 
man, it's change of mood. 

* Chaucer must have seen plenty of these when he was page, valet, and squire. 

5 Compare Chaucer's Gentleness, &c. e Compare Clerk's Tale, Part YI, st. 135. 
(for LANSDOWNE 605 b) 
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Wrath takes away a man's wit and spiritual life (p. 634). 
Pruits of Wrath : 1. Hate. 2. War and wrong. 3. Manslaughter, 
a. spiritual ; h. bodily (p. 634). 
a. The 3 kinds of spiritual Manslaughter (3, calld 6 in MSS. 
p. 634): 1. by Hate. 2. by Backbiting. 3. Giving wicked 
Counsel, by Fraud (p. 634). 
&. bodily Manslaughter : slaying with your tongue, giving 
orders or counsel to slay a man (p. 634). 
Manslaughter in deed : its 4 (that is, 7) kinds (p. 635) : 1. by law : 
a Justice condemning a man to death ; 2. justifiable homicide, 
in defence of one's own life ; 3. by misadventure : shooting an 
arrow, &c. ; 4. a woman overlying her child ; 5. a man making 
a woman barren by drinks, &c., killing the foetus. within her, 
shedding his seed in the wrong place ; a woman killing the child 
in her womb ; 6. a woman killing her child (after birth) for 
shame ; 7. a man by lechery or blows killing a foetus. 
(Sixteen) other sins coming from Ire or Anger. 

1. blaming or despising God, as hazarders do (Cp. Pardoner's 

Tale) (p. 635) ; and those who treat of the Sacrament of 
the altar irreverently (p. 636). 

2. Attry anger : making angry false excuses for sin. 

3. Swearing, which dismembers Christ (p. 636). 

a. Of lawful Swearing, before a Judge : its 3 conditions, and 
its motives ; h. God's name and Christ's, not to be taken 
in vain (p. 637) ; c, swearing for gentility or manliness 
(p. 638) ; d» swearing suddenly; e. of Adjuration and 
Conjuration by enchanters and necromancers ; /. of 
Divination by Dreams, &c. ; g. of Charms for Wounds 
and Maladies (p. 638). 

4. Lying (p. 638), and its 6 kinds. 

5. Flattering. How Flatterers are the Devil's Nurses, his 

Enchanters and Chaplains (p. 639). 

6. Cursing thSt comes of irons heart : Malison. 

7. Chiding and Reproach (p. 640) ; (specially a chiding wife^) 
(p. 640-41). 



S. Scorning (p. 641). 
9. Giving wicked Counsel 
(p. 641). 

10. Sowing and maldng Dis- 

cord (p. 642). 

11. Double tongue (p. 642), 



12. Betraying of Counsel ^p. 

642). 

13. Menace. 

14. Idle words. - 

15. Jangliag (chattering) (p. 642) . 

16. Japing (joking) (p. 642-43). 



The Remedy against Anger (p. 643-5). Debonairtee and Patience 
(p. 643). Four kinds of grievances, and their remedies: 1. 
wicked words, 2. loss of goods, 3. harm of body, 4. outrageous 
labour (p. 644). 
Incentives to Patience. Story of the Philosopher and Child 
(p. 644-45). Obedience comes from Patience (p. 645). 

IV. Accidie, or Sloth (Discontent, Ennui) (p. 645-49), is an enemy 
to the 3 states of man, — 1. innocence (p. 645), 2. prayer (p. 646), 
3. grace;— and to one's livelihood. Its 12 bad consequences (p. 
646) : 1. Sloth (and its remedy) ; 2. Dread to begin good works 
(p. 646). ; 3. Wanhope, or Despair (and its Remedy) (p. 647) ; 4. 
Somnolence (p. 648), and 5. Negligence, or 6. Recklessness, and 
the Remedy for each; 7- Idleness; 8. Tarditas, or tarrying 

^ before turmng to God (p. 649); 9. Lachesse, or giving up a 
good work begun ; 10. Coldness; 11. Undevotion; 12. Worldly 
sorrow (p. 649). 

^The Remedy against Accidie (p. 650-51) : Fortitude or Strength, 
and its 5 kinds. 1. Magnanimity^ or great Courage ; 2. Faith 
or Hope; 3. Assurance; 4. Magnificence; 5. Constancy (p. 
651). 

1 Does Chancer here refer to his former wife ? 
I . . , 2 Miswiitten * Magnificence ' in Ellesmere and Lansdowne MSS. 
(for XANSDOWNE 606) 
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V. Avarice (p. 651-57). The difference between Avarice and Covet- 
ousness (p. 651) ; and between an Idolater and an avaricious 
man (p. 652). Of Covetousness, and lords' extortion from their 
bondmen : "humble folk been Cristes freendes" (p. 652-53). The 
Duty of lords to their thralls or churls. Of those that pillage 
Holy Church (p. 653-54) ; lords who plunder the poor are like 
wolves (p. 654). Of Deceit between Merchant and Merchant 
(p. 654). Of honest bodily Merchandise (the surplus of one 
country may be sent to help another) (p. 654). Of spiritual 
Merchandise, or Simony, and its 2 kinds (p. 655), — thieves that 
steal Christ's souls get livings (p. 665-56) ; — Hasardry or Games ^ 
of Chance (p. 656), Other outcomes of Avarice (p. 656) : 1. Lying, 
2. Theft (bodily and spuitual) (p. 656-57), 3. False Witness, 
4. False Oaths (p. 657). 

The Bemedy against Avarice (p. 657) : Mercy and Pity, and reason- 
able Liberahty (p. 658). Of foolish largess (p. 658). 

vi. Gluttony (p. 658-59), and its 5 kinds (p. 659) : 1. Drunkenness, 
or the burial of man's reason ; 2. a troubled spirit ; 3. bad way 
of eating; 4. distemperd bodily humours ; 5. forgetfulness. Or, 
as St Gregory says, 1. eating too soon ; 2. eating too deHcate 
food ; 3. taking too much ; 4. troubling too much about cooking 
food ; 5. eating greedily : these are the 5 fingers of the devil's 
hand (p. 659). 

The Bemedy against Gluttony (p. 660) : Abstinence, and its fellows. 
Temperance, Shame, Content with plain food. Moderation, So- 
berness, Sparing (p. 660). 

vii. Lechery (p. 660). Its punishment in the Old Testament (p. 
660). Adultery, and the deske of it (p. 661-62). 
The 5 fingers of the Devil's other hand (p. 662) ; 1. foolish look- 
ing; 2. villainous touching; 3. foul words; 4. kissing (old do- 
tards, and dry dogs at a rose-tree (p. 662) ; and how a man should 
love his wife) ; 5. the stinking deed of lechery (p. 663). Its 
kinds : 1. Fornication. Taking a maid's maidenhead, or 100th 
fruit (p. 663). 2. Adultery, defined. 3. Harms following from it : 
a. breaking of faith; h. theft (of the wife's body from her. hus- 
band (Joseph and Potiphar's wife), and of her soul from Christ) ; 
c. breaking God's commandment, and defouling Christ (p. 664). 
Of Harlots and Bawds (p. 665). Adultery is set between Theft 
and Manslaughter. More kinds of Adifltery : 1. by Men boimd 
by Religious Yows, &c. ; 2. those in Holy Orders (p. 665). 
Lecherous Priests are like a free Bull in a town, and they eat 
raw flesh of folk's wives and daughters (p. 666) ; 3. by man and 
wife copulating for pleasure only (p. 667) ; 4. copulation with 
kinsfolk, spiritual (or godchildren) or fleshly (blood relations). 
6. the abominable unmentionable sin ; 6. Pollution, of 3 kinds : 
1. too rank humours ; 2. weakness (p. 667) ; 3. evil thoughts 
(p. 668). 

The Bemedy for Lechery (p. 668) : I. Chastity and Continence. 

1. in Marriage. (The true effect of Marriage. One husband to 
have one wife (p. 668). How a man should behave to his wife 
(p. 669). How the wife should be subject to her husband (p. 
669), and be moderate in behaviour, discreet in words, &c. (p. 
669-70). The 3 causes for which man and wife may copulate 
(p. 670) : a, begetting of children ; h. to pay the mutual debt of 
their bodies; c. to avoid lechery (p. 670). The 4th cause, 
pleasure, is deadly sin (p. 670-71).) 

2. In Widowhood; 3. Virginity (p. 671). 

II. Special avoidance of causes of lechery : a, eating and drink* 
ing ; long sleeping ; h. the person who'd tempt you (p. 671-72). 
(I wish I could tell you the Ten Commandments ; but it's 
too high doctrine (p. 672).) [End of Confession^ § 1, c.J. 

Sin is in heart, mouth, deed, by the 5 Wits (p. 672)^ 
(for lansdowne 606 a) 
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§ 1.6, (see p. 615-16.) The 7 Circumstances tliat encrease or aggrayate 
sins- (p. 672). 1. the person who sins (male or female, &c.) ; 
2. the kind of sin (fornication or homicide) ; 3. the place it 
was committed in (as in a church, by a priest) (p. 673) ; 4. for 
what motive ; 5. the number of times it was committed ; 6. 
by what temptation ; 7. how it was committed ; and all other 
circumstances (p. 674). 

CONFESSION, § 2, § 3 (p. 674-79). 
Profitable Confession, and its 4 (= 3) Conditions (p. 674) : 

1. sorrowful bitterness of heart (p. 674) ; its 5 signs : a. shame- 
fastness (like the Publican's) (p. 675) ; h. humility; c. fulness 
of tears (p. 675) ; d. no hesitation (like the Magdalen) for 
shame ; e. obedience to receive penance laid on you (p. 675). 

2. speedy Confession (p. 676) ; its 4 Conditions : /. that it be 
well thought over ; a, the greatness and number of sins must 
be understood ; h, the sinner must be contrite, and i. avoid 
occasions of sins. 

3. Shrift must be made to one man, not more (p. 676). 

' True Shrift, and its 10 Conditions (p. 677) : 1. that it be of free 
wUl ; 2. that it be lawful (both sinner and priest, Popish) ; 3. 
that it be not despairing of Christ's mercy; 4. that a man 
accuse himseK only, and not another ; 5. that it be not lying 
(accusing oneself of sins never committed) (p. 678) ; that it b^ 
by one's own mouth, and not by letter ; 7. that the sin be not 
painted with fair words ; 8. that the shrift be to a discreet 
priest ; 9. that the shrift be not made for vain-glory, but for 
fear of Christ ; 10. that the shrift be not made suddenly, for a 
joke (p. 678). You may be shriven more than once for the same 
sin ; and should be houseld once a year (p. 679). 

PAET III {no, V. continued, and no, vi.). 

SATISFACTION (THE 3ri> REQUISITE FOR PENITENCE) 
(p. 679—684). 

In ct. Alms. /3. bodily punishment. 
a. Alms and its three kiTids (p. 679) : 1. Contrition of heart. 2. 
Pity for one's neighbour's fa'ults. 3. Giving good counsel to 
other's souls and bodies (food, visits in prison, burial). These 
Alms should be done privily, if possible (p. 680). 

> jS. Bodily Punishment (Penance), of 4 kioids: 1. Prayers 
(chiefly of the Paternoster, whose expounding I leave to Mas- 
ters of Theology) (p. 680). 2. Watching, and its 3 kinds : 
forbearing, a. meat and drink, b. worldly joUity, and c, 
deadly sin (p. 681). 3. Fasting, and its 4 kinds : Liberality to 
poor folk ; spiritual gladness of heart ; not grudging at fasting ; 
reasonable eating. 4. Virtuous teachings, or Discipline : a, 
by word, writing, or example ; b, by wearing hairshirts.j &c., 
next your skin, scourging yourself, taldng evils and injuries 
patiently (p. 682). [End of no. v. in Part 1; p. 693.] 



vi. The 4 Things that disturb Penance [no. vi, or last §, of p. 593 
at foot] (p. 682). 1. Dread, and its remedy. 2. Shame, and 
its remedy. 3. Hope : a. of long life, and 5. consequent over- 
confidence in Christ's mercy (p. 683). 4. Wanhope, or Despair 
of Mercy ; its 3 kinds : a^. from great and long continued sin ; 
y. from falls-back into sin ; z. from not being able to persevere 
in goodness (p. 683). 
T^he fruit of Penance (p. 683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 
The Author's Leave-taldng, and Lament over, and Withdrawal of, 
Ms Sinful Books, &c. (p. 684-85). 

(for lansdowne Q06~b) 




THE PARSON. " 
Ellesmere MS, leaf 210, back. 



[These coloured figures in the Ellesmere MS have evidently 
been drawn by two different persons. The little pieces of ground 
on which the later hand places his figures, mark those done by 
him. 

His drawing is not so good as the first hand's ; and his colours 
are badly ground, and of poor quality.—- W. H. HoOPEE.] 
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[Lansdowne 851, on leaf 230, hack] 

\_There are no paragrapTb-hreahs in tlie MS, hd FyrwJiUf^ are 
kept in the print for convenience sake.'] 

Incipit sermo. 

leiemie vj*°. State super vias. & videte & interrogate de 
seInit^s antiquis que sit via bonaf & ambulate in ea & 
i?^ueniet^5 refrigerium ammabws Yesfns, 

[7SL 

wre. swete lord god of heuenf pat no man wil 

perisshe f but wil pat we comme al to pe 
knowlecbe of Mmf & to pe blisful lyf 
pat is perdurable f [76] amonestep vs be pe 
prophet loromte pat seipe in pis wisef 
[77] Standep vpon pe weyes & seepe & axep 
of olde papes. pat is to seie of olde sentences f 
wMcbe is pe goode weief [78] & walkep in pat weief 
& 30 scbal jfinde refrisscheinge for ^oure soulesf Ssg 
[79] ^ Many buen pe weyes spm^ele, pat leden folk 
to to oure lorde ilie^u criste Ss to pe regno of glorie 
[80] ^ Of whicbe weyes pere is a ful noble weie and ful 
couenable weief wHcbe maye not faile to man ne to 
womman pat porube sinne bap mys gone fro pe riht 
weie of lerw^alem celestial. [81] And pis weie is cleped 
Penitence f of wbicbe men scbolde gladly berken & 
enquere wip al his he [82] to wit what is pen- 
ance f & whan it is cleped penanc. & in howe, 
many manure bene pe accionce- of worchinge of penance f 
[83] And howe mony spices pere biene of penytence And 
whiche pinges appartenenf & be-houen to penitence f & 
whiche pinges distourben penitence 

LANSDOWNE 607 (6-T. 593) 
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[84] ^ Seint Ambrose seij?e pat penitence is pe 
pleyneinge of man for fe gilt pat lie hap donef and no 
more to do any pinge for wMche we oulite to pleynef 
[85] And som doctour seipef Penitence is pe weyment- 
jnge of man pat sorwep for his sinnef an peynep 
him selft for he hape mys donef [86] Penytence wip 
-eerteyne circumstance is verrey repentance of men pat 
halt him self in sorwef And opere peyne for his giltes 
[87] For he schal be verreye penitent f he schaH first 
beweilen pe sinne pat he hape donef And stedfastly 
^purposen in his herte to hane schrift of moupe And to 
done satisfaccione f [88] And nener to do pinge. ffor whicho 
him ouht to beweile or to complene & to con- 
tinue in goode werkes f or elles his repentance mai nouht 
availe [89] IT JFor as seint Isider seipe. He is a Taper & 
a gabbere & no verrei repentant f pat eft sone dop 
pinge ffor whiche him ouht to repent [90] wepeingef 
& nouht for to stinte to do sinne Maie not availe f [91] Bot 
napeles men schol hope f pat at euerj time pat man 
fallep be it neuere so off pat he may rise porwhe peni- 
tence if he haue grace ^ Bot certeinly. it is grete doute 
[92] for as- seipe seinte gregori. vnnepes arisep he oute 
of his sinne pat is charged wip pe charde of yuel vsage f 
[93] & per fore repentant folke pat stinte for to 
sinne & for-lete sinne. er sinne for-^lete him. Holy 
cherche liolte hem seker of her sauacione f [94] And 
he pat sinnep & verraly repentep him in his last 
ende f Holy cherche 3it hopep his saluacion be pe grete 
mercy of our lorde ihesu. for his repentance f ^ Bot 
takep pe seker weye pat is certeine f 

[95] IF And no we sepen .1. haue declared 30we what 
'pinge is penitence ^ N'ow scholne ^e vnderstonde pat pe?*e 
bue pre accions of Penytence f [96] The first is 
if a man be baptized after pat he hape 
sinned [97] IF Seint Austine seipe bot he be penitence 
for his olde sinful lif f he maie not bc-giane pe newe 

LANSDOWNE 608 (6-T. 594-) [Ueaf231] 
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clene liff [98] For certes if he be k.ptist •wiih onte 
penitence of Ms olde giltef he receyne]? fe merke of 
haptime. bot not fe grace ne fe remission of Ms 
sinnes til he haue repentance verreye. [99] IF Anofere 
defaut is fisf that men done dedely sinne after fat 
pei haue receyued Baptisme [100] IF Jpe fredde defaute 
isf J?at men fallen in venial stones after her baptisme f 
fro dale to dale [loi] IF Ther of seij) seint Austine^ 
pat pemtence of goode & humble folke is pe 
penitence of euery dale f 

[102] IF The spices of penance bien pref pat on 
of hem is solemp7^ef anopere is comune. .&. p^ 
pred is pnue [103] % pilke penance pat is so- 
lempne i is in tuo maners. As is to be put oute of holy 
cherche in lente for slauhter of childerne & suche 
maner pingef [104] Anoper is whan man 
hap sinned openly f of wMche sinne pe fame is openly 
spoken in pe centre f IF And pan holy cherche be iuge- 
ment Distreynep him for to do penance' open. [105] 
% Somme penance is pat prestes enioynen men comunly 
in certeine caas as for to gone peraduentur naked in 
pilgrenage or barfote. [106] IF Priue penaunce is 
pilk pat men done al dale ffor pnue sinnes of wMche 
we schryuen vs pnuely & receyuen pnue penance. 

[107] ^ No we schalt pou vnderstande whas behouepf 
& is necessarie to verrei perfit penitence f An pes 
standen on pre pinges [108] IF Contricio of hert. Con- 
fession -of moupe f & satisfaccione [109] IF For wMche' 
seip lohanmes Grisostemz^s. Penytence Distreynep man 
to accepte benyngly euery peine pat is Mm enioyned"" 
■wiih contricione of hertf &- schrift of moupe '& satis-' 
facione & in wercheinge al manere humylitef [no] 
^ And pis is frayteful pemtence a3ein pre pinges^ in which, 
we wreppen our lorde ihesu cristf [m] pis is to seine f 
be delite in pinkinge f be reclischenesse in spekeinge f 
be wykked sinful wyrcheingef . [112] IF Arid a3eines pe^' 

LANSDOWNE 609 (S-T.. 595) 
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wikked giltes is penitence f fat male be likned vnto a tre. , 
. [113] IF fe rote of p^'s tree is contncione fat hidef 
him in pe liert of him pat is verraie repentant Eiht as 
pe rote of a tre hidep him in pe erpef [114] ^ Of pe 
rote of contncione spriwgep a stalk pat berep braunches 
& leaes of confessis & fruyte of satisfaccione. [115-] 
Tor whiche crist seipe in pe gospel. Dope digne fruyte of 
penite. For be pis fruyte men maye knowe pis 
tref & nouht be rote pat is hide in pe herte 
of man f be pe braunche ne be pe leues of conf essione f 
[116] And j)ere for oure lorde ihesu crist seip pusf Be 
pe fruyte of hem schal 30 knowe hem [117] ^ Of pis 
rote spnngep a seede of grace f pe whiche sede is 
pe mode of sekernessef And pis seed is egre & hotef 
[118] pe. grace of pis seed sprmgep of god poruhe pe re- 
membrance of pe dale of dome & one pe peines of 
helle. [i rp] ^ Of pis ^ Matier seipe Salomon. That in pe 
drede of god man for letep his sinne. [120] ^ pe hete 
of pis seede is pe loue of god. & pe desire of pe 
loye perdurable f [121] pis hete drauep pe hert of 
man to godf & dope him hate his sinne f [122] ^ For 
sopely pere is no pinge pat sauerep so wele to a childe 
as pe myke of his norice f 'Ne no pi7^ge is to him more abhom- 
inable pat pilke m6lk whan it is menged wip 
opere mete. [123] Eiht so pe sinnful man pat louep 
his sinne it semep pat it is to him moste swete Of 
any pinge f [124] IT Bot fro pat time pat he louep sadly 
oure lorde ihesu criste & desirep pe lif perdurable f pere 
nys to hime more abhominable f [125] ^ For 
sope pe lawe of god ,is pe loue of godf For whiche 
dauid pe prophete^ seipe f I. haue loued pi lawe & hated 
wikkednessef & hatenf He pat louep god kepep his lawe & 
his wordef [126] IF this tre sawe pe prophet .Danyel. in 
spirit vpon pe auysion of nobugodonosor whan he coun- 
seled him to do penitence. [127] ^ Penance is pe tre 
of lif to hem pat it receyven 5 And he pat holdep him 

LANSDOWNE 610 (6-T. 596) [i leaf 231, back] 
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verrey penytence is blissed after pe verrey sentence of 
Salomon. 

[128] U In pis penitence or contncion man schal vn- 
derstonden .iiij. pinges f pat is to seine What is contricione f 
& wMche bien pe causes pat meuen a man to con- 
tncione & howe he schold^ be contrite ^ & what con- 
tricioz^n availed to pe soulef [129] pan is it pnsf 
pat contricion is pe verrei sowe pat a man receyuep 
in his hert for his sinnes with sadde purpos to schriuen 
him & to do penance And to do neuer more sinnef 
[130] ^ And pis sorwe schal bien in pis manure As seipe 
seinte Bernard. - It schal be greuous & heiiy & ful 
scharpe & poynant in hertef [131] ffirst for a man hap 
gult his lord? & his malcere f & mor scharp & 
poynant f for he hap agilte his fader celestial! [132] & 
jit more scharp & poynawtf For he hape a-wrepped & 
agilte him pat bouht himf pat withe his precious blode 
hap deliuerd vs fro pe bandes of «inne And fro pe 
cruelte of pe deuel. And fro pe peynes of heH f 

[133] ^ The causes pat ouhte to meue a man to con- 
tricion bien .vj. ^ 'First a man schal remembre him of 
his sinnes f [134] bot loke pat . pate remem- 
brance be to him no delite be no weye bot grette schame f 
& sorwe For his gilte. Tor lob seipe. Sinfulmen dop 
werkes worpi of confession [135] IT And pere for seipe 
Ezechiele J. wil remembre me al pe jeres of my Kf 
in bitternesse of myn hertef [136] And god seipe in pe 
Apocolips. Kemembre 30 fro wemmes pat bue 
faHS For be forne pat time pat 30 sinned 30 weren pe 
childern of god. & lyme of pe Eegne of godf [137] IT Bot 
for 3oure sinne 30 bien wax pral & foule & 
membres of pe fende f hate of Angeles Sclaundre of. holy 
cherche. And foode of pe fals serpent perpetuel matiere 
of pe fire of heH. [138] And pat more foule & abom* 
inable for 3e trespasen so oft timef as dope pe hounde 
pat tornep to eten his spewyngef [139] And jit 
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bien 30 fouler for 3pTire longe cdntimiinge in sinne f & 
30ure sinful vsagef For whiclie 30 be roten. in 30ure 
sinne as a beste in his donge [140] ^ Suche manere of 
Jjoubtes make'n a man to haue scbame for his sinne 
& no delitef A« god seife be fe prophete Ezechiekr 
[141] 36 schpl remembre 30we of 30-ure weiesf & fei 
schol displesen 30we sofely i f Sinnes bien fe weies fat 
leden folk to heH f 

' [142] IF fe secunde cause pat auhte to make a man 
to haue disdeyne of sinne is pis f ^ pat as seipe seint 
Petre f Who so dope sinne is praH of ^ sinne * IF And 
sinne puttep a man in grete praldomef [143] And pere 
for seipe pe pr(9phete Ezechielef I. went sorweful in 
disdeine of my selfe f IT Certes wele ouht a man 
to haue disdeine of syniie & wip-drawe him fro pat 
praldome & velanie f [144] And lo whatte seipe Seneca 
in pis matieref pouhe .1. wiste pat god 
neypere man ne scholde neiier knowe itf Jit 
wolde .1. haue disdeine for to do sinne. [145] II The 
same Seneca, seipe .1. am borne to gretter pinges 
pan to be praft to me bodye. [. . . , , no gap 
in MS. • . . .] [146] More a pralle may no man ne 
womman make of his bodi pan 3iue his body 
to sinne f [147] A were it pe foulest cherle or pe 
foulest womman pat leuep & leste of value ^ite is he 
chaunged & moste foule & more in seruitutef [148] Euer 
fro . pe hiere degre pat a man fallep pe more he is 
pratt f .And more vnto god & to p® werlde vile & abomin- 
able! [149] IF good god wele ouht men haue disdeyne 
of sinne f sepen pat poruhB sinne pere he was fre 
now is he maked bonde [150] % And pere for seipe seinte 
A-Ustine. If pou haue disdeine of pi seruant if he 
n gilte or synne f Haue pou pan disdeine pat pou 
pi self scholdest do synne f [151] Take rewarde of pine 
value pat Jjou iie be to foule to pine value ne to p' self 
{152] IF. Alas wele ouhten pei pan to be 
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seriiant & fraH: to siniie & sore biene' ascHamed 
of liem selff [153] fat god of his enles goodenessd 
ha]) sette hem in hihe astate or 3enen hem wif strenkejj 
of body. hele beaute. prospentef [154] ^ 
bonht hem fro de]j with his hert blodef fat 
fei so vnkindely a3eiiies his gentillesse whiten him so. 
velenslye to slauhter .of here owen sowles [155] ^ O. 
goode god. 30 wemmen fat bien of so grete beautef 
remembref 30we of fe prouerbe of Salomon, he seife; 
[156] A faire womman fat is a fole of hir bodyf 
is Hke to a ringe of golde fat weref in f e groyne of a sowe 
[157] ^ ^o^ ri^t as a sowe wrotef in euerj ordure f Sd 
wrotef sche hir beaute in stinkeinge ordur of sinne * . 
[158] IT The fred cause fat ouht to meue a maa«. 
to contricione is f ® drede of f e daie of dome & of f e 
orribles peynes of hell for as seint lerom seife. 
Att euery time fat me remembref of fe daie of dome .T.: 
quake f [160] For whan .1. ete or drink or do what so .1.. 
do euer semef me fat fe trompe sounef in myne eref 
[161] Bisef vpe fat bien dede & commef to fe 
lugement [162] of godf If Muche ouht iche man to 
drede suche a lugement fere as we scholne bue aH 
as seif seif e seint Poule Be forne f e strete of oure lorde ihesu. 
crist. [163] Where as 3e schal maake a general co?2- 
gregacio?^nf Wher as noman mai be absent! [164] For 
certes fere ne availef none assoyene ne excusacion f. 
[165] And not onely fat oure f antes, schal bu; 
luged f bot eke fat al oure werkes schal openli. 
beknowef [166] And as seif e seint Bernarde. There ne 
schal no pledynge availe ne no sleiht f we scholne 3euen; 
Eekenynge of euery Idel worde [167] If There schal we haue; 
a luge, fat male nouht be deceyned ne corruppte f And whi. 
for al oure f ouhtes biene discouerde as to him V. 
ne for preier ne for meede he. wil iiot be . corrupte f 1 
[168] And ferefor seife Salomon, fe wraffe of god wol 
nou3t bue corrupte f And f erf or seif Salomon, f The jvreche; 
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of god ne wil nouht spare no wight for praier ne for jeft f And 
'pere fore att J)e dale of dome fere is none hope to escape f 
[169] wherefore as seife Anselme ^ Fiil grete 
anguysche ^SchoLie J?e sinful folke have att fat timef 
[i 70] IF j)ere schal be f e steren & f ® wrof e luge f site ahoue f 
And vnder him fe orrible putte of heii open to de- 
strey him fat mot be knowe his [. . . wo gap in the MS.] 
sinnes openly be schewde be forne god & be for 
euery creature f [171] And one fe left side mo deueles 
fan hert maie fink for to haryef & to drawe 
fe sinful sowles to fe peine of heUf [172] and w^t7i 
inne f e hertes of folke schal be f e byteinge conscience f 
And wif oute forf schal be fe werld al berneynge 
[^73] ^ Wheder schal fan fe wriched sinful soule fiee 
to hide hime.. Certes he maie nou3t hide hi?7^ i he most 
com forfe & schewe him [174] For certes as seif 
seint lerom. The erfe schal cast him oute of himf 
& fe see also & f^ eyre also fat schal be ful of 
fonder clappes & lyhtnyngesf [175] Kowe sofely 
who so wil remembre of f is f inges J. gesse 
fat his sinnes schal nouht turne him into delitef bote to grete 
sorwe for drede of peyne of helif [176] And fere 
for seif lob to god f IF Suffur lorde fat .1. maie a while be 
waile & wepe ar .1. go f & wepe withe outen retorneinge to f e 
derke lande. couered with f® derkenesse of defe [177] 
to f® londe of Misese & of derkenesse where as is 
schadowe of defef where as is none ofer or- 
dinance hot grisly drede fat euer schal last [178] 
IT lo here may ^e seen fat lob preide respite a while 
to be-wepe & weile his trespas. For sofely dale of 
Kespite is better fan al f e tresoure of f is werlde. [i 79] IT And 
for alsomuche as a man ruai aquite him self bef orne god 
be penitence in f is werlde & nouht be tresoe^r f fere fore 
scholde he preye to god to ^eue him respite a while to 
be wepen & be weilen his trespas f [180] ffor certes al 
f e sorwe fat a man myht make fro f e begynynge 

LANSDOWNE 614 (6-T, 600) [Meaf 232, back] 



«IX-TEXT 601. 

GROUP I. § 2. parson's talk tansdowne MS. 615 

of Jje werld is bot a luytel finge. att fe regarde of J?e sorwe 
of hen [i8i] ^ The cause wM pat lob calle]) heH 
pe londe of derknessef [182] vnderstonde]) Jat lie 
clepej) it pe londe of erpe for it is stable & neuer scbal 
faile dereknesse f ffor he pat is in hell hape defaute of 
liht inaterialf [183] ffor certes pe derk liht ])at schal 
come oute of pe fire pat euer schal berne schal torne 
him al to peine pat is in hell f ffor it schewep him to pe 
©rrible deueles pat him torme^zt. [184] Conerd wip 
pe derkenesse of depe [..♦.♦ « 



[185] ........ 

no gap in the MS.] bien pe sinnes f pat pe wrecched man 
hape dof Whiche pat distourben him to see pe face 
of godf riht a derke cloude be twex vs & pe 
Sonne f [186] londe of mysesef because pat pere bue 
pre manere of defautes a3eynes. pre pingesf pat folke 
in p2s werlde haue in pis present liff pat is to seief 
Honours, delices. & Eiches. [187] IF A3eines honour 
haue pei in hell schame f & co?zfusione f [188] ffor wele 30 
weten pat men clepen honour pe reuerence pat men 
don to manf Bot in heH is none honour ne reuerencef 
ffor certes no more reuerence schal be do to a 
kinge pan to a knaue f [189] ^ For whiche go[d] seipe be 
pe prophet leremye. Thilke folke pat me dispisen schal 
bue in dispite [190] ^ Honour is eke cleped grete lod- 
schipe f Thare schal no wight seruen opere bot of harme & 
torment f Honowr is eke cleped grete dignite & hihe* 
nesse bot in hel schal pei be al for-troden of deuelsf 
[191] As god ^ seipe f Orrible deuels schal comen & 
gone vpon pe heuedes of dampned folkf And piB 
is for also muche. pe hiher pat pei were in pis present 
iiff pe more schal pei buen abated & defouled in 
heHf [192] ^ A3eine pe riches of pis world schal 
pe haue mysese 'of pouertef And pis pouert schal be 
foure pinges. [193] in defaute of tresowr of whiche 
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dauid seijje fe riche folke pat enbrasen & coneten 
in aH herte fe tresoure of pis werlde f scliolne slepe in fe 
slepeinge of depe As no pinge schal pei finden in 
al hir tandes of hire tvesour [194] ^ And more onere pe 
Misese of heH schaH- ben in defaute of mete & 
drinkef [195] ffor god seip pus be moyses - Thei scliolne 
be wastede wip hunger & pe berdes of heH schal 
deuouren him wip bitter dep An pe gal of pe 

dragon [. , no gap in the MS.I 

hir morsel f [196] And ferper ouere hire 
mysese schal buen in defaute of clopeinge f for pei schal 
be nake in body as in clopinge f saue pe fire in whiche 
pei birnef & opere felpes [197] & naked schal 
pei Men in soule of al manere of vertuesf whiche pat 
is pe clopeinge of soule f // Wher hue pan pe gaie 
Eobes & pe soft schetes & pe smale schertes f [19B] 
Lo what seipe god of hem be pe prophet Ysaye f 
j»at vnder hem schal be strewed mouhtes f & here 
(jouertours schal be of pe wermes of heH. [199] And 
ferper ouere hire mysese schalbe in defaute of 
frendesf For he is nou3t pouer pat hape goode frendes 
bott pere is no frende f [200] ffor neypere god ne 
creature schali be frende to hemf And euery of hem 
schal haten opere wip dedeli hate f [201] pe son?^es of 
pe douhtern schal rebellen a3eines fader & moder 
& kinrede a3eines kinredef & chiden and dispisen 
xche of hem opere hope daie & nyght i % As god seipe 
be pe prophete Mechias [202] And pe loueynge childerii 
pat whilom loued so fleschely eueryche opere wolden 
.eueryche of hem eten opere if pei myht f [203] ffor ho we 
sehold pei Ipuen hem to geder in pe peine of hett whan pei 
hatedeneuerycheof hemopereEyperin pe prosperite of pis lif 
[204] IF For truste wele here fleschely loue was dedely hate 
^s seipe pe prophete dauid, IT Wo so pat louep wikked- 
nesse f he hatep his soule f [205] And who pat hate]) 
his owen soule f certes he may loue none oper wight 
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in no niane?'ef [206] And ferfor in heli is 
no frenschippe Bot euer J?e more fflessly kinred 
fat buen in liellf fe more curseinge & fe more chide- 
inge J)e more dedely hate Ipere is ymonge hem f 
[207] And ferfere ouere fei scholen haue defaut of al 
manere delices f For whi fe delites bene fe Appetites 
of fe five wittesf as sihtf hereyngef Saaereingef Smel- 
ingef & toucheinge f [208] Bot in heli here siht schal be 
ful of derknesse & smoke i & ful of 
teres f And here hereinge ful of waymentynge & of , 
grontinge of te]?e As seij? ihesu. crist. [209] Her nose- 
prelles schal be ful of stinkinge stinke f And as seijje 
ysayas fe prophete. Here Saue?*einge schal be ful of bitter 
galH [210] And toucheinge of hire body couerd 
■wip fire, fat neuer schal be quenched f mid. wip wormes 
fat neuer schaH di3en. As god seide be J?o moufe of 
Isaye • [211] And for alsomuche as fei schol not wene 
fat fei mei deyen for peyne. & be hire def flie fro 
peyne i fat niaie vnder-stonde be f e worde of lobe f 
fat seif fere ^ as is f e schado w of def e f [212] Certes 
a schadowe haf e likenesse of f e finge of whiche it is 
.schadow f Bot f e schadowe is nouht f e same finge of whiche 
it is schadowe [213] Eiht so faref fe peyne of heilf It is 
like def e for f e angwysshe orrible And whie f ffor it 
peynef hem euere as f ouhe men schold dyen anone i Bot 
certes fei schol not deye [214] IT For as seife seint 
Gregorie to wrecched kaytifes schal be def e with owten 
def f And ende wif outen ende f And defaute with oute 
faileinge f [215] ffor here def schal alwey lyfe f And here 
ende schal euermore be ginne f And here defaute schal nouht 
faile [216] ^ And fere fore seif seint lohn fe 
Euaitngeliste - Thei schal folowen def & fei schal 
nouht finden him f And fei desiren to deye i And def 
schal flye fro hem f [217] And Eke lob seif f fat in hell 
is none order of Eeule f [218]^ And aH be it so fat god haf e 
created al finge in riht ordre & nofinge with 
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outen order f Bot al finges bene ordeyned & nom- 
bredf ^ete najjeles fei fat bue da??zpiied bien no 
finge in ordre ne holde no finge in ordre. [219] ffor fe 
erfe schal bere bem no fruyte. [220] !For as fe prophet 
seife dauiA ' God schal destruye fe fruyte of fe erfe as 
fro hemf ne water schal 3eue hem no moystur. ne 
fe eyer no refrissheinge f ne fire no lyhtf [221] For as 
seijje seint Basile f The birneinge of fe fire of. J>is 
werlde schal god gif in hell to hem fat bu dampnedf 
[222] Bot J?e liht & fe clerenesse. schal be 30uen in 
to heuen to his childernef Eiht as fe good man giffej) 
flesshe to his childerne and bones to his hondesf [223] 
And for fei schol haue none hope to escape seife 
lobe f Att fe laste f fat fere schold orroure & griselj drede 
dwel wif outen endef [224] Orrour is alwei drede 
of harme fat is to comme f And f is drede schal euer dweH 
in f e hertes of hem fat bu dampned ^ And for fat 
hauef fei lorne al here hope for vij. causes f [225] ffirst 
for god fat is hire luge schal bue wif outen mercj to 
hem. jN"e fei may not plese him ne none of his 
halowes ne fei male 3eue no finge for hire Raunsonf 
[226] 'Ne fei haue no voice to speke to himf ne fei 
maie not fii^e fro peine ne fei haue no goodenesse in 
hem fat fei maie schew to deliuer hem fro peine f 
[227] IT And ferefore seife Salomon fe wykked man 
deyef f And whan he is dede he schal haue no hope to 
ascape fro peyne [228] ^ Who so schame wiH wele vn- 
derstonde fes peynes & be finke him wele fat he 
haf e deserued f ilke peynes for his sinnes f Certes he 
schold haue more talent to sike & to wepef fan for 
to singen & to pleyf [229] IF For as self Salomon. 
"Who so fat hadde f e science for to knowe f f e peynes fat 
buen fat ystablisshed for sinnef he wold maake 
sorwef [230] f filke science as seife seinte Austine. 
Makef a man to weyment in his herte f 

[231] ^ ;fe ferfe point fat ouhte maake a man 
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liaue contricion is ]?e sorweful remembrance of Jpe 
goode fat lie haf lost to done here in erj?e f And 
eke good Jat lie haf lornef [232] Sofely fe goode 
werkes pat he ha]? loste f eyfere fei Men fe goode 
werkes fat he haj) wronht er he fell in to dedely sinne. 
or elles f e goode werkes Ipat he wroiiht while he laie 
in sinne. [233] Sofely fe gode werkes fat he dide 
beforne fat he feH in sinne bien al mortified & astoned f 
& dullede be f e oft sinynge [234] ^ f e tof er 
goode werke fat he wronht whiles he ley in 
sinne f f ei bien vtterly dede as to f e lif perdurable in 
heuen [235] IT fan felke goode werke fat bien 
1 mortified be oft sinynge f Whiche good werkes he dide 
whiles he was hi charite f ne mowen neuere quyken a3eine 
wMouten parfite penitence [236] And f erf ore seife god 
be f e monf e of ezechiel f That is f e rihtfulman re- 
torne a^eine from his rihtwisnesse & to worche wikked- 
nesse schal he leue [237] naye ffor al fe goode werkes 
fat haf wronht ne scholne neuer bue in remembrawnce f 
ffor he schal deye in sinne [238] ^ And ypon filke 
chapeter seif seint Gregorie fns fat we scholde vnder- ' 
stonde fis prmcipaly. [239] That whanne we do dedely 
sinne f it is for nonht fan to reherse or to drawe in to 
memorie fe good werkes fat we haue wronht beforne f 
[240] ^ For certes in f e worcheinge of dedely sinne f 
fere is no trnste to no good werke fat we han done to fore f 
fat is to seine As for to haue fere byef fe lif per- 
durable in heuen f [241] 

no gap in the MS.'\ whan we 

haue contn'cione f [242] Bott sof ely f e goode werkes fat 
men done whiles f ei bien in dedely synne f ffor as muche 
as f ei weren done in dedely sinne f ei may neuere whiken 
a3eine f [243] ffor certes f inge fat neuer hadde lif f may 
neuer qwykynef IF And nafelesf Albeit fat fei 
aveile nouht to haue f e lif perdurable f 3it aveilen 
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yei to a-brigge fe peyne of heH f or elles to geten 
temporel ricliessef [244] or elles J>at god wol fe 
rafer elumyne & lyhten fe liert of fe sinful- 
man, to have repentance f [245] And eke f ei aveilen 
to vsen a man to done goode werkes fat j?e fende 
liaue )je lesse powere of his sonle [246] ^ And Ipus fe 
curteise lorde ihesu crist wol fat no goode werke 
be lost f ffor in somwhat it schal availe [247] ^ Bot for also 
muche J?e goode werke fat men done whiles f ei 
]>ien in goode lif Men al mortified be sinne folowyngef 
^ And eke sef en fat al f e goode werkes [. . no gajp in MB?[ 
whiles fei bue in dedely sinne bien vtterly dede 
as for to hane f e lif perdurable f [248] wele may fat man 
fat no goode werke dof e singe f ilke newe fresshe songe f 
lay tout perduz moii temps & mon labour [249] IT For 
certes sinne bereuef a man goodnesse of nature f 
& eke fe goodnesse of grace f [250] IT For sofe 
f e grace of f e holy gost faref like fire fat may not 
bu ydel f ffor fire failef anone as it fo[r]lesef his worche- 

inge f [ no gaj) 

in the MS.I [251] So lesef fe sinfulman fe goodnesse 
of glorie fat only is behiht to good men fat labouren 
& wirkeri f [252] wele maie he bu sorie fan fat 
owef al his lif to god as longe as he leuef f haf e leued f And 
eke also longe as he schal leue f fat no goodenesse ne haf e 
to paye w^t^ his dett to god to whome he owef al his 
lif [253] ^ For trestef wele he schal 3eue acomptes as self 
sein Bernard, of al fe goodes fat haue bu 30uen him 
in fis present lif & howe he hafe hem dispended 
[254] nouht so muche fat fer schal nouht perische an here 
of his hede ne a moment of an houre ne schal nouht perische 
of his time fat he ne schal 3eue of it a rekenynge f 

[255] % fe fifte finge fat ouht meue a man to 
contn'ciown f is remembrance of f e passion fat oure lord 
ihesu crist suffred for oure sinnes f [256] ffor as seif 
seint Bernard. While fat .1. leue .1. schal haue remem- 
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T3rance of J?e traveyles fat oure lorde ihesM crist suffred in 
precheinge f [257] Ms werenesse in travaileinge f his tempt- 
acions whan he fasted f his longe wakeinges whan he 
praidef his teres whan pat he ^wepte for pyte of 
goode peplef [258] pe wor & ]je schame & pe 
filj3e J?at mem seiden to him oft f Jje fonle spitteingef 
pat men spitten on his facef of pe buffetes fat men 
;aue him f of fe foule moufes * & of f e re- 
prones fat m.Qn to him seydenf [259] of fe nayles 
■with f e whiche he was nailed to f e crose and of al f e 
remenant of his passion fat he suffred for my sinnes 
And nofinge for his gilte i [260] And ^e scholne vnder- 
stonde . fat i?i , ma?^ . sinne is euery , maner of , order 
of ordinance turned vp so donnef [261] ffor it is sofef 
fat god. & resoii & sensualite & fe body of manf 
buen so ordeined f fat euer yche of f is foure f inges 
schold haue lordschipe oner fat ofer [262] As fusf As fus 
God schold haue lordeschip ouer resonf & resoiie ouere 
sensualite f And sensualite ouere f e body of man f 
[263] Eut sofely whan man sinnef al f® order of 
ordenance is tz^rned vp so dounef [264] And fer fore 
fan for also muche as f e resoii of man wil nouht be 
subiette ne obeisant to god fat is lord be riht f fere 
for lesef he fe lordschip fat he scholde haue in 
sensualite f and eke ouere fe body of manf [265] And 
whie For sensualite rebellef a3ein resonf And 
fat waye lesef reson his lordschip oner sensualite 
Sz ouer fe bodyf [266] For riht as reson is rebelle to 
god f Eiht so is bof e sensualite rebel to reson. & 
f® man also! [267] IF And certes fis ordinance & 
fis rebellion oure lorde ihesu crist bouht vpon his 
preciouse body ful dere And herkenef in whiche wyse f 
[268] ffor as muche fan is reson rebel to godf fare 
fore is man worf i to haue sorwe i & to be dede f 
[269] fis suffurd oure lorde ihe^u for man after fat 
he had be bytrayede of his disciple And distreyned & 
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bounde so fat f e blode braste oute att eue/y nayle of Ms 
handes as seife seint Austine [270] IF And forfermore 
for as muche pat reson of man wil non3t daunte sey^su- 
alite whan it male f ferefore is inan worfi "to bane scbame f 
And pus suffred oure lorde ib^5u criste f for nla?^ f wban fei 
spitten in bis vesage // [271] And ferfere ou6're for as 
mucbe fan pat pe kaytif body of man/ is rebel 
bofe to resown / & sensualite f And perefore is it worfi fe 
dejje f [272] And pis suifurde oure lorde ihesu criste for man 
vpo?i pe croys where as pere was no party of his body 
fre witJi owten grete pyne & bitter passion f [273] 
And al fis suffred oure lorde ihe^u criste fat neuere for fete 

[■ 

no gap in the MS.] IT To mechel am .1. peyned for f e 
same finges fat .1. neuer deseruede Andtomucheldefouled 
for frendschipe fat man is worfi to hauef [274] And pere- 
fore male f e sinnful man wele saie. as seif e seint Bernard f 

Acursed be f e butternesse f [ 

no gap in the MS.] [275] ffor certes 

after f ® diuerse discordance of oure wikkednesse was f e pas- 
sion of oure lorde ihesu crisfce. yordeinede in diue?'se finges 
[276] as fusf ^ Certes sinnful mannes soule by-trasede 
of fe deuel be couetise of temperile prospmte and 
scorned be deceyte i Whan he chesef ffeschely delites ^ And 
9it is he tormented be impacience of aduersite f H And be- 
spette be seruage in subieccione of sinne f and att f e last it is 
sleyne fynaly f [277] ffor fis disordinance of sinnful man. 
was ihesu crist first betrayde f And after fat was he bounde 
;fat cam for to ^ for to vnbynde vs of sinne & of peyne f 
[278] fan was he bescorned fat only scholde be 
honoured in al finges be al finges. & of al finges f [279] 
^ Than was his fat ouht be desired to be seyne 
of al man kinde i In which e Angeles desiren to 
loken yilansly be-spittef [280] fan was he scowrged 
fat no f inge had gulte f & fynally fan was he 
crucified And sleyne [281] IT fan was he acompliced fe 
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wordes of Ysayef He was wounded for 
oure mesdedes & defouled be oure veleynyes i [282] 
liTowe sefen. fafc ihesu criste toke vpon him selfe pe 
peyne of al .oure wikkednesse f Muchel oulit sinful 
man be-wepe & be-weile pat for his sinne goddes sonne 
of heuen schold al pis peine endure [283] IT The sext 
pinge pat ouht to meue a man to contricione is pe hope 
of. pe pre pingesf pat is to seine for3euenesse f 
And pe 3eft of grace wele for to do f And pe glory of 
heuen . with pe. whiche god schal guerdon man for his 
goode dedesf [284] IF And for as muche as ihesu cristf 
^ifep vs pis ^eftes of his largesse and of his souereyne 
bountef per for is he cleped Ihesus nazarenus rex 
indeoYum i [285] Ihesus ys to seyne saueowr or sal- 
uation on whome men scholne hope to haue for3euenesse of 
sinnes whiche pat is properly saluacione of synnesf 
[286] And perfor seide pe Angel to Joseph f pou 
clepest his name ihesus pat schal saue his peple of her 
sinnes f [287] And here of seip seinte Peter, f There nys 
none opere name vnde heuen pat is ^oue to any man 

hot only [ no gap in the MS.] Ihesus [288] 

nazarenus. Whiche is as moche to seine As florischeinge in 
whiche a man schal hope f pat he pat 3euep him remissiown 
of sinnes f schal ^eu also him grace wele to do f If For 
in pe floure is fe hope of fruyte in tyme cominge And in 
for^efnesse of sinnes hope of grace wele to do f [289] IF .1. 
was att pe dore of pine herte seip ihesus and cleped for to 
entre IF He pat openep to me schal haue for-^euenesse of 
sinne f [290] I. wil entre in to him be my grace And 
soupe with him be pe good werkes pat he schal donef 
whiche werkes bene pe foode of god f & he schal soupe 
wip mef be pe gret loy pat schal be ^oue to himf [291] 
Thus man hope for his werkes of pena?zce 
god scholde ^eue him his regne as he behotep him in pe 
gospel f 

[292] IF I^owe schal man vnderstonde in whiche 
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manere schal be his contricionf .1. say pat it schal 
louQ vniiiersale & totale i Jjis is to sei a man schal be 
Terrey repentant for al Ms sinnes pat be baj> done in 
delite of bis J?oubt f for delite is ful perilous f [293] ffor per 
Men tuo manors of consentynges i pat one of bem is 
cleped co?2sentynge of affeccioz^ne wban a man is meved 
to do synne & delitep Mm longe for to pinke on 
pat sinnef [294] He bape reson pat perteynep wele pat 
it is sinne a3eines pe lawe of god f [ 

i no gap in the MS.] Al poube 

bis reson ne consent no3t to do pe sinne in dedef 
[295] 3ut seine somme docto^^rs pat sacbe delite pat 
dwellep longe is ful perilouse i al be it neuer so lite f 
[296] And also a man scbolde sorwe for al pat f 
pat euer be bap desired a3eines pe lawe of ^god -with 
perbte cpnsentinge of resoi^n i ffor Ipere of is no doutfe 
pat it ne is dedely sinne f In pe consentynge [297] [. . , 

, . , . no gap 

in the MS.] Sz; in to pe dede f [298] wbere for .1. seye pat 
many men ne repenten bem neuere of sucbe poubtes & 
delices ne neuer scbreuen bem of ' it bot onely of pe 
dede of grete sinnes vtwarde. [299] wbere for .y. saye 
pat sucbe wikked delites & wikked poubtes bien 
subtile begilloz^rs of bem pat scbolne be dampnedf [300] 
More oue?'e man oubt to sorwen For bis wikked 
wordes f as for bis wikked dedes IT For certes 
pe repentance of a singuler sinne and noubte repent of al 
bis opere sinnes f or elles repent Mm of al bis 
opere sinnes f & not of singulere sinne jnaye noubt 
aveile [301] IF For certes almybti god f is al goode. And 
perfor be for-3euep aHf or elles ribt noubt f [302] 
Andbere of seipe seint Augustine. I. wote certeinly [303] pat 
god is enmy to euery sinner f And bowe pan be 
pat obseruep synne scbal be baue for^euenesse of pe 
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renienant of his ofere sinnes f E'ay f [304] ^ And forfere 

ouer. contncion scliolde be wonndes sorwfulf And Ang- 

nisschous f and ferfor ^euelp him god pleynly his 

mercy And ferfor whan Mi sonle was anguysshous 

'with in me .1. had reme??2hrance of god fat 

my preyer myht com to him [305] ^ ForJ?ere oue^'e 

contrzcion must be continnelf and pat men haiie sted- 

fast pi^rpos to schriue him f & for to amend hi?7^ of . 

his lif [306] IF for sofely whiles contncion lastef man 

maie haue hope of for^efnesse f And of Jiis come J) 

hate of sinne fat destruye]? sinne bofe in him selfe 

and eke in ofe^^e folke as his powei^f [307] ffor whiche No*a bene de q 

seife dauid f ^q pat lonen god hatep wikkednesse f For ^^ ^"^°^ 

trnstu}? wele to lone godf is. for to loue pat he louep 

& hate pat he hatepe 

[308] ^ The last pinge fat men schal vnderstond 
is pisf where of availef contncion f I. saie 
pat sumtim contr2,'cion deliaerp a man fro sinne 
[309] of whiche pat dauid seipe f I. saie qiiod dauid 
pat is to saie I purposed firmly to schryue me And 
pou lorde relesed my sinne f [310] ^ And riht so 
as contricion ne veilep nou3t ■with oute sadd pwrpos of 

serif te [ no gap in the MS.] 

or satisfaccione wiponte cont?^^cione [311] IT And 
more contricion distreyep pe pnson of hell 
& makep waykef And feblep pe strengepes of pe 
deneles f And restori]? pe 3ift of pe holy goste f And 
of al vertues [312] & interclensep pe sonle of 
sinne f Ande delinerep pe sonle fro pe peyne of hell 
& fro pe compaignie of p® deuel ' And fro pe seruage 
of synne IF And restorep to al goodes espiritueles in 
to pe compaignie co?7zmnnyonn of holy kirke [313] 
.^ And forpe?'e ouerei it makep him pat was whilom 
son of Ire. to be pe son of grace f And al pis pinges 
he ]preuep be holy writtef [314] And perefor he pat 
wolde . sett his entent to pese pinges he war ful 
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wisef ffor sofe he scholde nouht fan in al his lif 
to haue corage to sinne IT Bot fan his body & al his herte 
to fe seruise of ihesu. criste f And fere of done him 
homoge [315] ^ ffor certes onre swete lorde ihesu criste 
haf spare vs so debonerly in onre folyesf fat if he ne 
hadd pite of mawnes sonle a sori songe miht we al 
singe f Explicit -prima pars penitewcie 
Incipit secunda pars, eiusdem. 



[316] [Meaf286. MS. repeais ^—^ And-none^ 

The secunde parte , of penitence f is confession 
fat is signe of contncionef [317] l^ow scholne je 
vnder-stande f what is confessiownf And ^And whefer 
it ouhte nedes to be or none f ^ And whiche 
f inges bene couenable f to verrey confession f 

[318] ^ ffirst schalt fou vnderstonde f at confessiown is 
verreye scheweinge of sinnes to fe prestef [319] fis is to 
seye verralyf fat he mote confessen him of aH fe 
condicions fat be-longen to his sinne as ferforf as he 
canf [320] Al mote be saide & nofinge excused f ne 
hidde ne awrapped And nouht aua^^nt him of his goode 
werkes [321] IF And forfere oueve it is necessarie to vnder- 
stande whense fat sinnes sprmgenf and howe fei 
encresen f And whiche fere biene 

[322] of spn'ngeinge of sinnes f As seife seint Poule 
on fis wise IF ))at rihte .as be a man sinne entred first 
in to fis werlde & f oruht fat sinne deyede f Eiht so 
filke defe entref in to al men fat sinneden' [323] 
And fis man was Adam be whome fat sinne entred into 
f is werlde whan fat he brakke f e co7?^mandement of god 
[324] IF And fere fore he fat first was so myhti fat he 
scholde not haue deied be-cam suche one fat him must 
nedes deie f whefer he wolde or none f & al his progenie 
fat is in fis werlde fat in filke manere synnen [325] IF Loke 
fat in fe state of innocence whan Adam & Eue 
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nakede weren in paradise f And nofinge schame ne liadden 
of here nakednesse. [326] How fat J?e serpent fat was 
most wyly of al ofere bestes fat god liad maked 
seide to fe womman ^ Commaunded god to 3owe 
30 schold nou3t of euerj tre in paradise [327] The 
womman ansewardf Of fe fruyte quod sche of fe trees 
in paradyse we feden vs hot sof ely of f e fruyte of f e 
tre fat is in f e myddel of paradise f God for-bede vs 
for ete ne for to touche it lest ■para.u&n.tour we schold 
deyenf [328] f® serpent seid to fe womman ISTay 
nay f 30 schol nou3t deye of def e f for sof e god wote fat 
what dale 3e eten fereof 30ure ey3en schal open 
And 3e scholne hue as goddes knowynge goode & harme f 
[329] The womman sawhe fat f® tre was good 
to fedeinge & faire to fe y3e & delitable to fe 
sihte Sche toke of f^ fruyte of fe tree & ete, of itf And 
3af it to hir husbonde & he ete i And anone f e, ey3en of 
hem bofe opened f [330] And when fat fei knewe 
fat fei woven naked f fe sowde of fige leues in manere 
of breches to hiden hir' membres f [331] ^ Here maye 30 
see fat dedely siniie haf furst suggestion of fe 
fendef As schewef here be Hadderf And afterward 
fe delite of f® flesche as schewef e here by Euaf And 
after fat fe consentinge of fe i&soun as schewef be 
adamf [332] For. trustef wele fouhe so were fat fe 
fende tempted onef fat is to sale fe flesshe And fe 
flesshe hadde delite in fe beaute of fe fruyte defended f 
3ite certes til fat resownf fat is to seief Adam consen- 
tynge to f e eteynge of f e fruyte fat stode hihe in f ® state 
of Innocence [333] IF Of filke Adam toke we filke 
sinne of originale for of him flesshely discended bu we all f 
and engenderd of vile & corrupte matierf [334] And 
whan f e soule is put in oure bodye riht anone is con- 
tracte originale sinne f And fat was erst bot onely 
peyne of concupiscence is afterewarde bofe peyne & 
sinne t [335] And ferefor be we al yborne somies of 
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wraj)® f And of dampnacion perdurable f if it nere Baptisme 
fat we receyuen f whicli be-nymmef vs fe culpe f Bot for 
sofe fe peyne duelle]? w^t7i ys as fe te??2pta^cioiie f Whiche 
peine hiht concupiscence [336] And ]?^s concupiscence 
whan it is wrongfully disposed, or ordeinte in nianf it 
niakef him coueyten fe couetise of flesshly sinne 
be siht of his ey3enf As to erfely finges ^ And 
eke couetise of hihenesse Be ipridQ of hert i/ 

[337] ^o'w as for to speke of fe firste couetise 
fat is concupiscence after fe lawe of owre membres 
fat weren lawfulli maked and be rihtful lugge- 
nient of god [s^S] .1. saie for alsomuche fat man is nouhte 
obeissant to god fat is lorde IT ~ fare for is flesshe to 
him disobeisant f oruhe concupiscence f [ 

[339] 

. . . . no gap in the MS.'\ It is i??zpossible bot he be 
distempe?'ed sum time and noyde in his flesshe to sinne 
[340] And f is f inge male nouht faile f as longe as fat leuef i 
It male wele wex feble & feile be vertu of Baptime 
& be f e grace of god f oruhe penitence f [341] Bot 
fully schal it neuere quenchef fat he ne schal som 
time be meued. in himself f Bot he were al refreyned be 
sekenesse or be malafice of sorcerye or colde drinkes i 
[342] ^ For whatte seif seinte poule f The flesshe couetif e 
a3eine fe spiritef And fe spirite a3eine fe flesche. fei 
bien so contrarie f & so striuen fat a man mai nou^t 
done alwei as he wolde f [343] The same seif e seinte Poule ' 
After his grete penance in water & in land i In water 
be nyht & be daye in grete perile And in grete peine 
in lande f & in famyne & in f urst f in colde & in clof es want- 
ynge f And ones stormed almoste to f e def e f [344] 3itte seid 
he Alas .1. keytif man who schal deliuer me fro f e pr^son ; 
of my caitif bodyf [345] *0" And seint lerom wha7i he 
longe time had woned in deserte f Where as lie hadd no 
co??2paignie bot bestes f Where as he hadde 
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no mete bot erbes f & water to bis drink i ne no bedde 
bot pe naked erjjef For wbicbe bis flessbe was blac as an 
Etbiopen for bete & nybe destruyed for coldef [346] 
3ete seyde be fe birneynge of lycberi boyled in al 
bis body [347] ^ Wbere-for .1. wote wele sekurly fat fei 
bu desceyuede fat seine fat f ei ne bien non3t tempted in 
ber bodyf [348] wittenesse of seint lame fe Appostle 
fat seif e fat euerj wbibte is tempted in bis owen con- 
cupiscence f fat is to seye fat euerycbe of vs baf e matier 
& occasion to be tempted of fe norissbeinge of sinne 
fat is in bis bodye [349] ^ And f erfore seif seinte lobii 
in f e ewaungeliste f If fat we seine fat we be wif outen 
sinne we deceyuen oureself & treuf e is noubt in vs f 

[350] IF JSTowe scboln ^e vnderstonde in wbat manere 
sinne waxef & encresef in manf Tbe first 
finge is filke noriscbeinge of sinne of wbicbe .1. spak 
be forne filke concupiscence f [351] And after 
fat commelp f® suggestione of fe deuelf fis is to seie 
fe deueles belye f e wbicbe be blowef in man f e fire 
of concupiscence [352] ^ And after fat a man be- 
finkef bim wbefere be wil do or none filk finge 
to wbicbe be is tempted f [353] And fan if fat a 
man wif-stande and weife fe firste entiseinge of bis 
flessbe and of of e fende i fan is it no sinne f And if 
so be fat be do not so fan felef be anone a flamme 
of delite f [354] and fan it is goode to be ware & to kepe 
bim wele f or elles be wil fall anone in to consentynge of 
sinne f And ^fan wil be do it if be maye baue time 
& space f [355] And of fis matier seif Moyses be 
f e deuel in fis manere f Tbe fende fende seif e .1. wil 
cbace & pztrsewe f e man be wikked suggestiones f 
and .1. wil bente bim be moveinge or stereinge of 
sinne ^ And .1. wiH departe my prise or my preye be de- 
liberacion & my lust scbal bue complised in delice f 
I. wil drawe my swerde in consen tinge f [356] IT For certes 
ribt as as a swerde departef a finge in two peces f Eibt 
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so consentinge departej? god fro man. ^ And fan 
wil .1. sle him wzt/?. myne lionde in dej»e of sinnef fus 
seij?e fe fende. [357] For certes fan is a man al 
dede in sonle f And f us is sinne complised by tempt- 
acion be delite & be consentyngef And fan is 
sinne cleped f a ^ uiiiel f p ana for actu] 

[358] ^ For sof e sinne is in two maners f eyf ere 
it is veniale sinne or dedely sinne Sof e wban men lovef 
any creature more fan ihesu criste oure creatowr fan 
is it dedely sinne i And venial sinne is if man loue 
ihesu crist lesse fan bim oubt f [359] The dede for sof e 
of fis venial sinne is ful perilous. Por it amenusef 
fe loue fat men scbold baue to god more & more f 
[360] ^ And f erf or if a man cbarge more bim self wif sucbe 
mony venial sinnes certes bot if it so be fat be sum 
tym discbarge bim be scbriftf fei male ful 
libtly amenuse in bim al f e loue fat be baf to ilciesM 
criste f [361] And in fis scippefe venial in to dedely 
sinne U For certes f e more fat a man cbargef bis soule 
wif venial sinnes f f e more is be enclined to fal in 
dedely sinne f [362] And f erf ore lat vs not be necligent to 
discbarge vs of veniale sinnes f ifor f e prouerbe self e f 
fat mony a smale makef a gretef [363] An berken 
fis ensample f A grete wawe of f e see commef sum time 
wif so grete a violence f fat it drencbef fe scbippe 
'^Exempium ^ And fe Same barme done som tim fe smale dropes 
of water f fat entref forube a luytel creuyse in to fe 
furroke & in to f e botbom of f e scbippe if men bu so 
necligent f fat men ne discbarge bem noubt be time f 
[364] And f erf ore al foube fere bue difference betuex 
f es tuo causes of drencbeinge f Algate f e scbipe is 
dreintef [365] Eibt so faref it somtyme of dedely 
sinne f <fe of anoyous venials sinnes wban fei 
multiplie in a man so gretely f fat f ilke werldly f inges 
fat forube wbicbe He sinnef venyaly f ys as 
grete in bis berte as fe loue of god or more [366] 
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-^ And fere-for J?e loue of eue?y J>inge J»at is not be-sette in 
gode f ne done prmcipale for goddes sake f Al Jjouhe a man 
loue it lasse fan godf ^it is it venial sinne f [367] And 
dedely sinne whan J>e loue of any finge weyefe 
in ]je hert of a man as muche as fe loue of god ore^ 
more [368] ^ more dedely sinne As sei]? seinte Austine f 
is whan man turnej? his herte fro god whiche Jjat is 
verrey souereyne bounte fat mai nouht chaunge f & 
3iveJ> 2 his herte to a finge fat mai chaunge & fiitte f 
[369] And certes fat is euery f inge saue onely god of heuene f 
Por sofe is if fat a man 3iuef his loue whiche fat 
he owefe al to god. -with al his herte vnto a creature f 
Certes as muche of loue as he 3eueth to whiche 
creature so muche bereuef fro godf [370] And \er 
for dof e he sinne f Eor he fat is dettowr to god ne 
3eldef nou3 al his dette to god fat his to seye al fe 
loue of his herte 

[371] H 1:^0 we sef fat a man vnderstandef generaly. 
Whyche is venyale sinne Than is it couenable to tellen of 
special sinnes whiche fat a man peraduenture ne 
demef hem nouht sinnes ne schriuef hem nouht of fe 
same f inges And 3it naf eles f ei bue sinnes f 
[372] U As clerkes write?* sofly fis is to seye 
fat euery time fat a man etef or drinkef more fan 
sufficef to f e sustinance of his body f in certeine he dof e 
sinn [373] And eke whane he spekef more fan 
it nede f it is sinne f Eke whan he herkenef nouht 
mekely f e compleinte of f e pore i [374] eke whan 
he is in hele of body & wol nouht fast whan of ere men 
fast wif outen cause resonable f Eke whenne he slepef 
more fan him nedef f or whan he commef be f ilk encheson 
late to cherche or to of ere werkes of charitef [375] 
Eke whan he vsef his wif wif oute souereine desire 
of engendrure to f e honowr of god f or for f entent 
to 3elde to his wif fe dette of his bodyf [376] Eke 
whan he wil not vesete f e soke f or prisoners whan he maie \ 
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eke if he lone wif or childe or any werldly 
finge more fan reson require]? f Eke if he flater or 
blandische more Jjan him onht for any necessite i 
[377] Eke if he amennse]? or wifdrawej) fe almos of 
fe pore f Eke if he apparele]? his mete mor 
dehcionly fan nede is or ete it to hastely be lykurns- 
nesse f [378] eke if he tel vanitees att fe cherche or 
in goddes seruise f or fat he be a talker of ydel wordes 
of Eolye or of velanye f ffor he schal 3elde acomptes of 
it att fe daie of domef [379] Eke whan he behetef 
or assuref to done finges fat he may not performef 
Eke whan fat be lyhtenesse of foly mysvsef 
or scornef his neyhboure [380] Eke whan he hafe any 
suspecione of finge fere he ne wote of it no sofe- 
fastnessef [381] Thes finge & mo wif owten nombre 
buen sinnes as seif seinte Austine 

[382] H jNTow schol3e vnderstonde fat albeit so 
fat none erfely man maye eschewe al veniale sinnes f ^it 
maie he refreyne him be fe birneinge loue fat he 
hafe to oure lorde ihesu criste f And be preyers & be confession 
& of ere good werkes f so fat it schal bot litel greue f 
[383] ffor as seif e seint austyne f If a man lof god 
in suche manere fat al fat euere he dof e is in f e 
loue of god or for fe loue of god verreylyf for he 
birnef in fe loue of godf [384] Loke ho we muche fat 
a drope of water fallef in a fornayce & fol of fire 
anoyef or greuefef so muche a vernal 
sinne is vnto a man fat is parfite in fe loue of iliesu 
cristf [385] U Men maye also refreine vernal sinne f 
be fe receyueinge of fe preciouse body of 
ihesu cristf [3^^] be receyueinge eke of holy water f 
be almusdede/ be general confession of fe confiteor 
att f e masse f Att complyne f & be blissinge of 
bysschopes & be p?'estes & by of er good werkes f 
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De .7. peccads mortalibws^ 

De Superbia. ifromthesidej 

[387] 

i"'«L "VOWe is it be-houely fioges to tellen ■wHclie buen. 



N 



ye .vij. de[d]ly sinne f J?at is to sey chaytifnesse 
of sinnes Bot al J»ei renne in Coles f Bot in 
diuerse manere nowe bue pei cleped kaytifsf 
for alsomuche as pe bn chef & springen of al 
of^re sinnes [3SS] of fe rote of pes frisynnes.f 

[ ?io gap in the MS.] ffor if 

J?is rote springen certeyne brauncbes as ire envie 
accidie, or sleufe. auarice f or couetise f to coniiine 
vnder-stondeinge Glotony. & lycbery f [389] And 
euerycbe of Jjese cbeue sinnes ha]? bis brauncbes & bis 
finges as scbal be declared in bere cbapeter foloweynge i 

lOfthe Twigs of Pride.'] 

[390] And foube so be Jat noman can teH vtterly 
fe nomebre of fe pinges & of fe barmes fat come]) of 
pnde. 3it wil .1. scbewe a party of hem as 30 scbol vnder- 
stondel [391] H There is. Inobedience f Auatmteinge f 
Jpocrisye Despite. Arrogance. Impudence. Swelinge 
.of hert f Insolence. Elacione f [....... . 

. . no gap in the M8.] Pertenacie f Veinglorie f And 
many a nofer finge. ]?at f L kan noubt declare ^ = [392] Ino- 
bedience is he ]?at disobeye]) for despite to fe commaunde- 
ment of god and to his souereygnes & to his gostly 
fadere [393] IT Auanto2^r is he fat bostef of J?e harme 
or of fe bounte pat he haf donel [394] Ypocrise is 
he pat hide]) him to schewe him sncbe as he is f & 
schewe]) him snche .as he notisi [395] ^ Dispitous 
is he fat haf disdeine of his neyhboz^rs f fat is to 
seine of his enencristenf or hafe despite to do fat 
him ouhte to do f [396] U Arrogant, is he fat finkef 
fat he hafe f ilke bountes in him fat he hafe noubt f or 
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wene]) fat lie scholde bane hem be bis desire f Or 
elles fat be demej? fat be be ])at be nys note [397] H Im- 
pudent is be fat for bis pn'de baf e no scbame for bis 
sinnet [398] Swelli^zge of bert is be wban a man 
reioysef bim of barme fat be baf donef [399] Inso- 
le?2t is be fat despisef in bis luggement al ofere 
folke as to regard e of bis value f & of bis comuneinge. & of 
bis spekeingef And of bis bereinge. [400] H Elacione is wban 
fat be maie neyf er suffiir to baue Maister ne felawe f [401] 
U Impacient is bef fat wil noubt bue ytaubt ne vnder- 
nome of bis vice f & be strif werref troufe witinglyf 
& mayntenef bis folyef [402] U Contumace is be fat 
forube bis indignac^n is a3eines euerycbe auctorite or 
pouer of bem fat bien bis souereignes [403] If Pre- 
sumpcion is be wban a man takef an empn'se fat 
bim oubt not to do f or elles be maie it not do f & fat 
is called Surquidre f H Irreuerence is wban men do noubt 
bonouref fere as bem oubte to dof An waytef to be 
Eeuerensetf [404] fl Pertinacy wban a man defendef 
bis folye And truste to mucbe to bis owen wittef=[4o5] 
veyne glorie is for to baue pompe & delite in 
temporile ricbessef & glorifief bem in worldly 
estates i [406] langelynge f is wban a man spekef e to 
mucbe to for folke An clappef e as a mullen & takef no 
kepe wbat be seif e i 

[407] And 3ite is fere a pnue spice of pnde fat 
waytef furst to be balowed or be be salute al bue be 
lesse worf e fan f e tof ere is pe^'aduenture f And eke 
waitef or desirefe to site or to go aboue bim in 
fe weief or kisse pax or bue encensed or go to 
of&?inge to for bis neybboure [408] U And sucbe [ . . . 

, ^. .... no gap in the MS,] a proude desii;e to be 
magnified f & honoured be for f e peple i 

[409] .11 !N"owe bene fere tuo maners ^of pride fat 
on of bem is wifinne fe berte of man! And fat 

LANSDOWNE 634 (6-T. 620) P leaf 288, back] 



SIX-TEXT 621 

GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Lansdowne MS. 635 

ojjer is -with owtef [410] Of wMclie so]?ely pe for- 
seide finges & mo fan .1. haiie seide apartment to 
pride i Jpat is in fe hert of man f U And fer to o]?ere spices 
of pnde biien wif oute [411] Bot Najjelesse one 
of Y spices of pruyde is signe of pat operef Eiht 
as fe gay leuesal att tauerners is signe of pe wyne 
Jjat is in pe selerf [412] And pis is in mony pinges 
as in speche & in countenances f and in outrageous araye of 
clopeingef [413] ffor Certes if it nadde "be no sinne 
in clopeinge i Crist wold noulit so sone liaue noted & spoke 
of pe clopeinge i of pilke riche man in pe gospeH [414] H And 
as seipe seint Gregorie t pat precious elope is cou- 
pable for pe derpe of itf And for Ms sopenesse & 
for Ms strangenessef & for his disgisinessef and for pe super- 
fluitef Or for pe ino[r]dinance scantnesse f [. . • [415] 



no gap in the MS."] 

[416] U As to pe firste sinne pat is in swjpe?*fluyte of 
clopeinge wliiche pat makep it so dere to harme of pe 
pele [417] p^t onely pe cost of enbrowdeinge f 
pe degise endentinge or barringe owndeynge paleinge 
or bendeingef And sembla wast of clopeinge 
hi vanite [418] U Bot per is also costlewe furringe in 
Lire gounes f so mucbe pounseinge of cheseles to make 
boles f so mucbel dagynge off scberes [419] forpe, wipe 
pe superfluyte in lenkep of pe forsaid gownesf tray- 
lein in pe donge & in p® myre on hors & eke on 
fote as wele of man as of womman f pat al pilke 
trayleinge is verraly as in effecte wasted & consumed f prede 
bare & roten wip donge f raper pan it is 30uen to 
pe pouerf to grete damage of pe forseide pouer folkef 
[420] & pat in sondre wyse H pis is to seie po 
more pat elope is wasted f pe more mot it cost to 
pe peple for pe scarsenesse [421] And f forpere ouer. 
if it so be pat pei wolde ^eue suche pounsed & 
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dagged clofeinge to fe pore folke it is noulit conuement 
to were for her astate f ne sufficeant to bete her necessite f 
to kepe hem fro J?e desperacione of y colde firmament f 
[422] H On pat olpere side to speke of fe 
disordinate scantnesse of clopinge f as bien J?is ' cntted 
sloppes or hanslynes pat Jjornh her schortnesse ne 
conern not pe schamful membres of a man to wykked 
entente f [423] Alas sum of hem f somme of hem shewen pe 
schappe & pe boce of pe orrible swollen membres pat semep 
ylyke to pe maladye of hyrnya in pe wrappeinge of her hoses f 
[424] And eke pe buttokkes of hem f pat farep as it war 
pe hinder parte of a sche ape in pe ful of pe monef 
[425] And more oner pe wreched swolne membres 
pat pei schewe poruhe disgiseinge in departinge of 
her hoses white & rede semep pat halue him scham- 
ful pmie membres f weren fleynef [426] And so be pat 
pei ' departen her hoses in opere colours as is white 
& blak f or white & blewe f or blakke & rede f & so 
forpe [427] ^ pan ne semep it as be varia^ice of colour 
pa halfe pe partie of his prme membres been corrupte 
be pe fire of seint Antonye f or be Cancre or be suche olperQ 
meschaunces [428] H ^it of pe hinder parte of her 
buttokes f it is ful orrible for to see f ffor certes in pat 
partie of hir bodye per as pei purgen her stinkinge 
ordure [429] pat foule partie schewe pei prou^dely to pe peple 
in despite of honestef Whiche honeste pat 
ihu criste & his frendes obserued to schew in his 
iyf. [430] U E"ow as to owtrageous araye of wemmerif 
God woote pouhe pe visages of hem semen 
ful chaste & debonayre. ^it notifien pei. in here araye of 
atyre likerousnesse & pruyde [431] H I say not pat 
lioneste in clopeinge of manf & womman is vncouen- 
able Bot certes pe superfiuyte or pe disordinance scantid 
of clopeinge is reproueable' [432] Also pe sinne of 
a-ornement or appareile as in pinges pat appartenen 
to Eideinge f As in to mony delicate horses pat be holden 
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for delitef fat fei bien so faire fatte & costlewef [433] 
And also mony a viciouse knave ymayntende be 
cause of hem f And in to corious harneyse f as in sadels in 
cropreres. peytrellesf & bridelles couerd wif precious 
clojje , &^ riche Barres f & plates of gold. & of 
siluereJ [434] ^or whicbe god seipe by Sacarie- pe 
prophet f I. wil confonnde fe riders of sucbe horses f 
[435] This folke taken litel rewardeinge of ]?e rideinge of 

goddes soTzne of heuen and of his barneys [ 

no gap in the MS."] bt)t 

clojjes of his pouere disciples ^N'e we rede nou3t 
fat euer he rode on ofere bestef [436] I speke pus 
of pe sinne of superfluytef And nouht for pe resonable 
honestef whan reson it requirep f [437] ^ And forper 
ouere Certes przde is gretly notified in holdeinge of grete 
meigne f when pei bien of luytel prc>fite or riht of no profite f 
[438] And namely whan pat mene3e is felenous & damage- 
ous to pe people by hardynesse of hihe lordeschippe f or be 
way of office [439] H For certes suche lordesf fullen 
pan her lorschipe to pe deuel of hellf whan pe 
susteigne pe wykkednesse of here men3e ; [440] Or elles 
whan pis folke of lowe degref as pilke pat holden 
hosteleries f And pat is in mony maner of folk^ pat susteyne 
peft for hire ostelers f And pat is in mony maner of disceytes : 
[441] pilke maner of folke bien pe flyes pat folowen 
p® hony. Or elle pe hundes pat pat folowen pe Careynef 
Whichefor-seide folke stranglenspm;^elye her lordschippesJ 
[442] ffor whiche pus seip dauid pe prophettef Wikked 
dep mot comme on pilke lordeschipes f And god 3eue pat 
pei mote descende adoune in to belief ffor in hire 
houses bien iniquitees f And schrewnessis & not god 
of heuen f [443] And certes bot if pei done amende- 
ment f Eiht so as god 3af his blissinge to pharao be p[e 
s]eruice of lacob f And to laban be pe seruice of Joseph i 
Riht so god wol 3eue his malison to suche lordeschips 
And to susteine pe wikkednesse of her seruantes f but pei 
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comme [444] proudly to fe table and apperej 
eke ful oft f ffor certes riche men bu cleped to festes 
and pouere folke bien putte aweief -And rebuked [445] 
in excesse of diuerse metes & drinkes f And namely 

suche maner of Baken metes [ 

. • . . no gap in the MS.] & 

of semblable waste so fat it is abusion for to finke f [446] 
And eke of grete preciousenesse of vessel! f & curiosite 
of mynstralcie f By j>e wbiclie a man is stered J?e more to 
delices of luxurie f [447] If so be fat be sette bis berte 
fe lasse on oure lorde ihesu cristef certeyne it is a 
sinnef And certeynly fe delices mybt be so grete 
in fe case fat men mybt lybtly fa by bem in-to 
dedely sinne f [448] ^ The espices fat sourden of pruyde f 
sof ely wban ^ f ei sourden of malice ymagenyd and avised 
and af orne cast i Or elles of vsage bien dedely sinnes it is 
no doute [449] & wban fei sourden be frelte vn- 
avised sodanly & sodanly wif-drawe a3eine al be 
fei greuous sinnes .1. gesse fat fei bu noubt 
dedelye f [450] H INowe migbt men ax where-of fat pnde 
sourdef and springeff And .1. sum time it 
spri'ngef of goodes of JSTaturef And somme time of 
f e goodes of fortune And sum tim of f e goodes of 
grace f [451] Certes fe godes of nature standen 
in f e goodes of bodye or goodes of soule f [452] 
Certes goodes of body bene bele of bodye ^^- 
strenkef i diliuernesse f beaute f genterye f ffra^^ncbises f 
[453] Godes of ligature of fe soule bien goode wif 
scbarp vndestandinge subtile engyne f vertue natureli. goode 
memorief [454] U Goode of fortune bien ricbessef 
bibe degrees of lordescbippes H Preyseinges of f e peple [455] 
Goodes of grace biene sciences powers to suffur 
spyrituele f traveyle benyngnites f vertuous contemplacione 
w^t^stondinge of temptacionef And semblable fingesf 
[456] of wbicbe forseide goodes certes it is a ful grete 
folye a man to pnde bim in any of bem aH [457] 
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II !N"owe as for to speke of goodes of nature f god wote fat 
sum tyme we haue hem in nature f Als muche to oure 
damage as to oure profitef [458] As for to speke of 
ihle of bodyf Certes it passet ful lyhtlyef And eke it 
is jful ofte enclieson of fe sekenesse of fe soulef ffor 
id woote fe flesche is a ful grete enmy to fe soulef 
d Jjerfore Jje more fat A body is holef fe more 
b^ we in peril to falle f [459] Eke for to pride him in 
lp& strenke}) of his bodie f it is xin hyhe foly f For certes 
J>e I flesche coueytej? ajeine fe spirit f And ay Jje more 
strbnge fe flesche is f fe sorier male fe soule be f 
[4^0] and onerQ al fis strenkej) of bodyf ad werldly 
hardinesse cause]) oft mony men to perile & 
meschauncef [461] Eke for to pride him of his 
gentire f ys ful grete foly f ffor oftentime fe genterye of fe 

soule f and [ no gap in the MS.] eke we 

bene al of fader and al of moderf And al we be 
of o nature roten & corrupte riche & poref 
[462] ffor sofe a mane?'e a maner of gentirie is for to preyse 
pat apparele]) mannes corage wi]j vertuse of moralites 
& makep him cristes childef [463] For trustepe wele pat 
ouere what man pat sinne hape maystre he is verrey 
cherle to synne 

[464] IKIsTowe bien pere general pinges of gentillesse. 
as eschewynge of vices f or rebaudry & seruage of 
sinne. In worde in werke & contenance. [465] and 
vsinge vertue Curtasye & clennesse & to be 
liberal pat is to seie large be mesure f for pilke pat 
passe mesure is foly & synne [466] ^ Anoper is 
to remembre him of bounte pat he of ope folke hape 
receyuede f [467] Anopere is to be benygne of . his 
sugettet Where foref as seip senec per is no pinge more 
couenable to a man of hihe astate pan debonarte 
& seite f [468] IT And per f 01 [,.,,,. no gap in 
the MS.] bees whan pey chese hem a kingef pei chesen 
him pat hap no pinge wippe to stingef [469] 
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Anojjere is a man to haue a noble Herte & a diligent to 
att eigne to Mhe vertuous fingesf [470^ see after 474 a7id 
Hengwrt and Petworth MSS. - . , 

. . . . . no gajp in the 10.] 

[471] Certes also who Jat pn'de]) liim in ]?e goodes of 
fortune he is a ful grete foole i fPor sometyme is a man a 
f ul grete lorde be jie morwe f fat is a wreche & a keyiif 
aritbe nyht.i [472] [Andsu7?2tyme fe [. ,...,. 
. . . . • no gap in Reg, 18, G, 2] delytes of a man 
ben cause of f e greuous maladye J)oru3 wliiche he deyefth 
[473] Certes fe Comendacion) of pe peple is su^- 
tyme ful fals & ful brutel for to triste / pis day Jjby 
preise to morn ^ pey blame // [474] God woot desire to 
haue comendacion eke of peple hath caused deth to 
many a besy man // [^^470] ISTow certes 
a man to pruyde hym in godes of grace / is eke an 
outragous folye // for pilke ^yftes of grace fat schulde 
haue turned hym to goodnesse & to medecyne turnyth 
hym to venym & to confusion) as saip seint gregorie j 
£475] I^ow sethins fat so is fat 30 haue 
ynderstanden what is pruyde and whiche ben f e spices of 
hit & weines pnde sourdeth and sj^ringef 
[1 a leaf cut out of Lansd. MS.; here supplied from Reg. 18, C. 2, on Z/249, hk.2 

[The. Remedy against Pride,~} 
[476], JJ^ow schul 30 vndirstonde whiche is f e remedy e 
a3ayns pruyde & fat is humylite or 
meknesse [477] fat" is vertu furgh whiche a man 
hath verray knowelache of hym self* And haldeth of hym 
self no pr/s / ne deyntee as in regarde of his desertis 
considerynge ener his freelte / [478] ]N"ow ben fere iij 
maners of humylyte / As humylyte in herte anofer 
[. . . no gap in the MS^ in mouth f e iij is in werkes / 
[479] fe humylyte in herte is in 4 maners fat 
on is when a man holdeth hym self as nou3t worth 
by forn) god of heuene / Anof er is whenne he dispiseth 
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non ofer man // [480] fe fridde is whence lie 
rekkej) not ]jorw3 men holde hym nou^t wortli // fe 
iiij is -whenriQ he nys not sory of hys hnmilyaaon [481] 
Also fe hnmylyte of moutli is in 4 finges // In 
atemprure speclie & in humble of speche And 
whenne he by-houyth wif his owen mouth J3at he is 
suche as hym fenkijj J>at he is in his herte Anofer 
is whenne he preisi}? fe bounte of anofer man / And 
noJ?ing» Jjerof amenusijj [482] humylyte // Eke in 
■werk* is in 4 maners / f e firste is whenne he puttij? 
ofer men biforn hym / The secu?zde is to chese fe 
loweste place ouer aH / The iij is gladly tp assente 
to good counsel / [483] The 4 is gladly to 
stande to reward of Souerayn or of hym Ipat is heier 
in degre Certeyn jj^'s is a gret werke of humylyte ., . 



Inuidia. 

[484] 

After pruyde wol y speke of f e foule synne of Enuye 
whiche fat is as by fe worde of Je philozofre 
Sorwe of ojper ma?znes prosperite and aitir fe 
word? of Seint Austyn Hit is sorwe of ojjere men?zes 
wele And ioye of o])er mannes harme // [485] fis 
fotile syn?ze is platly a3ayn fe holy gost Al be hit so 
])at euerj synne is a3ayn fe holy goste // ^et 
for asmoche as bounte appertyneth properly to ]?e 

holy gost [. . . . .^ « , . 

no gap in the MS.] 

[486] ^ !N"ow haj) malice 2 spices J»at is to seye 
hardnesse of herte And wickednesse or elles Jje flesch of 
a man is so blynde fat he concidere]? not fat he is in 
synne [..,..... no gap in the MS.] whiche 
is fe hardnesse of fe deuel // [487] That other 
1 spice of Enuye is whenne fat a man werreth trouthe 
when fat he woot fat hit is trowthe And eke when 
fat he werreieth f e grace of fat god hath ^oue to his 
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neighbore & al jjis is by Enuye [488] Certes 
Jjenne is Enuye fe worste synne J?at is // ffor sootMy 
alle ofer synnes ben somtyme a3ayn o special 
vertu [489] U But certez Enuye is a3ayns alle vertues 
& of alle goodnesses // ffor bit is sory of alle 
bountes of neighebore and in ])is manere bit is 
dyuers from alle ofer synnes // {490] ffor wel vnnetbis 
is j)er any synne fat bit ne batb som delyte in bym self" 
safe only enuye fat euer batb in bym self* anguyscb and 
sorwe [491] U Tbe spices of enuye ben fese per is 
first sorwe of oper me?znes goodnes and of ber pros- 
perite [, . . no gap in the MSJ] is kyndly matere of ioye 
fenne is enuye a synne a3ayns kynde // [492] Tbe 
.2® spice is ioye of ofer me?2nes - barme 

[ • 

. • . . no gap in the MS,"] [493] Of f is 2! spice cometb 
bakbytywg [ • . . > no gap in the MSJ] or detraccion) 
batb tweyn spices as Jjus / Som men preisif bis 
neigbboure by a wicked entent [494] for be makef 
alwey a wicked knotte at fe laste ende alwey be 
make]? a butte at fe laste ende U fat is digne & more 
blame fen worf is alle fe plesynge // [495] Tbe 2® 
spice is fat if a man be good & dootb & saitb a 
fing to good entent / f e bacbyter wol tume alle f e 
goodnesse vp so doun to bis scbrewed entent / [496] 
^ fe .3®. is to amenuse fe bountee of bis ney3- 
bore / [497] fe 4 . spice of bakbytyng* is fis 
fat if men speke goodnesse of a man . wol f e 
bacbyter sayn parfay sucbe a man 3et is bettere fen be 
in dispreisynge of bym fat men preise / [498] fe 
5. spice is for to cowsente gladly berkne 
f e barme fat men spekie of oper folk* fis 
synne is ful gret and ay encresit after f e wicked 
entent of f e bacbyter [499] H After bakbytynge comef 
gruccbynge oj: mormurau?^ce / and somtyme bit spryngef 
of inpacyence a3ayns god and somtyme a3ayns man // 
REG. 1$, c. 2 (for Lansdowne 642) (6-T. 628) 
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[500] A3ayns [god] it is whenne a man gmccllif a3ayn 

fe payne of helle or a3ayiis pouert or losse of Cateii 

or a3ayn reyne or tempest or elles gruccliej) fat schrewes 

lian prosperite or elles pat good men lian ad- 

uc?'syte [501] and alle ])ese pinges scliulde men sufpre 

paciently for pey comyn by pe ri3tful Ingement & 

ordinauTzce of god // [502] Somtyme cometli grucchynge of 

auarice as ludas grucchyd a3ayns pe magdelen wlien 

sche ennoynted pe heued of oure lord ihesu Crist wip liere 

preciouse oignement [503] ^ ]5is manure of mormure is suche 

as wlien men grucchen of goodnesse & pat men selue 

doon Or pat oper folk" doou of her owen ^ CateH [504] 

Somtyme comytS mwrmur of pruyde as when Symon 

pe Pharisee grucchid a3ayns Magdaleyn when 

sche approched to ihesu. crist and wepte at his fete for her 

synnes / [505] And somtyme h^t sourdeth of 

Enuye when men discoueren a man^zes harome pat was 

prynce or berith him an hand? ping pat is fals [506] 

^ Mxiimur is eke offce amange semauntz pat grucched 

when her soueraignes bidden hem to doon leefful pinges / 

[507] And for asmoche as pey dar no3t openly wipsaye 

pe cowmaundementes of her soueraigne 3et woln pey saye 

harm & grucche & m.urin.ur pryuyly for verrey 

dispyte // [508] wiche wordes men clepe pe deuels 

pater nostei pou3 so be pat pe deueli had 

nener pater nostev but pat folke 3euen hit suche 

a name // [509] Somtyme hit comep of yre or 

of pryue hate pat norischeth ranconr in herte / as afterwar(J 

I schal declare / [510] penne comep eke bitternesse of* 

herte purgh wiche bitternesse euery good dede of his 

neighbore semep to hym bitter and vnsauery / [511] 

Then comep discorde 2] ^ pat vnbyndep almaner [2 Beg. is, c 2, 

of frindeschepe f pat commep scorenynge of [ . . * . 251, ends\ 

no gap in the MS.] his neyhe- ^g^^gf ^j^^/ 

bore al do he neuer so wele f [512] pan commep 2403 
accuseinge f as whan a man sekep occasione to anoyen his 
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neylibouref Whiche ]?at is like fe crafte of ]?e deuelf 
fat wayte]^ boj) day & nyht to accusen vs ali f 
[513] ^ f^^ commej) malignite forwlie whiche a ma 
anoyej) his neihbowr prmely. if he maie f [514] And if he 
nouht ne may.algates his wikked wil ne schal not wante i 
as for to birne his house prmely or openly f or slene 
his bestees i & semblable finges f 

[The Remedy against Envy,] 

[5i5]1I !N"owewil .1. speke of fe remedy e a3eines fis foule 
sinne of Envie f ffirst is fe loue of god 
pnncipal & loueinge of him selfe & of his neyhbo^^r. ffor 
so]?ely J)e tone maie not be witJiouteii J?e 
tofere. [516] And truste]) wele J»at in }?e name of fi 
neyhboure fou schalt vnderstande J?e name of J?i 
hm]>ere ffor certes al we haue fader ffleschely & o 
moderf j>a.t is to seye Adam & Euef & eke fader 
spirituele fat is to seie god of heuenf [517] fine 
neyhbowr ert f ou holden for to loue & wilne him al 
godenessef And ferefor seife god loue fine neyhbowr as 
fi selff fat is to saluacion bof to lyue & to 
soulef [518] And more ouere fou schal loue him in 
worde & benygne ammonesscheynge f And chastiseinge f 
And comfort him in his anoyes f And praye for him wif 
al fine herte f [519] And in dede fou schalt loue him 
in suche wise fat fou schalte done to him in charitef 
As fou woldest were done to fine owen persone f 
[520] And f erf ore fou schalte note done him no damage 
in wykked worde ne harme in his body ne in his catel 
ne in his soule be entiseinge of wykked ensample. [521] 
fou schalt nouht desire his wyf ne none of his f inges f 
vnderstande eke f fat in f e name of f i neyhbowr is com- 
prehended his enmye [522] U Certes a man schal loue his 
enemye for fe commandementz of godf And sofely- fi 
frende schalt fou loue in godf [523] I. sei fin 
ennemye schalt fou loue for goddes saake by his commande- 
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mentf ffor if it were'reson. fat man scliolde hate his 
ennemyef for sof god wol not receyue ys to his loue 
pat Men his enemy es [524] a3eines fre manere of of 
wronges f pat his Ennemy dope to him f He schal do pre 
pinges f As pusf [525] A3eines hate & rankonr of hertf 
He schal loue him in Herte a3eine chideinge & wikkede' 
wordes. he schal praie for his Ennemy. H A3eines pe wikked 
dede of his ennemye he schal done him bounte f [526] U For 
Crist seipe i louep 3oure enemy s And preiep for hem 
pat spekep 3owe harme /./ And eke for hem pat 30we chasen f 
& pursewen f And dope bounte to hem pat 30we haten f 
=Lo pus commandep vs oure lorde ihesu criste to do 
to oure enemyesf [527] For sopely nature driues vs 
to loue oure frendes. And parfey oure enemys haue 
more nede to loue pan oure frendes f And pei pat 
mor nede hadf to hem schal men do goode- 
nesse [528] ^ And certes in pilke dede haue pe reme?72- 
hrance of pe loue of ihesu criste pat deyed for his 
eTznemysf [529] U And in almuche pat pilke loue is pe 
more to performef So muche, is more 
pe gre merit f And perefore pe loueinge of oure 
Enmi f Hap confounde pe venime of pe deuyH 5 
[530] ffor rih as pe deuel is dis^comfite be humilite 
Eiht so is he woundede to to pe depe be pe loue of oure 
Enmyef [531] Certes pan is loue pe medecyne pat 
cachep oute pe venym of Envye Fro ma?znes herte [532] 
IT pe spices of pis pas scholne bue more largely in here 
chapetles folowynge f 

- de Ira [from the margin] 
[S33\ 

After Ennevie wil .1. declare pe sinne of Ire f For 
sopely who pat hape envy vpon his neyhbowrf 
anone comunly he wil finde him matier of 
wreppe in worde or in dede a3eines him to whome 
he hap envief [534] and as wele comep Ire of pnde 
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as of envie i for so]?ely he fat is proude or envious f 
is lylitly wroje 

[535] ^ J^is sinne of ire after fe discriueinge of 
seinte Austin© f Is wikked wiH to bue avengede be 
worde or by dedef [536] H Ire after fe Philosofre. Is 
f e feruen* blode of man. ywMked in bis bert forwhe 
wbicbe be wil barme to bim fat be bateff [537] ^ I'or 
certes pe bert of man be encbanfeinge & moueinge of 
bis blode waxef so trouble fat be is out of al 
luggement of Eesonf [538] Bot je scbal vnderstonde 
fat Ire is in two manersf fat on of bem is goode & 
fat of ere is wikked [539] H Tbe good Ire is be 
lelowsy of goodnesse f orube f e wbicbe a man is wrof e 
-with wikkednesse & a3eines wykkednessef And fere 
fore seif e f e wise man f fat ire is bett fan pleye f [540] 
fis ire is wif debonartef Ant it is wrofe wif 
outen bitternesse noubt wrbfe a3eines fe man bot 
wrofe wif fe mysdede of fe man as seife fe pro- 
pbet dauid f Irascimini & nolite peccare [541] U I^^owe 
vnderstonde fat wykked yre i& in tuo maners f 
fat is to seine sodeine Ire wife outen 
avisement & consentinge of bis reson f [542] f e meneynge 
& f e sense of fis f is fat f ® reson of a man con- 
sentef noubt to filke sodeine Iref & fan is venial f 
[543] ^ Anofere lire is ful wikked fat comef of 
velany of bert avised & cast before wif wikked will 
to do vengeance f And f erto bis Eesown consentef i And 
so sofely fis is dedely synnef [544] Tbis Ire is so dis- 
plesant to god fat it troublef bis bous & cbasef e f e 
holy gost oute of mannes soule f [ 

« . . . no gap in the MS.] [545] & put in bim f e lik- 
nes of f e deuel f & be-nymmef f e man fro god fat 
is ribtful lorde [546] IT Tbis ire is a ful grete 
plesance to f e deuel ; ffor it is f ® deuel forneys 
fat is ycbaufed with fe fire of bell [547] ffor certes 
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as fuyre is more myhtye to distroye erfely 
finges f^n anojjare Element f Eilit so is ire myhty to 
destreye al sprituel Jjingesf [548], Loke liowe pat 
fuyre of smale gledys pat bien almost dede vnder asshen 
wyH qwyken a3eiiie whan pei whan pei bue touched y^ith 
brimstone f Kiht so Ire wiH qwykene a3eine 
whan it is touched be pruide pat is couerde in 
ma^znes hertef [549] ffor certes fire may not comme 
out of nopinge bot if were first in pe same pinge 
naturellyf As. fire is drawen oute of flintes wip stele 5 
[550] And riht so aspnde isoften matireof Iref Eiht soisEan- 
cour norische & kepere of pe wrappe in pe mannes hert f [551] 
II Ther* is a manere tree as seip seint Isodere f pat whan men 
makep fire of pilke tre And couerep pe coles of it wip 
asshen i Sopely pe fire of it wil lasten al a 3ere or more f 
[552] And riht so farep it of Eankouref Whan he is 
ones conseyued in pe hert of sinne man f Certeyne it wil 
last paraduenture ^.Frome one Hester day Tnto anopere 
esterdaie or moref [553] Bot certes pilke man 
is fer fro pe mercy of god al pilke while 

[554] in pis forsaide deuels forneys where 
forgen .thre schrewes f Pride pat al blowpe & encresep 
pe fire be chideinge & wykked wordesf [555] pan 
standep envye & holdep pe hote yren vpon pe hertes 
of man wip a peire of longe tonges of longe Eankoure f 
[556] And pan stant pe sinne of contumely or 
strif & chest f & baterep & forgep be veleynes 
reproueynges ' [557] H Certes pis cursed sinne anoyep 
hope pe man him self & eke to his neyhbowrf 
For sopely almost al pe harme pat any man 
dope to his neyhbowrf cowmep of wrapf [558]^ For 
certes outrageus wrappe dope al pat euer pe 
deuel him commandep 5 for he ne sparep neypere 
crist ne his swete moderf [559] And in his out* 
rageous Anger & Ire Alas Alas ful mony one 
felep in pat time ful wikkedly 
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^ Bofe of cnste & of al Ms halowesf [560] is 

nouht Jis aciirsed vice [..... 

. . . , . . . . no gap in the MS.] liis delbonaire 

lif espirituel pat schold kepen Ms soulef [561] 
^ Certesit beriiymnie]) eke goddes dieu lord scMppef & 
pat is mannes soule & ,pe loue of Ms neyboresf 
^ It striuep eke al day a3eiiies trowpe i it reuep Mm to 
quiete of Ms herte f And subuertep Ms soule f 

[562] fl Of. Ire commep pes stinkinge engenderoures f 
ffirst hate pat is olde wrappel discordef poruhe wMcbe 
a man for-sakep Ms olde frende pat lie bap loued ful 
longef [563] And pan commep werref And euery 
maner of wronge pat man dop to Ms neybebowr in 
body or in Catelf [564] Of pis cursed sinne of Ire 
commep manslawbterf And vnder stondep wele pat 
Omycide pat is man slaubter is in diuerse wysef Somme 
manure of Omicide is spirituelf & somme is bodelyf [565] 
Spirituel ma?2neslaubtere is in vj pingesf ffirst be 
bate as seipe seinte lohnf pat be pat hatep bis broper 
Ms Omycide f [566] wMcbe is be bakbiteingef 01 
wMcbe bakbyters seip Salomon f pat pei baue tuo 
swerdes wippe wMcbe pei slene bere neybebo2irs H For 
sopely also wikked it is to be-nyme bime bis goode name aa 
Ms Hf f [567] 51 Homicide is eke in ^eueinge of wikked 
counsel by fraude as for to 3eue counsel to areyse 
wrongefully custumes & talliages [568] of wMcbe seipe 
Salomon f Lyon Koreinge f Bere bungrye bien like to 
crewel lordscMppes in wip-baldinge or abrugeinge of pe 
scMpe or pe Mre of wages f [.......... . 

, . . no gap in the MS.] Of pe almos of pe pouer folke f 
[569] ffor wMcbe pe wiseman seipe f Fedep Mm pat 
almost deyep for bungerf ffor sopely bot pou feede Mm 
p6>u sleste Mmf And all pes bien dedely sinnesf [570] 
Bodely manslaubter is wban slest Mm -with pi 
tunge H In o^evQ manere as wban pou co^nmandest to 
sle a man or elles 3euest Mm cowwsell to slene a 
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man. [571] H Manslauhtere in dede is in .iiij. manersf 
J)at on is be lawef Eiht as a lustice dampnejj 
liim fat is conpable to fe defef hot latte fe lustice 
"be warre fat lie do it rihtfully f And fat he do it not' 
for delite to spil blode bot for kepeinge of rihtwis- 
nessef [572] ^ Anofere homycide is done for 
necessite f as whan a niaTzne slef e anof ere in his defendant f 
And fat he ne maye none of ere wise eschape fromme his 
owen def f [573] Bot certeynly if he maie eskape wi^'t^- 
outen slauhter of his aduersarye & slef him 
he dof sinne' & he schal here penance as for dedely 
sinnef [574] Eke if a man be cas or adiientwre schete 
an arwe or cast a stone i with f e whiche he slef e a man 
it is homycide. [575] Eke if a womman be necligence 
ouerelyfe hir childe in slepei?^ge. ^itt is homicide & 
dedely sinnef [576] Eke whan a man distroublef f e con- 
cepcion of a childe or makef a womman barayne 
be drinkeinge of venemous herbes f oruhe whiche sche may 
nouht conceyuef or slefe a childe be drinkesf or 
elles puttef inne certein material finges in hire secre 
places to sle fe childe [577] or elles dofe vnkinde 
sinne be whiche man or womman schedif his nature 
in manere or in place fere as a childe maie nouht be con- 
ceyued i or elles if a womman haf e co?iceyued & hurtef 
her seK & sleef e here childe i 3it is it homycide i 
[578] Whatte seye we eke of wemmen fat mordren 
her childern f for drede of werldly schame certes an hor- 
rible homycide f [579] Homycide is eke if a ma?2ne aprochef 
to a womma?z be desire be desire of lychery f be f e whiche f e 
child is pe?ischedf or elles smytef a womman wityngly 
f oruhe whiche sche lesef his childe f Al f es ben homy- 
cidesf and dedely orrible sinnesf [580] IT 3utte commef f ere of 
Ire mony mo sinnes i as wele in worde as in f ouhte f and 
in dedef as he fat arettef vppo?^ god or blamef god 
of finge of whiche he is him selfe giltyf or displesef 
god & al his halowes as done fes cursed hasadours 
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171 diuerse centres f [581] J»is cnrsed sinne done feif 
when fei felen in hei^ hert ful wikkedly of god & 
his halowes. [582] U Also whan fei treten vnrenerently 
})® sacrament of ])® auter U filke sinnes bien. so grete 
'Jjat vnnejj fei maie be relest f bot fat fe mercye - of 
god passe]) his werkes it is so grete & so 
benignef [583] U fan comef of Ire attrye augur I 
whan a man scharpely amonesched in his sehrift for to 
lete sinne f [584] fan wil he hangry And 
ansewere hokerlye & angerly f or defende & excuse 
his sinne be vnstedfastnesse of his jieschef or elles he 
dide it for to holde compaignye with wyse felawesf Or 
elles he seife fe fende entised himef [585] or elles he 
(iide it for his 30ufe or elles his complexion is so 
corageous fat he mai nouht for here f or elles it is his 
destanye as he seife vnto a certeine agef or elles f he 
seife it commef him of gentilles of his auncestres 
and semblable finges [586] U AH fese maner of folke 
so wrappen hem in her sinnes fat f ei ne wol nouht 
deliueren he selff ffore sofely no fat excusef 
him wilfully f of his sinne f may not be deliuered of his 
sinne til fat he mekely be-knowef his sinne. [587] 
U After fat co7?^mef swereinge fat is expresse 
a3eines f e commandeme?2t of god And fis befallef oft 
of anger & of ire f [588] God seife f fou schalt nouht 
take f e name of fine lorde god in veyne ne in ydel. Also 
cure lorde ihesxi seif be fe worde of seint Mathewe 
[....... wo gap in the MS,] [589] ^N'e wil 36 

nouht swere in al manere ITeyfere be 
heuen for it is goddes throne. Ke by erf e for it is fe 
bynche of his feete ISTe by iheiusalem f For it is f e Cite of 
a grete kynge f ne be fin hede f for fou maist nou3t 
maake an her white ne blake f [590] Bot seife be 3oure 
30. 3e. & nay. naye f And what fat is more 
it is yuel. f us seife criste f [591] ffor cristes saake ne sweref 
nouht so sinfully in dismembringe of criste by soule. 
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hert. bones. & bodyf ffor certes it semef J>at ^e 
fenke]) pat p® cursed lewes dismembred him ii03t, 
ynowbef [. . * no gap in the MS.'\ bot 3e dismembren 
him more^ [5 9 2] ^ -^iid if so be pat pe la we com- 
pel! 30W to sweref pan rewlep 3owe after pe lawe of. 
god in 3oiire swereinge as seipe leremye in y iiij. capitle. 

[ 720 gap in the MS.'\ pou 

schalt kepe pre condicionsf pou schalt ^swerein troupe, 
in dome & in rihtwisnesse f [593] pis to seine 
pou schalt swere sope f for euery leseinge is .a3eines crist. 
For crist is verray troupe f And penke wele pis pat 
euery grete swerer nouht co?npelled lawfully to swero; 
pe wounde schal not departe fro his house whiles he 
vsep suche vnleful swereinge f [594] I1I pou schalt swere 
eke in dome whan pou art constreynede by pi domes- 
man to wittnese pe trewpef [595] Eke pou schalt 
nouht swere for envye , ne for f auor ne for mede 
bot for rihtwisnesse for declareinge to 
worschipe of godf & to helpeinge of pine euen 
cristenf [59^] -^^^ perfore eueryman pat 
takep goddes name in ydel or falsely swerep wip 
his moupe or elles takep on him pe name of criste 
to be called a cristenmanf And leuep a3eines cristes 
leueynge & his techeinge al pei take goddes name 
in ydel [597] ^ Loke eke whate seipe seint Peter 
Actimm .iiij^°. Non est aliud nomen sub celof pere 
is non opere name seip seint Peter vnder heuenf 
y3ouen to men in whiche pei muste be saued f pat is , to 
seye bot in pe name of ihesu criste [598] U Tak kepe eke 
how pat pe precious name of ihesu criste as seip seinte Poule 
ad Philipenses f xij°. c°. In nomiiiQ ihesu f &c. pat in pe 
name of ihesu euery kne of heuenly creatures or 
ei^pely or of heH scholde bo wen f ffor it is so hihe 
& so worschipfuH pat pe cursed fende in heH scholde 
tremblen to here it nemenedf// [599] pan 
semep it pat men pat sweren so orrible by his 
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blissed name fat fei dispisen it more boldely f 
pan diden f® cursed lewesf or elles J)e deuel pat 
tremble]? wban he here]? his name f 

[6oo] ^ow certez sepen pat swereynge bot it be do 
al lawfully f is so holy defendede meche wers is 
forswereinge falsly f And jutte nedeles 

[6oi] what seie we eke of heme [. . no gap in MB.'\ 
in swereinge & holde it a genterye or a manly dede to 
swere grete opes f ^ and of hem pat of verrei 
vsage. ne cesen nouht to swere grete opesf al pe cause 
nouht worpe a strawe f Certes pis is an orrible sinne f [602] 
Swerynge sodanly wip oute avisement is eke a 
sinne f [603] H ^owe late vs go' to pilke orrible & cursed 
sweringe of adiuracione & comuracione as done pese fals en- 
chawntowrs & nygromansoures i In basins ful of water or 
in a briht swerde in a serkle f or in a fire or in a scholder- 
bone of a schepef [604] I. kanne not seine bot pat pei 
done corsedly & dampnably a3eines criste & al pe 
feipe of holy chir chirche f= 

[605] what seye we be hem pat leuen on 
deueneylesf as be flyht or be noyse of birdes or of 
bestes or of sorte by ygromansy f be dremes be chirkeinge 
of doreS i be gnoweinge of rattes or crakkeynge of houses 
& suche maner of wrichednesse f [606] Certes al pis 
pinge is defended be god & holy cherche f ffor 
whiche pei bien acursed titt pei come to amendement 
pat on suche fulpe setten hire beleue f [607] Charmes 
for woundesf & Maledies of men or of bestes if pei 
taken any effecte it may be peraduenture pat god suffurep 
it pat folke scholde ^iue pe more faipe f and Eeuerence to 
his name f 

[608] U !N"owe wil .1. sjpeke of leseinges whiche gener- 
aly is- fals signifiant f of wordes en entent to deceyuen 
his heuen . cristen f [609] Sum leseynge is of whiche 
pere commep none auaz^ntage to no wight f And some lese- 
inge tornep to pese or pe profite of a man 
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& to damage of anofere maneref [6io] ^ Anofere leseinge 
for to [. . . no gajp in the MS.I ^Anofere leseinge commejj 
of delite for to lye. In wMche delite pei wil forgen a longe 
tale & peynte it wi]? al'- circumstance f wher 
al fe gronnde of fe tale is falsf [6ii] Somme leseinge 
comme]? for he wil susteyine his worde f And sum leseynge 
Cometh of rechelnessef wif outen avisement f <fc sem- 
blable finges 

[612] U Lat vs now touche fe vice of flaterye 
whiche ne comef nouht gladly hot for drede or for Couetise f 
[613] Flatery is generally wrongeful preyseinge ^ Elatrer- 
es bene pe deueles norices fat norischen his childerne 
wi]) melke of losengryef [614] ffor sofe seife Salomon f 
Jjat flatery is wers fan detraccionef ffor sum tyme de- 
traccion make]? an haunten man fe more humble 
for he dredej) detraccionf U Bot certes flatery make]) 
a man to enhante his herte and his countenance f 
[615] fflatery bien fe deuels enchauntowrf ffor 
J?ei maake a man to wene of him self to be like fat he 
nys nouht lykef [616] fei bien like to ludas fat be-trayed 
[,,,,,,, no gap in the MS-I a man to sel him 
to his ennemye fat is to fe deuel [617] H Matereres bien 
fe deuel chapelleines fat singen euer placebo f 
[618] I. reken flatery in fe vices of iref ^ For oft 
time if a man be wrofe wif anoferef fen wil 
he flatere sum wyght to susteine him in his qwereH f 

[619] Speke we no we of suche cursinge as commef 
oute of Irrous herte f Malyson maybe seide generallye f euery 
man power of harme such cursynge bereuef man fro 
fe Eegne of godf As seife seint Poulef [620] fat 
suche cursinge wrongefuUy retowrnef oft tyme a3eine to 
him fat cursefe As a birde retowrnef a3eine vn to his 
owen nestef [621] And ouere alfinge men ouhte 
eschewe to curse her childern & ^eue to fe deuel 
here engendorere as fer forf e as in hem is U Certes it is 
a grete perile & a grete sinne f 
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[622] ^ Lete vs fan speke of chideingef And reproche 
tv^hiche biene grete woundes in ma^znes herte f for 
fo vnsewe fe semes of frendscliippe in nla?^nes hertef 
[623] ffor certes vnnefes may a man bue pleynely 
accorded wif bim fat baf bim openly revilede & 
reproiied & disclannderde f fis i§ a ful grysly sinnef 
as criste seijje in fe gospelif [624] And take kepe nowe 
fat be fat reprouef bis neybboure f ^oj]>ere be reprouef 
bim be som barme of peyne fat be bafe on bis bodyf 
as mesel croked barlotte or be somme sinne fat be dof e f 
[625] IN'owe if be reproue bim be barme of peyne 
fan tornef fe pr<>fete to ilciesu criste f for peyne is 
sent be fe ribtwise sonde of godef & be bis suffrancef 
be it Meselrye or maymef ore maladyef [626] And if be 
reproue bim vncbaritablye of synne f As f ou boloure f f ou 
dronken lewde barlotef and so forf f fan appartenef fat 
to fe rejoyseinge of fe deuel fat euer bafe ioye 
fat men doon synne f [627] And certes chidynge may 
not come bot of velens berte f ffor after f e, 
abundance of fe berte spekefe fe moufe ful oftf 
[628] And 3e scbolne vnderstonde. fat Joke be any. waye 
wban any man scbal cbaste anof ere anof er fat be be war 
fro cbideinge or reproueinge' U ffor trewly bot be be 
war be may ful lybtly queken f e fuyre of anger f and of 
wraffef wbicbe fat be scbold qwencbe <fe peraduentur 
slefe Ibim fat be mybt cbastise wif benyng- 
nite f [629] ffor as seif e Salomon tbe amyable tonge f is 
fe tree of liff fat is to seyne of lif espirituele and 
a dislaue tnnge slefe fe spirites of bim fat 
repreuef ^And eke of bim fat is repreuedf [630] Lo 
what seinte Austine seifef fere is nofinge ylyke fe 
deueles . cbilde as be fat oft cbidef f Seint poule seif e 
eke .1. seruant of god bebouef noubt to cbide [631] H And 
howe fat cbideinge is a veleyns finge betwex al 
maner folke ^\t is it certes most vnkouenable 
be-twyx a man & bis wyff for fere is neuer restei 
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And ferfor seij)e Salomon. An lionse pat is vnkoiiercle 
in reyne & dropingef & a chideinge wif. bene ylikef 
[632] a man fat is in in a dropinge hens in many 
place f J?eyhe he schewe fe dropinge in place 
it droppej) in anopere in a nofere . So farefe it be 
a chideinge wyf f bet sche chide him in place sche 
wil chide him in anoperef [633] And perfor is better 
a morsel of brede v^ith loyef fan an hous ful of 
delices wif chideinge seife Salomon f [634] 
Ponle seife 36 wemmen be ^e sonbiettes to 30ure 
hnsbondes as be-honefe in godf And ^e men louen jonre 
wyves Ad Clonicenses .iij°. 

[635] ^ Afterward speke we of scorenynge whiche is a 
wikked sinne i And namely whan he scorenef a man for 
his goode werkesf [6^^] ffor certe snche scorners 
faren y-like pe foule tode fat mai not endure to 
smel fe swete sauour of fe vine when it 
floureff H [637] fes scorners bien partinge felawes 
with fe deuelf = for fei haue loy whan fe denel 
wynneff & sorwe whan he leseff [638] fei bene 
aduersaries to oure lorde ihesu criste f ffor fei haten fat he 
louef e fat is to sei . sanacion of soule f 

[639] U Speke we nowe of wikked counsel fl For he fat 
wikked counsel 3euef is a traitowrf for he distroyfe 
him fat trustef in him . vt. achitofeH de Absone , 
But naf eles 3it is it wikked counsel firste a3eines him 
selfe [640] for as seife fe wisemanf Eue/y fals 
leueynge hafe fis properte in him selfe fat he fat 
wil anoye anofere man first anoyef him selff 
[641] And men schal vndestande fat man schal nouht 
take his counsel of fals folkef ne of to angry folke or 
greuous folke f ne of folke fat a louef specialy to muche here 
owen profitef ne to muchewerldly folke namely in conseleinge 
of soulesf 

[642] If Kowe commef fe sinne of hem fat 
-maken discorde amonges folke whiche is a sinne fat 
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criste hatej vtterlyf And no wonder isf ffor he deyed 
for to maake concorde f [643] & mor scliame done fei to 
tjristef fan dide pei fat him crucified f jffor god 
louej? better fat frenchepe be amonges folkef fan 
he dide his owen. bodyf whiche he 3af for vniteesf 
ferfore beene fei likned to fe deuel fat eue^'e is 
aboute to make discorde 

[644] ^ l^owG commef f e sinne of dowble tonge suche 
^ speken faire befor folkef Ss wikkede be-hynde or 
Biles fei maken sembland as fouhe fe spake of 
goode entencion or elles in game & pleyef And 3it fe 
speke of wikked entente i 

[645] H Now commef be-wreynge of counseile f orwhe 
whiche a man is defamed f vnefes maye he restoref fe 
'damages f 

[646] l!^owe commef manas fat is an . hopen foly f ffor 
he fat manasseff he fretef more fan he male 
do ful oft time f 

[647] No we comef ydel wordes fat is wifeouten 
profite of him fat spekef fo wordes & eke of him 
fat herkenef fe wordes f Or elle ydel wordes bien 
fo fat bien nedelesse or wifouten entewt of naturely 
profitef [648] And al be it fat Idel wordes som- 
time bien venial sinne 3it schold' men doute hem f .ffor we 
scholne 3eue reken^ynge of hem be-for godf 

[649] Nowe commef langelynge fat may no3t come wif e- 
owten sinne as seif e Salomon f It is a signe of aperte 
folyef [650] And fereforef a philosophre saidef Whan 
a man asked hyme howe men schold plese fe peplef 
And he answardef Do goode werkesf & speke fewe 
langelinges f 

[651] After fis comef fe sinne of lapes fat 
bien deuels apes ffor fei maken folke to lawhe att 
her laperye as folkes done att fe gaudes of an hapef 
Suche lapes deferidef seint Poulef [652] Loke howe 
fat vertuouse wordes & holyf coT^uerten hem 
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pat traueyle in pe seruice of cristf Eilit so comierten 
pe vilens worde & pe knakkes of pe lapes hem pat 
„t7'aveylen in pe seruise of pe deuel. [653]* U pes bien 
p® sinne pat commep of pe tongef pat commep of ire 
& of opere sinnes i 

[The Remedies against Ire] 

[654] The remedes a3eines Ire is a vertne pat men 
clepen mansuetude pat is debonartef And 
eke anopere vertue pat men clepen pacience f [. . . ^ . 
no gap in the MS.] 

[655] Debanarte wip-drawep & refreynep 
pe stringes & pe meueynges of mannes corage in his 
hertef in snche maner pat pei scipe nou3t oute be 
anger ne be iref [656] Suffrance snffrep swetly al 
pe anoyance pat & pe wronges pat men done to a ma?z 
outewardef [657] If Seint lerom . seip pus of debonartef 
pat it dope none harme to no wight ne seipe for none 
harme pat men him done ne seine f He ne eschanngep non3t 
a3eines his reson f [658] U This vertue commep some time of 
E"aturef fibr as seipe pe Philosopher f A man is a whike 
pinge be nature f debonaire & tretable be goodnessef 
Bot whan debonairete is enformed of grace, it 
is pe more worpe f // 

[659] Pacience pat is anopere remedy a3eynes iref 
it is a vertue pat suffrep swetely euerj mannes goodnesse f 
& is no3t wrope for none harme pat is done vnto her. // 
[660] The Philosopher seipe pat pacie7^s is pilke 
vertve pat sufferp debonarly al pe outrage of 
aduersitee & euery wikked worde' [661] pis vertue 
makep a man ylyke to godf And makep him his 
owen der childe as seipe cristf This vertue discomforp 
pine Ennemyef and perfore seipe pe wise man. If pou 
wilte venqwys pin enemye. lerene to suffer f [662] And 
J?ou schalt vnder-stande pat a man sufferp f iiij. manere 
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of greuance in otward fingesf A3eines wliiche foure 
he mot haue foure maner of pacience 

[66^] \>Q "firste greuance is of wyked wordes f filke gre- 
uance suffred oure lorde ihesu crist wij) outen gruccheinge ful 
pacientlyf Whan fe lewes dispised him & reproued himf 
ful oft [664] suffur fou j}ere fore pacientlyf for J?e 
Aviseman eke seifef If fou strif wij) a fole Jjouhe 
pe fole be wrofe or pouhe he lawhe al gatef 
pou schalt haue no reste [66^] ^ fe topere greuance 
outeward is to haue damage of pi catelf pere a3ein 
suffurd criste ful pacientlyf whan he was dispoilede of 
pat he hadde in pis life & pat nas nouht hot pe elopes 
[666] IF pan greuance is to a man haue harme in 
his bodyef pat suffred criste ful paciently in al his 
passion [667] pe ferpe greuance is an outrageous 
laboure in werkes . Wherfor .1. seie pat folke pat 
maken here seruantes to traueyle to greuouslye or oute of 
time as on halidayesf sopely pei done grete sinne. / 
[66S] ^Here a3eine suffred criste f ul . paciently . And 
tauht vs pacience whan he bare Yipon his blissed 
scholder pe cros vpon pe whiche he scholde suffur 
a spitous dep f [66 g] U Here male men lerne to be 
pacient f for certes nouht onely cristen men bene pacient 
for pe loue of ihesu criste f & for guerdone of pe blisse 
of heuen. And of pe blisful lyf pat is perdurable f Bot 
certes pe olde peyneymes pat neuer were cristen com- 
menden & vsen pe vertue of pacience f 

[670] A philosofre vpon a time pat wolde haue 
bet his disciple for his grete trespace for whiche he was 
gretely ameuede f & brouhte a 3erde to scoure pe 
childef [671] And whan pe childe sawe pe 3erde He 
seide to his maister what wil 3e dof I. wil bete 
quod pe Maister for pi correctione. [672] For sope 
sire quod, pe childe 30we ouhte firste corecte 30ure of pat 
36 haue lost 3oure pacience for . pe gilte of a childe f 
[673] For sope quod pe Maister al wepeinge pou 
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seist sofef Haue J?ou je 3erde my dere sonef & 
correcte me for myne impacienee f [674] Of paciens commefp 
obedience f of whiche" a man is obedient to cristef & 
to ali hem to wiche he ouhte be obedient in criste. 
[675] And vndestande wele fat obedience is periitef 
whan men done gladly & hastely wi]) good 
herte enterely al fat he schold dof [676] Obedience 
generaly is to performe pe doctrine of god <fe 
of his sovreygnes to whiche him ouhte to be obeissant 
to al rihtwisnesse 

De Accidia. 

[677] 

After ])^ sinnes of Enevy [, . . , no gap in the MS.] .1. 
wil speke of fe sinnes of accidef For Enevy 
blinde]) pe herte of a manf And ire trouble]) 
amanf And Accide Make]) him hevye pouhtful Ss 
wrawef [678] Enevy & Ire make]) bitternes in hertf 
whiche bitternes is moder of accidie. & benymef him 
pe loue of al goodnesse . pan is accide pe 
angwysche of a trowble herb f And seinte . Austeyne seipe : 
It is anoye it is anoy of goodenesse f & anoye of harmef [679] 
sertes pis is a dampnable sinne f ffor it dope wronge to ihesn 
cristef in alsomuche pat he nymmep pe seruice pat men 
ouhte to do to ihesu criste wip al diligence as seip Salomon f 
[680] Bot accide dope none suche diligence f he dope 
al pinge wip anoye f & wrawnesse slaknesse 
& excusacion & wip dulnes Ss vnlustf ffor 
whiche pe boke seipe acursed be he pat dope pat dop pe 
s^ruice of god neclygentlyf [681] pen is Accide 
Enevye to eueryche astate of man f For certes pe estate of 
man is in pre manersf [682] Eypere it is pe state of 
Innocence as was pe state of Adam be-fore he fel in to 
sinne f In whiche he was holden to worche as in 
an hereynge f & in adourynge of god f [683] Anoper^ estate 
is pe state of sinfulmen f in whiche estate men bien holden 
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to lahour in preyinge to god for amendement of here 

[. no gap in the MS.] 

sinnesf [684] Ano'pere estate es pe estate of grace f In 
wMche estate lie is halden to do werkes of penitence f And 
certes to al fes finges is accide Enemy Ss con- 
trarie. for he louej) no besinesse att alf [685] U Il^owe 
certes fis foule sinne accide f is eke a ful grete enemye 
til pe Mode of pe bodyf ffor it hape no purueance 
a3eine temp[or]ele necessitef for it is for-slewped & for 
sloggep & distruyep al goodes temperelles be 
recbilnesse f 

[6861 IT pe fourte pinge is pat Accide is like hem 
pat bien in pe peyne of lieH because of her sloupe 
& of her hevinessef ffor pei pat bien dampned bien 
so bornide pat pei ne maye wele doi ne wele 
penkef [687] Of accide cowmep first pat a man is 
anoyed & encombred. ^to done any goodnessef <fe 
makep pat god hape Abomynacio^^n of suche 
as seip seiirfce loh . 

[6SS] Kow commep slenpe pat wil not snffre none 
hardenesse ne none penance f For sope sloupe is so 
tender & so delicate as seipe Salomon f pat he wil not 
suffre none hardenesse ne penance H And perfor he 
schendep al pat he dope [689] a3eines his roten 
hercid sinne of Accide f And sloupe sholde men 
exercise hemself to done good werkes Ss manly 
& vertuouslye cachen corage wele to done thenk- 
.inge pat oure lorde ihesu criste quytepe euerj goode 
dede be it neuere so litef [690] vsage of laboure is 
grete a pinge f ffor it makep as seipe seinte Bernard f The 
laborer to haue stronge harmes & hard synowesf & 
slowpe makep him febel & tendref [691] U pan commep 
drede to be-ginne for to wirke any goode werkef H For 
certes he pat is enclined to sinne f him pinke it 
is so grete an emprise f for to vndertake to do werkes 
of goodnesse [692] [ , . , 
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[693] U 1^0 we f comme]) wanhope fat is dispeire of fe 
mercie of god f fat commef sume time of to myche out- 
rageous sorwe U And some time of muche drede ymagen- 
yngef pat he liaji done so muche sinne pat it wil 
nouht aveile him pouhe he wold repent himf & 
for-saak & do goode f [694] poruhe whiche dispeire or drede i 
he aboundep his hert to euery manure sinne f As seipe 
seint Auguste.^ [695] whiche dampnahle sinne if pat 
it -continue vn to his endef it is cleped sinnynge in pe 
holy gostf [696] pis orrible sinne is so perilous 
pat he pat is despeiredf pere ne is no sinne 
pat he doutep for to do as schewde wele he ludasf 
[697] Certes pan a-houen al sinnes pan is pis sinne 
most displesant to cristf & most aduersarie [698] 
to crist // Sopely he pat dispeyrep him f is like pe cowarde 
champeoi^n recreant f & seipe creant f al wipoutene nede f 
Alas alas nedeles is he creant f & seipe creant 
nedelesse despeiredf // [699] for certes p^ mercy of god is 
euer redy to pe penytencef it is ahoue al his werkes 
[700] H Alas can not a ma?^ be-penke him of 
seint lukef 15^ where as criste seipe pat as wele schal 
pere bef loye in heuen vpon a sinful man pat dope 
penitence f pan vpon 90 & .19. pat 
\, , , , no gap in the MS.^ nedep no penitente [701] 
U Loke ferpermore in pe gospel f pe loy & pe 
festes of pe good man pat hadde lost his sonef whan 
his sone wip repentance was retorned to his fader f 
[702] Can pei nou^t remembre hem ekef pat as seipe 
seinte luca 13\ c''. how pat pe pef seipe pat was hongede 
be-side ihesu cristes sidef Lorde remembre on me whan 
pou commest vn to pi kingedome [703] U For sope seide 
cristf To daie pou schalt be w^t^ me iri 
paradise f [704] Certes per nys none so orrible sinne of 
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man fat it ixe maye in his lif be destreyde be- p.enitence f 
jjoruhe vertue . of Jje . pa^siqn ,& , fe def of cri^te i 
[705] H Alas what nedefe man to be despeired 
Jan. sefen his mercy so redye isf An aske & bauef // 
[706] fan commej? sompnolence pat is slogge 
slombre wbiclie make]? a man heuy & dul in 
bodyf & in soulef And fis sinne comma]? of slewpef 
[707] And certes fe time fat be wey of resone' men 
schold nou3t slepe by fe morwe bot if fere were 
cause resonablef [708] ffor sofely in fd morwe tide is 
most couenable a man to seie bis preyers & for 
to finken on god & for to bonoure godf and to 
3euen almos f atcommen ^ to f e pore fat first comen in f e name 
of criste f [709] Lo what seif e Salomon f who so wil 
be fe morne awake to seke me he schal finde 
[710] IT fan commeff' neclige?^ce or rechelnesse 
fat rekkef of no fingef & howe fat ignorance is fe 
moder of al harmef Certes necligens is fe norische 
to [711] necligentes ne dofe no force whan he schal done 
a f inge whef er he do it wele or badly f 

[712] Of fe remedy of fes two sinnes as seif 
fe wisman U fat he fat dredef god sparef nouht 
to done fat him ouht to donef [713] And he fat louef 
god wyl do diligence to plese god by his werkes 
& abounden him self wif al his myht wele for to done f 
[714] IT fan comme Idelnese fat is fe 3ate of al 
harmesf Anf ydel man is lyke to a place fat hafe no 
wallesf fe denel may entre on euery sidef or schote 
att him att discouert be tempacions on enery sidef 
[715] fis ydelnes is fe forrok of al wikked & 
veleynes fonhtesl & of al langles tmfles & 
al ordure f [716] Certes fe heuen is ^ouen to him fat 
wil laboure & nouht to ydel folkef Eke dauid seife 
fat f ei ne be not in f e laboure of men f ne f ei ne scholn 
not be whipped wif menf fat is to seie in purgatorief 
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[717] Certes fan seme]? it fei schal be tormented 
wij3 fe denel in helf bot if ]?ei done penytencef 

[718] fan commej) fe sinne fat men clepen 
tarditasf As wban a man is so latred & so tariinge ere 
he wil torne to godf And certes fat is a grete folyef 
He is like him fat fallef in fe dichef And wil nouht 
arise f [719] And fis vice comme'pe of fals hope; fat 
he finkef fat he schal leue longef bot fat hope 
failef Moftf 

[720] ^ fan commef laches fat is he fat whan he 
beginnef any goode werkef anone he wil for-lete it & 
stinte as done fei fat haue any wight to gouernef 
& ne taken of him no more kepef anone as fei finde 
any contrarie or anye anoye / [721] ^ fes bene fe now 
scheperdes fat laten her schepe renne wyteingly to 
fe wolff fat is in fe breresf or done no fors of her owen 
gouernancef [722] II Of fis cowzmef pouertef & discripcion 
bot of spm'tuele & temporal finges II fan commef 
a manere of coldenessef fat fresef al fe herte of man! 
[723] H fan commef vndeuocioneforuhef whichea man his so 
blontell And as seif e seintBernard . Hehaf esnchelangowr in 
soule fat he male neyf ere rede ne singe in holy cherche 
Ke here ne finke of denocionf ne traneyle wif 
his hondes in no goode werke f fat it nys to him vnsauerye i 
H And al apalledf [724] f an waxeth he sore & slowe & 
slombref & sone wil be wrofef And sone is enclinede 
to hate & to envye // [725] fane comme]) fe sinne of 
werldly sorwe f whiche fat is clepide tristicia f fat slef e a 
man as seife seint Ponlef [726] ffor certes suche sorwe 
worchef to fe def e of f e soule & of f e body also 
^ For fere of commef fat a man is anoyed of his owen lif f 
[727] Where-for suche sorwe f schortef ful oft fe lif of 
a man er .fat his time comme f 
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[The Remedy against Accidie.'] 

[728] ^ A^eynes J)is orrible sinne of Accide & fe 
braunches of fe samef fere is a vertue fat is called 
fortitudo f or strenke]? fat is an affeccioz^n foruhe 
.whiche a man dispisefe al noyens fingef [729] U fis 
vertue is so myhty f & so vigorouse pat it dar wif-stande 
myhtyly & wrestel a3eines fe sanle of the deuelf 
And wisely kepen him selfe frome periles fat bien wikked f 
[730] For it enchauncef & enfor^cef fe soule Eiht as 
accide abatef it makef febel // for fis fortitude 
may longe endure be longe suffrance f f e traveile fat bien 
conuenable f 

[731] fis vertue haf mony spyces f ^ fe ' 
first is cleped magnificence f fat is to seie grete Corage i 
Ifor certes fer behouef grete corage a3eines accidie f les 
fat swoiowe fe sowle be fe sinne of sorwef or 
destruye it be wanhopef [732] IT fis vertu makef 
folke to vndertake harde finges & greuouse finges 
be hire owen wyH wysely & resonablyf [733] And for 
als muche as fe deuel fihtef a3eines man more be 
queyntise & be sleyht fan be strenkef f ^ f erefore a man 
schal w^'t^-stonde him w^t7i witte & with reson & w^t^ dis- 
crecioii // [734] fen bien fere fe vertues of feife & 
hope in godf & in his seintes to acheuen & accomplise 
fe goode werkesl in whiche he purpose fermely 
to contiuuef [735] fan commef suerte or sikernesse f 
& fat is whan a man [ 

[736] no gap in the MS.] 

dof e f & perf ormef grete werkes of goodenesse fat he haf e 
begonne f And fat is f e ende whi fat men schold do goode 
werkes f % ffor in f e compliseinge of goode 
werkes life fe grete guerdone [737] U fan is fere 
Constance fat is stablenesse of Corage f And fis scholde 
be in herte be stedfast feife f & in moufe & in 
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bereingef And in chere f & in dede [738] ekef U fere bien 
mo special finges & remedy a3eines accide in diuerse werkes 1 
& 171 consideracion of fe peyne of hell & of tlie 
loy of heuenl & in fe trust of fe grace of J?e holy 
goste fat wil ^iuen him myht to performe his 
entente 

De Auaricia. deavarida 

[739] 

Affter Accidie wil .1. speke of avarice f &. of 
Couetyse // Off whiche sinne self seint Paulel 
fat fe rote of al sinnes is conetisef Ad 
ThnRotheum 6°. [740] H For sof ely whan f e herte of a 
man is co?^founded in hit selfe & trouble & fat f e 
sonle hafe loste fe comforte of godf fan sikef he ane 
ydel solace of werldely f inges f 

[741] H Auarice after f e scripcione of seint Austyne ; 
is a lykerousnes in hert to haue erf ely f inges 1 
[742] Somme of ere folk seyne fat Anarice is for to 
purchase mony erf ely f inges 1 & no finge 3iue 
to hem fat haue nede [743] HI And vnderstand f ou wele f fat 
auarice nys nouht onelye in lande ne in cateH f bot sum 
time in science and in glorye And in euery manere of 
outrageous f inges is auerycel & couetyse f [744] ^ And 
fe ' difference be-tuex Auarice &r couetise is fisf 
Couetise is for to coueyte suche finges as fou 
haste nouht i = And Auarice is to wif -holde & kepe suche 
finges as fou hast wif outen rihtful nede [745] U Sof ely 
f is Auarice is a sinne fat is ful dampnable i ffor al holy 
writte cursef itf & spekef a3eines itf ffor it dofe 
wronge to ihesii criste f [746] for it be-reuef him f e loue 
fat men to him owen. And turnef it bakwarde a3eines 
al resonf [747] & makef fat fe Auaricious man 
hafe more hope in his catel fan in ihesu criste f And 

{• • 

. no gap in the MS.] [748] ferefor seif e 
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seinte poule. Ephec/os 5°, fat Auarous maw is 
fral to ydolatrie f 

[749] What difference is betuex an ydolastre & 
an Auarous man f Bot fat an ydolatre & an Anaricious man pa^*- 
aduentur ne haf e bot one manmet f or tuo f And fe Anaricious 
man haf monye f For certes eiierj floreine in his copher is a 
mawmetf [750] And certes fe sinne of Maumatrie is 
fat god in f e ten commandementes f 
As beref ^wittenesse in exodi xapitulo .20. [75i]*fc>u 
schalfhaue none f als goddes bef orne me f ]N"e f ou schalt make 
to fe no graue fingef fns fan is an Avaricious man fat 
louef bis tresor a-forne godf And ydolatre [752] forube 
bis sinne of Auarice & of couetise i be wbicbe commen f is 
barde lordescbipes forube wbicbe mene bien streyned 
be talyage costomes & Cariages More fan here 
dewte or reson is And elles take fei of ber bonde- 
men amerciament f wbicbe mybt more resonable be 
cleped extorcions fan mercymentesf [753] Of wbicbe 
mercimentes And raunsons of bonde men somme 
lorde stewardes sein fat it is ribtfulf for also mucbe as 
a cberle baf e no temporele finge fat ne is fe lordes 
as fei seine. [754] Bot certes fis lordescbipes done 
wronge fat bereuef bir bondefolke fingesf fat fei 
ne 3afe bemf Augustinus de Ciuitate dei .li° .9. [755] 
Sofe is fat fe condicion of fraldome & fe first 
cause of f raldom is for sinne . Genesis .5. 

[756] fus maye ^e scene fat fe gilt deseruef 
fraldome Bot note nature f [757] Wbere-fore fes lordes 
scbold iiou3t mucb glorifie bem in bere .lordescbipe 
seffen fat bu naturel condicion fei bien lordes ouer 
ber f ralles f Bot for fat fat f raldom cam firste be desert of 
sinne f = [758] And f erf ere ouerf fere as fe lawe seifef 
fat temporel goodes of bonde folke bien fe goodes 
of bere lordescbipes : ^e fat is for to vnderstande f e goodes 
of f e Empero?^r To defende bem in bere ribt f bot not 
to Kobbe bem ne to Eeue bemf [759] And f erf ore 
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seij?e Senec J>i prudence schold leue henynglj with 
fi JjraH ^ [760] filke fat fon clepest fi fraH 
bien cristes peple f For humlble f olke bien criste frendes i 
pel bien contuberniale with fe lorde 

[761] ^ penke eke ]pat sucbe sede as cberles 
springenf of suche seede springen lordesf as wele may 
. J>e cherle be saued as fe lorde f [762] ]?e same defe pat 
takep Jie cherle f pe same dej? takepe pe lorde f wherfore I 
rede do riht so wip pi cberle as pou woldest 
pi lorde dide with pe if pou were in bis plite. 
[763] H Eue?y sinful man is a cherle to sinne f •jl I rede 
pe certes pat pou lorde pou wirche in suche wise f pat 
pine cherles raper loue pe pan drede pe [764] 
H I. wote wele per is degre aboue degre as reson 
is f And scyH is pat men don here deuere pere as it is diewe 1 
Bot certes extorcions & dispites of 30ure vnderlinges is 
dampnable f 

[765] ^ -^^cL forpere ouere vnderstond wele 5 pat 
conquerowrs or tirantes maken ful often f pralles of 
hem pat bien borne of as Eoial blode as ben pei pat 
hem conquerenf [766] This name of praldom was 
neuere knowe erst til pat I^oe seide of his sonne 
Canaan scholde be prale to his breperne for his sinne f 
[767] what sey we pan of hem pat pilen And done 
extorcions to holy chirche U Certes pe swerde pat 
men 3euen first to a knyhte whan he is newe dubbidf 
signifiep pat he scholde defende holy chirche f & 
nouht rob itf And who so dope is a traitowr 
to criste [768] as seip seinte Austinef pei buen 
deuels wolues pat stranglen pe schepe of ihe6^u 
criste f & done wers pan wolues 1 [769] U ffor sopely 
whan pe wolfe hap ful his wombe He stintep to 
strangel schepe f Bot sopely pe piloures & distrey- 
ours of goodes of holy chirche done not sof for pe 
stint neuer to pilen f [770] U llTow as .1. ^haue seide f Sepen so 
is pat sinn was first cause of praldomef pan it is 
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pus pat pilke time pat al pe werld was in siiinei 
pan was al pis werlde in praldome And in subiectione f = 
[771] Bot certes SetMns pe time of grace Camf god 
ordeynde pat somme f olke scholde be more hihe in Estate f 
& hihe degree! And somme folke more lowef & pat 
eneryche schold be serued in his estate & in his degref 
[772] And perfore in somme contrees pe?^e pei be 
prales f whan pei haue turned hem to pe feipe f pei maken 
here pralles fre oute of praldome f And perfore certes 
p® lorde owep to his ma.nne pat pe man owep to 
his lorde 1I[773]pe Pope clepep him self seruant of pe seruantes 
of god H Eot for as muche as p® state of 
holy chirche ne myht nouht haue be keppedf 'Ne pe commune 
profit mi3t haue be keppedf ne pese & rest in 
erpef bot if god hadde ordeynde pat sommen haue 
hier degre <fe som men loweref [774] perfore was 
souereygnte ordeyned to kepe & mayntenef & de- 
f ende here vnderHnges or her soubiectes in reson f as f er-\ 
f orp as it lipe in hir pouere f And nouht to destreye hem 
ne as ferforpe co?zfoundenf [775] Wher for .1. saye pat pilke 
lordes pat bien pilke wolves i pat deuoure pe possessions or 
pe catel of pore folke wrongefuUy wip outen Mercye or 
Mesoref [776] pei schoUen receyuen bue p® same mesure 
pat pei haue mesured to pore folke pe mercy of ihesu 
criste bot it bue amended f [777] ^ Nowe commep disceite 
b[e]tuex Marchant & marchant f IT And pou schalt vnder- 
stant pat Marchandise is in mony manersf pat one 
is bodelyf & p® topere is gostlye ^ pat one is 
lefful & Y topere is dishoneste & vnlefulf 
[778] Of pilke bodely marchandise pat is leful & 
honest is pisf pat pere as god hap ordeigned pat a 
regno or a contre is sufficeant him selfe pan is it 
honeste & lefutt pat of pe abundance of pis contreef 
pat men helpe a nopere contree pat is more nedyef 
[779] And pere fore pere mote be marchantz to 
bringen fro pe to cuntre to pe topere . her march- 
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andisef [780] fe topere Merchandise fat men 
haunts wij) > fraude f & trecherye & disceyte wife 
lesinges & fals ofesf is cursed & dampwable 
[781] U Espyrituel marchandise is properely Symonyf 
fat is ententif desire to by finge espirituelef fat is 
finge fat appartenef to fe seintnarye of godf & to 
cure of fe soulef [782] This desire if so be fat a 
man do his diligence to performs it al be it fat his 
desire ne take none effecte ^it is it to him dedely 
sinne f And if he be ordrede he is Irregulere f [783] H Certes 
Sympnyef is clepid of Simon Ms^gus fat wolde haue 
bouht witJi f e tempcrele cateli f e 3eft fat god had 3ouen 
by fe holy goste to seinte Peter f & to fe Apostolesf 
[784] And f erf ore vnderstandef f fat bof he fat 
sellef & he fat byef finges espirituels bien 
cleped Symonyals ^ be it Catel* be it be procureinge f 
Ore be fleschely preyere of his frendes or of spirituel 
frendes [785] ^ Tlesschelyf in tuo maners f as by 
kinredi or as by of ere frendes or of spirituel frendes. 
% Sof ely if f ei prey for him fat is not able & worf i f it 
is Symonye f If he take f ® benefice i & if he be worf i & 
able f he nys none f [786] IF f e tof ere maner is whan a ma7^ 
or awomman preyef ef preye for folke toauawnce hem only for 
wikked fleschely affeccione f fat f ei haue vn to f e persones f 
& fat is in foule Symonyf [787] Eot certes in seruices 
for whiche men 3euen finges espirituels vnto her 
seruantesf It mote bien vnderstonde fat fe seruice 
most be honeste & elles notef And eke fat it be 
wif outen Earganynge & fat f e persone be able f 
[788] ffor as seife seinte Damasyef Al fe sinnes ^of fe 
worlde att f e regarde of f is sinne biene as a f inge of nouht i 
For it is fe grestest sinne fat may bef after f fe sinne 
of lucifer & of antecristef [789] ffor be fis sinne gor 
for-lesef fe chirche & fe soule fat he bouhte wif 
his precious blodef by hem fat ^eue cherches to hem 
fat biene nouht digne i [790] For f ei putten inn f eues fat 
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stelen pe soule of ihesu criste & destruyef his patri- 
moigne [791] H Be. suche vndigne prestesi & Curates 
haue men pe lasse Eeuerence of fe sacramentz of 
holycliirclie f ^ And suche 3eiiers of chirclies pntten oute 
fe childerne of criste f & putten in to Jje cherclie fe 
deueles owen sone [792] fei sellen pe soules f 
])e lombe pei kepen to fe wolf fat strangellef 
hemf And perefore schol J?ei neuer houe parte 
of pe pasture of pe lonibes pat is in pe blisse of 
heuenf [793] II I^owe commep hasardy with Ms apwr- 
tenance as tables & rawfles of wbicbe co??2mep deceyte 
& fals opes cHdeingef & al rauyngesf blaspbemyinge 
& reniinge of god & hate of his neybo2^rsf wasteinges 
of goodes myspendinge of timef And su??2tynie man- 
slawhter [794] H Certes hasardowrs nemaye nouht be 
wip oute grete sinne whiles pei haunte pat cr^fte [795] ^ Of 
Auarice commepe eke leseinges peft & false wittenesse f Fals 
opesf And ^q schaH vnderstondef pat pes bien grete sinnes 
& expresse a3eines pe commaTzdementes of god as .1. haue 
seide f [796] U Fals wittnesse is in worde & eke in dede . 
In worde as for to be-reVe pi neyhbowrs good name 
By pine fals witnesinge . Or be-reue him his CateH f or his 
heritage be pine fals wyttenesinge f IT whan pou for Ire or 
for meede or for envy berest fals wittenesse or accusest 
him or excusest him by pine fals witnessef or elles ex- 
cusest pi self falsly [797J U Ware ^oue qwestmongers & 
notories If Certes for false witnesseinge was Susanna in 
grete sorwef & peynef & mony anoper mo [798] ^ The 
sinne of peft is eke expresse a3eines godes heste f & pat in 
tuo maners Corporele & spirituele [799] [Corporele] 
as for to take pine neyhbowrs Catel a3eines his will 
be it be force or be sleyht f be it be mette f or be mesure f 
[800] By steleinge eke of fals enditementes vpon him f And 
in borwein of pin neyhbours CateH f in entent neuere 
to payef & semblable pinges [801] II Es- 
pirituel peft is sacrilege pat is to seye vrt- 
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ynge of holy finges f or of Jjinges sacred to criste in tuo 
manors by reson. of fe holy place as chirches or 
chirche hawesf [802] ffor euerj. violence sinne fat 
men done in suche place may bue cleped Sacrilege f Or 
eiierj violeiie^^ in fe semblable place f Also pei fat 
wip-drawen: : Jifalsly pe rihtes fat longen to holy 
cherchef {Sx^s^ And pleynely & generaly sacrilege 
is to jeue holy f inge fro holy place f or vnholy 
finge oute of holy place f or holy finge oute of vn- 
holy place f 

,[_T]w Remedy ugamst Avarice, '\ 



[804] ]N"owe scholne 3e vnderstonde fat f e releuynge of 
Auarice is misericorde & pite largely taken 
H And me myht axen whi \at mysericorde & pite 
is releueinge of Auarice f [805] Certes fe Auarice 
man schewef no pite ne misericorde to fe nedful 
man f ffor he delitef him hi f re kepinges of his tresoure f 
& not in fe restoreinge. ne releueinge of his euen- 
cristenf & f erf ore spek .1. first of mysericorde f 
[806] 1[ fan is misericord as seife fe philosofre 
a vertue bue whiche f e Corage of man is stered be f e 
corage of him. ^fat is my[s]esede [807] vpon whiche 
misericorde folowef pytee in perfourmynge of charitable 
werkes of misericorde. [808] And certes fes 
meuen man to fe mysericord of ihesu criste fat 
him self for oure gilt suffred defe for misericorde f 
& for3af vs oure originale sinnesf [809] & fere-by 
relessed vs fro fe peyne of hett; and amynusef fe 
peyne of purgatorie be pemtence. And 3euef grace 
well: to do & att fe last fe ioye of heuenf [810] If The 
spices of mysericorde bien as for to lene & for to 
^euef & eke for to for^eue & relese & haue 
pyte in herte & to haue compassione of f e meschef of fine 
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euecristenef & eke chastice fere as nede is, 
[8ii] ^ Anopere manere of Eemedie a^eine avarice is 
resonable largesse f Bot sofely here be-houe]) fe con- 
sideracioMn of pe grace of ihesu criste & of his 
temporil goodes [, . , no gap in the MS.] perdurables 
fat crist 3aff vs [812] and eke to hane remembrance of 
fe def fat he schaL receyue he note "whenf 
and eke fat he schal for-gone al fat he hafef 
[, , . , no gap in the MB.] 

[813] Bot for as muche as summe folke bien vnmesur- 
able men ouhten eschiewe foole largesse fat men 
clepen wastf [814] Certes he fat is foole large ne 
3euef nouht his catel bot he lesef his catelf U Sofely 
what finge fat he -jenef for veineglorie as to 
menstrals & to folke for to beren his renoune in fe 
werlde he hafe do synne & none almos 
[815] Certe3 he lesef fonle his goodf fat he ne sekef 
no finge of his goode bot sinne 
[816] He is ylike to an hors fat sekef rafer to drinke 
drouy or trouble water fan of f® 
clere weHf [Si 7] And for as mnche as fei jeue fere 
as fei schold not ^eue. to hem appartenef: filke 
malyson fat crist schal lyven att f e daye of dome to 
hem fat schal be dampned . 

^ De gula • 

[818] 

After Auarice commef glotonye whiche is expresse eke 
a3eines fe commandement of godf Glotonye is 
vnmesurable appetit to ette or to drinke . or elles 
to done ynouhe • to f e vnmesurable & discorde 
couetise to ete & to drinke f [819] IT fis sinne cor- 
rumpef al fis werlde as is wele schewde in fe sinne of 
Adam & of Eua H lo eke what seife seint Poule of 
glotonye f [820] Mony folke of which^ 

LANSDOWNE 672 (6-T. 658) 



SIX-TEXT 659 

GEoup I, § 2, parson's tale. Lansdowne MS. 673 

.1. haue oft seide to 3owef & nowe ,1. seye it wepeingef 
|)at fei bien ennemys of J?e croyce of crist of 
whiche fende is depef & of whiclie here wombes is 
hire god & hire glorie in confusione of hem J?at so 
saue?^en erpely fingesf [821] U He fat is vsant to 
Jjis sinne of glotonye he ne may no sinne wij?-stande f 
He moste bue in seruage of al vices for it is f^ deuels 
horde fere he hidef him inne & restef f [822] ^ This 
sinne haf mony spyces i J?e first is dronkennesse 
pat is forrible sepulcre of ma?2nes resozmf And Ipere- 
for whan fat a man is dronken he haf e lost his reson i & 
fis is dedely sinne [823] ^ Bot certes whan a 
man is nonht wonte to straunge drinke f ne peraduentwre ne 
knowef not fe strenkef of f® drinke f or hafe feblesse 
in his hede f or hafe tranailede f ornhe whiche he drinkef 
f e more Al be he so sodanly cauht wif drinke it is no 
dedely sinne bot venialef [824] The secunde spice of 
glotonye is fat fe spirit of man waxef al trouble 
for dronkenesse berenef him discreciown of his wittef 
[825] ^ fe fred spice of glotony isf Whan a man 
devowref ^ his mete & hafe no rihtful manere of etynge f 
[826] U fe ferfe is whan forwh grete abund- 
a^^nce of his mete f e homours of his body biene dis- 
temperd [827] ^ fe .v^. is for3etelnesse be to mechel 
drynkynge for whiche sumtyme amaii summe time a man for- 
3etef be f e morwe what he dide att eue or att f ® nyhte be-fore f 
[828] In of ere manere bien distinket of Spices of 
glotony after seint gregorye , U f e first is for to ete to 
fortime U fe. secunde is whan a man getef him 
to delicate mete [829] U f^ thredef is. whan 
a man takef to muchel ouere mesure U fe ferfe. is 
fe coriouste wif grete entent to maken & appareH 
his mete, fe fifte. is to ete to gredelyf [830] fes 
bien fe .v. fyngres of fe deueles honde be whiche 
he drawef folk to sinne 
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IThe Remedy against Gluttony, '\ 

[831] If A3eyiies glotonye is remedy. J?e abstinence of his 
bodif as seipe Galienns. Bot pat hold .1. not meritorie. if pat 
he onelj it do for pe hele of his bodyf U Seint 
Austine wil pat abstinence be done for vertwef & 
wip paciens [832] abstinens he seip is litel worpi 
bot if a man haue goode wil pereto //And bot if it be enforced 
be pacience & charitef & pat men do it for 
goddes saake & in hope to haue pe blisse of heuen f 

[833] U pe felawes of abstynence bien attemper- 
ance pat haldep pe mene in att pingesf eke 
schame pat eschewep al disonestef sufficeance pat 
sekep no Kiche mete ne drinkes ne dope no force of no 
owtrage apparelynge of mete [834] If Mesure also 
pat -distreynep bue resown pe delavy appetite of eteinge i 
Sobernesse also pat restreynep pe outrage of drinke. 
[835] Sparynge also pat restreynep pe delicate ese to 
sitte att his mete softly f where-for summe folke 
stonden of here owen witt & to eten att pe lasse layser 

^ De luxuria, 
[836] 

After glotony. pan co??2mep lycherye for pes 
two sinnes bien so nyhe cosines pat often tim 
pei wil not departe f = [837] god wote pis 
sinne is displesant to- godf for he seip him 
selfe do no lycheryf// & pere-fore he put grete peynes 
a3eines pis sinne. in pe olde lawe [838] If a worn- 
man praH were taken in pis sinne sche scholde be 
beten -with stones to pe depf And if sche were a gentil 
womman sche scholde be sleyne wM stones f And if sche 
wer a bischopes douhtere scjie scholde be bernte be 
goddes commandement f [839] If Forpermore be 
sinne of licherye god dreynte al pe werlde att pe 
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(Jiluvef & after lie berned .v. Cytes wM 
lylit & sanke hem in to liett 

[840] H !N"ow latt vs spek of filk foule stinkynge 
sinne of licheryf fat me?^ clepen a.duoutre of wedded 
folkef fat is to sey if pat one of hem. be wedded 
or elles bof e f [841] Seint. lohii seipe fat fat f e advowtrers 
?chal bien in heH in a stinkinge birneinge fire 
of brimstone for licherye II In brimstone for f e 
stinkeinge of hire ordure f [842] Certe3 fe brinynge of 
fis sacrament is an horible fingef It was maked of 
god him self in paradise & co7^fermed be ihesu. criste as 
seif seinte Mathewe in fe gospeHf A man schal lete 
fader & moder & take him to his wif. And fe 
scholne haue be tuo in one fleschef [843] U This sacrament be- 
tokenef f e knyttinge to-geder of criste & of holy chirche 
[844] U And nouhtonelyf at god for-baddeaduontre in beddef 
Bot eke he commanded ^ fat f on scholdest nonht coneyte fine 
neyhebowrs wif [845] U In f/s hest seife seint 
Austine is forboden almanere Conetise to done 
lycheryf Lo- what seife seint Mathewe .v. c°. in fe 
gospel fat who so sef e a womman to conetise of his luste he 
haf e done lycherye wif hire in his hertef [846] Here maye 30 
see fat not onelye fe dede of his sinne is forbode 
bot eke fe desire to done fat sinne [847] IT fis cursed 
sinne anoyef hem greuously fat it haunteff & first 
to here soule ffor he obligef it to sinne f & to f e peyne of 
f e def e fat is perdurable [848] % Vnto f e body anoyef 
it greuously alsof ffor it drief him & wastef himf & 
of his blode he makef sacrifice vn-to . f e 
fende of heR If It wastef eke his catel & his substance f 
[849] & certes if it be a foule finge a man to wast 
his cateH one wemmen f 3it is it a fouler finge whan fat 
for whiche ordure wemm.en dispenden vpon men here catel 
& here substance [850] U fis sinne as seife f® prophite 
bereuef man & womman her goode fame & si her^ 
honowrf And it is ful plesant to fe deuelf & ferby 

LANSDOWNE 675 (6-T. 661) [Meaf 248, back] 



SIX-TEXT 662 

676 Giioup I. § 2. parson's tale. Lansdowne MSr 

lie Wynne]) fe moste party of pis werldef 
[851^ H And riht as a marchant delitejj him moste 
in chaffer pat lie hap most a-vantage of Eiht 
so delitep pe fende pis ordure f // 

[852] pis is pe topere honde of pe deuel witJi .v. 
fingeres pat cacchep pe peple to his velanyf [853] pe 
first finger is pe foole lokeyngef of pe foole man; 
& of pe foole wowman pat slepe Eiht as pe Basilicoc 
slepe folke be pe venym of his syhtf ffor couetise 
of pe ey3en folowep pe couetyse of pe hertf [854] pe 
topere finger his pe violence toucheinge in wykked 
manere f And perfor seip Salomon . pat who so 
touchep & handelep a womman f he f arep y-lyke him 
pat handelep pe scorpion pat stingepef And sodanly 
slepe poruhe his envenymyngef As who so towchep 
warme piche pat foulep his fingers [855] IT pe. pred isf 
foule wordes pat farep .y-lyke fire pat birnep f pat riht anone 
birnep pe herte f [856] U pe ferpe is , 
kissingef & trewly he were a grete foole pat wolde 
kisse pemoupe of a birneinge honeiif or of a forneysf = 
[857] And more fooles Men pei pat kissen in velanyef 
ffor pat moupe is pe moupe of heUf & namely pes 
holde dotardes hnloursf 3it wil pei kisse pouhe 
pei may non3t do & smater hemf [858] Certes pei 
bien ylyke to pe honndes . For an hounde whan he commep be 
pe roser or be opere beautees pouhe he male nouht 
pissef 3itte wili he lift yp his legge & make coun- 
tenance to pisse. [859] U And for patf many wenep 
pat pei male nou3t sinne for no likerous pat he dope 
w^'ty^ his wiff Certe3 pat opyniowne is falsf God wote a 
man male sle him self with his owen knyf f & maken 
him dronken with his owen tunne . [860] Certe3 
be it wif of childe or any oper werldely pinge pat he 
louep be-for godf it is a maumet & he is an ydolastref 
[861] U Man scholde loue his wif be discrecione 
paciently & temporalye f & pan is sche as it 
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were his susteref [862] U J?e fift finger of fe deneles 
honde is f e stinkeinge dede of lyclierye ^ [863] Certes J?e .v. 
fingers of glotonye Jje fende puttef in pe wombe of a man f 
& w^t7^ fes .v. fingers of lyclieryf he gripep him be 
Jje reynes for to prowe him into pe forneyse of 
hen [864] pere as pei scholne haue pe fuyre & pe wormes 
fat euer schal lastef & wepeinge & waileinge 
scharpe hunger & pnrste griselynesse of deueles 
pat schal al to treden ^Hem wip-outen respite & y^ith^ 
onten ende [865] of lychery as .1. seide sourden 
dinerse spyces i as fornicacion . pat is be-tuex man 
& wo??2man pat bien not mariedf & pi& is dedely 
sinne & a3eines nature f \_^(>^^ -Al pat is enemy & 
destrucc^'on to natw?'e is a3eines nature [867] parfeye U pe 
resone of a man tellep him eke wele pat it is dedely 
sinne for als muche as god forbad lycherye f = And seint 
Poule 3euepe him pe regno pat is dieu to no whight 
hot to hem pat done dedely sinne \2>6^'\ U Anopere sinne 
of lycherye is f for to be-reven a mayden of hire maydenhede 5 
ffor certes he pat so dope he takep a maiden oute 
of pe hiest degre pat is in pis present liff [869] & 
bereuep hire pilke precious fruyte pat pe boke clepepe 
pe hundrep fruyte. I. can nouht seye it in none opere weye iii 
ynglisciie Bot in latine it hiht Centesimus fructusf 
[870] Certes he pat so dope is cause of mony 
damage & velanyes mo pan any man kan rekeri 
U Eiht as he sumtyme is cause of al pe damage pat bestes 
done in pe feldef pat brekep pe hegge of pe closur 
poruhe whiche he distroyep pat may not be restored f 
[871] ffor certes no more maye maydenhede bue re- 
stored f pan an arme pat is smeten fro pe body maye 
retorne a3eine to wexf [872] Sche maye haue mercye pis 
wote .1. wele if sche do penitence f Bot neuer schal it 
be pat sche nas corruptef [873] II And albeit so pat .1. 
haue spoken sumwhat of aduowtre it is goode to schewen mo 
pe^'iles pat longen to aduoutre U For to eschewe pe foule 

LANSDOWNE 677 (6-T. 663) [i leaf 249] 



SIX-TEXT 664: 

678 GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

sinne of [874] aduoutre f in latine is for to seye f Apprdclieinge 
to anojjere manes beddef forulie whiche J»o fat whilom 
were first flesche f abawndon here body to ofere persones 
[^75] ^ Of pis sinne as seijje fe wisman comef 
mony harmes f ffirste brekinge of feifef And certes 
faife. is kaye of cristendomef U [876] And whan fat 
feife is broke & lornef sofely cristendome stant 
wij) outen j6?uytef [877] U fis sinne is eke a 
J?efe f ffor f eft generaly to speke is for rene a wight his finge 
a3eines his wiHf [878] Certes f^s is fe fouleste feft 
pat maie bue f whan a wo?7iman stelef hir body fro 
her husbondef & ^iuep it to hire holonre to defoule 
here & stelef hire soule fro???-me cristef & ^eue]> it to 
pe deuel. [879] pis is foulere peftf pan for to breke 
& stele pe chalysf ffor pes aduoutres 
breken pe temple of god spyrituelly & stelen p® vessel 
of grace f pat is pe bodye & p® soule f U For whiche criste 
schal destroyen hem as seipe seinte Poule . [880] Sopely 
of pis peft douted gretely losephe whan pat his lordes 
wif preide him of velanye i whan he seide f Lo my lady 
hpwe my lorde hape take to me vnder my warde al pat he 
hape in pis werlde ne nopinge of his oute of 
my powere bot onely ^e pat bien his wyf [881] IT And 
howe schold .1. pan do pis wikkednesse & sinne so 
orrible a3eines godf god it for-bede 

U Alas al to litel is snche trenpe no wey founde f [882] U pe 
predde harme is pe felpe poruhe whiche pei breken 
p® comma?2deme7zt of god. & defoulen pe" antere of 
here matnmoygne pat is criste 1 [883] U For certes insomuche 
pat pe sacrament of Manage is so noble & so digne So 
mnche it is pe gretter sinne for to breke itf II For god 
maad mariage in paradise f in pestate of Innocence to 
multeplie mankynde to pe seruice ^of godf [884] & 
perfore is pe brekeinge pere-of greuous f Of whiche 
brekeynge commep fals heires often time pat wrongefully 
occupien Qper mennes heritage f And pere fore wil criste put 
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hem oute of f e Kegne of heven pat is pe herytage to good 
folke [885] Of J?is brekeinge co^maelpG eke oft times pat 
folke vnware wedden or sinnen wip here owen kynredi 
& namely pil harlotes pat hanten bordelsf Of pes 
foole we7?2meii pat maie bu likned to a comune gonge 
where as men purgen here ordnrf [SS6] what saie we 
eke of poytowrs pat lyuen bi pe orrible sinne of pnytrye 
And constreyned wemmen ^e somme time his owen wif f or 
his childe as done pes baudes to 3elden hem a serteine 
rente of her bodely putrye U Certes pes bien cursed 
sinnesf [887] U Ynderstandep eke pat aduoutre is sette 
gladly in pe ten commandementes f by-tuex peft & man- 
slawhter Tor it is pe gretest peft pat may bef For it 
is pe pefte of body & soulef [8SS] & it is ylike 
homicide for it keruepe a tuo' & brekep atuo hem 
pat first weren ymaked fiesche And pere-fore by pe olde 
lawe pei scholde be sleynef [889] ^ Bot napeles be 
pe lawe of ihesu crist pat is pe lawe of pite whan he 
seide to pe womman pat was fou[?z]den in aduoutre f 
and scholde haue slawe with stones after pe wili of pe 
lewes as was her lawe f U Go quod ihesu criste & haue no 
more wiH to do sinne f or willen no more to do sinne f 
[890] Sopely pe vengeance of advoutre is awarded 
to pe peyne of heHf bot it bue distroubled 
be penance. [891] If 3ette bien pere mo spyces of pis cursed 
sinne as whan pat one of hem is religious or elles hope f 
Or of folke pat bien entred vnto order as subdecane 
& deken f or preste or hospitaleres f And euer pe hyer pat 
he is in ordre pe gretter is pe sinne f [892] H pe 
pinges pat gretely agregen his sinne is pe brekeinge 
of his av.owe of chastite whan he receyuep ordre 
[893] U And forpere ouere sope is pat holy holy ordere is chef 
of al pe tresoure of godf & his especial sinne & merke 
of chastite to schewe pat pei bien loyned to chastite f 
whiche pat is pe most precious lif pat is [894] IT And 
eke pes ordred folke bien specialy titlyd to god f = & of pe 
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special meyne of godf = ffor wMche whan fei done dedely 
sinne J>ei Men ]?e special traytowrs of god & of his 
peplef for fe leven of J»e peple to preie for )?e peplef 
If And while fere biene suche traitours Here preyer3 availef 
nouht to J?e peple [895] H Pristes bien as aungels as by 
fe dignete of here mysterief ffor sope seint Poule 
seijjef fat Sathanas transformepe him in Angel of 
lihtef [896] IF Sopelye pe preste pat hauntep 
sinne may bue lykned to pe angel of derkenesse 
transformed in pe Angel of lyht f H He semep an Angel 
of lihtf Bot for sope he is an AngeH of derknesse 
[897] U Suche prestes bien pe so?znes of of Belye. As 
schewepe in pe boke of Kynges pat pei weren pe 
sonnes of belial pat is pe denel f [898] Belyall is to seyne 
wzt/iowten lugef & so faren pei hem penken 
pei bien fre & han none luge no more pan hape a fre 
boH pat takep whiche kowe pat him likep in pe 
tounef [899] so faren pei bue wymmenf ffor riht as a 
fre boH is ynouhe for al a toune ^Eiht so is a wykked 
pn'ste corruped ynowhe for al a parische or al a 
contre // [900] pes prestes as seine pe boke ne 
konne nouht mynisterye of prestehode to pe peple f ne god 
ne knowep hem nouht f pei ne halde hem not apaide as seipe 
pe boke of solpen flesche pat was to hem offred f *[[ Bot pei 
toke be force pe flesche pat is rowef [901] Certes riht so 
pes schrewes ne holden hem nou3t apaiede of Eoste flesche 
& sopen flesche wip p® whiche pe- peple fedden hem in 
grete reuerence f Bot pei woH haue rowe flesche as mennes 
wyves & here douhtern f [902] And certes pes 
wemmen pat consenten to here harlotries done grete 
wronges to criste & to holy chirche & to all halowes & 
to al sowelsf ffor pei be-reven al pes him pat schold 
worschipen criste & holy cherche & pray fo[r] aH cristen 
sowles f [903] And pe^-fore haue suche prestes & hei^ 
lemmans eke pat consenten to here lycherye pe malison 
of pe courte cristen til pei comme to amendement . 
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[904] U fe fred spice of aduontre is smntiirie betwene 
a man & his wif & J?at is whan fei taken no rewarde 
in here assemblynge hot onely in his ffleschely delite as 
seij) seinfce leromf [905] & ne reken of nojjinge hot 
att fei bien assembled be cause fei bien ymaridef 
al is good ynouhe as finke]) to hem f [906] Bot in suche 
folk hafe fe deuel pouere as seide fe Angel Eaphael 
to thobie . = ffor in hire assemblynge pei pnten oute iheus 
criste . of here hert & 3aff hem self to al ordowr 
[907] U Je ferfe spice is fe assemblynge of hem fat bien 
of her kinrede or of hem fat bien of one affinite or 
elles wif hemf with whiche hire fadres or here kinred 
haf e deled wyf f e inne f e sinne of licherie f f is sinne makef 
hem like houndes fat taken no kepe of kinred f 
[908] U And certes Parentela is in tuo maners owf er 
gostelyf of ere flesslyef Gostly as for to delen wif her 
gossebes. [909] For riht so as he [. . . . . . . , 

. . . 710 gap in the MS.] is his godfader f he is his fader 
spirituele t For whiche a womman male in no lesse sinne 
assemble wif hire gossib fat w^'t^ hire owen ffleschely 
broferef [910] U fe fifte spice is filke abhomynable 
sinne of whiche fat no man vnnefes ouht write or 
spekef U iN'efeles it is openly rehersed in holy writtef 

[911] [• 

no gap in the MS.] 

to speke of orrible sinne f certes holy writte may not bue 
defoulede nomore fan fe sonne. fat schinef on a 
mexen. [912] ^ Anofere sinne fat pertinef to licherye fat 
co?7zmef in slepeingef & fis sinne commef oft to hem 
fat biene maydens f And eke to hem fat bien corrupt 
U & fis sinne men clepen poUucione fat commef in .iiij. 
maners f [913] somme time of a languysseinge of bodye for 
fe humers bien to rank & abundant in fe body 
of a man f Sumtyme for f e infermete for f e f eblenesse of f e 
vertue retentif as phisik makef mencionf Somtim for 
forfete of mete & drinkef [914] And sume time for 
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violence fouhtes fat Men enclosed in mannes mynde 
•whan he gofe to slepe whiche may not hue with outen 
sinne f For whiche he may no3t kepe him wiselye f or elles 
maie men sinne ful greuously 

[The Bemedy against Lechery. 1 

[915] ^ JSTowe <}omeJ> remedy a3eines lycherye & fat 
is generaly chastite & continence f fat re- 
freynef. ^al J>e disordeine meneinges fat comen 
of fiesscly talante3 f [916] And enere f[e] grete merite 
shal he haue fat moste restreynef f e wykkede eschau- 
feinges of ordur of fis sinne f & fis is in tuo 
maners f fat is for to seyn f chastite of Mariage & chastite 
of wydewhede f// [9 1 7] iNow schalt f on knowe fat 
matrimony is leful assemblynge of man & 
womman fat receyue be vertne of sacrament fe 
bande f oruhe whiche f ei maie not bu departed al here 
lif f fat is to sey whiles f ei leuen bof e f 
[918] U 'fis is as seife fe boke a ful gret sacrament f 
God maked it as .1. haue seide in paradise i & wolde him 
self bu borne in mariage f [9 1 9] ^ And for to halowen mariage 
he was at wedynge where as he torned water vnto 
wyne f whiche was f e firste miracle fat he wrouhte here in 
erf e befor his deciples f [920] -trewe effecte of 
Mariage clensef fornicacionf & replenyschef holy 
chirche of good lignagef for as j>e ende of Mariage 
& it chaungef dedly sinne in to veniale be-twex 
hem fat biene wedded f Sq makef f e hertes alone . 

[ no gap in the MS.'\ 

[921] fis is fe verrey maryage fat is ystabist be 
god i ere fat sinne beganne f whan natural lawe was in his 
riht pointe in paradise II And it ordeynede fat man 
schold haue bot o womman f & o wo??2man bott o manf 
as seif seint Austine be mony resones f 

[922] first for fat Mariage is figured betuex man & 
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holy chirclief And pat ojjere is for aiiian is fe hede of 
pe wo??^lllan algate be ordinance it scholde be so f 
[923] IT For if a womman had mo men pan onef pan 
schold sche haue mo hedes pan onef & pat were an 
orrible pinge to for godf U An eke one womiRm ne 
myht nonht pleise to mony folke att onesf And also 
pere ne scholde nener be pes ne rest amonges hem f fFor 
eueryche wold axe his owen pinge f [924] And 
forper more no man schold knowe his owen en- 
gendrure ne who scholde haue his heritage f And pe 
womman scholde pe lasse be louede ffro pe time pat 
sche were comune to mony men f 

[925] IF ^owe commep howe pat aman scholde here him 
wip his wiff & namely in tuo pinges pat is to 
seye in suffrance & in reuerence f And pat schewd first criste 
whan he maade first womman f [926] ffor he maad hir 
nouht of p® hede of Adam for sche scholde non3t haue to 
grete lordschipef [927] ffor pere as p® womman hape pe 
maystre sche makep to mekel disarayef pere nede none 
ensamples of pzs IF Thexperience of pis day be day 
ouhte suffice [928] ^ Also certes god ne maad no3t 
womma?2 of pe foote of Adam f ffor sche schold nou3t be 
holden to lowe ffor sche cannot paciently suffur f = Bot god 
maad womma?z of pe ribbe of Adam . ffor womman scholde 
be felawe vnto man f [929] IF A man schold here him to his 
wif in feipe in troupe & in louef as seipe seint 
Poule f pat aman schol loue his wif f As criste louep 
holy chirche pat loued it so wele pat he dyed for it f 
80 schal aman for his .wif If it were nede 

[930] IF ]N"owe howe pat a womma?2 schold be soubiette 
to her* Husbonde pat tellep seint Peter* f [. . . no gap 
in the MS.] [931] And eke as seipe pe decree . A womman 
as longe as sche ' is a wyf sche hape non 
auctorite to swere ne to here wittenesse wip out en leue of 
here husbonde pat is hire lorde it scholde be so 
by resonf [932] Sche scholde eke serue him in aH 
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honeste & ben atempre of liere ^arayef T. wote wele 
fat f ei scholden sette hire entente to plese her hus- 
bondes bot not by here qweyntise of araye f [933] IT Seint 
leromf seiff fat wyues fat bien appareled in silke 
ne mowen nouht clofen hem in ihesu 

cristef [. . . no gap in the MS.] 

[934] Seint gregori seif eke fat no wight sekef 
precious araye bot onely veinglorie to be 
hono2^red fe more to for fe peplef [935] IF It is a grete 
foly a womn^a?^ to hane a grete araye ontewarde and 
her^ self bue foule inwarde f [936] A wif scholde eke be 
mesurable in lokeynge & in bereinge & in lawheingef 
& discrete in al here wordes & here dedesf [937] and 
abouen al werldly f inges sche scholde loue her honsbonde 
wif al her hertf & to him be trewe of hire bodyef 
[938] So schold an husbond eke be trewe vnto his wif f 
ffor sefine fat al fe body is fe hosbondesf so schold 
her hertes bienf Or elles fere is be tuex hem tuof as in 
fat no parfit mariage [939] ^ fan schal aman vnder- 
stonde fat for f re f inges aman & his wif aman & his wif 
mowen assemblenf IT fe first is in entente of engen- 
drure of children to f e seruice of god f If For certes fat is 
fe cause fynal of Matrymoynef [940] Anofere is to 
3elde eueryche of hem to of ere fe dette of his bodyef 
ifor neyfere of hem haf powere of his owen bodyef 
The fredde is to eschiew lichery & velanyef 
IF fe ferfe forsofe is dedly sinnef [941] IT As to fe 
first it is meritorye f = f e secu?^de also f ffor as seif e f e 
decree. IF fat chasif merite of chastite fat 3eldef to 
her husbonde f e dette of hire bodye f 30 f ouhe it be 
a3eine hir lykeinge & fe lust of here hertef [942] ^ fe 
fred manere is veniale An trewly scarcely maye 
any of fes bue -with outen venial sinne for fe 
coryupcion & for y delitef [943] IT fe ferfe 
mane?'e is for to vnderstonde f and if f e assemble onelye for 
amerous loue & for none of fe forseide causes bot 
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for accomplice^ filke birneinge delitef pei rekken 
liGuer howe often sofely it is a dedelysynnef *[F And 3itte■w^th 
sorwe som folke wiH peynen hem more pan 
her appetite suffri]) f 

[944] ^ fe secunde Manere of chastief is to he 
aclene wydowe & to eschewe fenbraseinge of man f 
& to desiren penbrasinges of ihesu crist f [945] ^ Thes 
bien fo fat haue hue wyves f & haue for gone here hus- 
bondes ^ And eke wemmen pat haue done lycherye & bien 
releued by penance f [946] And certez if J?at a wif 
coupe keper al chaste be lycence of hire husbonde so 
pat sche nere none occasion pat he a-gilte it 
were to hire a grete merit ef [947] ^ Thes manere 
of wemmen pat obseruen chastite moste bue clene in herte 
as wele as in body f & in pouht f & mesurable in clopeinge 
& in countenance f Absti?2ent in etynge & 
drinkeinge in spekeinge // & in dede f & pan is sche pe 
vessel of pe boyste of pe blissed Magdalene pat 
- fulfillep holy chirche ful of good odoure f [948] IT pe predde 
maner chastite is virginitef IT And it be-houep pat sche 
be holy in herte & clene of bodyf pan is sche- 
spouse to ihesvL crist f IF And sche is pe lif of Angels f 
[949] sche is pe preiseinge of pis werld f And sche is as 
pes martires iii Eegalite f Sche hape in hire pat tunge may 
not teHf [950] virginite bare oure lorde 
iliesu crist & virgine was him self f 

[951] ^ Anopere remede a3eines licherie is to 
wip draw suche pinges pat ^euen occacion to pilke 
velany f As ese . & eteynge & drinkeinge f ffor certez whan, 
ipe potte boylep strongelye pe best remedye is to with- 
drawe p^ fire ^[952] SlejDeinge lange in grete quiete is eke a grete 
norische to licherye f 

[953] ^ Anopere remedye a^eines lycherie is pat a 
womman or a man eschiewe compaignye of hem be 
wiche he doutep to be tempted f ffor albeit so pat pe 
dede be wM-stande 3ite is pere grete temptacionef 
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[954] Sofely a wMte watt al]?otilie it birne nonlit 
ffnUy be stykynge of a candel f 3it is fe wal blakke of J?e 
leyte [955] ful oft timef IF J. rede fat noman trnste in 
Ms owen perfeccione f bot be be st[r]onger fan Sampson . 
Holiere fan Dauid . wiser fan Salomon 

[956] ^ 'Eowe after fat .1. baue declared 3owe as .1. can 
of f e vij. dedely sinnes and snme of bere brauncbes & 
ber remedies f Sofe iff y. confe .1. wolde tel 30we fe 
ten. commandementes f [957] Bot so bibe a dottrine .1. lete to 
devines f ]!^af eles .1. bope to god f ei bien tpucbed in f is 
tretise enerycbe of bem aH 



[958] 

w 



De .2^. part* ]^emtencie 



Ow for as mucbe as fe secunde parte of penitef 
^-H stant in confessiozm of monfef as .1. began in fe 
cbapetre f I. seye seint Aiistine seif e f 
[959] Sinne is enery worde & enery dede & al fat 
men coueyten a3eines fe lawe of ihesu cristef and fis 
for to sinne in berte in mouf e & in dede . be fine .v. 
wittes fat bien sibt bereinge smelinge tasteinge 
or saneringe & feleinge. [960] IT .NTowe is it goode to 
vnderstond f e circumstance fat aggregen mncbel euery 
sinne [961] IT fou scbalt consider wbat fon ert fat dost 
fe sinne wbefe?'e fou be male or female, ^onge or 
olde . gentil or f ratt . free or seruant bole or seke f 
wedded or sengel . orderde or nou3t wise or fool . 
Gierke or seculerf [962] if scbe be of fi kinred bodely 
or gostely or nonef If any of fi kinred baue sinned 
wif bire or none f & mony moo f iiiges f 

[963] ^ fe of ere circumstance is fisf wbefer it be 
done in fornicacione or none f Or in aduoutre f or inceste or 
none f Mayden or none f In manere of bomicide or none 
orrible grete sinne or smal. An bowe longe fou 
C072 tinned in si?^ne = [964] f® fred circu??^stance is 
fe place wbere fou baste done sinne f Wbefere in of ere 
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mennes hons or in fine owen In felde or in cherclie or in 
chirclie hawe In chirclie dedicate or none f 
[965] Por if J?e clierclie were halo wed and man or womman 
spilled his kinde in wij? fat place be waye of sinne or be 
wykked temptacione fe cbircbe were enterditedf til it 
were reconsiled be fe Bischopf [966] And fe pnste 
scbolde be enterdited fat dide sucbe a velanye to terme of al bis 
lif f he scholde no more singe masse f & if he dide he schold do 
dedely sinne f att euerj time at enery time att he sange masse f 
[967] IT f© ferfe circumstance is be whiche mediat- 
ours as be messangeres or for enticement or for enticeme?2t or for 
consentment to here compaigne wif felawschipef ffor 
mony a wrecche for to here compaigny wil go to fe 
deuel of hell [968] IT For fei fat eggen or con- 
senten to fe sinne Men partiners of fe sinne & 
of f e dampnacion of f e sinner 

[969] ^ fe .V. isf ho we monye times 
fat he haf sinned f & it be in his mynde f & howe oft 
fat he hafe faHf [970] ffor he fat oft fallef in sinne 
dispicef fe mercie of godf And encresef his sinne 
& is vnkinde to godf & he wexef fe more feble 
to wifstonde sinne f and sinnef fe more lyhtlyer 
[971] ^and fe latter arisef f and is fe more eschewe 
to schriven him & namely to him fat hafe bue his Con- 
fessowrf// [972] ffor whiche fat folke when fei faH a^eine 
in here olde folyes oft fei for-leten here confessoz^/'S 
al vtteiiye or elles fei departen her serif t in diners 
place f Bot sof ely suche departed schrift desenef no 
mercy of god of his sinnesf [973] IT fe vj^ Circum- 
stance is f is f whi fat a man sinnef as be whiche temptacion f 
And if him self procure fiik temptacione or be ex- 
citinge of of ere folke or if f ou sinne wif a womma?^ be 
force or be hir owen assent [974] or if fe womman 
niawgre hire hede hafe bue enforced or none Ipis 
schal 36 teUf ffor coueiise or for pouertef & 
if it was here procureinge or none & suche manere 
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liarneys [975] ^ j)Q .vij. circumstance is in what 
manere lie liaf done his sinne or none or howe fat he ha]? 
suffryd howe folke han don to hire i [976] of f e same schal 
J?e man tel pleynely al circumstance & where 
he haj) sinned f with commune bordel wymmen or none 
[977] or done his sinne in holy times or nonef in fast- 
inge times or none or be-forne his schrift or aftere his latter 
schrift [978] & ha])® -par aduenture broken fere-fore his 
penance enioyned. by whos & whos consel. by 
sorcery or craft f al must be ~ tolde [979] fes 
finges after fat fei bien grete & smale Engregen fe 
conscience of manf & eke fe freste fat is 
f i luge may f e better bue avised of his lugement in 
jeueinge of fine pena^^ncef And fat is after fine contricionef 
[980] IF For vnderstandef wele fat after f e time fat aman 
haf e defouled his Baptime by sinne if he wil comme to 
saluacionf fere is none of ere weye bot be penytence 
& schrift & satisf actione . [981] And namely by fo tuof 
if fere be a confessoi^r to whiche he may schriue him 
IF And f e f red if he haue lif to perf orme it f 

[982] fan schal man loke & consider if he 
wil make a trewe & prc'fitable confessione fere 
moste bue foure co?zdiciones f = [983] Firste it must be in 
sorwful bitternesse of hert IF As seif e f e kinge ezechiel f = To 
god .1. wil remembre me al ^e 3eres of my lif in 
bitternesse of myne herte f [984] IF f is condiciown of bitter- 
nesse hafe .V. signesf fe first is fat confession most 
be schamefaste not for to kouerne ne to hiden his sinne f = 
bot for he haf a-gilte his god & defouled his soulef 
[985] And here of seif seinte Austinef IF The hert 
travailef for schame of his sinne f & for he hafe grete 
schamf astnes ■ he is digne to haue grete mercye f 
[986] whiche was fe confession of fe puplicane fat 
wolde not heue vp his ey^en to heuen f ffor he hadde 
offended god of heuen f ffbr whiche schamf astnesse he 
had anone fe mercy of god [987] IF And ferefore seif 
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seint Austine . fat suclie scliamefast folke bien next 
for-jenenesse & remission [988] IF pat ojere signe is 
humilite of confessione f of wliiclie seife seint Petre . 
YmbleJ? 30W vnder pe miht of of god f IF J>e lionde of god 
is myliti in confession 5 For Iperehj god fo[r]3eueJ» fe 
sinnesf for lie alon ba]? pe poweref [989] &; fis 
hnmylite schal be in herte & in signe ontewardef For 
riht as be haf bumylite to god in bis berte. Eibt so 
scbold be bumblen bis body outwarde to pe preste ]>at sittej) 
in igoddes place f [990] for wbicbe in no manor sepen J>at 
crist is sonereignef & ]?e preste mene & mediatowr be 
tuex criste & pe sinner f And pe sinner is pe last 
be weie of resownf [991] pan scbolde not p® sinner sitte 
also bibe as bis confessowr bot knele be-forne bim or att 
bis fete bot if malady distonrbe it f for be scbal not take 
kepe wbo sittep pere bot in wos place pat be sittepf 
[992] If A man pat bap trespassed to alorde & commepe to 
axe mercye f & maken bis accorde & sitte bim donne anone 
by pe lorde f men wolde bolde bim outrageous & noubt 
■vvorpi so sone to baue remissione ne mercye f [993] IT pe 
.iij. signe is pat pi scbrift scbolde be ful of teres if 
nianmay wepe f Andif manmaie not wepe Tvip bis bodely ey3en 
lat bim wepe in bis berte f [994] Sucbe was pe confessione 
of seinte Peter f ffor after pat be badde for saake ihesu criste 
be went oute & weppet ful bitterly f [995] IT pef iiij. 
signe is pat be let not for bis scbame to scbewe 
bis confessione. [996] Sucbe was pe confession of pe 
Magdaleyn for scbe spared for no scbame of bem pat weren 
att pe fest for to go to oure lorde ihesu. criste f & be-knowe 
to bim bire sinne [997] ^ pe .v.*® signe pat aman 
or womman be obeisant to receyue pe penance pat 
is bim enioynedef IT For certes ibesu criste for 
pe giltes of man was obediente to pe dope 

[998] ^ pe secunde condicion of verreye confessi[on] 
is pat it be bastily donef For certes if aman bad a 
dedly wounde euer pe langer pat be tariep to wariscbe 
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him selff fe more wolde it corruptef and haste him to 
his defe & eke Je wounde wolde he fe wers for to 
hele f// [999] And riht so faref sinne fat longe 
time is in a man vnschewdef [1000] Certes aman oiiht 
hastely to schewe his sinne for mony cause as for drede 
of defe Jjat comme]? oft sodanly f & is in no certeine what 
time it schal he ne in no place f and eke fe drecchinge 
of o si?zne drawej? ine anojjere [looi] & eke fe longer 
fat he tariej? y ferfere is he fro cristef & if he ahide 
vnto his last daye skarsly may he schriue him or 
amend him for his sinnes or repent him for pe 
greuous malady of his depe f [1002] ^ And for as muche as 
he haf nouhte in his lif herkened ihesu criste whan he 
hape spoken vn to himfhe schal crienvnto are lorde ihesu criste 
att his last dayef And scarsely wil he herken him [1003] 
IF Ynder stonde pat 'pis condicione most hane foure pinges f 
pi schrift moste hien p?^rveide he-forne & avised f = 
for wykked haste dope no prophete & pat aman con 
schriue him . of his sinnes he it of pride eypere of en vie f An 
so forpe wip pe spices & pe circumstaunces f [1004] And pat 
he haue comprehended 171 his mynde p® nomhre & pe 
gretnesse of his sinnes f & howe longe pat he hap leyne 
in sinne [1005] & eke pat he hue contrite of his sinnes f 
And in stedfast p?/rpos hy pe grace of god neuere efte to 
fal a-3eine in sinne f And eke pat he drede & contrewaite 
him self pat he flie pe occasione of sinne to whiche he 
is enclined. [1006] IT Also pat pou schal schriue p® of al 
pi sinnes to omanf & nouht parcel mele to oman & 
parcel mele to a nopere man f pat is to vnderstonde in entent 
to part en pine confessione as for schame or drede f for it 
is hot ^hot stranglinge of pine soule IF [1007] For certes ihe^u 
criste is al goodef In him is none imperfeccione f & 
perfore euer he for-3euep perfytlye or elles neuer a 
dele. [1008] ^ I saye note if pou he assigned to pe 
penitancere of certeyne sinne pat pou ert hounden to 
schew him al pe remenant of p^ sinnes of whiche 
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pou hast bne schreTien att J)i Curate f bot if it like fe 
of fine hnmylite ^ fis is no dep(2?'[t]inge of sclireft f = 
[1009] ne .1. saye not Ipere as .1. speke of diuision of confes- 
sione if fat f ou haue lycence for to schriue pe to a discrete 
& an lioneste preste f & where fe likefe // & be pe licence 
eke of pine curate pat pou ne maiste wel scbriue pe 
of al pi sinnes [10 10] bot late no blot bue by-hinde f 
lete no sinne vntolde as fer as pou baste remem- 
brance f [ion] IT And whan pou scbalte bu scbriuen of p' 
Curate . Tel him eke of al pe sinnes pat pou hast done f 
seppe pou were last y-schryuen f as pis is pe wikked entent of 
deuysion of schrift 

[10 1 2] IF Also pe verrey schrift axep certeyne con- 
diciones.= First pat pou schriue pe be pi fre wyl 
nouht constreyned ne for schame of folke ne for malady 
or suche pinges f ^ For it is reson pat he pat trespas 
be his fre wiH [, . , , no gap in the MS.] confesse his 
trespacef [10 13] 'Notlq ope^^e man schatel his sinne 
bot he him self f ne schal no3t nay it or denye his sinne f 
ne wreppe hime a3eines pe preste for his amonyscheynge 
to lete sinne [10 14] ^ pe condicion is pat pi 
schrift be lawful f pat is to sey pou pat schryuep 
pef & eke pe preste pat herep p^ confession Men 
verrei in pe faype of holy cherche [10 15] ^ And pat 
aman be nouht despeirede of pe mercie of ihesu criste f as 
Kayme or ludas [10 16] ^ And eke aman most accuse 
him of his owen trespas f & nouht a noperef bot he 
schal blame & wyten him self of his owen malice of his 
sinne & none opere [10 17] Bot napeles if 
anope?-e man bue encheson or entysep of his sinnes f Or pat if 
pe state of a persons bu suche poruhe whiche his sinne is 
agregede or elles pat he may not pleynely schriuen him 
bot he tel pe persons whiche he hape sinned wip 
pen maye he tel it [10 18] so pat is entent ne be not 
to bakbite pe person! bot onely to declare his con- 
fession f 
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[1019] foTi sclialt not eke make no lesinge in 
fi confessionef ffor linmilite peraduentwre to seie 
fat fou hast done sinnes of whiclie fou were 
neiier gilte [1020] IF For seinte seifef If 
fou because of humylite makest Tesinge 
of ]ji self fonlie fou ne were non3t in sinne a forne 
3it ert fou fan in sinne fomhe fi lessinges [102 1] 
f pou niuste eke schewe fi sinne by fi propre 
moufe bot pou be wax dommef & noulit be no 
letter f ffor j>ou pat bast don sinne Jjou schalt bane 
pe same confesse [1022] IT poii scbalt nou3t eke 
peynte fi confession be faire & subtile wordes to keiier 
pe more pi sinne f ffor pan begiles pou pi self & 
not pe pristef pou most tel it platlye be it 
neuere so foule ne so orriblef [1023] pou scbalt 
scbriue pe eke to a pnste pat is discrete to counseil ps f (fe 
eke pou scbalt noubt scbriue pe for yeyne glory e ne for 
ypocrisye ne for no cause bott onely for pe doute of 
ihesvL cristef & p® bele of pi soulef [1024] IF pou 
scbalt not eke rinne to pe pnste al sodenly to tel bi??^ 
pine sinne as wbo so tellep a lape or a tale*, bo 
avysyly & wipe grete deuocyonf [1025] & generaly 
scbriue pe ofte. ^^if often fali of arise be 
confessionef [1026] & if pou scbriue pe ofter 
pan ones of sinne of wbicbe pou baste bue schryuen it is 
pe more merite & as seipe seint Austine f pou 
scbalte baue pe more lybtly relesinge & pe grace of god 
bope of sinne & of peynef [1027] An certes ones a 
3 ere att pe lest weye it is lawful for to bue bouselde i for 
sopely ones al pinges renouellen f 

Ds SatisfacciO9i0 
[1028] 

NOw baue .1. tolde of verrey confession pat is pe 
secunde pa?'te of penitence f 
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[1029] f J)e fredde parte of penitence is satisfaccione f & 
pat stant generaly in almes & in 

bodely peynef [1030] ]N"owe Men fere. prey 
manere of almes f contrzcion of hert fat a man 
opeTznef him self to godf Anoferef is to haue pete of 
fe . def ante of Ms neylibowrs f IT f .e fred is in 
3eueinge good counsel & co???iort gostly & bodelye where men 
haue nedef & namely in sustinance of mannes foodef 
[103 1] & take kepe fat a man liafe nede of fes 
finges generalyf he hafe nede of foode of 
clofinge of herboruhef he hafe nede of charitable 
consely?ig & avisetinge in prison f & maladyef & 
sepulture of his dede bodyef [1032] & if fou maiste not 
viset f e nedefoH wif f i persone f viset him wif 
messages & fi 3eftesf// [1033] fes bien fe general 
almes & werkes of charite of hem fat haf Temperel 
riches or discrecion in counselingef IF Of fes werkes 
schalt fou here of f e dale of dome f 

[1034] fes almos schal fou done of fine owen 
propre finges f And hastely & priuely if fou maiste 
[1035] IT Bot naf eles if fou maye nouht done hit priuelye 
-fou schalt nouht for here to done almos nere adel f ouhe men 
it see f So fat it be nouht ydo for f e f onke of f e werlde f bot 
onelytohaue f e f onke of oure lorde ihesu crista [io36]roras 
"wittenesse seint Mathewe .5. A Cite male not hue hidde 
fat is on a mowntan sette f Ke men lyhten not a lanterne f & 
put it vnder a buscheli f bot men settef it on a candel- 
stik to lyhten fe men in fe house f [1037] Eiht 
so schal 30ure liht aforne men fat fei male 
scene 3oure good werkes f and glorifien 3oure fader fat is in 
heuen 

[1038] IT 'NowQ as to speke of bodely peine it stant in 
preyer. in wakeinges in fas tinge & in vertuus 
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teclieinge of orisons [1039] ^ Je schol vnder stonde 
fat orisons or preyers is for to seye a pytous wil of 
liert fat redresse]? in god & expressej) be wofde 
outewarde to remowe harmesf & to liane finges 
espirituel & durable f & somtyme tempera! finges 
of wbicbe orisones f certez in fe orsones of fe pater nostev 
baf e jhesu criste enclosed most finges f [1040] Certes 
it is pnueleged of J>rey finges in bis dignite For wbicbe 
it is more digne fan any ofere preyeref ffor fat ihesu 
crist bim self maked it f [i 041] & it is scborte for it scbolde 
be konde more libtlye & for to wife-bolde it 
more esily in bertef cfe belpen bem self fofftei^ wif 
f orison! [1042] And for aman scbold be fe lasse were 
to sey it f And for a man may noiibt excusen bim to leren 
it for it is so scbort & so Esye & for it comprebendif in it 
selfe al goode preyers f [1043] IF fe exposiciown of fis 
boly preyer fat is so excellent & digne J. be-take to 
f es Maystres of Theologie saue f us mucbe wil .1. seyne f 
fat wban fou preyesfc. ^fat god scbold for 3euen fe fi 
giltes as fou for^euest ham^ fat agilten fe be ful 
wilf war fat fou be not oute of cbaritef [1044] IF fis 
boly orison amenusef eke venyal sinnef And ferefor 
it appertenef specialy to penytence f p ms. h^m] 

[1045] ^ I'ls preyer most bu trewly seide in 
verray faife & fat men prey to god ordinatelyf dis- 
cretely & deuoutely f • ^ Alweye aman scbal put bis wille 
to be subiecte to fe wil of godf [1046] IT fis orison 
most eke be seide witJi grete bumblesse & pure 
bonestly . & noubt to anoyance of any man f or womman . 
IT It moste eke be continued with f ® werkes of cbarite f = 
[1047] I^ avaylef eke a3eynes f e vices of f e soule f IT For as 
seife seint leromf Be fastinge bien saued fe vices of 
flescbe f & be preiers f e vices of soule f 

[1048] After fis fou scbalt vnderstand fat 
bodely peyne stant in wakeynge f IF For ihesu criste seife f 
wakef & pmyef fat 30 ne enter in wikked 
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temptacione . [1049] ?® sclioln vnder stand pat ffast- 
inge stant in fre finges f = In for beringe of bodely mete 
& drinke f & in for beringe of werldly lolytees f & in f or- 
beringe of dedely sinnef fis is to seye pat aman scbal 
kepe him fro dedely sinne f wif al bis mybt f 

[1050] ^ And poll scbalt ynderstand eke pat god 
ordeyned fastinges f And to fastinges appartenen .ilij. 
pingesf [105 1] largenesse to poner folkef Gladnesse of 
hert espirituel : non3bt to be angred ne to be anoyed f ne 
to groccbe for he fastep f and also att resonable owre for to 
ete be mesnre f pat is to saye pat aman schold nonht eten in 
vntyme ne sitte pe langer att his table for he 
fastep f 

[1052] U pan schalt pon vnderstand pat bodely 
peyne stant in discipline or techeinge be worde or be 
writeinge f or by ensample f Also in wereinge of h eyres eypere 
of Stamyne f eyp[er]e of haberione on here naked flesshe for 
cristesake &suchemanere pena«^ncesf [1053] Botware pe wele 
pat suche manere penawnces make noti3t pine herte 
bitter or angry anoyed of pine self H For better is to kast 
awaie pine heire pan for to cast awey pe swettnes of oure 
lordef ihesu criste [1054] IT And perefore seipe seinte ponlef 
Clope 30we as pei pat bien chosen of god in hert of 
mysericorde debonarte f suffrance . And suche maner of 
clopingef of whiche ihesu criste is more appaied pan of 
heyre or of Aberion f 

[1055] U pan is discipline eke in knokynge on 
p* brestef in scduregeinge with 3erdes in knelyinge in 
tribulacions f [1056] In snffringe paciently wronges pat 
bien done to him f & eke in pacient suffrance of Maledies 
or lesinge of werldly Catelf or wyf or childe or 
opere frendes f 

{1057] ^ pan schal pou "vnderstande wiche pinge 
distourben penance f & pis is in pre maners pat is 
drede schame hopef & wanliopef pat is desperacione f 
[1058] And for to speken firste of drede f for whiche he 

LANSDOWNE 695 (6-T. 68l) 



SIX-TEXT 682 

696 GROUP I. § 2. parson's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

wene]) fat lie may suffur no penawnce [1059]' Ipere 
a3eiiies is remedye for to finke fat bodely ipenaunGe is 
bot schort & lytel att f e regard of f e peyne of heH fat 
is cruel & so longe fat it lastef wif outen ende f 

[1060] U ^ow a^eines fe schame fat aman hafe to 

schryuep. him f [ 

710 gap 171 

the if /SI] [106 1] A^eines fe schame schal a man finke fat 
by f e waye of resown fat lie fat haf e nouht bue ascliamed to 
do foule fingesf Certes him ouhte not ^bue aschamed to 
do faire f inges & goode f inges f & fat is confessions i [1062] 
Aman schold finke fat god sefe & wote al his 
fouhtes & his werkesf to him maie nofinge bu 
hudde ne couerdef [1063] Men scholde eke remembre 
hem of f e schame fat is to come att f ® daie of dome to 
hem fat biene nou3t penitence & lif in p7'esent 
lif f [1064] U For al f e creatures in heuen in erfe & in heH 
scholne seen apertely al fat hiden in f is werlde f 

[1065] ]^owe for to speke of fe hope of hem fat 
bien so neclygent & slowe to schriuen ham it stant in 
tuo niane?*sf [1066] fat on isf fat he hopef to leue 
longe f & for to p^ircllase muchel riches for his delite 
& fan he wil schriue hime as he seifef 
he maie as him semef timely ynouhe comme to schrifte f 
[1067] U Anofere is of f e surquydrye fat he haf e in haf e in 
cristes mercyef [1068] And a3eines fe first he schal finke 
fat oure lif is in no sekernessef & eke fat al fe 
reches in f e werlde bien in aduenture & passinge as a 
schadowe on a wal [1069] ^ And as seif e seinte Gregorie i 
fat it appartenef to f e grete rihtwisnesse of god f fat 
neuere schal fe peine stinte of hem fat neuere 
wolde wit/idrawe hem fro sinne here fankes bot 
euer continue in sinne f U For f ilke perpetuele wil to do 
sinne scholne f ei haue perpetuel peyne f 

[1070] U Whanhope is in tuo maners U fe first whan- 
hope is in fe mercye of cristef fat of ere is fat fei 
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fenke fat fei myht noulit longe perseuerne in good- 
nessef [1071] ^ fe first wanhope commep of pat lie 
demep fat he haf sinned so gretelyf so ofte & so 
longe lyggen in sinne fat lie schal noulit be sauedef 
[1072] U Certe^ a3eines fat cursed wanhope he schold 
finke fat fe passion of ihesu criste is more stronge fol' 
to vnbynde f fan sinne is for to binde f 
[1073] U And a3eines fe secunde wanhope f he schal finke 
pat as oft as he fallefe he schal arisen be penitence f 
And f ouhe he neuer so longe haue lyen in sinne f f e 
mercye of criste is alwey redy to receyuen him to mercy e * 
[1074] H A3eynes fe wanhope fat he demef fat he 
schold nouht longe perseuere in goodnes f He schal finke 
fat fe febelne of fe deuel may nofinge done bot 
men wil suffr en him ^[1075]^ And eke he schal haue streynkef 
of god & of al holy chirche & of fe 
proteccions of Angels if him luste f 

[1076] U fan schol men vhdirstande what is fe 
f ruyte of pena?/nce as after f e worde of ihesu criste i It is 
fe Endeles blisse of heuen [1077] fere loye hafe none 
contrariouste of woo ne greua^zce fere all harmes bien 
passed of f is present lif f = fere as is f ® sekemesse fro 
f e peyne of heH f = fere as f e blisful compaignie fat 
reioysen hemeuermoref Eueryche of of eres loyef [1078] fere 
as f® body of man pat whilom was foule & derkef is 
more clere fan is f e so?^ne U fere as whilom f e body, 
was seeke & frelef & mortale is vnmortalef & 
so strange & so holef fat fere maye no finge empeyre 
itf [1079] f®^^ ^s neyfere is hunger furst ne coldef 
Bot euery soule ' replenyschef witJi f e siht of f e perfit 
knoweynge of god. [1080] H fis blisfuH Eegne may man 
pwrchace be pouerte espiritueli & fe glorie be lowe- 
nessef fe plentee of loye be hunger* & ferstef & fe 
reste be trauayle f & f ® lyf be def f & mortificacione of 
sinne f 
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To f ilke lif he vs bringe fat bouht vs wif his precioiis 
blode AmeK / 

Explicit Fabnla. Rectoris 

Composito huins libri Mc capit licenciam. suam. 
[loSi] 
-^ -^Y^Ow preye .1. to hem aft fat herken fis litel tretis 

^^ or rede f fat if fere hue any f inge in it fat likef 
^ hemf fat fere of fei fonken oure lorde ihesu 
J^ 1 criste of whome procedef ail wite & al goodenesse . 
[1082] U And if fere be any finge fat displesen hem J. 
preye hem' also fat f ei arette it to fe defante of myne 
vnkonynge : & n[ot] to my wiH . fat wolde fulfeyne 
haue seide better, if .1. hadd konyngef [1083] For oure 
booke seyfe al fat is wreten is writen for oure 
doctrme & fat is myne entent [1084] H Whare for J. 
be seke 30we mekely att f e mercye of god f fat 30 praye for 
me / fat criste haue mercie on me f & forjeue me my 
gultes'f [1085] And namely of my translaciones & endite- 
ynges of werldly vanytees U f e whiche .1. reuoke in my re- 
tractions [1086] II As is / f e booke of Troyles - U The booke 
also of fame fe booke , of xv ladyes H f e 
booke of fe Duchesse f fe booke of seint valentynes 
day & of f e parlement of birdes U f e tales of Cantur- 
bury filke fat soune7^ in to sinne [1087] U fe booke 
of f e lyon f And moni anof ere booke if* fei were in myne 
rememibrauTZce & mony a songe i & mony a lycherous 
laye f fat Criste for his grete Mercy for^eue me f e sinne 
[1088] U Bot of f e translacioune of Boyce de Consolacione - 
U And of ere bokes of legendis of seintis i And omelyes 
& moralytef & deuocionsi [1089] fat fonke J. oure 
lorde ie^u criste & his blissed moder & al fe 
seintes of heuenf [1090] besecheinge hem ^ fat fei from 
hennes forfe vnto my lyues ende sende me grace to 
beweyle my giltesf & to stody to saluacione of my 
soulef And graunt me grace of verrei penance con- 
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fessione & satisfacciou?^ to done in ]jis present lif. 
[109 1 ] Jjoruhe fe benigne grace of him fat is kinge of 
kynges. & priste of aH pnstesf fat bouht vs 
wif fe precious blode of his herte [1092] so fat J. may 
bie one of hem att f e daye of dome fat schal be saued . 
to receyue fe blisse fat euere schal last wifouten ende. 
Amen. 

Explicit 
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[Christ Church MS. 152.] ^^'^^^l^^^^.llfj^* 

H Sire Nonnes preest cure hoost seyde a none 

y-blessed be thy breth & euery stoone 

This was a mery tale of Chaunteclere 

But be my trouthe if thou were secnlere 

Thow woldeste bene a tredefoul a right 

ffor if thow hane corage as thou haste myght 

The were nede of hennes as I wene 

Ye moo than .vij. tymes seventene 

See whiche braunnes hath this gentel preeste 

So grete a nekke & so large a breeste 

He loketh as a Sparhauke with his yen 

Hym nedeth nat his colour for to dyen [leaf 174 sign. k. s] 

with Brasile ne with Greyne of Portyngale / 

Now sire faire falle yow for youre tale 

And af tir he with futt mery chere 

Saide vnto a nother as ye shuUe here 

Here is ended the Nonnes prestes tale 

And folowith the prologe of the Maunciples tale 
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Pagb 

1. End of the Merchanfs Tale, Group E, § 4, 

I. 2319—2418, from the Harleian MS. 1758, 
with 8 spurious lines after 1. 2353 (p. 3*), 
2 spurious lines after 1. 2366, and 4 after 
1. 2376. (See p. 473 S-T, p. 350* above) ... l*-3* 

2. The Merchanfs End-Link, Group E, § 5, p. 476 

Six-Text, from the Additional MS. 5140, in 
the British Museum. ('Twduld have foUowd 
p. 475 8-T, (or 3*) above, had it been in the 
Lansd. MS.) .... 4* 

3. The Clerk-Merchant Link, Group E, § 3, p. 442 

Six-Text, from Eoyal MS. 17 D xv, in the 
British Museum. It would have followd p. 
320 Lans, above, had it been in the Lansd. MS. 5* 

4. The Squire's Head-Link, Group F, § 1, p. 478 

Six-Text, from the Additional MS. 5140, in 
the British Museum. It would have come 
next before p. 194 above, instead of the 
Man-of-Law — Shipman Link, p. 193, had it 
been in the Lansd. MS. and the Tales in right 
order ... ... ... ... ... ... 6* 

5. The Squire-Franklin Link, Group E, § 3, p. 498-9 

Six-Text, from the Addit. MS. 5140 Brit. 
Mus. 'Twould have followd p. 212 above — 
see the spurious Links, or ending and heading, 
there and on p. 213 — had it been in the MS. 
and the Tales been rightly arrangd ... ... 7*-8* 

6. Drawings of the 23 Tellers of the 24 Ganterhury 

Tales, copied from the EUesmere MS.,^ and 
cut on wood by Mr Hooper. 

7. Drawings of 6 Tellers of 6 Canterbury Tales, — the 

Eeeve, Cook, Monk, Pardoner, Wife of Bath, 
and Manciple — and 6 Allegorical Figures — 
Wrath and Mercy, Gluttony and Abstinence, 
Lechery and Chastity, — from the Cambridge 
University MS., Gg. 4. 27, cut by Mr Hooper. 

^ The EUesmere cuts can be arrangd either in their order in the 
EUesmere MS., or in the Six-Text order of the Tales. In the latter 
they '11 be easier to find. See these two orders on p. 702. 
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1. 

[fforsothe I woti no lengir/ you coiitrarie . [Haxi. 1758, ?/87, hk] 

Kow late vs turne a-geyne to lannarye . 2320 

That in this gardyn with this faire Maye . 

8yngeth full merier/ than the Popyniaye . 

You loue I hest/ and schaH and other/ non . 

So longe a-houte the aleis is he gon . 2324 

Tin he was come ageyns thilke pirye . 

Wher/ as this Damyan sitteth fuH merye . 

On high among the fresche leues grene . 

This fresche May that is so bright and schene. 2328 

Gan for to sike and seide alias my side . 

iN'ow sir/ (luod sche for ought that may be-tide . 

I moste haue of the peris that I se . 

Or I mote dye so sore longeth me . 2332 

To etyn of the smale peris grene . 

Help for hir/ loue that is of heuene queue . 

I tell you well a woman in my plight . 

May haue to fruyt/ so gret an appetight 2336 

That sche may dyen but/ sche it haue . 

Alias Q^od he that I ne had here a knaue . 

That couthe clymbe alias alias quod he . 

ffor I am blynde ye sir/ no fors c\uod sche . 2310 

But wolde^ye vouche saf/ for goddis sake . 

The piry in with your/ armes take . 

ffor weH I wot that ye mestruste me . . [z^a/ss] 

Than schulde I clymbe weH y-nowj quod sche ♦. 2344 

So I my foot myght set/ vpon your/ bak . 

fforsothe seide he in me schati: be no lak . 

Might I you helpe with myn herte blood . 

He stoupith doun and on his bak sche stood . 2348. 

And caught hir/ bi a twiste and vp sche goth , 

Ladies I pray you that ye be not wroth . 

I can not glose I am a rude man . 

And sodenly a-non this Damyan . 2352 
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Gan piOlen vp the smok/ and yn he throng/.i ^ po^^^uTm 
And whan that Pluto saugh this gret wrongs. fZ'ml^p^m^ 
To lanuarye he yaf his sight a-gayne . 
[And made hym seen as wel as euere he myghte 
And whan he thus had caght his sighte agayn] ^^I'l^s^' 
Ne was ther/ neuyr/ man of thyng* so fayna. 5- §3 

But on his wife his thought was euyr/ mo.. «|=>^ 

Yp to the tre he kesf his y3en two . ^^^^^e? 

And sigh that Damyan his wife had dressed. | f | 

In whiche maner/ it may not ben expressed. ^^-^ 

But if I wolde speke vncurteisly . .§|^ 

And vp he yaf a roryng/ and a cry . 2364 |l-? 

As doth the modir/ when the childe schaH dye. 2.S? 

Out help alias harrow he gan crye . ^ Jg 

strong/ lady stoure what dost thou . 6 a 
And sche answerith sir/ what eileth you . 2368 S'-.^sa® 
Haue paciens and reson in your/ mynde . ^,§]| ^"f 

1 haue you holpen on bothe your/ y3en blynde 
Yp periH of my soule I schati not lyen . |^ gS 
As me was taught to hele with your y3en . 2372 ^ s~g:^§ 
Was no thyng/ bet/ for to make you se . I-I ©^ r 






9SS-S 






Than strougle with a man vp on a tre . i*4.§;5^ 



God woot^ I dide it in fuH: good entente . ^.^ ^ | ®| 

Strogle quod he ye algate yn it wente .^ 2376 ;^gg^ 
God yeue you bothe on schames deth to dien . 
He swyued the I saugh it with myn yen . 
And ellis be I hangid bi the hals . 

Than is quod sche the medicyn fals ./ 2380 

ffor certeynly if that ye myghtyn se . 
Ye wolde not say tho wordis.. vn-to me . 
Ye han som glymsyng/ and no perfit/ sight . 
I se quod he as weH: as euyr/ I myght/ . 2384 

Thanked be god with bothe myn y3en two . 
And be my trouthe me thought/ he dide the so . 
Ye mase mase good sir / quod sche . 

this thank / haue I for I haue made you se . 2388 
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Alias quod sclie that euyr/ I was so kynde . [Hari. 1758] 

!N"ow dame quod he let aH passe out/ of mynde . 

Come doun my leef/ and if I haue myssaide . 

God helpe me so as I am euyH apaide . iiea/ss, bacjci 2392 

But be my fadir/ soule I wende haue seyne . 

How that this Damyan had bi the leyne . 

And that thi smok/ had leyne vp on thi brest . 

Ye sir/ quod sche ye may wene as you lest . 2396 

But sir/ a man that waketh out/ of his slepe . 

He may not sodenly well take kepe . 

Vp on a thyng/ ne seen it paj^'fitly . 

Tin that he be a dawe verraily . 2400 

Eight so a man that long/ hath blynde be 

!N"e may not sodenly so well se . 

ffirst whan the sight is newe comen a-geyne . 

As he that hath a day or two seyne . 2404 

TiH that your/ sight stablid be a while 

Ther/ may fuH many a sight/ you be-gile . 

Beth ware I pray you for bi heuen kyng< 

ffuH many a man weneth for to se a thyng . 2408 

And it/ is all another/ than it semeth . 

He that mys conceyueth mys demeth . 

And with that word sche leep doun fro the tre . 

This January e who is glad but he . 2412 

He kisseth hir/ and clippeth Mr/ futt ofte , 

And on hir/ wombe he strokith hir/ fuH softs . 

And to his paleis hoom he hath hir/ lad . 

I^ow good men I pray you to be glad . 2416 

Thus endith here my tale of lanuarye . 

God blisse vs and his modir/ seynt Marye . AmelT./ 2418 

Here endith the Marchauntis Tale .] CHaxi. i758 extract ends'} 

^ IF A gret tente he brest' yn and a long* . 
Sche seide it was pe meriest' fit' . 
Q c.««,wn-„o 7,v/»o 'J^^^*' ®^y^ "1 ^i-*^' ly^® sche was at' yit' . 
't SZiwiT^ffi J Mi lordis tente sche seide semej? me not' J>us . 
S^t'j Jiil ' } He foldith twifolde bi swete Ihesus. 
after C. ^6^6. He maie not' swyue worth a leke . 

And yet' he is/ full^ gentillei and iull^ meke. 
*" This/ is leuyr" to me than Euensong" . 
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2. 

[Brit. Mus. Addit MS. 5140, on leafUd.] 
[ET Incipit prologus Armigeri 

Ey . goddis Mercy / said our oste tho . 
'Nowe suche a wyf / y pmy god kepe me fro 2420 
loo suolie sleyhtis / and sotiltees 
In wommen bene / for ay as besy as bees 
Ben tbey / ys secly men to disceyve 
And from the sotb / evir wol tbey weyve 2424 

By this Marclla^nt^s tale / it preveth. weeH 
Bnt doutles / as true as any steel 
I bane a wyf / though . she pore be 

But of hir tong / a labbyng shrewe is she 2428 

And yit she hath / an heepe of vices mo 
Therof no f ors / lat aUe such thing?5 go . 
But -wot ye what / in counsail be it said 
Me reweth soore / that y am to hir teyde 2432 

ffor and y shulde rekne / euery vice 
Which that she hath / y-wys y were nyce 
And cause why / it sholde reported be 
And tolde to hir / of som of this menie^ [i ?ms mence] 

Of hom it nedith nat / for to declare lieafiQ9, lacic] 

Syn wommen / can vttir suche chaffare 
And eek my wyt / suffiseth nat therto 
To teUyn aH / wherfor my tale is do] 2440 
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[MS. Meg. 17 D 15, leaf 106.] 

[Wepenge waylenge Care & other sorrowe 

I knowe ynougRe bof e on evene & eke on morowe 

Quo($ the Marchannte And So do other Moo 

That weddede bene I trowe pat itf bene so 1216 

For wele I wotte itt* Farepe so by Me 

I haue A wyfe jje worste pat maye be 

For poughe the Fende to her couplede were 

Sche wolde hym ouermacche I dare weH swere 1220 

Whatf schulde I yon reherce inespeciaHe 

Her heyghe Malyce Sche is A schrewe atte all 

There is A longe & sl large difference 

Bitwyxe Grisildes grete pacience 1224 

And of my wyfe the passenge cruelte 

Were I vnbounden Allso Motte I thee 

I wolde nener effte come in the Snare 

We weddede Men lyue in sorrowe & care 1228 

Assaye who woH And he schali ffynde 

That I saye Sothe by saynte Thomas of ynde 

As for the more partye I saye notte aH: 

God schylde pat itt schaH bifaHe 1232 

A gode Sir sayde Oste I haue weddede be 

These Monepes two And nomore parde 

And yette I trowe he pat AH his lyue 

Wyfelese haue bene poughe pat Men wolde hym ryue 1236 

Ynto the herte ne coupe in no Manere 

Tellen So moche sorrowe As I now here 

Coupe tellen of" my vyues Cursydnesse 

E"ow quod^ ower Oste Marchaunte So god your Sowle blesse 

Synne ye somoche knowen of that Arte 1241 

FuUe hartelye I praye you telle vs parte 

Gladely quod he of* myne owne Sore 

For Sorye herte I telle Maye nomore] 1244 

[MS Reg. 17 D 15 extract ends} 
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4. 

THE SQUIEE'S HEAD-LINK. 

\Brit, Mus, Additional MS 5140, on leaf 169 j hack.] 

[Squyer come neer / yf it your wil be 
And sey somwhat of love / for certis ye 
Konne theron / as moclie as any man 
Nay sir quod he / but suche tbing as y can 
wytb bert y wyH / for y wiH nat be rebelle 
Ageyn your lust / a tale y wol you telle 
Haue me excused / jfj speke amys 
My wyH is good / and loo my tale is tbis / ] 
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5: 

[Brit Mus. Addit MS 6U0,'Ieaf 181, hack] 
[& Incipit iprologus de le ffrankelyn 

11^ feitfi squyer / ye liaue you wel y-quyt 
And gentylly / y preyse wel your wyt 
Quod the ffrankelyn) / consideryng yowr youtli 
So felyngly / ye speke / sir' y a-lowgS 676 

As to my dome / tber is non) that is hei' 
Of eloquence / that shalbe your peer* 
Yf that ye lyye / god yeve you good chaunce 
And yn vertue / sende you contynuaunce ' 680 

ffor of your speche / y haue gret deynte 
. 1 haue sene / and by the Trynyte 
I hadde leyir / than xx^ worth londe 
Thouh it ryht no we / wer' fallen in myrD honde 684 

He wer' a man / of suche discrecioiD 
As that ye ben) / fy on possession) 
But yf a man / be vertuous wythaH / 
I haue my sone snybbed / and yit shall iieafis2-] 688 
ffor he to vertue / lustyth nat to entende 
But for to pleye at Dyse / and spende 
And lese aH that he hath / is his vsage 
And he had lever / talkyix) w^'tT^ a page . 692 

Than to comon) / wyth any gentyl wyht 
Wher he myht lerne / gentylnesse aryht 
Strawe for gentylnesse / quod our ost 
what frankelyn) parde / wel thou wost 696 

That echo of you / mot tellen) at lest 
A tale or too / or brekyi]) his behest 
That know y wel / sir / quod the ffrankelyn) 
I pray you / haueth me nat in disdeyne 700 
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Thouh to this man / y spak a worde . or too 

Telle on thy tale / withoutyn) wordys moo 

Gladly sir* oost / quod h.Q / J wol obeye 

Ynto your wyl / no we herkeneth what y seye 704 

I wol you nat contrarye / in no wyse 

As fer as that my wyttes / wol suffyse 

I pray to god / that it may plesyn) you 

Than wot y wel / that it is good y-now 708 

Explicit Prologus de le ffrankelyn] 
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DRAWINGS OF THE 23 TELLERS 



OF THE' 



24 CAOTERBUET TALES, 



COPIED FEOM THE ELLESMERE MS, 



AND CUT ON WOOD, 



ittr m. 1. fgoojjo;. 



In this first issue, 1871, only 14 of the Cuts are given, 
TJie other 10 irill follow in 1872. Wlien the jprint of each 
MS is houndy the cut of each Teller of a Tale can he put 
at the Ijeginning of his Tale, as in the Mlesmere MS, or 
by his description in the General Prologue, to contrast the 
artistes hand with the poefs; or, all the cuts can he put 
together before or after the Prologue, or at the end of the 
volume (as not paH of the MS), according to the fancy 
of each Memhei\ 




THE MILLEBB. 
ElUmere MS, leaf iS, back. 




THE KNYGHT. 
Elle$mere MS, leaf 11. 

(The brand on the horse's hip— M, ? for Jfi/es— 
is in ink, and probably by a later hand.) 




THE COOK. 
Ellemere MS, leaf 51. 




THE BBVB. 
ElUtmere MS, leaf 46. 




THE 



^r OTT BATHE. 




THE MAN OP LAWE. 
Bfteftnere 1/5, leaf 54, back: 




THE FRERE. 
KUetunere MS, leafSd, Ititck, 




THE SOMONOUB. 
Elhimere MB^ leaf 85, hack. 




THE CLERK OF OXENFORD. 
EUe$mere MS, leaf 92. 




THE SHIPMAN. 
SUemete MS, leafW, hack. 




THE PRIORESSE. 
Ellesmere MS, leaf 152, back. 




CHAUCER. 
Elletmere US, leaf 157, back. 





THE MONK. 
EUemere MS, leaf 173. 




THE NONNES FBEEST. 
Elleftmere MS^ leaf 183. 




THE SQUIUB. 
mremere MS, ie<tfli9, back. 




THE FRANKLIN. 
Ellesmere MS, leaf 127, baek» 




nnHE DOCTOB. 
saemereMS^leafm- 




THE PARDONER. 
EUeamere MS, leafUZ, 




THE SECOND NUN. 




THE CANON'S YEOMAN. 

EUesmere MS, leaf 198. 




THE MANCIPLE. 
EUetmere 3ISt leaf 207. 



o^-, 




THE PAESON. 
EUesmere MS, leaf 210, back. 



[These coloured figures in the Ellesmere MS have evidently 
been drawn by two different persons. The little pieces of ground 
on which the later hand places his figures, mark those done by 
him. 

His drawing is not so good as the first hand's : and his colours 
are badly ground, and of poor quality.~W. H. HooPEE.] 



DEAWINGS OF - 

C TELLERS OF 6 CANTERBURY TALES 
AND 6 ALLEGORICAL FIGURES 

FOtt THE PARSON'S TALE 

(BEIlfG iJLL THAT WEBE NOT CUT OUT OF THE MS. BY SOME SCOUKDEEL). 

COPIED FROM MS. Gg. 4. 27, IN THE UNIVERSITY LIBRART> CAMBR., 

AKD CUT ON WOOD BY 

Mr W. H. hooper 



1. REEVE. 2. COOK. 3. WIFE OF BATH. 4. PARDONER. 
5. MONK. G. MANCIPLE. 

ALLEGORICAL FIGURES. 

7, 8. ENVr AND CHARITY. 9, 10. GLUTTONY AND ABSTINENCE. 

11, 12. LECHERY AND CHASTITY. 




THE REEVE. 

MS. Gg. 4. 27, Univ. Libr. Camhr., leaf 186. 




THE COOK OF LONDON 
(with a raw on his Horse's ribs). 



-VS. Gsf. 4. 27, Univ. Libr. 



Camhr., leafm, back. 



^p 




THE WIFE OF BATH. 

3IS. Gg. 4. 27, Univ Lihr Cambr., lectf 222. 




THE PARDONER 
(with a Jawbone instead of a Sheep's Shoulderbone). 

MS. Gff. 4. 27, Univ. Lihr. Cambr., Zea/S06. 




THE MONK 
(without his Bells and Hounds), 

MS. Gg. 4. 27, Univ. Libr. Cambr., leaf 382. 




THE ^lAXCrPLR, 




^^^^ CHARITY 

(on his Wolf gnawing a Bone). (with her wingd and flaming Heart). 

Parson's Tale. 

MS. Gg. 4. 27, Univ. Libr. Cambr., leaf 4,16. 





GLUTTONY AND ABSTINENCE. PaVSOn's TaU. 

MS. Gg. 4. 27, Univ. Libr. Cambr., Ieafid2. 





Lechery 



(with her Goat'and Sparrow), aad Chastitt (trampling on the 
Dragon of Xust). Parson's Tale. 

MS. Gg. i. 27, Utiiv. Libr. Canibr., leaf Hi. 
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